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PREFACE. 

To the dignity of history this book makes no pretension. 
It is a simple narrative of the most prominent events 
tliiit have taken place in the beautiful * Land of the 
I&ing Sun/ in which forei^^ners have been more or less 
interested, and with which they have been more or less 
connected, duriiifi; the twenty-one years that have elapsed 
since the existing treaties were entered into in 1858. 

If asked to account for the origin of the l)ook, I can 
tnily say, with Topsy, ** I specs it growed." The * pro- 
•^poctus ' circulated to announce its intended publication, 
Uiiiy 1)0 (pioted to shew how^ literally this is correct : — 

''When in June last the author of the present work 
arrived in Japan, out of health, and looking for a restora- 
ti<»n from thi* mere sea-trip, backwards and foi'wards, 
1't'tween Yokohama and Shanghai, he had no idea but 
tliat, after a sojourn of ten days, he would return — he 
looped better for the change. 

•'Instead of this being realised he found himself at the 
cud of that time, obliged to place himself under medical 
tar»', and compelled to remain a while longer. 

" As he ai)proached conva]eseen(;e, he was scanning over 
tli« pai^es of the Fur Kast, and came, at the close of the 
Mxth volume, upon a ** lietrospect," written in Jime 
l*!^7.j, of all the events that had been recorded in the 
VK^)i of tlie magazine since its establishment in May 
1^70. It interested him so much, and, although ho had 
"imself written it, mentioned so many circumstances in 
the prorrnss of Japan within that shoii period, which had 
passed fr(>m liis mind, that he thought it w^as worth 
-nuildisliing in pamphlet fonn ; and then, remembering 
IJiat Jajian was just complc;ting its majority, since, by the 
^I'^atics of Mr. Haiuiis and Lord I'jLoin, for tlu^ United 
States and England respectively, she was bom into the 
^^mily of nations, he determined to amplify it, and give 
^ Ustoriette, more particularly with regard to Yokohama 
'i^d Y( do, of the whole period of twenty-one years. He 
i^deuded to do this in a pamphlet, expecting it would 
«ccui»y about 120 pages, and supply him with occupation 
during the remainder of his stay. 
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"But when once he commenced his task, he found it of 
such a])sorl)inf]r interest, that it fjjradually gi'ew, until it 
was evident the idea of a mere pamjililet must be given 
up. IIu did not as yet, however, exi)ect it would extend 
to more than one volume Orturo, containing about 400 
pa^es. As he proceeded he found it impossible to con- 
dense his materials even to bring the book within these 
limits ; and, as a fact, the Fu'st Volume, now completed 
and ** in the Press,'.' vnl\ be over 400 i>ages, and finishes 
with the Commercial year — June 1800 ; just after the 
liatilieation of the; Treaties by His Imperial Majesty the 
Mikado ; leaving the story yet to be told of the later 
thii-teen years, during whicli the greatest progress has 
been made." 

So much for the origin of the work. As for its plan, 
I would particularly call attention to the fact that it 
professes to be a narrativo of the Settlement of Yokohama 
and the City of Yedo, since the year 1858. I purposely 
adopted the narrative form, first as allowing a lighter and 
more readablt* style than that of history ; and then, as 
permitting personal remmiscences to be introduced, 
which recall to mind many *weel-kent faces' of the olden 
tiiiK* ; and at once secm*e a host of sympathizers, not 
only in Japan, l)ut in almost every other country. For 
what country can be named that has not in it either 
some old resident of Yokohama of tlie earlv davs, or 
some who were, or are, collaterally connected with them. 

To these, the chapters of the smaller local and social 
events, it is hoped, will be agreeable. The chapter on 
^Municipal affairs may be deemed as altogether too 
minute in its details. But I liave given them that those 
who condemn our non-possession of any 2)ower to control 
our o\Mi settlement's affairs, inav see that efl'orts have 
been made in that direction; l>v whom those effoi*ts were 
made ; and why they failed. Thus, the chapter will jn-o- 
bably have a wide circle of interested readers ; though it 
is of course certain tluit all these matters will be of verv 
secondary imp(U'tance witli tlu; outside world, to whom 
mere localisms cannot be of any moment, l^ut the poli- 
tical affairs have in tbemselves, so much that is uni(iue : 
so much that the history of no country but Japan can 
show: that the narrator must be clumsy indeed, who, in 
relating them, deprives tliem of the absorbing interest 
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they intiinsicaUy possess. I have dwelt upon some of 
them at f^'eator length than I originally intended, 
ht-cause they have heeii brought powerfully under public 
notice, and much discussed, within the last live years ; 
and I thought that, if I gave both sides of certain vexed 
questions, 1 might be justified inpointmg out the feelings 
of all foreigners with regard to them, at the time of their 
occurrence. 

My oys^n personal sympathies are so strongly with 
Japan and the Japanese, that I would have been glad if 
I could have avoided some of the more sombre tints 
which I have been obUged to use but too frequently in the 
S(»rie8 of pictm-es I am sending foiih. As it is, I know^ 
that there are many w^ho will think I have occasionally 
spoken too favom*al)ly. But it is not so. In good truth, 
it would be easy to go to greater lengths, both in blame 
and in praise, and still leave considerable margins. 

The opening chapter is, as will at once l)e understood, 
nothing l)ut a rapid sun-ey, in as few words as possible, 
of the state of things in Japan from the establishment of 
the Empire to the period at which my narrative proper 
bepcins. For tliose who are tolerably well acquainted 
with Japan, it was unnecessary ; but it was written after 
the greater pai-t of the book was penned, in order that 
any who miglit not be familiar with Japanese history, 
into whose hands the book might come, should l)e able to 
understand generally what the system was that had such 
a violent wrench when the Treaties were made ; and a 
total subversion shortly after their ratification, and in 
their fulfilment. 

With respect to my sources of information, I must 
confess that some portions of my nan*ative might justly 
be called a compilation; l)ut, if so, it is from my own 
writings. As a maker of history, my course has indeed 
been infinitessimal ; but, as a recorder of current events 
from day to day, I have had to pay greater attention to 
all occuiTences, social and political, than those engaged 
in other professions are called upon to do. As Editor, 
for many years, of newspapers published in Japan, I have 
had to seek the 1)est soiurces for every kind of informa- 
tion : to sift the numerous statements that ai'e apt to be 
made on all subjects : to put the information thus gathered 
and sifted, into a concise and presentable form : and 
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oftentimes to ^ve expression to personal feolin.c; or 
public opinion npon the facts related. Tt is natnrol, 
therefore, tlint I shouM drmv lariroly up(»ii tin* i):4)i'rs I 
have so written : Init I have in most easi;s avoided i^ivii;^^ 
any iiui)ortant fact.^ from them, uhtn my memory could 
not recall the source from whence 1 had them ; or 
when that som-eo was not absolutely reliable, or was 
debatcable. 

But I have also derived much assistance fi*om the hi- 
bours of others, who have piddished works on Japan or on 
Japanese affairs. !Mr. Otathant and Sir lU'THEr.roJM* 
Alcock T have (juoted largely. The translntion of 
The Lcparif of Jtfrjfas, by Mr. J. F. Lowdkp., 
has, not only in this book, but also on manv occa- 
sions, been invaluable to me. Mr. Ernest M. 
Satow's papers on many subjects, have also, not only 
pjiven me a fund of impoi-tant information on themes 
that less ardent students of Japanese lore than he, hardly 
even know where to look for ; but, in particular, for the 
purposes of this work, it will be seen that his translation 
of Kiusr SJiirifiJifi has been fretly drawn upon. 

I have to acknowledge the kindness of Mr. Doioien, 
11. M. Acting Consul in Yokohama, in placing at my 
disposal, blue-books and othc^r recpisite documents. To 
the proprietors of the newspa])ers, the J<(ptin IL^rald and 
Japun Mdil, for the use of their files : and to ^[r. lioi'si:, 
for permission to make free use of his pamphlets, Kntfo- 
alnma and SJiiinoHoarhi, 1 am much indebted. Above all 
is my gratitude due to the proprietors of tlie Jajmn 
Gazi'ttc, who kindly placed not only their files, but their 
tyi^e, at my service. 

But, it is impossible in this place to thank, as they 
ought to be thanked, all who have aided me, and made 
my lal)Our light, in bringing out this book. 

AFy only hope is, that, being so far completed, they 
will find that, as a narrative, it is generally correct ; and 
that the inten^st of the subject justifies the labour 
bestowed on it : the encouragement they have aflforde<l 
me : and the expectations they have so kindly and 
generously expressed. 

J. E. BLACK. 

Yokohama, 8th January, 1880. 
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PRELBnNARY CHAPTER. 

INTRODUCTORY. — JAPAN AS IT APPEARS TO A SUPERFICIAL 
OBSERVER NOW. — VERY DIFFERENT TWENTY ONE YEARS AGO. — 
WHERE IS THE DIFFERENCE? — THE IMPERLUi DYNASTY. — 
JINMU TENNO. — ANTOKU TENNO, — COMMENCEMENT OF THE 
MODERN HISTORY OF JAPAN. — THE DUA^ SYSTEM OF GOVERN- 
MENT. — THE emperor's SUPREMACY NEVER QUESTIONED. 
THE TYCOON, 8EI-I TAI SHOGUN. — YORITOMO. — KAMAKURA. — 
COMPLETE I80L-\TI0N OF THE MIKADO ; AND GOVERNMENT RY 
THE MILITARY CHIEF. — EFFORTS OF MIK.U)0 TO RtlCOVER HIS 

AUTHORITY, TEMPORARY SUCCESS OF GODAIGO. — ASHIKAGA 

TAKA-UJI. OTA NORUNAGA. TAICO SAMA. — lYEYAS' FOUNDER 

OF THE LAST DYNASTY OF SHOGUNS. JAPAN OPEN TO 

FOREIGNERS tTlOM 1542 TO 1037. FINALLY CLOSED TO ALL 
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I PROPOSE to write of Young Japan. It is necessai'y, 
therefore, that I should, in as few words as possible, 
give my readers some idea of the Japan of anti- 
quity; that they may clearly understand tlie transition 
that has taken place the course of which I am about to 
describe. 
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Travellers who fihould bend their steps hitherwarc 
this voar of cjraco lH7i), and land at oithor of the o 
ports of Yokohama, Kobe or Nagasaki, and wlio sh(i 
look only at the surface of thin<:s, ^vitllout going oiil 
the way to seek and to find the people and places wli 
give a distinct interest to tlie country, might easily i 
on without emotion ; and truthfully record their coir 
tions in the statc^ment, that, from what they saw of Ja^^ 
it was a quiet hum-drum region. Xery little moveuK 
Very little busmess. The people so little diverse fi 
others, that there is nothing more to be said about tli 

Yet onlv twentv-one vears ago it was f;ir otherwise. 

Then anyone wlio arrived here, however superlicial 
observer he might be, found everything strange, and 
ery human being he met, full of interest and attract 

Where is the diflference ? 

Whv are the then and nofr so unlike ? 

The answer is, that, at that time, Japan experienci 
new bu-th. 

She now attains her majority ! 

Then, boasting herself as one of the most ancient 1 
pires in the world, with an Imperial Dynasty extern 
over two thousand five hundred vears, she was for the : 
time born into the family of nations. In the n 
literal sense may she have been said previously to sf 
and think and act as a child ; l)ut now she is of age 
has put away childish things. 

Twenty five years ago the knowledge of .Japan l)y 
outer world, was little indeed ; but the knowledge of 
outer world by Japan, amounted to almost nothing. 

The acquaintance that has since spring up has bee 
a very intimate character. It is to be hoped that as 
intimacy ripens it may prove beneficial to all. 

The Empiie of Japan claims an existence of 
thousand five hundred and thii*ty nine years, dming w! 
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period there has been but one dynasty of imperial rulers, 
whose soiuTo was from tin* f^ods. 

Tlh- first niumlano t»ini)ur()r was Jinmt' Tknko, tlio son 
of Tensiui* Dai.tin, the Sun goddess. The- sanctity of 
this celestial descent and its universal acceptance by the 
people has been throup[hout all ages tiie one iiTefragable 
pillar that has suppoi-ted, and still continues to support, 
the Imperial House ; and, amid all the changing scenes 
of life— through all the fierce civil contests that have 
blazed in the land — not once has any ambitious power- 
seeker dared to put forth his hand to appr(^priMte the 
supreme office to himself. Emperors have been dethron- 
ed and rivals placed in their seats, but never once has it 
been attempted to raise any to the dignity who were not 
of the descent of Jinmu Tenno, son of Am\ Teiiasu 
Ongami, the benevolent dispenser of light. 

•TiNMu at first exercised his power only over the south- 
east portion of Kiushiu ; but that island being over- 
nin with robbers and lawless people, he formed 
the resolution to bring it into order ; and having 
accompHshed this successfully, he deteiinined to effect 
*be same amelioration over the whole cluster of islands. 
Crossing over to what is now known as Aki, the adjoining 
province to Choshiu, he brought the wliole country under 
bis sway ; then, taking up his residence at Kashiwa- 
bara in Yamato, he made it the sepvt of his government ; 
andfrcmi his days downwards to 1868, the inidho or metro- 
polis continued to l)e in tliat province. lie assumed the 
title of Tenno or Tenshi — Son of Heaven, which has l)een 
preserved from that day to this. 

For more than eighteen centuries the successors of 
feir both reigned and ruled : but in the reign of 
Aktoku (A.D. 1181), the L^iruggle commenced which 
ended in transferring the governing power to a lieutenant, 
^ho, professing to receive his authority fi*om the Emperor, 



4 YOUNG JAPAN. 

kept him closely immured within the precincts of tix 
residence at Kioto, and arhitrarily governed the countin 
from a capital far removed from the old time-honoured 
centre, in which still resided the true nobility — ^thc? 
descendants, and the branches, of the imperial family. 

It is at this time that the modern history of Japan 
commences. 

From this time forward that dual system which was 
such a puzzle to foreigners, and which was not clearly 
understood until it was on the very eve of overthrow, was 
maintained. 

It was as follows : — 

The Mikado, Tenno, heaven-bom Emperor, was 
supreme. 

This was never questioned, and never lost sight of. 
He was alwavs the fountain of honour ; the source of 
authority. But practically this was reduced to the 
delegation of power to one individual, who, from exercis- 
ing all the duties, proudly appropriated to himself all 
the attributes, of sovereignty. 

This was the chief known to foreigners as the Tycoon 
(tai kun, great ruler). His real title was Sei-i Tai 
Shogun (barbarian-controUmg generalissimo). By rights 
he was not entitled to the first name ; and it is probable 
that he only obtained it accidentally by the use of the two 
words in conversation between Japanese officials and- 
some of the early foreigners. To a Japanese, until very 
recently, his coimtry was the universe ; its sovereign the 
great ruler ; and the real emperor had so completely sunk 
out of the knowledge of the people that the only ruler 
they knew was the Sei-i Tai Shogun ; of whom they 
might speak as the great ruler, and foreigners might 
suppose that it was his title. 

The title " Shogun " is of some antiquity, but not until 
the year 1184 did its bearer assume sovereign powers. 
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ToRiTOMO was the first to invest it with this importance. 
We^ it was, who, while admitting himself to be a vassal of 
^^l^c* Mikado, deprived him of power : and wlio, gathering 
*^ll the great military leaders around him at Kamakiira, 
^lie new governmental city of his own creation, so 
^t^'inented his strength by the sagacious rules of govem- 
^xi«»iit he estabhshed, that thencefonvard he was virtually 
tf.) all intents and puq)oses the real ruler in Japan. It 
J^>s tnif that theoreticallv the sanction of the Mikado had 
to ])(» ol)tained to all that was done by the Shogun ; and 
it was usually given as a matter of course when sought ; 

I >ut it was only on rare or very special occasions that it 
"vvas thought necessary to seek it. 

On two or tln-ee occasions, tlie Mikado of the day made 

II fitful effort to break tlie yoke, but always unsuccess- 
fully ; and so things continued for seven centuries. It has 
of hite bt'come the fashion to speak of the Tycoon 
as an arch-usurper, a pdrrrmi, as a mere vassal, an 
iin-ogant military tyrant, (wercising powers he did not 
legally possess, and assuming titles to which he had no 
right. 

But all this seems really absurd. For if the actual 
wielding of the governmg 2)ower during seven centuries 
does not justify the position not only assumed by the 
Shoguns, but claimed for them and acknowledged by the 
jK-ople, then it is hard to say when parvenui.sm ceases, 
or when the title of usurper may be set aside. 

YoRiTOMO establislu'd the dual system ; and fondly 
hoped he had founded a dynasty. This, liow(?ver, proved 
fallacious. His two immediate successors were his 
descendants, but totally lacking his abihty, were unable 
to retain his power. At tlirir death the ofKce was 
transferred to a scion of a rival familv. A series of 
minors were appointed, each of whom was somehow or 
other disposed of l)efore attaining manhood ; and the 
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^ovcniment was aflministerod by the powerful He 
family, who played an iinpoi-iant part in tlic history 
tlio ompiro from A.D. 1:210 to 1 :-';8J^., wlirn flic ompor 
GoDAiGo mmlo a vi^^)rous tSovt to break the thraldom ; 
which he was held. 

It was unfortunate for him tliat lu^ had no milita: 
foUowinpf : and he had also no money or means of niihli 
it. He was dependent solely on the provision made f 
him by th(^ ij^overnment of Kamakura. 

He found some powerful friends, however ; and one 
two of them are to this day mentioned aniiuipj the mc 
honourable names recorded in Jap^mese history. Ato 
time it ajipeared as if sueei^ss had crowned th'.'ir stru;j:j:!;l 
and for about a coujde of years, 1:>-J;>-r>, the ^^overnmc 
was carried on in the name of tlu' Emi)eror, from Kio 
One of those, however, who had bi-enthe nisv^t iu'imiim 
of his j^enerals, succeeded in havin;jj tlh' titK* of Sei-i 1 
Shof^un conferred upon liimself : and oiiec in poshessiou 
the title, he proceeded to act with all the arl)itrarm( 
and resolution of his pn-decessors. AsniK.uiA Tak.v-v 
thus invested with power, the oHire n^mained in 1 
familv for two hundred and fnrtv vears, IVom ^'^'^i) to 151 
during v/liich time tin* disputes between rival ehieftai 
ran so hi^jfh that tlu^ sword was luver at rest ; but fn 
one end of tlu^ i'jmpire to the other, blood llowed li 
water. 

To put an end to this slate of thin^.'is Ota NonrNw 
buckled on his armour: iind al'ier a ]>iilliant series 
victories, in which he was mainiv assisted bv HinKvos 
he broujj^ht the Ashika(>a dynasty to an end, a 
exercised tlie inlini; power on heliali' of the Mikaiio fn 
157-i to ir,S*2. ])urin<j[ lliis period there was 
ShoLjiin, but tile Mil:;ulo was -..(ill kept within his pabi 
boumlaries ; sovereignty beiu;^^ adminibtercd in reali 
though not in name, by the Ota chief. 
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At his death Towotomi Hideyoshi took the rcms. He 
was of humble origui ; but havmg entered the sen'ice of 
XoiuxAaA as a sta])!o l)oy, rose ])y degrees, until he 
bt'came the most renowned of all his generals. For 
sixteen years he wielded the supreme power ; ap- 
projiriating to himself the title of Taico, or great man ; 
and be is now generally kno\ni by the name of Taico Sama, 
ami spoken of l)y all classes of Japanese as the 
};riiitf st hero in the annals of their country. 

His successor was Tokugawa Iyeyasu, who received 
the title of Sei-i Tai Shogun hi 1004, and was the founder 
of that dvnastv which lasted until 1868, when it was 
oveilbnnMi, and the dual government was closed for 
C'Ver, by the events which I have undertaken to record. 

liy Iyeyas' the dual government was perfected. By 
liiiu was foi-med tliat wondrous system, which, creating a 
host oi militavv cliieftains wielding scmi-roval authoritv 
iiuhcir own dominions, made of each, for the Shogim, 
almlwark against all the rest. 

A bvstem of espionage was also estabhshed, by which 
I'VeiT iu.'.t of every chieftain throughout the country, was 
re|H.rted to tlie Central Government. Yedo was made 
tile etipital, and tliere every territorial prince large and 
isinall, was obliged to reside? during six months of (jvery 
y^ar, maintaining in the city, for the service of tlie 
^liui^nm, a number of armed retainers, ready at call, to do 
the hehests of the Yedo chief. 

From the vear l()()i the Mikado liccanu*. of less 
account tlian ever. One after another lived and died at 
^'»t(), of whom all that can be said is, tliat their mimes 
are recorded, andtlieir line was preserved unla'oken; but so 
utterlv useless were they as rulers, that their verv 
txi^te^ce was unlieard of by many of the common people, 
aiiil d()u]>ted l)y more, who looked upon the Shoguu ub 
thtir sole sovereign. 
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Japan was first visited by Europeans in 1542 or 
tliereal)outs. A Portuguese named Mexdez Pinto has 
the credit of its discovcrv. Such was the cordiality of 
his reception, that, on his tale being heard at home, many 
of his countrymen, merchants and missionaries, sought 
its shores, the one to win gold, the other souls. And 
great success rewarded the eflfoiis of l^oth. 

Thev were followed bv Dutch and English traders, and 
by Spanish missionaries ; and for a while all were 
welcomed. But the time came when the jealousies and 
rivalries of the foreigners militated against themselves. 

NoBTTNAGA in his hatred of the Buddliists, — whom he 
made everv eflfoi't to destroy, and thousands of whom 
he caused to be massacred in cold blood, — encouraged the 
missionaries, whose disciples multiplied, until it seemed 
that the whole land would l)e speedily convei'ted. The 
result was that they l)ecame arrogant and overbearing ; 
and the converts so regardless of native authority, thati 
Iyeyas' first, and finally Iyemitz', the third of th*3 
djiiasty, ordered the expulsion of the missionaries, anc?l. 
subsequently of all foreigners. In 1637, the coimtr^/ 
w^as closed against them, so that from that time forward j 
with the exception of the few members of the DutciJ 
Factory, not one was found in the whole empire. Tk ^ 
Dutch were limited to the little islet of Deshima at Nagasaki j 
which they were rartdy permitted to leave at all ; an_ ^ 
even on the particular occasions, few and far l)etweer^ > 
when they did obtain permission to cross the boundar>^ 9 
it was only under the closest guard and supervisicm. T<^ 
them came one ship in the course of each twelve?-' 
months ; and this ship's cargo out and in, with those cyf 
a few Chinese junks, repn^sented the whole of the foreigXi 
trade of Japan during two centuries and a quaiier — i.e* 
from the year 1087 until the date at which my naiTativ<^ 
commences. 
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Having explained the exact position of the Mikado and 
the Shogun, it remains to speak of the body poHtic. 

The nobles, in the eyes of foreigners, on their first 
arrival here, appeared to be the daimios — territorial 
princes or chieftains ; but although these possessed all 
the power and wealth, they were not the true, legitimate, 
nobility. This was confined to the Kuge — relatives, 
close or distant, of the sovereign ; who all resided in, or 
in the neighbourhood of, Kioto. Some were members of 
his council ; some occupied posts of honour and nomi- 
nally of authority ; whilst others were placed in positions 
of great eminence in connection with religion, and lorded 
it over the sects with all the pride of the j)roudest of 
prelates elsewhere. But there were others who were poor 
and obliged to earn their bread by the labour of their 
hands or the exercise of their intellects, or by their accom- 
phshments and graces ; yet even these were noble, and 
ranked above the very Shogun himself. 

The daimios were for the most pai-t the creation of the 
Shogimate ; theii* nobility, therefore, was not even 
acknowledged by the Kuge. So much was this felt, that 
the proudest of them were wont to seek office conferring 
rank from the Mikado; and were i)rouder of such 
imperially-bestowed dignities than of all other honours. 
The daimios were of three classes : — Kokushiu, Fudai, 
and Tozama. 

The Kokushiu were semi-independent chieftains, who, 
although comj^elled to submit to Iyeyas', were sufficiently 
powerful to prevent their territorial possessions being 
aUenated or disturbed ; and who were treated by Iyeyas' 
rather as equals than as vassals. He insisted on their 
coming to Yedo as the rest of the daimios did ; but it was 
his custom to go to Goten Yama, outside the city limits, 
to meet and welcome them. This custom was continued 
daring the lifetime of his successor; but Iyemitz^ 
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who followed, felt liiniflelf strong enouf^h to cliscontiiiu 
it, being disinclined to acknowledge any equality. 

The Fudai are described l\y Tykyas' himself,— ii 
his ** Legacy," as translated bv ^Ir. F. J. Lowdkh 
formerly of IT. 1>. JI.'s Consular service, but iio\^ 
legal adviser to tlio Japanese Customs, — as, ** those 
samurai who followed me, and proifered me their 
fealty bc^fore the oveiihrow of the castle of Osaka, in the 
lU'ovince of Sessliiu.'' 

The Tozama are *' those who retunied and submittal 
to me after its downfall/' 

To the Fudai alcme wen* entrusted the highest oflicci 
of state ; the otliers, however able, jjeing excluded. 

Iyi:yas' further decretal: — *' AlthoU'^Oi the collectec 
Fudai are numerous, I put on record tho^e whom I brough 
from my ancient seat, Mikawa." (Here f()lb)w the names o 
eighteen daimios). *' Tliis is a separate class, fvoui iimon; 
the mal(^ issue of which are to l)e cliosen such as posses 
talent and ability, and entrusti'd with the direction c 
the business of the Shogun's riovennnent. They ar 
denominated *Koshiu' (or Gorojiu) ; and even thougl 
there ma}' be souk^ among the Tozama of (»xtra(U*dinar 
ability, it is not permitted to appoint them to thi 
office." 

Again: — *'The I'udai-samurai, great and «mall, ai 
have shown the utmost lidelity, even suffering thei 
bones to be ground to jiowder, and tlieu* ilesh chopper 
up for me. In what way soever their posterity ma 
offend, — for anything less than treason, — their estat 
may not be conli seated.*' 

The revenues of the daiiuios varied from 10,000 t 
1,000,000 koh'iia of riee (of the value, at the tinu' foreig 
intercourse reconnnenc* d, of al^out lifteen shillings 
h'ifhii,) Each one was obliged \o supi)ly a ci?itain ]umiber c 
tightmg men for the service of the Shogmi, in propoi-tio 
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to his registered income ; and they took precedence also 
in accordance with their revenues. 

V>ut tliern \vns ;> hiv^fo class of samiu'ai, called 
Ilatanioto — suppoi*ters of the flag; who were the im- 
mt'diate retainers of the Shogun. Upon these devolved 
till' heavic'st duties, niilitarv and civil, in carrving out 
the Government. Thev received incomes varving from 

ft/ ft, • -^ 

3,(K1() to 10,000 /.•o/W/.v, and had to furnish their 
contingent of lighting men as required. 

The daimios, hataniotos, and their retainers, formed 
the samurai, or military caste. They were deemed 
altogether superior to ail other classes, and possessed 
many privileges. Iykyas' thus provides f()r them : — 
''The samurai are the masters of the four classes. 
Agriculturists, artizans and merchants may not l)ehavo 
in a nido manner to samurai. The term for a rude 
man is * other-than-exjiected : ' and a samurai is not to 
1)0 Interfennl with hi cutting down a fellow who has 
behaved to liun in a manner other than is expected. 
The samurai are grouped into direct retainers, secondary 
retainers and no])les and rutaintirs of high and low 
gi'ade : l)ut the same liiK'* of conduct is ( (jually allowahlu 
to them all towards an ' other-than-expected fellow.* " 

T)ie samurai, high and low, were the two-sworded 
men, of whom so ranch has to he said in the following 
pages. All the j)r()gress that has taken place, and all 
the opposition to it, lias heen their work; and literally 
the whole interest of Japanese history centres in them. 

llie commtm people were divided into agriculturists, 
aiiizans and merchants ; ranking hi that order, lielow^ 
those Avere actors and l)eggars ; and as the lowest of 
all, not admitted to ])e named among the people, and 
living apai*t as a race separate and proscrihcd, were the 
yHn8, or people whose trade or occui)ation was in any 
way connected with the handling of akins of beasts. 



12 YOUNG JAPAN. 

It only remaiiiR to mention in this introductory cliapt£^ 
that to all intents and purposes the following was tl 
scheme of Government : — 

At the head the Shogun (Tycoon). 

The Gotairo, or llcgent, hereditary in the family of th 
daimio Ii IvAMoN-no-KvMi. 

The Gorojiu, or Council of State, which really held tli 
reins of government. Usually the decisions of tli 
Gorojiu were ahsolute ; l)ut if necessary they weri' siil 
niitted to the Sliogun or lie»:;ent. In cases of extreii 
impoi*tance, such as arose nt'ter the making of theforei;. 
treaties, a Council of the eighteen great daimios wj 
called; and the result was coniinunicated to the Mika< 
hy the Shoguii's reiu'esentative, resident in Kioto. 

Above these was the Dairi or lmp(.'rial Couii at Kiot 
In sublime impotence, l)ut with undisputed majesty, t) 
Mikado reigned — the most helpli\^s, but the most veu 
rated, of all the sovereigns of the East. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE MAJORITY OF FOREIGN INTERCOURSE WITH JAPAN. — 
ARRIVAL OF I^RD EL(iIN TO MAKi: A TREATY FOR ENGLAND. — 

COMMODORE PERRY's U. 8. TREATY. — FOLLOWED BY OTHERS. 

THK TREATIES, THOUGH PEACEFULLY OBTAINED, EFFECTED BY 
INTIMIDATION. — LORD ELGIN*8 MISSION. — ARRIVAL OF MR. AL- 
COC'K, H. B. M. EN\'OY. — TOZENJI. — KANAGAWA. — DISPUTE BE- 
I'HKEX JAPANESE AND FORKIGN REPRESENTATIVES AS TO SITE 
^P THK SETTLEMENT. — PR.VCTICALLY SETTLED IJY THE MER- 
CHANTS. — YOKOILVMA, OLD AND NEW. — RESPECTIVE CAPABILI- 
HES of THE TWO PORTS. 

Omnma Mutantur ! The changes to which all mundane 

"liurrs are suhject, and which Japan has so long and so 

strenuously resisted, have at last reached her islands 

^Ud proved her amenable to nature's univei-sal law. 

'' Those who have turned the world ui)side down have 

^onie hither also/' may he her cit, when she sees the 

I'apidity with which old things are passing away, and her 

ptopli* iHistirring themselves to comi)ete for some of the 

prizes held out to enteii)rise and intelligence. 

The intercourse between Japan and the outer world has 
attained its majority. It is over twenty-one years since 
th»» commercial treaty between America and Japan, 
^'liich opened the way for subsequent treaties with other 
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foreign nations, was signed. Little more than twenty- 
one years liavo elapsed since H. M. S. F/o-iaHfi, in coni' 
inand of Captttin SiiKiiAiti) Osi^oiis, C. X., hoiv Lon^ 
Elgin to Yedo for the purpose of arran«;ing a treaty of 
amity, coninicrce, and fri( iidsliip betwetn tlie Queen of 
Great Britain and the Emperor of Japan ; and k-ss thaii- 
twenty-one years liavo passed since the ratification of tbesC" 
treaties \vas exehrj^.^'ed formally in Yedo. Yel, in tlii-^ 
short period, how many and how ^^reat have l>een tht • 
changes. Experience has l)een gained by all pai-ties - 
Imt Japan has received lessons that it has takei3- 
European nations centuries to ac(pure; and the anti^ — 
quated notions with wliich the pi?opk were imbued, are fast 
cnnnbhng to dust beneath the wands of science and o 
connnerce. 

I am about to give a short recapitulation of tin 
course of events in Japan, more pai-ticularly witfc- i 
regard to Y'okohama and Y'edo, now called Tokio, sine- o 
the signature of ilr. IlAUias's and Lord Elgin's America ^=3i 
and English treaties in 1858. 

The first treaty between America and Japan, in whic— :r h 
Commodore Pkiiuy, U. S. N., was the accredited agent -^^^f 
the United States* government, was made in 185 — 1. 
l^okohama was ihe place where the negociaticnis M'e"ri«*t' 
carried on, and this alime must always render it notal^ -k' 
in Japanese history. Commodore Perry's expediti<_"~»ii 
was composed of nine men-of-war, th^e of which we ^v 
steamers and six saiHng-ships. These, anchoring in liii <'• 
of-battle off Y\.)kohama, preparations were made by tl ^^ 
JajKniese for the recepticni of the Commodore and tl ^^ 
openin/x of the confen^nces. A spacious wooden buil < '■ 
ing had 'iM-en hastily (veefeil, which had been fitted i^P 
wiili I \-:'r r< '-ir.l io the coniforl i^':' Ih** sli'an.gers. CoTii- 
modore Pkruy, assuming as he had en all occasions froiJi 
his first arrival off Uraga the preceding year, a high iiihl 
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Aristocratic tone, claimed the treaty not as a concession 
Mit u>4 i\ Yi*i}\i ; find iiftor many objections had been made, 
»\ljich he lirmly n^fused to attach any weif:;ht to, ho gain- 
ed his Doint. An af'ieement was simt'd bv Avhich the 
Tapam'se were bound to extend kindness and assistance 
any American subjects who might happen to be ship- 
ri'i^cked on the coast, and supply i)rovisions to any 
Uuerican ships that might require them ; and further to 
pen the pi)i'ts of Shimoda, Hulvodadi, and Napha in the 
-.(M^choo islands, to Amf^rican trade. Commodore 
*EKiiY had only gone a f(^w months, when Admiral 
^Tipj.ixt, appeared, and on behalf of England obtained a 
iTiiilar treaty. IVFr. Donkeii Cuirrirs arranged a conven- 
ion ameliorating the condition of the Dutch at Nagasaki ; 
Liid, in 1857, Count PorTi.vTixK concluded a treaty for 
hissia. But all these were but preliminary. A fuller com- 
lurcial treaty was made* in 1858 between Mr. Harris, as 
hi jdenipotentiary for America, and the Tycoon. This 
.viis <iuickly followed by that l^etween Great Britain and 
Fapan : and a little later l)y the treaties w^ith France, 
Holland and Bussia. By these treaties, Kanagawa, 
S'agasaki and Hakodadi were to be opened on the 1st 
uly 1859 ; and Yedo, Osaka, Iliogo and Ni-i-gata on the 
st January, 18G8. 

As one effect of this narratiye will be, to show, by the 
in>gress made by Japan during tlu^ past twenty-one 
i-ars, that the intercourse with foreign nations has been 
•t;iU'tieial to her, i)erhaps the manner in which the treaties 
reiv obtained need ii(;t hv objected to. The end will 
e held to justify the means. The decided moyenu'nts 
md resolute demeanour of each of the diplomatists 
-nv'aged in framing the treaties with the Japanese, were- 
ibsolutely requisite in dealing with the proud and 
iniveracious people they had to encounter, and no treaties 
would haye been obtained to tliis day in any other way. 
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Commodore Perry has received great laudation for the 
manner in which he succeeded in obtaining his ends, and 
for the treaty he made with Japan. Yet it is quite 
certain that if theorists and humanitarians are supported 
in their principles, he was altogether wrong in ** riding the 
high horse " in the way he did, from his ai'rival to pro- 
pose a treaty in 1853, to his departure with a treaty in 
1854. As a mere matter of fact he undoubtedly fulfilled 
the objects of his mission ; and the world approves of the 
course he took. Strictly S2>eaking, however, his action 
in visiting the gulf of Yedo, against the law of the land, 
and choosing his own anchorage in spite of the remon- 
strances of the Japanese governmi^nt officials, was most 
reprehensible. If a Japanese ship should attempt to 
anchor in an American port in any manner or place in- 
consistent with the harbour regulations, very short work 
would be made with it. Yet we read in the images of a 
I)rofessed ** comrade and friend " of the Japanese, who 
dedicates his book to their searchers after knowledge an(L 
truth both m the past and the present, ** with fi*aternaL 
regard : " — 

** Then came Perry, the moral grandeur of whosc^ 
peaceful triumph has never been challenged or com- 
promised.*' 

And the same writer adds : — 

**The United States introduced Japan to the world, 
though her opening could not have been long delayed - 
The American, Townsend ITaiiiiis, peer and successor to 
Perry, by his dauntless courage, patience, courtesy, 
gentleness, iirnniess, and incorruptible honesty, won for 
all nations treaties, trade, residence and commerce." 

I leave this for the presi.'ut as I find it. Probably 
I may have more to say on the sii])ie(!tina later chapter. 

That Commodore Perry and Mr. Towxsend Harris 
concluded their treaties peacefully is admitted. But in 
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both cases It was a triumph of might over right. The 

first came with a force suflBcient to overawe the gentle 

beings, who were " comi)elled by foreignei-s for the sake 

of their cursed dollars, to open their country ; " and it 

did overawe them. The second attained his end, by 

picturing to tlie said gentle minds the terrors to be 

apprehended from an English and French fleet recently 

victorious in China, beaiing down upon Japan with 

ambassadors from their respective sovereigns, to enforce 

a treaty from Japan as they had done in China. So 

much for the ** peaceful triumph." So much for the 

•'gentleness, firmness and incorruptible honesty." No! 

Commodore Perry himself makes this manly avowal : — 

" In conducting all my business with these very 
sagacious and deceitful people, I have found it pro- 
fitable to bring to my aid the experience gained in 
former, and by no means limited, intercourse with the 
inhabitants of strange lands, civiUsed and barbarian ; and 
this experience has admonished me, that, with people of 
fonas, it is necessary either to set all ceremony aside, or to 
out-Herod Herod in assumed personal consequence and 
ostentation." 

This was in extenuation of his having refused to 
anchor at Uraga or Kamakiu-a, both of which were urged 
by the Japanese, and his insisting on conducting his 
business at some place nearer to Yedo than either. 
He carried his point, and Yokohama became the 
honoured spot; though what advantage there was in 
Yokohama over Uraga it would be hard to tell ; except 
that it marked one, to the side of the ** peaceful 
triumph. 

In like manner, we see Lord Elgin's deUghtful expe- 
rience, which ended in **manv demonstrations of affection 
on both sides." That experience "had been marked by an 
interest and novelty not to be surpassed, and by a 
snccess, in a pohtical point of view, scarcely to have 
been anticipated," 

VOL. I C 
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Lord Eloin had written home from China his oft- 
quoted declamation against the injustice of his country- 
men against Asiatics ; and yet he arrives in Japan, and, 
like Perry, immediately sets the Japanese Government 
at defiance, by refusing to treat with them any- 
where else than at Yedo ; persists in going there in 
the teeth of the most strenuous opposition on the part of 
the officials ; and ha\'ing come so far, signifies that he 
has come to make a treaty, in such terms that tie 
Government see plainly enough that very little choice is 
left them. 

A yacht as a present from the Queen of England to 

the Emperor (Tycoon) of Japan is made the pretext for 

his visit to Yedo. Mr. Olyphant, his private secretary, 

(whose narrative of the mission, sanctioned by Lord 

Elgin, is woiihy of perusal by all who are interested 

either in the Celestial Empire, or that of the Rising Sun), 

thus writes : — 

** As Lord Elgin depended chiefly for an excuse for* 
proceeding to Yedo, upon the necessity for delivering th^ 
yacht, if possible, to the Emperor himself, he assure^l- 
the Governor (of Nagasaki) that it was not in his ix)wex' 
to part with the yacht except at the capital." 

On leaving Nagasaki, then, — after a stormy passage, 
during which they were driven, by stress of weather, to take 
refuge in "a slight indenture of the coast'' in "the 
deep unsurveyed bay of Kagosima," they reached 
Shimoda. 

Here they found Mr. Hahris, the American Consul- 
General, whose flag, the Stars and Stripes, proudly 
waved over his temple-residence at Kakisaki — a village 
about a mile and a half fi'om a town of Shimoda. They 
were immediatelv visited bv Mr. Heuskkn, the Dutch 
interpreter and secretaiy of Mr. Harris, who brought 
Lord Elgin ** an offer of services on the part of the 
American Consul." 
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Mr. Olyphant dilates on the hermit-like existence led 
by Mr. Harris and Mr. Heusken in this " retreat.*' It 
must undoubtedly have been felt to be so by themselves ; 
for not even the society of the few (two or three) 
Americans who went to, and for a time located them- 
selves at, Shimoda, could have made it anything else. 
And yet there must have been in it much to relieve the 
monotony. The country to which they had come, the 
people among whom they moved, in themselves offered a 
great deal of most interesting employment for the mind. 
There is a vast diflference between being so placed in 
Japan, and in any other eastern countrj^; and in the 
early days of foreign intercourse, at a distance from 
the capital, this was so to a greater extent even than 
now. The Japanese are by nature such sociable beings, 
that those willing to form friendships among them have 
no difficulty in doing so ; and as the life of the nation 
tiventy one years ago was so different to anything known 
to Europe in modem times, and yet possessed so much 
of what we know obtained in Eiu'ope in bygone days — 
(the days of romance — ^the days we characterise as the 
*good old times ' ) — there was novelty, there was real enjoy- 
ment, in studying it. To this day there are a gi'eat many 
foreigners in Japan who are content to spend all their 
time among Japanese, and to whom the idea of ** heimit 
j We" and isolation never occurs; and the manner in 
vhich Mr. Harris laid himself out to obtain the friend- 
ship and confidence of the people may satisfy us that 
it did not much oppress him. As yet he had none of the 
difficulties to contemplate that aftei-wards became such 
a strain upon foreign diplomatists. He had certain 
matters of some importance to settle — such, for instance, 
as the right of his countrjTnen to reside for pmi)oses of 
trade at Shimoda — but these were trifles light as au*, 
&nd gave him but little trouble. 
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The success of the British and French arms, which 
resulted in the Treaty of Tientsin, materially aided him 
in making; his treaty. By representing the certainty 
of the ambassadors of these two nations following up 
their high-handed proceedings in China with similar 
action in Japan, he so wrought upon the fears of the 
Government that he obtained what he had so strenuously 
worked for, under a promise to use his best influence as 
a mediator between the two mighty powers and Japan, 
should it be requisite. Of com'se it was not necessary. 

Mr. Olyphant dismisses the subject of Mr. Harris's 

treaty in a few words, but very amusingly : — 

** Mr. Harris had only recently retiunied fi'om Yedo, 
where he had only just succeeded in negotiating a more 
favom-able treaty with the Japanese Government than 
had l)een made since the days of Captain Saris. He 
had passed some months in that city, during which time 
both he and Mr. Donker Curtius had been engaged in 
fruitless eflbiiis to induce the Government to accede to 
then* terms. In 1855, the latter gentleman had con- 
cluded a mercantile arrangement, by which certain con- 
cessions were allowed to foreigners : but the cumbersome 
machinery of the Geldkammcr was still retained, and 
the monopoly of the trade was reserved to the Jai)anese 
Government, under conditions which rendered the conces- 
sions worthless to nations engaged in C(mimerce upon en- 
lightened principles. Mr. Harris, however, was deter- 
mined to make a treaty worthy the progressive peoi^le 
whom he represented ; and Mr. Donker Curtiub, finding 
him so engaged, repaired to Yedo, determined if possible 
not to be outdone. It so happened that his precautions 
were unavailing. 

** Finding the Japanese cabinet inexorable, both gentle- 
men left in despair, — Mr. Donker Citrtius upon a long 
overland jomney of two months to Nagasaki, Mr. Harris 
to return to Simoda. He had scarcely reached it, 
however, before the Powhattan arrived wfth intelligence 
of the Treaty of Tientsin. Mr. Harris then lost not a 
moment in himself caiTying the news to the capital ; 
and while Mr. Donker Curtius was journeying labori- 
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ously to Nagasaki, ignorant of the great events that had 
taken place, his rival had signed his treaty, and was 
back again at Simoda, reposing on his laurels." 

I am not aware; whether any account of Mr. Harris's 

mode of passing his time at Shimoda has been published. 

The view of his residence here given, will show the 

beauty of its surroundings. It lies about a mile and a 

half or a little more from the town of Shimoda, at a 

village called Kakisaki, (Oyster Point), and is not above 

five minutes' walk from the beautiful bay of Shimoda. 

But to return to Lord Elgin. We read : — 

** The day following our arrival at Simoda, Lord 

Elgin received a visit from the Governor. He had 

learnt that we proposed going up the Bay of Yedo, and 

his object now was to exert all his powers of persuasion 

to induce Lord Elgin to forego this intention. Ho 

brought a large suite on board with him, all of whom 

seemed to api)reciate an English hmcheoii. I was 

rather startled to hear one of them refuse Curacoa, and 

ask for Mai-aschino instead. The Governor himself was 

a man of a most jovial temperament. He indulged in 

extant chuckles, and rather reminded one of Mr. 

Weller, senior. He seemed to consider everything a 

capital joke — even Lord ELCiiN^s positive refusal to 

comply with his request to hand over the yacht at 

Simoda and remain at that place. He used every pos- 

siUe argument to cai-iy his point, but without avail. 

He said he dreaded the consecpiences to himself, and 

chuckled ; still more did lie dr^ad the consequences to 

us, and chuckled again." 

The British Embassy left Shimoda on the r2th of Au- 
gust, having on board Mr. Heuskj:n, who had been 
obligingly lent by Mr. Harris to Lord Elgin, to act as his 
Dutch inteii)reter. The course of communication be- 
tween the Engh'sh and Japanese, was then, and for some 
time afteiT^'ards, somewhat circuitous. First the ut- 
terances of tlie ambassador were repeated l)y the Dutch 
interpreter to the Japanese inteii)reter, who understood 
Dutch but no other foreign language, and he retrans- 
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lated it into Japanese ; and vice versa. It is hardly poi 
siblo that with this double filtration, the exact sense ( 
the original can have been always conveyed, but it W8 
the best that could be done at the time, and on tli 
opening of the poi-ts, imtil the student inteii)reters, sei 
out by England and France to acquaint themselve 
with the language, had succeeded in mastering 
(which they did m a remarkably shoi-t time, cousiderir 
its difiiculties), T)utch gentk^mcn were em^Joj-ed by bot 
lections, as well as ])y the American. 

It is needless to follow Lord Elgin in each step of h 
progre^;s. With the great object steadily kept in viev**, < 
makmg a treaty of friendship and commerce, he did t 
all others had done. He deliberately refused to observe tl 
laws of the country ; pushed on to Yedo ; demanded 
residence on shore for himself and suite ; refused 1 
listen to the voice of the charmer, who represented i 
him the 'gi-eater safety of Yokohama harbour, and i* 
better adaptabihty for the desired conference ; and in tl 
easiest and ** most delifrhtful " manner, gained his poin 

Three scenes described by Mr. Olytilvnt shall 1 
presented, and tben we will pass on. 

H. M. S. Furious, with Lord Elgin on board, ha 
managed to find its way to tbe ancluu-age off Yedo, ** m 
far from the Japanese fleet, at a distance of about thr< 
miles fi'om tlio shore, and five from the capital of tl 
empire." Of course she was immediately visited by 
bevy of oflicials, **the burden of whose song was, *G 
back to Kana^i-awa.' " Lovd Eii(;iN, instead of complyinj 
Sviit a letter on shore the same afternoon to the Prin 
Minister, detailing the object of his visit — '*to make 
treaty and to present \he yacht to the Emperor ; " sir 
requesting that he might be fm^nished w^ith a suitab 
residence on sh'uv. TJie Japanese fleet spoken c 
** consisted of two large squai'e-rigged ships, a pret 
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little paddle-wheel steamer, which they had purchaBed 
from the Dutch Government, and a three masted 
schooner." 

The next day the frigate moved to an anchorage nearer 
the shore, and about noon-day ceiiain dignitaries went 
on board. ** They were plainly dressed, and accom- 
panied by the usual retinue. * ^ * Most of these 
were engaged diuiug the whole period of the interview 
with Lord Ex.gin, in reporting in note books precisely 
every word that passed." * * * « One fellow was 
actually discovered to be "making a sketch of his 
Excellencv." 

Next day but one, a favourable answer was received to 
the application for a shore residence, and on the 17th of 
August they landed. 

**0u the morning of that day" wTites Mr. Olj^^hant, 
''}][reat preparations were made, in order that the event 
miplit take place with due eclat. It had been arranged 
that some Jajipaiese officials should come off to accompany 
his Excellency on shore. They were evidently under 
the impression that we were going to land in their boats, 
and were not a little startled to find themselves on board 
the Lee, in company with the greater part of the squad- 
ron, all in full dress, and with thirteen ships' boats in tow, 
looking spinice and gay, with their neat crews, and their 
ensigns flying. The Eetribution, Furious, and yacht 
were all di*essed out ; and as the little Lee steamed boldly 
f)n past the foi-ts, and threaded her way among the 
jnnks l)eyond, the faces of our Jai)anese friends elongated 
at finding our entu-e mdifference to shallow water and 
sand-banks. 

" At last soundings in seven feet reminded us that even 
the Lee had a bottom, and we dropped anchor and got 
into our boats. As we did so, the ships thundered forth 
a salute, the band of the Retribution, in a paddle-box 
lH)at, struck up * Eule, Britannia,* the rest of tlie boats 
fonned in procession, Lord Elgin's barge in the centre, 
i'etween four paddle-box boats, each with a brass gun in 
the bow ; and in this order we pulled along the shore for 
about three miles, a spectacle such as Japanese eyes had 
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never before witnessed, and the novelty of which induced 
numerous boats to push off and take a nearer view of us 
as we moved steadily and rapidly along. The landing- 
place was about the centre of the city, which is here pro- 
tected along the sea-face by green batteries : the grassy 
slopes, dotted with handsome trees, would rather lead us 
to suppose that we were approaching a park than the 
most populous part of a densely-crowded city. We 
tm-ned off from the waters of the bay into a little creek, 
spanned by a bridge. So shallow, however, was the 
water, that we had some difficulty in forcing even the 
smaller boats to the foot of the stairs : we were consoled 
for the inconvenience by being informed that this was the 
landing-place reserved for the exclusive use of the 
highest officers of state." 

They found that Count Poutiatine had been in the 

capital during the preceding fortnight, on behalf of his 

Imperial master, but the Russian squadron had remained 

off Kanagawa. 
I have dwelt on this subject, in order that it may not 

be forgotten, that in obtaining their treaties, all of the 

foreign negociators — Commodore Peuhy, Mr. Harris and 

Lord Elgin — set the laws of the country at defiance ; 

and, under the appearance of friendship, reallj' did 

obtain their ends through intimidation. 

The Japanese officials saw the squadron with which 
Commodore Perry visited them in 1853, ominously 
enlarged, when, according to promise, he returned in 
1854; and, backed by that powerful display of war- 
vessels, they found that with all the external saaiiter in 
inodo, the deteiTuined sailor-di2)lomatist exercised a very 
decided fortiter in re. His words were sweeter than 
honey ; but his manner, and the actual presence of the 
ships, carried ever}i;hing before them. 

Mr. Haiuus had no fleet to suppoi*t liim. He adroitly, 
therefore, made use of the fame of the success of the 
British and French victories in China ; pointing to the 
certainty of the diplomats who had won a Treaty at the 
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point of the bayonet in China, coming to Japan to effect 
a similar object ; and promising that if a treaty were 
made with America, the President would act as a 
mediator in case of trouble arising between Japan and 
the two powerful western nations. 

Lord Elgin was not attended by a powerful squadron ; 
but he came "with the sunshine of fame" surrounding 
him ; and even he, one of the most just and conscien- 
tious of England's diplomatists, did not scruple to use 
the only means that offered any likelihood of success. 

Having said so much, it only remains to be told, that, 
finding or fancying they could not help themselves, the 
Government yielded with a good grace; and made the 
8hort visit of the English Embassy one of the most 
complete enjoyment. 

The treaty was signed on the 26th August Mr. 

Olyphant says : — ** The signing of the Treaty was a most 
solemn and serious operation, inasmuch as there were 
copies made in Dutch, Japanese, and English, of which 
each were in tripUcate, and each required the signatures 
of Lord Elgin and the six Commissioners, besides sundry 
additional clauses to be signed separately ; no fewer than 
eighty-four signatures had to be appended. Some of the 
Commissioners were, moreover, very particular in making 
pretty signatures, and painted away at the hieroglyphics 
which represented their names, with evident care and 
anxiety. Others — friend Higo, for instance — dashed 
away with his brush, perfectly regardless of the opinion 
which people in England miglit form of his handwriting. 
The process of sealing, unkno\vn to them, created a good 
deal of interest and curiosity; and afterwards, when 
Lord Elgin proposed an interchange of pens, he having 
pmposely made use of six different ones, the Admu-aJ 
appropriately remarked, that he gladly availed himself 
of this opportunity of inaugurating the interchange of 
the products of the two countries, which he trusted 
might ever be marked with that interchange of good 
feeling which had characterized om- mutual intercourse 
hitherto." 

VOL. I D 
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And now all having been happily effected within four- 
teen days of Lord Elgin's arrival, ho left for Shangha;i 
on the 26th August. 

In accordance with the English treaty, Mr. Ruther- 
ford Alcock arrived in Yedo, in TI. M. S. Sampson, in 
June 1859, duly accredited aS her Britannic Majesty's 
Envoy Extraordinary, Minister plenipotentiary and 
Consul-general. Mr. Harris, the U. S. Minister had re- 
mained in Japan, after having accomplished his treaty 
in 1858, residing principally at Shimoda, a port near the 
entrance to the gulf of Yedo ; but he also arrived at 
Yokohama in anticipation of the opening day. 

Mr. Alcock, liaving secured the commodious temple of 
Tozenji as his residence and legation in Y^edo, and after 
exchanging the ratifications of the treaty between his 
country and Japan, paid a visit to Kanagawa, to in- 
augurate the opening of the poi*t on the appointed day. 

Kanagawa itself is a long straggling town, skii-ting 
both sides of the famous Tokaido or Eastern sea road 
that runs between Yedo, Osaka — the central com- 
mercial city of the empke, and Kioto — ^the metroi)olis. 
It lies at the head of a fine bay, that forms a deep 
indentation on the eastern side of the gulf of Yedo, and, 
measured by a Japanese standard, has long had a con- 
siderable trade. The bay on the Kanagawa side, how- 
ever, although affording a sufticient depth of water for 
flat-bottomed native junks, was quite unfit even for the 
smaller classes of foreign ships, and this circumstance 
led to the ready adoption by the earliest foreign settlers 
of a site on the opposite side of the bay, off which the 
largest ship may ride in perfect safety in all states of the 
tide or weatlier. The site had been duly prepared for 
them by the government : but its selection led to the first 
passage of arms between the Japanese Government and 
the representatives of England and America, ThQ 



KANAOAWA AND YOKOHAMA. 27 

dispute ended in a sort of compromise, inasmuch as the 

Government, after a long delay, granted a site on the 

Eanagawa side, where foreigners might purchase as much 

land or property from the Japanese owners as they liked, 

and the foreign consuls were provided with residences ; 

but virtually the Japanese Government triumphed, as 

the merchant-pioneers of commerce could not wait while 

diplomacy was discussing ; and the houses, godowns and 

allotments offered by the Government at Yokohama being 

readily accepted by the eager traders, local interests 

were quickly estabUshed that rendered it useless for any 

ministers to hope for the removal of the settlement. 

In point of fact, Mr. Alcock, and Mr. Harris who 
cordially agreed with him, were right politically speaking, 
though less certainly so in a commercial point of view. 
They had before them the example of Desima ; and when 
they saw the locality prepared for the new settlement, 
they might well feel alarm, lest their counti;^Tnen should 
be subjected to an imprisonment similar to that so long 
and patiently endured by the Dutch factory at Nagasaki, 
and which it had been the particular object of Com- 
modore Ferry to guard against. 

In the treaty, Eanagawa is mentioned as one of the 
ports to be opened. Yokohama was a collection of huts, 
that it would be almost bombastic to dignify with the 
name of a fishing village. It was a small strip of hard 
ground bounded on the north by the sea ; on the south by 
an extensive swamp which lay between it and a fine and 
well cultivated plain ; on the west by a creek, tidal for 
about a mile, at which distance fi-om its sea mouth it is 
Beparated by sluice-gates from the fresh water stream 
above ; and on the east by an estuary into which a river 
that flows from the hills empties itself. As a boundary 
for the foreign settlement a canal had been cut through 
the Bait-water swamp in its rear, uniting the creek and 
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the estuary ; so that the new settlement was an islai 
from which there were but two exits : viz, three bridg 
(virtually one exit, as all led into the same street,) aero 
the creek into the village of Homura, and one bridj 
across the eastern estuary leading to a long viaduct, specia 
ly made across salt marshes to, Kanagawa — a distance 
about three miles. Each of the bridges on the west wj 
protected by a gate, shut at sunset, and by a guar* 
house, in which yakunins were always on duty to watc 
who entered or left the settlement, examine the luggag 
bundles or parcels, and to see that they conveyed nothii 
contraband either in or out. On the hills immediate! 
at the back of Hominra, and at the end of the paths I 
which they were most naturally reached from the thr< 
bridges, were large station-houses, each with a stror 
guard of soldiers ; so that, on that side there was great pr< 
vision — ^the Gorogiu would say, for foreigner's protectior 
but foreign ministers might reasonably suspect, for inte 
ference with their freedom of ingress and egress. On tl 
eastern side also, Kanagawa could not be reached wit] 
out passing through a series of gates, each with its guar< 
house. 

It was not to be wondered at therefore, that ministe 
should new with something like suspicion, if not alarr 
the act of the Japanese Government in removing fo 
cigners to a distance of a league from the high roa 
planting their settlement on such a spot, isolating 
still more effectually than had been done by nature, ai 
guarding it so strongly, — whilst withal, it was so limife 
in extent, that the first settlers having on arriva 
obtained appropriations of land, there were no moi 
allotments to be got, and the later comers had to buy ( 
enormous prices of their more fortunate fore-numen 
On the Kanagawa siuo the settlement might have hee 
extended to any distance, either in the valleys or on tl 
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hills enclosing them; and thus a great deal of land 
speculation that was afterwards loudly complained of 
might have been avoided. But there were other 
considerations. 

At Yokohama the Government had gone to a vast 
expense in making a hatoha or landing place, composrd 
of two granite-faced jetties, running out into the sea. 
Then the harbour was undenially good, while Kanagawa 
had the disadvantage of shoal water for a distance of 
nearly a mile from the shore. A few houses and 
godowns, after a fashion, had been prepared for 
merchants to step into at once, whilst at Kanagawa no 
preparation was made ; and, above all, the very fact of 
the space being so limited gave to those who accepted 
allotments the certainty of a large bonus from those wliom 
ihey knew to be coming, and w^ho would only be able to 
get location by i)urchase from the original allottees. 
Thus, everjiihing was against the foreign ministers, and 
in favour of Yokohama being retained, with all its 
disadvantages of enclosures and guard-houses. 
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THE BRITISH MINISTER'S FIRST THREE DIFFICULTIES — THE 
LOCALITY OF THE SETTLEMENT. — ATTEMPTS TO PREVENT FREE 
USE OF THE TOKAIDO. — THE CURRENCY QUESTION. — MR. 
ALCOCK's own record of THE OPENING DAY. — COMPLETENESS 
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APPOINTMENT AND ITS CAUSE. — INGENIOUS J¥ NOT FAIR. — RE- 
LATRTi VALUE OF GOLD AND SHAVER. — JAPANESE WIDE-AWAKE 
BUT MI8TAK>:N. — SILVER AND COPPER COIN. — ^J.VJ»ANESE FIRST 
year's experience of foreigners not ENCOURAGING. — 
EFFLUX OF GOLD. — ASSIMILATION OF V.VLUES TO THOSE OF 
OTHER COUNTRIES. 

The fii'st day saw the British Envoy-extraordinaiy 
saddled with **tlirec dillieultics," as he pathetically 
records in his ** Narrative of a three yeai-s residence m 
Japan," arising out of tin? j^reparations the Government 
had made for the opening of the poii:. The lirst — the 
dispute as to the locality of the settlement — I have 
akeady alluded to ; the second — the attempt of the 
government to prevent free use of the Tokaido even to 
the Ministers and Consuls, between Kanagawa and 
Yodo ; and thii'dly, a more serious and lasting diiHculty 



THE OIJItBENOT. 81 

tian either — ^the alteration of the native currency to meet 
the ienth clause in the Treaty, which ran thus : — 

"As some time \vill elapse before the Japanese will 

become acquainted with the value of foreign coin, the 

Jaj)anese Government will for the period of one year after 

the opening of each port, furnish British subjects with 

Japanese coin in exchange for theirs, equal weight being 

given, and no discount allowed for recoinage.'* 

The second difficulty was one that did not take very 

iong to get over; but the " Cun*ency question " gave an 

immensity of trouble to every one concerned. To 

convey an exact idea of the shape it assumed in its first 

first practical working we will take the following extract 

from Sir Rutherford Alcock's work : — 

" I went on shore as soon as the Sampson had cast 
anchor and it was impossible not to be struck with 
the admirable and costly structm'es of granite which the 
Japanese had so rapidly raised, in a large broad pier 
running far into the bay, and a long flight of steps at 
which twenty boats might land their passengers or 
cargoes at the same time. Immediately in front was a 
large official-looking building, which was pointed out as 
the Custom-house, and thither we proceeded to find 
some of the officials and an interpreter. The gate gave 
entrance into a court yard, paved with stones from the 
beach, and round the four sides were ranges of offices, 
some evidently still in the carpenters' hands. Every- 
where there were signs of a rush having been made to 
Ret into some sort of occupation and preparedness by 
July Ist, the day fixed by our treaty for the opening of 
the port. In one of the large apartments we foimd two 
grave-looking officials seated on their heels at the ' receipt 
of Custom,' with scales and weights and a glittering 
heap of new coins : — the currency of Japan, we were told, 
ready to exchange, according to treaty, for dollars. 
Immediately some of the party, eager to be possessed of 
the cun-ency, as they were preparing to visit the shops, 
threw their dollars into the empty scale, and obtained 
for each — two fine-looking coins weight for weight, 
most religiously exact, as stipulated in the treaty 
regulations ! The government seemed to have exceeded 
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all expectation in their preparations, with an eagemes 
and completeness that was calculated to disarm th 
most suspicions nature ! After some conversation witl 
two of the governors of Foreign Affairs, as to a locatioi 
for the Consul on the opposite side of the bay, whicl 
they declared could not he f/ivoi, we turned down thi 
Main Street, and here witnessed a scene which coul( 
hardly have been enacted any where but in Russia 
where whole villages appeared as if by magic at tin 
mandate of Potemkin, to greet the Empress Catherine 
in her progress tlu'ough her dominions witli evidence o 
a flourishing and populous empire, where ten days be 
fore there was only a desert. Here, out of a mai-sh b; 
tlie edge of a deserted bay, a wave of the conjuror's wan( 
had created a considerable and bustling settlement c 
Japanese merchants. A lai'ge wide street was bor<lerei 
on both sides with handsome well-built houses of timbe 
and mud walls, but the occupants had evidently only tha 
very morning been precipitated in — theii* goods wer 
still for the greater pai*t unpacked, while frantic effort 
were being made by servants and porters, in a state r 
dehquescence, to make some sort of show of the saleabl 
contents. 

** Partly to encourage such devotion to our interests 
and with some of the eagerness with which children f 
the largest growth are not quite exempt from feehng,-^ 
to spend money already in the pocket for that purpose 
various articles were priced by some of the juniors. An( 
nothing could seem more reasonable. Six itziboos fo 
that charming glove-box ! what can be cheaper ? thre 
itziboos to the dollai* — why that is only two dollars 
Here my friend, here is your price without haggling- 
two dollars. 

** A suspicious look and shake of the head, wit 
averted palm, created a momentary pause ; until it wa 
sug^!:ested that, as at Nagasaki, they could only receiv 
Japanese money. * Ah, all right, lioie it is, bright an 
fresh from the mint, two for the dollar ; therefore two ( 
them — what do they call them again ? — two of ther 
must bo equal to three itziboos — one and a half eae 
— aye, that i.s the calculation. Now my friend, there i 
is, four of these large bright coins : I wish I could re 
member their name ! But the palm turned them ovei 
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and again the head shook, hut this time four fingers were 
held up throe times in rapid succossion. * Why, what 
does he mean ? He asked six itziboos, which I have 
given, and now he wants twelve. Wlmi an extortionate 
Jew !' This e^'idently required the aid of language and 
an interi)reter, — and with such lielj) tlio explanation was 
as easy as it was unsatisfactory. Each of the bright 
coins was, indeed, the weight of one and a half itziboos 
but thev bore the mint mai'k and value of half an Itzihoo I 
There it was, clear enough, *ni-shi,' — half. Oh what a 
fall was there ! Had the bright silver been turned into 
the shrivelled leaves of the sorcerer they could not have 
l>een looked upon with more disgust and surprise. There 
Were no purchases made that morning. One of the 
party who had been the most eager ruefully remarking, 
'the things are remarkably 2)retty — but to clip the 
Mar of two-thirds of its value will make them rather 
dear to the holders of that coin ! ' " 

This was the first attempt of the Japanese to equalise 
their coinage to that brought by foreigners. It was of 
course quickly upset — but it was ingenious if uot fair. 
Tlie root of the difficulty lay hi the smallest space im- 
aj^nable, and yet the settlement of the ** currency '* was 
for years unaccomplished. The Japanese have adopted 
for themselves for centiu'ies, in all things, standai'ds 
quite independent and frequently the very reverse of 
those of other nations. Thus the relative value of gold 
and silver throughout the rest of the world being about 
•IS 1 to 15, (the ounc(; of gold in England for instance 
beinj^ equal to £3.17.10i and the ounce of silver to 
5s.2d.), in Japan, according to their currency, the ounce 
of silver relatively with gold when converted into boos, 
taking gold at the English standard, was about as 1 to 
^the ounce of silver being worth 13s. 6d. 

This shews, at a glance, how certain it was that con- 
fusion would arise if the tenth clause was insisted upon 
ID its integrity. It must be clear to the weakest com- 
prehension that unless a change were made of some kind, 

TOL. I s 
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every grain of gold foreigners conld purchase at such 
rates would he seized — would he fought for — with the 
prosiK>ct of turning tlie inimey over i)erhaps a dozen 
times in the year, and the ('crtiiint y of a profit of at least 
150 per cent each time. 

It is evident that the .Japanese had their eyes open 
when they allowed ilie ohnoxious clause to pass — for 
they resisted it at lirst, declaring that their silver 
coinage had a nominal vahic far heyond its intrinsic 
worth; and tluit Amevican or any other foreign money 
could only he rec-ognized hy tliem as so much hulliou. 
They yielded, howevt-r, at Ihc time ; douhtless with a, 
mental reservation, tliat, in the interval between the 
making of the treaties and their ratification, they would 
find means to i)rotect themselves ; and thus wlu'ix 
foreigners demandi^l the t^xehange of their dollars for 
native coni, then' was one specially pn^pared for theni 
which was the \evy opposite of the old coinage. The 
1)00 represented a purchasing i)ower far heyond its value, 
the new coin a purchasing ])ower far below its intrinsic 
worth in silver. If the original cmi-ency therefore would 
not suit them, neither would the new be accepted by 
foreigners. It was not a 2)art of the genuine cmTency of 
the countrv, nor did it bear the same relative value as 
that currency — and it was too much to expect that we 
should accept a coin intrinsically worth one itziboo and 
a half with a purchasing power of half a l)oo only. 

The relative value between then* silver and copper 
coinage was equally disproportioned — and when Mr. 
Alcock saw the real position they had placed themselves 
in he at once suggested, what nineteen persons out of 
twenty would say was the only feasible plan of meetmg 
the danger, — (for it was a danger that threatened the 
entke sweeping away of their gold and copper coinage) — 
that they shoixld assimilate their values to those of other 
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nations. This was done at last in the case of gold and 
silver — but not before such an export of gold had taken 
place, as led to an amount of indignation and bitterness 
on the part of the Japanese such as it will take years to 
allay. The copper currency they replaced by u'on — but 
the gold was bought up as quickly as it could be gathered 
together, and sent out of the country. The gold kobang, 
which at the opening of the ports was thus bought for 
four boos, is now difficult to obtain ; the last I remember 
being sold realised seven dollars each. 

During the first year, the Japanese Government must 
indeed have felt that they had made a great mistake in 
enterhig into treaties with foreigners. Trade there was 
comparatively little, except in this bullion. How could 
it be otherwise ? The coin that the Government had 
invented for foreigners was in itself calculated to prevent 
any business in expoi*ts, for it placed the boo and the 
dollar on a par of value ; and, as the merchants always 
cxjKfcted to be paid iji native coin, for silk or tea that had 
cost the native dealer 1,000 boos, (the equivalent of 383 
Mcncan doUju's), if sold to foreigners even at the same 
price, the latter having to change their dollars weight for 
wt'ight, and getting only the new coin, the cost to them 
Would be Jj? 1,000, the government quietly and most 
philosophically i)ocketiiig the diflerence. 

This state of things would have suited their book very 
well. It would have worked well either way. It would 
have made the treaties a dead letter, by rendering trade 
iini)ossil)le ; — and as for any foreigners who might come 
to the coimtry as mere visitors, they would give to the 
Government a profit of two l)oos on every one they spent. 
Cltimately this half boo was set aside; and the 
(loveniment tried various expedients to save themselves 
from the consequence of the imequal value of then* boo 
to its purchasing power. When once it was settled that 



36 YOUNG JAPAN. 

the treaty wa8 to be adhered to in its integrity, and tha 
dollars were to be chaii/^a'd for tlioir weight in the tru 
currency, the evil commenced that all might hav 
foreseen; and instead of the Government making th 
lai'ge profit they had calculated upon^-**the biter wa 
bit," and many foreigners made large sums by exchangin 
their dollars for boos, purchasing the gold coinage at it 
disproportionate value, shipping it to China and thcr 
selling it at its true bullion value, and thus making, a 
we have above said, upwards of 150 per cent, in a cas 
transaction covering only a month or six weeks. 

The Government complained loudly of the efflux ( 
their gold ; and even the ministers blamed their countrj 
men for thus availing themselves of the terms of Ih 
treaty. There were indued some who called for a 
amount of exchange far ))eyond anything that could I 
called reasonable : and in the rush and scuffle for tl 
coveted traffic, these, having demanded the fullest amou3 
even they had the face to demand in then* own person 
supplemented their requii'ements in fictitious name 
such as themselves shew the character of the scrambl 
This must be condemned : but that the traffic should 1 
also complained of by ministers simply because it pi 
the Japanese Government to its wits' end, was absur< 
It was strictly in accordance with treaty. The Japanes 
yielded to tlie clause, evidently knowing quite well tli- 
consequences to themselves if the cm'rency continued ai 
it was at the time ; and there is little doubt that thej 
yielded only after seeing a way to meet the difficulty 
That way was to rob the foreigners without any com 
pimction by their new half boo. Foreigners did not sci 
where the fun lay in bemg thus muclted, and insisted oi 
the treaties being adhered to. The result was as wi 
have seen. The tal^l-s were tm-ned, and the Japanesi 
hod none but themselves to blame. 
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A great monetary revulBion at last was rendered 
compulsory, and the precious metals were assimilated in 
value to that of the outer world. 

But the lirst yeai* came to a close, and the weight for 
weight exchange terminated with it. 
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DISTASTR Ton FOlvKJClN INTKriCOF-l^iSK. THE FUIST ASSASS^K-" 

NATION. — Tin: :missi(>n ov c« )r nt moi'Ravikff amoorsky. — nt s 

LAllGK RETINUE. — THREE JIFSSIANS MURDERED. — BUTOHER^^fcT. 
— NO PREVIOT'S APPREHENSIONS OF ST'CII ATTACKS. — RrDENEf=^S 
OF SAMURAI. ---Al'OLO(iY. — PR03VVRLE MOTHTS. — GREED C^ F 

FOREKiNEP.S.— EFFECT ON THE JAPANESE MIND. ANOTHL^ K 

COLD-RIiOODED MTTRDEU. DESTPJ'CTTON OF THE TYCOOJu *S 

rAl,\(:i: IN YEDO. (-LOOMV ASPECT OF AFFAIRS. — NOT SHARElD 

RY ALL. — NORLE ASPIRATIONS OF THE JAPANESE. 

Wo ^avc in our last chapter an account of tbo earliest 
difticultics wiili wliicli lbroijc(n ministers had to grapple*- 
A very little lat(^r th(^ lirst of tliose tragedies occiuTOcl 
that have sinee thnnm such an unpleasant shadow o\'<^i' 
the intercourse betAveini the Jai)anese and foreignei*3. 

The llussian (.lovernor of Sil)eria, Count Moun.vviEr-'^'' 
Amoorsky, ai-rived in the gulf, accompanied by i* 
squadron of ten vessels. IL; came to settle as to U^^ 
manner in Avhich Saghalien should l)o jointly occupit**^^ 
by the Kussians and Ja])anese. It seems a small thia^ 
for so great a minister, and with so great a display c^^ 
power, to come upon; Imt Ilussia understands dealing' 
with Eastern races l)etter than any other Euroi)ea 
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power does, and she finds her advantage in displaying 
litT strength iu the most prominent and marked manner. 
Thus, on taking up his residence at the temple prepared 
fur him, " he landed with a guard of 300 men fully 
armed and equipped." Yet all this display availed little 
with the people ; for several of the ofiicers of the Russian 
navy were openly msulted, and at last, one night, the 
settk^ment of Yokohama was thrown into a state of 
excitement by the intelUgence that at about 8 o'clock 
that evening three Russians had l)een mm-dered. '* An 
officer, with a sailor and the steward of one of the ships 
had been on shore to buy provisions, and on their way to 
the boat, whilst the shops were still open, the pai^ty was 
Set upon by some Japanese and hewn down with the 
most ghastly wounds that could be milicted." We have 
siuce become familiarized with the mode in which the 
Japanese hack and cut to pieces those they succeed in 
bringing down — and the description, painfully minute, 
as given by Sir Rutherford Alcock, of this butchery, has 
more recently been again and again repeated, rendering 
it needless for us to give it in detail. ** The ruffians," 
says Sir Rutherford, were not content with simply 
killing, but must have taken a pleasure in cutting to 
pieces/' On a later occasion, when a murder was 
committed apparently by several assassins, a high 
Japanese official assured the British minister that there 
was only one assailant — remarking that whenever a 
Japanese kills with the sword, he always makes several 
wounds, however effectual the first may have been. 

There does not seem to have been any reason for this 
act of barbarity, unless it be foimd m the fact that the 
Count had obtained the dismissal of some yakunins by 
complaining of insults offered to Russian officers a few^ 
days previously. 

No one who merely resided in the settlement of Yoko- 
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hama had as vet tbonc^bt such a consnmmation of the 

fvidf-nt «li like with wliich foreifnurs were recrarded ])y 
the vakuniu class, would l»c* at all likelv. iliich as the 
cnrrf-ncy difficulty had operated in reuderiiif^ the giilf 
lietwoen foivi^niers and the jiovemment wider and wider, 
there were no actual apprehensions of such a tragedy. 
From the veiy fi!*st, the nideness of the Yedo people, 
more pniticuLiily tliv two sworded race, had rendered 
any ai}»vavance in t;io streets of the city, whether on 
horse had; or on f«MJt, extremely disagreeable, and hafl 
called foi-tli on the part of Sir Rutherford a very strong 
protest. In Yokohama, however, there was not so much 
of this : and on the first blush of the thing expectations 
ran high that Comit ilouRAviEFF would take a ven^ 
severe and ample revenge. But no vengeful measures 
were taken. Certain "high officers" went on board 
ship and made ** jin apology- on the pai-t of the Govern- 
ment, engaging to discover and punish the offenders by 
a given period. It was fmiJier stipulated that the 
Governor of Kanagawa should be disgraced, and that 
they should build a moi-tuary chapel and keep a guai*d 
in pei-pctuity on the spot. It was very characteristic 
that this last condition was precisely the one they most 
resisted, as entailing on all posterity a great and endless 
expense." The tomb of the murdered Eussians is the 
most prominent ol)ject in the foreign burial ground to 
this dav. 

Among other motives assigned for this deed w^as one 
that Princo Mrro, having be(^n exiled by the Regent, 
h K.vMON-No-K.vMi, '*had been left under siuTeillance 
chatiug under the loss of power and the failure of his 
l)r()j(»cts. Having yet a large body of officers and 
retainers dt'voti'd to him as thuir feudal chief, it was 
supposed he had now taken this means of bringing the 
existing Goveniment and its real chief, the Regent, into 
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oUision with a foreign power, hoping in the confasion to 
•ecover his position, ancVperhaps seize upon the reins of 
power as Tycoon." 

The causes most visible on the surface in Yokohama, 
for the animosity with which officials regarded foreigners, 
were connected with the efflux of gold, as alluded to in a 
previous chapter. 

A perfect frenzy took possession of the merchants, and 
little else was thought worth attention than the conver- 
rion of dollars into boos, and boos into golden kobangs. 
A great deal of indignation was exhibited by some of the 
foreign merchants at the manifest partiaUty with which 
the exchanges were made by the Custom house officers, 
and led to the belief that they had been initiated into the 
secret of allaying the irritability of an itching palm. 
Complaints of their partiality were both loud and vehe- 
ment ; and they professed to be equally indignant with 
the insatiable avarice of crafty foreigners, who seemed 
in a fair way to drain the country of its gold. Strongly 
does the state of things bring to mind poor Tom Hood's 
apostrophe to what Bums calls the ** yellow dirt ** : — 

" Gold, Gold, Gold, Gold ! 
" Bright and yellow, hard and cold : 
" Molten, graven, hammered, rolled, 
" Hoarded, bartered, bought and sold — 
** Stolen, borrowed, squandered, doled — 
" Spumed by the young but hugged by the old 
" To the very verge of the churchyard mould ! 
** Price of many a crime untold — 

" Gold, Gold, Gold, Gold ! " 

The extent to which this passion was carried may be 
judged by a fact recorded by Sir Eutherford, that an 
American fi*igate coming into port, one officer resigned 
his commission and instantly freighted a ship and started 
^firm; and nearly every other officer in the ship, finding 
^1 the favour of the Custom house an unlimited supply 

TOL. I E 
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of hziboos, as thev were about to take the embassy over 
to Amr-rica, — f-nt^reii largely iiit<'> profitable operations— 
for inmv triina -ilver \v.\*^ ■-'•'»M ! " 

Ap:ain «lrawuie <'»n Sir IirTin:?.F'^^.r«. I quote some of j 
his remark? on the -ubiect, which bt-ar upon events that j 
developed! themselves Imir afteiAvanls. j 

" It would ]»e dilB'.uIt to estimate how much, and how \ 
disastrous, was tiit- inriuencf these unfortunate sj^la- i 
tions and bickeriiiu's excrcisr J on the Japanese mind. 
The exchani:- of itzi1i.n-s « intended to foster lej^atimate 
trade, but svstemtiticiilly, and persicverin^ily, devoted to 
the buying up of their j^old coinage, which was daily 
shipped oflF in lar^^e quantities, to thtir despair), became 
at last, their one ab.S'jrbinc: thought. There can be no 
doubt it tend^^'d much to excite feelings t»f hostility, and 
to anay all thtir j'rejudices against the foreigner, his 
trade, and all that belonf^ed to him. or was comiectoil 
with his presf'uce in the country. It equally certainly 
and seriously wai'i)f*d theii* better judgment, m regard to 
the possible benefits of foreign commerce. It was about 
this time thev first l)egan to exhibit a desire, which soon 
ripened into a disthict proposition, to defer the opening 
of any more ports for a term of years ; and even in the 
inten-al, to limit the exports from those already opened. 
Many were the discussions both viva voce and on papei'i 
to which those reiterated attempts to nullif}^ the treaties 
led ; one result of which was to give a consider- 
able insight into their system of political economy 
and ethics.'* 

The excitement that followed the massacre of the three 

Russians was hardly allayed, when Yokohama witnessed 

another cold-blooded murder. The Chinese servant of 

Mr. LouREiiio, vice-Consul for France, was cut down by 

a man with a sword, in the middle of the day, near the 

house of bis master. Until the end of 1866 nothing was 

heard of the culprit or the motives for the crime. In that 

year, however, the Japanese officials gave out that he had 

been taken on another charge, and had confessed that he 

was the mm-derer of the Chinaman— his reason being 
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i he received an insult from a foreigner, such as a 
aneBc wearer of two swords could not brook; and 
le time aftei-wards taking the Chinaman, who wore a 
fl of European costume, for the aggressor, he drew his 
ird and cut him down. The murderer was beheaded 
bin the enclosm-e of the Tobe in 18G7. 
'his murder was committed early in November. A 

days afterwards the Tycoon's palace at Yedo was 
nt to the ground. Whether the event had any- 
ig to do with foreigners was doubtful. Indeed it is 
necessary to raise the question, as the time of the 
r was just that in which fires are affairs of every day 
arrence in Yedo. Things generally began to look very 
)my, and as the new year approached they did not 
w any inclination to mend. 

I friend, whose note-book has been placed at my dis- 
al, gives me an incident he has therein recorded, which 
W3 that amid the ominous appearance of things, there 
e some among the Japanese who aheady looked hope- 
y to the future. 

' I asked a Japanese who was making rapid i)rogress 
h the English language as a student interi)roter, what 
thought of it ? Ho replied — * It is the language of 
lization, and all Japanese will leam it.' And then 
if a good idea had struck him, he laid hold of a bottle 
t was on the table, the cork of which was only just 
iciently in the neck to prevent it from falling out, so 
t there was a good inch of the cork visible. Placing 

hand on the top of the cork he said — * To da}' 
Jand is Ikil',' — and then putting his hand about a 
pie of inches fiom the bottom lie added * and Japan 
lort'. In tin years time England will still be at the 
, but,' ))hi<iiig liis hand at the bottom of the cork 
:xv it entered the neck of the bottle, * Japan will be 
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'Twas a noble confidence in the adaptability of his 
country to take its place among the great nations, and 
certainly a very happily illustrated ambition. The ten 
years are long past, and Japan is not yet in the position 
he prophesied for her : but she has been making more 
rapid progress than ever did nation before — and probably 
before many years are sped ^'e may see his dream much 
further advanced towards realization. 
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CHAPTER V. 

ORE DISASTERS. — GREAT FIRE IN YOKOHAMA. — EARTH- 
IE. — MURDER OF MR. ALCOOK'S INTERPRETER DANKITOHI. 
I-IMAND AMONG JAPANESE FOR FIREARMS. — DESTRUCTION 
FRENCH LEGATION BY FIRE. — PLEASANT RUMOURS AND 
iPECT. — TWO DUTCH CAPTAINS CUT DOWN. — CROWNING 
.STROPHE. — THE ASSASSINATION OF THE REGENT. 

I8A8TERS followed 0116 another so rapidly, in the early 
> of the settlement, as to cause much anxiety among 
igners as to the influences that were working against 

oly six months had elapsed, when, to the acts of bar- 
sm and hatred recorded in the last chapter, there was 
a added a misfortune that told very severely on some 
le young mercantile houses who had established hero, 
he 5th of Januaiy 1860, a fire broke out in the foreign 
•ter, which destroyed a largo portion of it, and ex- 
ed itself to the native town. The Governor of Eana- 
i and his officers, with the organised native fire bri- 
:, wiought with wonderful energy, and saved much 
»erty ; protecting it carefully, and exerting themselves 
y to stop the conflagration. Whilst the tire was 
ag a boat arrived with seventeen personsi including 



46 YOUNG JAPAN. 

the captain, his wife and child, of a ship that had been 
wrecked, who were Hghted to the settlement by the glare 
from the flames. They had been eight days and nights 
in the boat, which was midecked. The severest shock 
of an eaiihquake that had up to that time been ex- 
perienced followed in a few days ; and before the end of 
i]ui month -another murderous tragedy was enacted, the 
victim being a Japanese, named Dankitchi, who ha\ing 
been years before shipwrecked on a foreign shore, Ame- 
rica, had returned to his country the moment he could 
do so under the protection of a Treaty Power, on the 
opening of the ports. He was employed as an interpre- 
ter at tlie English legation by Mr. Alcock, who had 
long feared that the animosity evidently existing against 
him among his countrymen would inevitably bring 
him to grief. He had received distinct warning of 
the hostility entertained towards him, and in spite of 
this, his overweening manner was everything that was 
calculated to mspire in the breasts of his countrymen 
hatred and contempt. He was standing close to the 
Legation flagstafl' in Yedo, in the open day, mth women 
and chikb'en close to him, when ** one or two men stole 
stealthilv down behind where he was, and a short sword 
was buried to the hilt in his body, transfixing him as he 
stood. He staggered a few paces towards the porter at 
the gate, w^ho drew the sword out from his back, and 
there he fell bathed in his blood.'* • 

Before this there had arisen in Yokohama a great 
demand among Japanese for iu'e-arms, and numerous 
reports led to the assumption that there was something 
hostile to foi'eigners in the ^\ind. Sii* llrTUEiii'OKD 
declares himself as satisfied that Government knew that 
the blow was a])<)ut to descend upon DANKiTrrn, for a 
Governor of I'oreign Affairs, a few days previously, had 
spent much time in denouncing him to Mr. Eusden, the 
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I&panese secretary, nrging him stronf^ly to dismiss him. 
The murderers were not, so far as is known, discover- 
able. The murdered man was buried with the rites and 
ceremonies of his own land : being followed to the grave 
by the members of all the foreign legations and by two 
Governors of Foreign Affaii's. 

But whilst the assassination was under discussion 
Utween the English Minister and two high officials who 
had called at midnight to offer their condolence on the 
atrocious event, a messenger arrived announcing that 
the French Legation was on lire. This was within a 
few hours of the catastrophe at the English Legation. 
Tbev must have been warm times, those. Seven 
months had not elapsed, and what have we had to 
record *? Four men deliberately murdered in cold l)lood ; 
a tire in the settlement ; a lire at the Tycoon's palace 
and a lire at the French Legation. Rumours were rife 
of the most impleasant intentions with regard to the 
strangers, and, early in February- , Mr. Harris, the United 
States Minister sent to the British Envoy Extraordinary, 
to the effect that it had been reported to him that fifty 
men had been seized the night before by the police — it 
having been discovered that they had gone down to 
Yokohama to murder all the foreigners. About the same 
time TAbbo Girard was seated outside a tea-house, as 
his horse was being fed, when a fellow wearing two 
swords came up to him, and said, ** You know you are all 
to be killed?" *^No, really!"— was the reply— ** when?'* 
To which the other answered ** Soon, in a siligle night." 

Ail tried to hope for the best, and that there might bo 
no ground for such rumours and that the last of the 
chapter of horrors had been seen. But no ! On the 
2r)th Fe])ruary, about 8 p.m., two Dutch captains of 
v«'>sol8 in harbour were cut down in the Main street of 
Yokohama. This act was accompanied by the same 
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features as the others, and completed the half dozen of 
lives taken within as many months. 

The Japanese Government, by the tenacity with which 
their new visitors clung to the sdil, might have seen how 
powerful is the attraction of gain. 

To counterbalance these evils were the prospects of 
rapid fortune held out to all who could get a reasonable 
share of the currency ; and some got more than a 
reasonable share. The settlement benefited by the fire ; 
as a better class of houses and godowTis was erected, and 
gave an appearance to the place much superior to that 
it had before exhibited. As yet there was but little of 
what we might term trade proper — for the kobang 
scrimmage could lay no claim to the title. 

And now occmTed one of those events, that mark a 
distinct epoch in the foreign relations mth the country-. 

It is well known that the Tycoon is selected from three 
families — called the Gosankei. They are the Daimios 
of Kiusiu, OwARi and Mito. Hitherto tlie last named had 
never had any representative attain the much coveted 
rank : — and the Prince of that house, on the arrival of 
foreign ambassadors to make treaties in 1858, saw in the 
jealousy the yielding to their overtures occasioned 
amongst the daimios against the Tycoon, an occasion 
that might become a stepping-stone for his house. 
Accordingly, on the decease of the prince who had 
nominally held the reins of power since 1853, he hoped 
to secure for one of his otvti sons the election to the 
vacant dignity. But the hereditary Eegent of the 
Empire, an enlightened and determined man, having 
discovered beyond doubt the whole Mito plot, ordered 
him into retirement, with the promise that if he obeyed 
the order promptly and quietly, he would at a favorable 
opportunity obtain a reversal of the sentence ; otherwise 
he should use force, Mito, checkmated, acquiesced. 
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Bui farooding in his retirement over his failure, devised a 
plan to rid him of his enemy. 

The election had fallen upon a young prince of Kiusiu, 

and dnring his minority, Ii Kamon-no-Kami was fully 

invested with his hereditary office as Gotairo or Begent. 

In March 1860, he was on his way to the Tycoon's 

palace, in a norimon surrounded by his retainers. On 

the bridge crossing the moat, was the cortege of the 

Prince of Eiusiu ; and coming along the road towards 

the same point, was the retinue of the Prince of Owari. 

The account of what followed we give in Sir Rutherford's 

own words : — 

"The Gotairo was thus between them at the foot of 
the bridge, in the open formed by the meeting of a broad 
street, which debouches on the bridge. A few straggling 
groups, enveloped in their oil-paper cloaks, alone were 
near, when suddenly, one of these seeming idlers flung 
himself across the line of march, immediately in front 
of the Regent's norimon. The officers of the household, 
^ose place is on each side of him, rushed forward at 
this unprecedented interruption — a fatal move, which had 
evidently been anticipated, for their place was instantly 
filled with armed men in coats of mail who seemed to 
have sprung from the earth — a compact band of some 
18 or 20 men. The unhappy officers and attendants, thus 
taken by surprise, were hampered with their rain gear — 
*nd many fell before they could draw a sword either to 
defend themselves or their lord. A few seconds must have 
done the work ♦ * * * * when one of the band was 
seen to run along the causeway with a gory trophy in his 
hand. Many had fallen in the melee on both sides. 
'ho of the assailants who were badly wounded, finding 
escape impossible, stopped in their flight, and deli- 
benUely performed the haraHni, to the edification of 
their pursuers — for it seems to be the law (so sacred is 
the rite or right, whichever may be the proper reading) 
that no one may be interrupted even for the ends of 
justice. ♦♦**** Eight of the assailants were 
^accounted for when it was all over ; — and many of the 
letinue were stretched on the ground wounded and 
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dying by the side of those who made the mnifdero 
onslaught. The remnant of the Regent's people, releaa 
from their deadly struggle, turned to the norimon to s 
how it fared with their master in tlie brief interval — 
find only a headless ti-unk ! The bleeding ttopl 
carried away was supposed to have been the head of tl 
Gotau'O himself, hacked off on the spot. But strange 
of all these starthng incidents, it is further related til 
two heads were missing, and that which was 8e< 
in the fugitive's hand was only a lure to the pursoii 
party — while the true trophy had been secreted on tl 
person of another, and was thus carried off, though tl 
decoy paid the penalty of his life." 

This boldly originated and desperately executed plo 
proved to foreigners how unscrupulous were their foe 
and how utterly regardless of life, if, by its sacrifice, the 
could serve their chief or their country. It was mer 
surpassing that of martyrdom to die for the honour i 
their feudal lord. 

That the Prince Mito was thus faithfully served wi 
evident on many occasions, and his name became tl 
foreigners' bugbear. 

The sequel of the Begent's assassination is said 

have been, that his head was conveyed to the elder Mix 

who ** spat upon it with maledictions, as the head of h 
greatest enemy. It was then carried to Miaco, the capit 
of the Mikado, and there exposed at a place of executic 
in that city especially destined for princes condemned to 1 
executed, and over it was placed a placard — * This is tl 
head of a traitor who was violated the most sacred h 
of Japan — that which forbids the admission of foreigne 
into the country.' After two hours exposm-e, the san 
intrepid followers are said to have brought it away ; ai 
in the night to have cast it over the wall into the cou 
of li Kamon's palace at Yedo, from which he sallied for 
in pride and power on the morning of his death." 

The first year's occupation of the settlement w 
completed, and on looking to the amount of trade dor 
we see a total of ^61,000,000 sterling — the tea and si 
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^[ported being respectively 1,250,000 lbs. and 8,000 
Ixdes, which might roughly be valued, at the prices of the 
day, at dE200,000. The greater part of the remaining 
£800,000 therefore must represent the trade in precious 
metals. All the trade left a profit, that placed men, who 
had come as mere adventurers, in the position of 
aqpitaliste. 

The profitikble results of almost every transaction that 
was entered into, kept all in good spirits, and as the 
society was very limited, everybody knew everybody, and 
kind feeling and good fellowship were the rule. The 
beauty of the surrounding countiy, the pleasantness of 
the climate and the vigour of the settlers, most of them 
in the hey-day of early manhood, combined to make all 
look bright and pleasant, apart from the apprehensions 
ever and anon engendered by occurrences like those 
recorded in our two last chapters. Hearty, robust and 
energetic, they could equally enjoy the climate and avail 
themselves of business opportunities : and it is not to be 
wondered at that any who heard of Japan, either from 
the Ups of those who had visited Yokohama, or the 
letters of residents, were charmed with the description, 
and pictured to themselves, if not a land of oil olives and 
vineyards and flowing with milk and honey, at least a 
terrestrial paradise, where '* all but the spirit of man 
was divine." 

It could hardly be otherwise. Many of those who were 
daily augmenting this world's store had experienced life in 
Hongkong, Shanghai, and other Chinese ports, where, in 
spite of the enormous fortunes made by their employers, 
life was little better to them than a gilded misery. They 
came here, and found a land in which life was not a mere 
existence but positive enjoyment; wliilst every mer- 
cantile or tmancial operation had just sufficient difliculty 
connected with it to give it zest, and all the profits that 
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accrued went into their own pockets. Their time was 
not half occupied, and the jolly rides, walks, and land and 
sea excursions, of those days, live pleasantly in the 
memory of all who enjoyed them. 

At the end of the first twelve months, the weight for 
weight exchange ceased according to Treaty. 

At first this change was a source of much complaint 
among the merchants, and several other matters of great 
importance pressing themselves on the public attention 
at the same time, the whole led to such representations 
being made to H. M. Consul, Captain Howard Vyse, 
that, at the instance of the British Minister, he called 
a Public meeting, which was presided over by him. 

At this meeting which was held on the 19th February 
1861, — the subjects discussed were : — 

The Currency question ; 

The Government obstruction of trade, and their non- 
enforcement of Contracts ; 

The Custom-house shortcomings and deficiency of 
Wharfage accommodation. 

The tenure of land, and unaccountable delays iiL 
obtaining it ; and 

The security to life and property. 

On the first point — ^the Ciurrency — the merchants 
themselves were divided in opinion. Mr. Clarke, th^ 
representative of Dent & Co., proposed a resolution ex — 
pressive of the absolute necessity of the continuance of th^ 
old system ; whilst Mr. Keswick of Jardinb, Matheson fc^ 
Co., warmly opposed it. Mr. Clarke's motion wa^ 
negatived. 

For the legitimate commerce that was hoped for betweex-"^ 
Japan and other countries, the change was decidedly ax^ 
advantage, and led to an increase in the trade in imports « 
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The last two chapters have been anything but cheerfol, 
and properly speaking I ought to record a series of 
occurrences ; which, if related in detail, would give a very 
lugubrious tinge to my narrative. For I have spoken 
of murders, and a similar strain might pervade the whole 
of the year 1860. The French Minister's valet was 
attacked at the gate of the temple assigned to the French 
Legation in Yedo, fortimately without a fatal result ; and 
in November of that vear, the first serious conflict 
between a foreigner and the Japanese took place. It 
was the more to be lamented, as likely to add to the 
difficulties surrounding the opening of the coimtry. 

An Englishman, a Mr. Moss, had been out shooting ; 
an amusement strictly prohibited by law. He was 
retoming through Kanagawa towards the settlement with 
his gun over his shoulder, and followed by bis servant 
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carrying his game, when the police laid hold of tk 
servant. Mr. Moss immediately came to his resca< 
when they attempted to an-est him also. Bringing hi 
gun dowTiy he threatened to shoot the first that advancec 
to lay hands on him. A struggle ensued in which tie 
gim went oflf and one of the oflScers was severely wounded 
— one aiTQ being shattered above the elbow, the charge 
grazing if not entering the chest. It is wonderful that 
with such an excellent excuse there was no sword drawn ; 
but a general rush was made, Moss was secured, bound 
tightly after the Japanese manner, and imprisoned. Tht 
Consul having been informed of the fracas went t( 
Kanagawa at once ; but it was midnight before he coul( 
ascei^tain the whereabouts of his countryman, and ge 
him out of the clutches of the Japanese. 

The oflfence of which Mr. Moss was guilty — ^that o 
shooting within 10 ri of the Tycoon's palace — had it beei 
committed by a native, would have been punished b 
decapitation. Well for him was it that he was to b 
judged by the more merciful laws of England. Th 
Japanese were loud in their outcry for vengeance, an 
the brothers of the wounded yakunin declared the 
would have the life of the aggressor. 

Mr. Moss was tried before Mr. Consul Vyse and tw 
assessors, and sentenced to deportation and to pay a fin 
of $1,000. On this being put before the British Minist( 
he altered the sentence, on the ground that " neither tb 
fine nor the deportation would have been any real pimisl 
ment ; because the first (as was ostentatiously boaste< 
would be subscribed for by the prisoner's friends ar 
supporters in the community — and the deportation woul 
have taken place in any case by a voluntary act of tl 
accused to escape the threatened vengeance of tl 
wounded man's relations." The Minister therefore addi 
three months imprisonment; and had the $1,000 handc 
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orer to the maimed official. In the end this alteration 
of sentence proved unfortunate for Mr. Alcock, for Mr. 
Ifogg brought an action against him in Hongkong, and 
recovered damages of $2,000. 

After this came a fire at the English Legation in Yeddo ; 
and the year closed with apprehensions of violence from 
hundreds of ronins, who had become so for the sole piurpose 
of molesting and attempting to slay foreigners without the 
daimios, their proper masters, being responsible for their 
acts. 

A ronin is literally an outcast. Every person in 
Japan was supposed to belong to some daimio. He could 
be thrust out of the daimio's semce or clan, without any 
further protection from him, should he become a man of 
bad character ; but the Japanese code of honour provided 
that a chief should avenge insults or molestation oflfered 
to one of his kerai. The temper of the Japanese 
samurai, however, is so easily roused, that had the 
chiefs actually espoused the cause of every clansman who 
fancied he had reason to complain, their whole time 
Blight be occupied and all their means wasted in 
quarrelling and fighting with their neighbours. To 
remedy this evil, a former Prince Satsuma gave to his 
subjects permission to slay any person who insulted 
them, provided they at once performed the hnra-kiru on 
themselves, that he and the clan might have no more 
trouble on their behalf; and the wisdom of such a 
permission is obvious at a glance. 

It was, however, allowable for men to resign their alle- 
giance to their proper chief, and become ronins, without 
the right of protection from or casting any responsibility on 
him. And at the time we have now arrived at in om* story, 
a number of men thus disengaged themselves from their 
uiasters; becoming ronins with the avowed intention of 
attacking foreigners. 
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The Japanese Govenunent saw a state of things fall 
of danger to foreigners, and by reason thereof not less so 
to themselves, as powerless to prevent it. The Legations 
were kept in a continual state of apprehension by the 
constant warnings they were receiving; and after the 
small fire at the English Minister's residence, most likely 
the result of accident, and the barbarous murder of Mr. 
Heusken, the interpreter of the American Minister, in 
the open street, a uk eting was lield of the representatives 
of the Treaty Powers, and all but ilr. Harris, the Envoy 
of the United States, determined to h^ave Yedo for a time 
under strong protest, and reside in Yokohama. Even 
Count EuLENBERG, wlio was just completing the Pnii^sian 
Treaty, joined with the English, French and Dutch 
representatives, and all agreed that they w^ould not return 
until it was seen that the Government was disposed to 
assert its authority and put an end to the reign of 
terror which it had hitherto manifested no anxiety to 
discourage. 

The murder of Mr. Heusken took place on the 15th of 
January 1861, on his way home from the residence of 
Count Eulenbero, for whom ho had been acting the part 
of Interpreter as he had previously done for Lord Elgin, 
in 1858. He was on horseback and preceded by a 
mounted yakunin carrymg a lantern with the Tycoon's 
arms upon it, and followed by the ordinary guard. On 
entering the narrow street through which his course 
lay, he was suddenly set upon by some half dozen men 
w^ho rushed at him with drawn swords. Deserted by his 
guai-d, who decamped at the moment danger arose, Mr. 
Heusken dashed through the assailants, who cut wildl\^ 
at him as he passed them. He had but a hunting whij^ 
to defend himself with; but was unconscious of beingaC 
wounded, until he had ridden about a hundred yards -^ 
when, discovering that he had been severely injured, h^ 
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called his horse boy, and attempting to dismonnt, feU 
heavfly on the ground. It is not known how long he lay 
there; but having at last been taken to the United 
States Legation, Dr. Mtbuboh, then Dutch interpreter as 
well as medical officer attached to the British Legation, 
was sent for, but arrived only to find him at the point of 
death, and after a short absence returned with the report 
that he was dead. 

These events were followed in a few days by the 
suicide of the most intelligent of the Governors of Foreign 
Affairs, Hori Obibe-no-Eami — ^who had been one of the 
most active in arranging the Prussian Treaty ; and every 
day increased the hostile attitude of the dangerous classes, 
and the alarms of the Government. 
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CHAPTER \1L 
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LOWDER. — MR. MACDONALD. 

The resolution como to by the Ministers of Prussif 
Holland, France and Great Britain, was carried int 
eflfect. They left Yedo, and took up residence i 
Yokohama. Mr. Harris, the Minister of the Unite 
States, alone, of all the representatives of Foreign Treat 
Powers, remaining in the capital. Mr. Harris, althoug 
the last sufferer, through the fatal attack upon his frier 
and interpreter Mr. Heusken, hoped to biing the Goven 
ment to reason by confidence ; whilst his colleague 
tired out by their never-ceasing vacillations and pr 
fessed weakness, thought better to frighten them, I 
throwing upon them the responsibility of an opt 
rupture. 

At first the Government attempted to meet th 
movement of the four ministers by silence, and appearii 
to let them go their own way ; but they very soon sa 
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the mistake of this plan : and before long they made 
advances towards conciliation which w^erc responded to 
in a manner fairly to put them on theii* mettle. The 
British Minister, acknowledging the truth of the Govern- 
ment's declaration, that the measures to be adopted for 
J^-ciu-inp: better protection to foreigners required re- 
IH/ated dehberations and would occupy much time, told 
them that he had made up his mind to occupy a part of 
such interval in a journey into the interior, and a visit to 
tlie ports that were to be opened according to treaty, but 
to which the Government wished to postpone the admis- 
sion of foreigners. 

The eflfect of this was instantaneous. A trusty agent 
who was particularly approved of by the foreign Minis- 
ters, but whom the Gorojiu had refused to send down 
when first requested by Mr. Alcock to do so, was now 
quickly dispatched to Yokohama to make arrangements 
for a return to Yedo. The conclusion come to was, 
that a formal invitation in the name of the Tycoon should 
be Bent to each, requesting a reoccupation of their respec- 
tive legations. The invitation was sent within a couple 
of days, and exactly four weeks from theii* departure, 
they re-entered the capital, but imder very changed cir- 
cumstances ; for they were received at the landing place 
by the Governors of Foreign aflfairs and conducted to 
their residences, each of their national flags being hon- 
oured by a salute of twenty one guns from the batteries. 

By the course of proceedings adopted on this occasion 
the Grovemment was led to perceive the probable conse- 
quences of dealing weakly, treacherously, or carelessly, 
iu matters appertaining to their newly received but most 
unwelcome visitors. 

This occurred in Mai'ch 18C1. But although the in- 
timation of Mr. Alcock's intention to visit the ports had 
led to the speedy acquiescence in all the terms 
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demanded by him and his colleagues, he did not alter 

his resolves. 

After a ^^sit to China of about a couple of months 
he visited Nagasaki, and from thence travelled in com- 
pany with Mr. De Witt, the Dutch Consul-general, over- 
land to Yokohama. Of this journey I need take no further 
notice than to mention, that it was from witnessing 
the precautions taking to prevent the party leaving the di- 
rect line of road, in many places, that the tsLct of the 
limited nature of the Tycoon's sovereignty first dawned 
upon the ministers. 

They arrived at Yokohama on the 2nd July, the day 
after the second anniversary of the opening of the Port. 
The 4th July saw the British Minister once more at his 
legation in Yedo ; and accompanying him he had a new 
member of the staff in the person of Mr. Omphant, 
who had arrived during his absence, as Secretary of 
Legation, with the prospect of shortly taking charge of 
British interests at the Court of the Tycoon, during the 
projected visit of his chief to Europe. But man proposes 
and God disposes ! 

That night, the very first after accomplishing the over- 
land trip, the British Legation was attacked by ronins. 
About midnight the Minister was awoke by some one rush- 
ing into his room ^vith the announcement that men wer^ 
breaking in at the gate. Rising and seizing a revolver, 
he was leaving the room, when Mr. Oliphant suddenly 
made his appearance covered with blood streaming from, 
sword-cuts in his arm and neck, followed by Mr. Morbi* 
SON the Consul of Nagasaki, who had received a wouni 
on his forehead. Sir Eutherford's account may be thud 
epitomised : — 

** I looked for the nish of pursuers, and stood for a se- 
cond ready to fire, and check their advance, while the 
wounded passed on to my bedi'oom behind. I was the 
only one armed at tlili> moment, for though Mr. MobbisoK 
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had still three barrels, heVas blinded and stunned with 
his wounds. Mr. Oliphant had met his assailants in the 
passage from his room, with only a heavy hunting whip 
in his hand. We had been taken by surprise, and of the 
hundred and fifty guards surrounding us, not one appear- 
ed to come to our rescue. 

** Mr. Oliphant was bleeding so profusely that I was 
obliged to lay down my pistol and bind his wounds with 
my handkerchief; and while so engaged, there was a 
Budden crash and the noise of a succession of blows in 
the adjoining apartment. Some of the band were evi- 
dently breaking through the glazed doors into the court 
with a frightful fracas ; still no yakunins seemed attracted 
by the noise. 

" We were but five Europeans ; our foes, of unknown 
numbers. We dare not leave our wounded ; and could 
not tell from what direction the assailants might come 
upon us. Many or few they had possession of the premi- 
ses for nearly ten minutes, but providentially had missed 
their way to my apai*tments, and every moment lost to 
them was a priceless gain to us. Unwillingness to leave 
Mr. Olyphant lying senseless on the floor prevented our 
leaving the room ; and at length the noise subsiding 
gave hope that help had come, or the attack turned in 
another direction. Then only, I, with two of the party 
ventured to leave the woimded, and go to look for one of 
our number at a further wing of the building who had 
never appeared, and might have been less fortunate. 
While advancing I put one of the students, Mr. Lowder, 
as sentry at an angle commanding a long passage leading 
from the entrance, and was suddenly recalled by a shot 
from his pistol. A group of armed men had appeared, 
and not answering his challenge, he very properly fired 
into them, and he could scarcely have missed his aim. 
At all events they retreated suddenly, and this was the 
last we saw of them. 

"In a minute or two the Japanese civilian oflicers in 
charge came and congratulated us on our safety ; and 
^th them, to my great relief, Mr. Mac Donald, the 
niissing one of my party. His apartment being partially 
detached, he had rushed out on hearing, as he thought, 
8ome one breaking into his bath-room ; and after in vain 
Attempting to induce a guard to oome down, made his 
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way though a side gate to the front, where he saw a wild 
scone of tumult. Groups fighting — men nishing to and 
fro with lanterns and gathering from all sides. He was 
drawn aside by some of the civilian yakimins attached to 
the Legation, and as he was conspicuous in his white 
sleeping costume, they threw a Japanese dress over him. 
It was some minutes before he could get his demands 
attended to, that the guard should go to the house to 
our rescue ; nor was it, in efifect, imtil all the assailants 
outside had been l>eaten off or made their retreat, that 
any thought was given to those inside the house, or to 
the propriety of seeing that those for whom they were 
lighting outside, had not been cut to pieces and deU- 
borately assassinated inside." 
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inqumy ab to attack on british legation. — paper 
fornd on one op the ronin. — subsequent report. — 
failure of the enterprise. — hara-kiri. — ^japanese code 
op honour. — foreign legation guards. — necessity for 
a naval force within reach of japan. — mr. de witt 
refuses to reside in yedo. — more bloodshed. — the 
Governor of yedo. — request to consuls resident in 

KaXAGAWA to remove to YOKOHAMA. — FACTS AND RUMOURS. 

Tfie attack upon the British Legation having been 
foiliHl, the attention of all was turned to the examination 
of the facts connected with it ; by whom it was attempted 
^nd at whose instigation. From a paper that was found 
on the l)odv of one of the assailants who was killed on 
the spot, as well as on another who had been too badly 
bounded to allow of liis escape, it appeared that the attack 
^ committed to fourteen men who had made them- 
fitlves renins for the purpose of killing foreigners, in the 
laanner described in a previous chapter. 

The paper, a copy of which was most likely upon each 
of the band, ran as follows : — 

"I, though I am a person of low standing have not 
patience to stand by, and see the sacred empire defiled 
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by the foreigner. This time I have determined in my 
heart to undertake to carry out my master's will. Though 
being altogether humble myself, I cannot make the light 
of the country to shine in foreign nations, yet with a Uttle 
faith and a little warrior's power, I hope within my heart 
separately, (by myself,) though I am a person of low 
degree, to bestow upon my country one out of a great 
many benefits. If this thing from time to time, may 
cause the foreigner to retire, and partly tranquilise both 
the minds of the Mikado and of the government 
(Tycoon's) I shall take to myself the highest praise. 

Regardless of my own life, I am determined to set 
out." 

This was signed with fourteen signatures. 

It turned out eventually, or at any rate such was the 
common report, that instead of the attempt being made 
by lawless ronins, they were kerai of the prince of Tsus- 
sima, who had suffered some humiliation from the 
Captain of a Bussian ship ; and hearing that a great 
foreign minister was about to make the overland journey 
from Nagasaki to Yedo, thought to avenge the insult by 
murdering him on the road. Rumour alleged that having 
failed in overtaking him they arrived in Yedo, and lost 
no time in putting their diabolical plans into execution. 

The enterprise, so far as the intentions of the con- 
spirators were concerned, failed totally ; for all they suc- 
ceeded in killing were two of their own countrymen, and 
for these there was a set-off in the persons of two of their 
own number. Besides these, with the exception of Mr. 
Olyphant and Mr. Morrison, the former of whom was 
very dangerously wounded, all of the eighteen men 
more or less injured were Japanese. And against these, 
there was one made a prisoner on the spot very badly 
wounded; and the next day three were tracked to a house 
in Shinagawa, who on arrival of the police committed 
liara-kiru ; but one of these having done the work in- 
efficiently was captured. Two others were at a later day 
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clared to have been soTiard pressed by the officers of 
stice, that they died the death of honour to avoid fall- 
g into their hands. 

A fair commentary upon the Japanese code of honour 
found in one of the rimiours that was generally believed, 
•that when the thi-ee who had fled to Shinagawa 
"rived at the house of rendezvous, they were bitterly 
proached by their chief mth cowardice — they especial- 
, as the only part of the band that had been in actual 
inflict with foreigners ! To which they replied that they 
und them too well armed and ready to defend their 
res. But not the less being ordered to kill themselves 
ley did so on the spot. 

It was this event that decided the British and French 
inisters to have a guard of Europeans. 
In the morning Mi\ Alcock sent a despatch to Captain 
lAioiE of H. M. S. ** Ringdove," to bring his vessel up 
om Yokohama with all speed ; and by one o'clock that 
me afternoon, that officer landed in Yedo with a guard 
twenty picked men all armed. One particularly' 
utifying featm*e of those days, was the perfect accord 
id sympathy that existed between the EngUsh and 
•ench ministei^s. Monsieur de Bellecourt was in 
)kohama when the intelligence anived in the settlement, 
the immediately went on board the *'Ehigdove," and 
taining passage for himself and a party of Marines 
m the French transport ** Dordogne," amved with 
ptain Craioie at the Legation, determined to share 
th his colleague whatever anxieties and perils might 
ise. 

This attack proved to the Government at home and to 
e Admiral of the China station, the necessity of having 
iufScient naval force within hail, in case of emergencies, 
r. Alcock had represented this necessity often and 
ten, but his warnings had been unheeded, and in view 
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of the ample employmeut foi* his force iii the Chin 
waters, Admiral IIopk thought but little of Japan. S 
unimportant indoid, did he consider the presence of hi 
ships here, that although he had written to the ^[iniste 
that he would arrive on the 15th of that very month, h 
had not made his appearance at the end of it; bu 
fortunately, on the news reaching Nagasaki, Mr 
Annesley, the Acting Consul, without ainoment*s delay 
sent off to a bay at no great distance, w^here he kiio\ 
H. M. S. AcTiEON and three gunboats were lying, au' 
they quickly arrived off Yokohama. Thus was the safet 
of the foreign community provided for, which, since th 
departm-e of the ** Ringdove " to Yedo, had been oul 
guarded by a Dutch man-of-war brig, the *' Camelot," i 
attendance on the Dutch Minister, Mr. de Witt. Thi 
latter gentleman, on hearing of the assault, wrote to tl 
Gorojiu, that, seeing how little their protection was to 1 
trusted, he must decline taking up his residence m Yed 
for the present. 

And now my readers will be hoping that all thei 
scenes of bloodshed are at an end. I wish they wen 
but 1 must still trespass awhile on their piitience. L 
me give yet another page vc.rhatim from Sir IluTnERFORii 
book : — 

*'Then followed, cm the ITtli, a meujicing placard i 
Ando Tsussima-no-Kami's door: followed on the 18th, 1 
an attack, real or simulated, on the American Legatio 
AfoNS. DE Bellecourt might well say ' Tesprit se deprav* 
in such an atmosphere of assassinations, menaces ai 
rumours : each day bringing its contingent. I w 
comi)lete this page of our liistory in Japan, by a coj 
and memorandum made at the time, for the Forei^: 
OfSce, of rumours and reports in circulation from day 
day, in Y\*d() and Kanjigawa, v>liich reached me fro: 
other som^es. 

*' The Governor of Y(h1o, a few days after the attack f 
the Legation, was said to have l)een murdered in h 
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ause, by a band of renins, in league with those who 
ttacked the Legation ; and in revenge for the vigour 
rith which these were being pursued ! Next day, he was 
aid only to be sick, and suspended for the moment in 
lis office. Finally, it appeared, he had committed the 
ara-kim, having offended by intruding his opinion at a 
?ind Coimcil oif daimios, (he not being a daimio.) The 
'oimcil was said to have been convoked to determine 
Aether the Tycoon should obey a mandate to go to 
iliako to pay homage to the Mikado, as a preliminary to 
'< marriage with the daughter of the latter, and the 
ompositiou of certain difficulties for some time existing. 
Che Governor sent in a very strong l)ut ably drawn up 
jpinion against it. Tliis opinion was adopted ; but a rival 
mil former TTOvenior took advantage of the opportunity 
niin him by cliarging liim ^\itli a violation of the laws 
in offering it. Upon this had been grafted a repcu't of a 
duel a mort,' it seems, Imt not a hand to hand fight. 
'* Three ronins were reported to have been watching 
the new stockades and fences putting up at the legation, 
and to have said with l)itterness, tliey were too strcmg to 
Ix' l)r()ken through. (A great mistake on their part, if 
they ever arrived at the conclusion, for I demonstrated to 
tho chief officials on service, some time after this, that 
the separate bambi^os, could all l)e slid upwards, and 
any num])er of ronins might enter without the least noise 
ordiliicultv.) 

*'The Governor of Kanagawa urged the danger of an 
attack on thi' British Consulate, and wished Captain 
^YsKto ;::o over to Yokohama where lie would be more 
easily protected ; and in the meantime, to admit a ])arty 
f^fyakunins inside his liouse. The ministers urged the 
same thing, wh<*n the interview took place. 

** Three ni.ii:hts before, all the gates of the streets about 
Kanagawa were closed, and thi^ servants spread an alann 
4at the ronins were at hand, and already engaged with 
the (laimio's guard on the hill. Four were actuallv 
seized in a tc^a house which was surrounded, and but one 
'•scaped. There did not seem to have l)een any fight, 
hut a body of them wen^ about : giving countenance to 
'■pmours of an intended attack on the Consulate. Captain 
^YKE had a guard of seven men from the '*llingdove ;'* 
Mid a Dutch brig of war and a French aimed transport 
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were close in at Yokohama, in the absence of any British 
ship, for the protection of the foreign settlement. 

" Yesterday a report came hi, that two men had pre- 
sented themselves at the Prince of Satsuma's kami- 
yashiki or palace, demanding refuge, and on being 
refused, instantly killed themselves. 

" Afterwai'ds modified into a repoii that 50 men 
demanded entrance and sanctuary, and being refused, 
killed the gate-keeper and dispersed. Again, that one 
only presented himself, asking asylum for 50, and on 
being refused, killed himself, sure of being denounced. 

** I may as well add here, though the account reache(\ 
me somewhat later, the translation of a letter, said tc:^ 
have been left in theii* house by four officers of th^» 
Piince of Mito who had made themselves ronins. 

19th of 8th month. 
** We become ronins now, since the foreigner gains more 
and more influence in the country, imable tranquilly to 
see the ancient laws (of Gongen-sama) violated ; we 
become, jill four, ronins with the intention of compelling 
the foreigner to depaii. 

Akigami Tktsondjiro. 
Tatkmi Tomigoro. 
Atsoumi Goro. 

MiTSOUNGI SaDUA." 

** Such were the conditions under which the Legations 
in Yedo had to be maintained during the month sue- 
ceeding the attack of the 5th of July." 
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The continned hostility displayed towards foreigners, 
culminating in the attack on the British Legation, had 
the effect of convincing the foreign Ministers of the 
absolute inability of the Japanese Government to give 
them efficient protection, and much anxiety was shewn 
hy the Government, respecting the opening of Yedo on 
the day appomted, the first of January 1862, which was 
f^t approaching. The opportunity was taken by the 
British Minister of seeking a closer and more directly 
personal intercourse with the Gorojiu than hitherto ; for 
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to this time all interviews were of the most public kind, 
being atten<led by the Governors of Foreign affairs, 
0-metskes, and a host of lessor officials, which had render- 
ed anything like confidential interviews impossible. As, 
however, Mr. Olypilvnt, temporaiily disabled by his 
wounds, was about to return home, and would be the 
l)earer of Mr. Alcocic*s dispatches on the late attack 
and on the proposals now made by the Government of 
the Tycoon that the opening of the poi*ts of Yedo, Hiogo, 
Osaka and Niigata, ]n> deferred until a more fitting oc- 
casitni ; and as Mr. Ai.cock stated that tli(^ commmiica- 
tion hv wislunl to make had better l)e divulged to noue^ 
but themselves, the proi)osal was acceded to, and f^ 
])etter system of official intercourse inaugurated. 

The postponement of tht^ openhig of the po!*t. a i 
Hiogo and the city of Osaka, which by treaty were to b 
opened on the first ot* Januaiy, 1808, was ma<le tli^^ 
subject of an autographic letter from the Tvco(m to th^^ 
Quee.u, of which Mr. Oiathant became the bearer ^ 
And an em]>assy was dcjtiTmined upon, from the TycooL^ 
to the Treaty Powers, which should have f(U* its primaiTS^' 
ol)ject the attainment of the samo end. 

It apparently mattered little whether the poi-ts wer^? 
opened or not, so far as trade was concerned ; for tJi*--^ 
Government liad placed so many difficulties in the way of 
it, that the tn^aties had l^ecome practically all but in- 
operative, and complaints both loud and frecpient were 
made bv merchants to the? Consul of the annovances and 
obstnictions they met vrith. 

The foreign residents were, equally with their repre- 
sentatives, extremely averse to the postponement ; and 
although they were but few in numl)er their opinions 
were allowed du(j weight. 

On the 2:3rd November 1H()1, the'first number of the 
Japan Herald was publiBhed in Yokohama; and its ear- 
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lier nombers are takeu up with these and kindred 
BuUjects. From them it is proved, that the foreign 
Ministers held out against the postponement of the 
opeimig of Yedo until the last moment, and only on the 
2TtU ])v»ceml)er, 1861, did they notify their respective 
couuti-ymen of their having given their consent to it. 
But I will allude to this in another chapter. 

The Japanese Embassy took its departm-e in January 
1802, on board H.M.S. Odin, and I may here anticipate 
events by saying, that the European Treaty Powers as- 
sented to the postponement of the opening of Osakn, 
Hiogo, Yedo and Ni-igata, for five years, as America had 
already agi'eed to it, an Embassy having gcme thither 
preriously. In a number of other matters they brought 
l>efore the governments of the Treaty Powers, they were 
entirely imsuccessful, but this one success was to them 
oHncalculable advantage. 

To this time Yokohama had been without a church, 
although not without ministers of the gospel, of whom 
there were from very early days both American and 
French Missionai'ies. Of the latter, was he whom I 
liave already named as having been wained of the 
intended massacre of foreigners — M. I'Abbe Gibard. By 
his efforts mainly a French Church w^as built ; and dedi- 
cated to " The Sacred Heart of Jesus " on 12th January 
1BG2. The funds were raised partly by the ** mission," and 
partly by the subscriptions of all sects and denominations. 
On the 16th of the same month a mass was celebrated for 
the repose of the soul of the murdered Wr. Hkusken. 

The English Church service had hitherto been held at 
the private residence of the i^ritish Consul every Sunday 
morning at the usual hom\ But dming the past year a 
snceessful effort was made to obtain funds for a building 

• 

in connection with the English Church establishment, 
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and application was made to the Foreign Office for a 
Consular Chaplain to be provided, a guarantee having 
been given of the recognised proportion of his salary 
being paid by the community. The church and par- 
sonage were commenced early in 1862. 

About the middle of the month of January the British 
Minister had occasion to shew his teeth to the Japanese 
authorities, under the following circumstances. 

NmnerouH daimios and others with large retinues 
were expected to pass along the Tokaido dming the week, 
and appUcation was made to foreign ministers to prevent 
their countrymen from gomg upon that road for a few 
days. The French Minister acceded to this request, and 
issued an order to his compatriots in consonance with it ; 
but Mr. Alcock refused to ** prevent '* British subjects 
from travelling on the road, but went so far as to issue a 
circular requesting/ them to avoid the road durmg two 
days. The Japanese, however, shut the gates; thus 
positively infringing the Treaty. Directly Mr. Alcock 
heard this, he sent an indignant remonstrance to the 
Governor of Kanagawa, reminding him that the gates 
were there, not for the imprisonment but the protection 
of foreigners, and telling him that unless they were im- 
mediately opened, a force would be landed from a man- 
of-war and the gates destroyed entirely. The Governor 
made a stammering excuse that the yakunins at the 
gates were alone responsible ; but it was too palpable 
that the order had emanated from higher quarters. This 
l)r()mptness took the officials by suq)rise, and has 
j)revented anything like such a i)roceeding since; 
althougli they always announced when any particularly 
great man was al)out to pass witli a largo cortege. 

Fires in the native settlement had on more than one 
occasion threatened the foreign quarters. In the course 
of the winter of *61 and '02 two large conflagrations oc- 
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euned, the lesser of which consumed more than seventy 

houses mduding a large portion of Yoshiwarra ; and a 

cry was raised for proper precautions against fire, es- 

pedaUy with regard to a water supply This, with 

other wants, also caused men*s minds to turn towards the 

aeqnirement of a Municipal Committee. 

The subject of land-rental had for some months oc- 
cupied public attention, and vigourous protests were made 
by all nationalities. In the case of the Dutch residents, 
it led to a very ill-considered letter from Mr. de Witt, 
the Dutch Consul-general, resident at Nagasaki, to the 
Dutch Consul in Yokohama, instructing him to see that 
the Dutch subjects paid the rent at once, adding — ** In 
case it may happen that some of them are unwilling to 
do 80, 1 request you to inform me of their names, that I 
may propose to the Government their being deported." 
A meeting of those concerned was immediately held, and 
a temperate but teUing reply sent, protesting against the 
threat held out ; and further stating ** that it cannot be 
looked upon as otherwise than highly disagreeable and 
offensive to the feelings of the Dutch established here ; 
and considering their calm and composed attitude and 
that the Consul-general without any precedent holds out 
this threat they beg to record their most serious indigna- 
tion against this expression.*' 

The French Vice-Consul, in a letter to some of his 
countrymen — who had declared their unwillingness to pay 
the land-rent demanded, and that they would send him a 
formal letter of explanation on the subject — quietly re- 
plied he was not permitted to receive such a letter ; and 
the plan was adopted of making the press the vehicle of 
protest, bj' pubUshing the whole correspondence as an 
^ertisement ; but the English Minister took the great- 
^ pains to reason with his countrymen in hopes of 
avoiding any unpleasant conflict. 

VOL. I I 
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Trade as yet had progressed but slowly, giving ei 
ment in round numbers to about 100 vessels in th< 
of which one half were British. The total vali: 
about One MilUon Sterling, of which the imports 
be valued at about $800,000. The bulk of the 
trade, apail; from buUion, in 1860, had been '' edib 
the Chinese market ; '' but in 1861 the legitimate s 
Tea and Silk had come forward more freely ; and 
ventures were made in Bags — which latter, ho^ 
reached a poor market, and in the bulk left a serioi 
to the speculators. 

Amongst the " imports " are mentioned ** two ti 
In the Straits they may have been worth. Sir Buthe 
smmises, $100, but they sold here to Japanes* 
purposes of exhibition for $3,000 or $4,000. " A 
this, as in other things, the appetite appeared to gr 
indulgence ; for the tigers led to an order for a br; 
elephants. But even here, as in all other novelties, 
was an impediment in the first instance to be gol 
on the part of the Japanese authorities, and the foil 
story was in circulation. Whether they objected he 
tigers were not in the Tariff or on some other ec 
valid groimd, certain it is, they did object ; and n 
importer was a Dutch subject it became a matter o 
cussion with the Dutch Consul, who solved the difll 
with great readiness. 

" When the Japanese Custom-house and the C 
seemed to have come to a dead-lock, the question 
what was to be done with the article? The Cu 
house would'nt pass it, — the ship could not take it 
What was to be done with the beautiful beast ? 
very well,' said the Consul seeing it was time to m; 
last stroke for his countryman's merchandise, ' 
you say it is impossible to allow it to be entere 
sold, there is nothing left but for the merchant fc 
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his money, and let the beast out.' ' Let it loose ? ' ex- 
diumed the officials, in various tones of horror and dis- 
may, * why, it will eat us up ! ' * Really, I don't know 
—perhaps he is not very hungry, but in any case, I 
cannot compel the merchant to keep it.' 

It is superfluous to add that all fm-ther interdict was 
quickly removed, and instead of making a meal of the 
lapanese, he was sold and publicly exhibited. 
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I HAVE already mentioned the threatening notice that 
was placed on the door of Ando Tsussibia-ho-Kami's resi- 
dence in Yedo. This was no idle threat; for on the IStli 
of Febniaiy, as the daimio was proceeding, with one o 
the members of the Gorojiu, or Comicil of State, to ai 
audience with the Shogun, the norimon in which he wai 
seated, in spite of the retinue by which he was attended 
was attacked, on reaching the inner moat of the castle 
by ten or twelve renins, who cai'ried fire-arms and fired a 
him. Happily he was not struck. It was said that h 
got out of his norimon, and succeeded in killing five o 
his assailants with his sword ; receiving only a few insig 
nificant wounds in return. 
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As regards the foreign settlement of Yokohama, there 
appears to have been more public spirit among the 
residents at that time than there is now. Municipal 

government was loudly called for. A correspondent of 

the Japan Herald says : — 

'' The old concession abounds with wooden buildings ; at 
present there is no power to compel the construction of 
fire-proof structures. There is no organization for the 
purpose of preventing the spread of fire ; none for the 
supply of water ; none for the restriction or removal of 
nuisancesy and no power to pass ordinances for sanitary 
purposes. In fact we have a town, streets, houses, 
and a goodly number of inhabitants, under no control, 
no government, no restraints, and without the power of 
doing good. Such an anomaly cannot be found in any 
other place settled by Europeans and Americans.*' 

We shall see presently that shortly after this there 
appeared to be a prospect of such a state of things 
coming to an end. But in point of fact, although fitful 
attempts at municipal government have been made, all 
have proved futile, and the settlement, to all intents and 
purposes, remains as badly off as ever it was. Fires 
Were then frequent both in the native town and in the 
foreign quarters ; but organisation for extinguishing such 
dire visitants is still very imperfect. 

One feature of those times has quite passed away — 
persecution for religion's sake. On the 18th February 
1B61, thirty-three, and on the following day twenty-two, 
natives, supposed to be small merchants and pilgi-ims to 
the Ise shrines, were seized at the entrance of the 
compound of the Roman Catholic Chapel as they were leav- 
ing it, by a number of yakunins. They were conveyed to 
Tobe prison ; where, it was said, they would receive condign 
punishment for the oflfence of visiting the foreign place 
of worship, which they had done simply to gratify an idle 
curiosity. Representations were at once made by the 
foreign ministerB to the Governor of Eanagawa ; who re- 
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plied that it was an extreme case, and he must apply for 
instructions to the Gorojiu. They were released after a 
few days detention, but "ordered to be under strict 
sun'eillance. The order for their release came from 
the Shogun, in response to a strong remonstrance by the 
French Minister ; but an intimation was delivered to the 
effect that if any similai* cases should occur they would 
be treated with the utmost rigour. 

In Miuch 18G2, Captain F. Howard Vyse, H.M/s 
Consul, elaborated and pubUshed a scheme for suppljing 
Yokohama with water, to be available in case of fire. 
It was pimple, and might easily have been carried out. 
A reser\'oir at the top of the hill, on the ground reserved 
for the British Consulate, calculated to contain 10|600 
tons of water, which would have enabled 80 hose to be 
kept running with sufficient pressure to reach the highest 
buildings in the settlement, continuously for eleven to 
twelve hours. The scheme fell through, and nothing has 
been done in the matter fi-om that day to this. 

Mr. Aloock left on a visit to England on the 28rd 
March, and Dr. Winchester became Charge d' Affaires 
pending the arrival of Lieut. Colonel St. John Neale. As 
the time approached for the opening of the cities of Yedo 
and Osaka, and the ports of Hiogo and Niigata, for foreign 
trade and residence, notwithstanding the lU'gent requests 
of the Japanese Government for delay, (in consideration 
not only for the safety of foreigners, but of the certainty 
that their opening them at that time would lead to a 
civil war, and to consequences that could hardly be 
foreseen), the foreign residents were most anxious that 
the treaty should be carried out to the letter. A 
memorial was signed by several of the leading merchants 
and others, addressed to Lord John Russell, H. M. 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, pointing out that— 
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** This clause of the Treaty has been justly regarded as 
one of the most important concessions made to foreign 
trade by the Tycoon of Japan, and a step which would, 
^hen carried into operation, exercise the greatest in- 
fluence upon the foreign relations of the country." 

And afker alluding to the amount of trade done since 

the opening of the ports they proceed : — 

" We beg leave, with all due deference, to lay before 
your lordship our opinion that the clause in question is 
one of the most important in the treaty ; that there are 
many and strong reasons why it should be carried out ; 
and that the reasons which are alleged against it are 
likely to convey impressions of the weakness of the 
Government and the hostility of the natives, which are 
not consistent with our experience ; and which, if they 
exist at all at Yedo, are not likely to exist in any force 
atHiogo or Osaka." 

How very much they were mistaken as to the effects 
of the opening of Hiogo and Osaka, subsequent events 
displayed ; and those events fully justified the measm-es 
taken by the foreign representatives in December 1861. 
We have ample testimony to prove that the postpone- 
ment of the opening of Yedo and the other places 
mentioned in the Treaties, was as unpalateable to the 
^linisters as it was to the merchants ; but they were a 
little more conversant with what was going on behind the 
scenes, and they acted wisely in taking upon themselves 
the responsibihty of deferring the fulfilment of the letter 
of the treaties until they had instnictions from home. 
Mr. Alcock and M. de Bellecourt pubUshed simul- 
taneously the notification of the postponement in iden- 
tical terms. The EngUsh notification ran as follows : — 

"Whereas, I, the undersigned Rutherford Alcock as 
being Envoy-Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
for Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain in Japan, 
have authority to suspend and vary the provisions of the 
treaty now in force between Her Majesty and the 
Tycoon of Japan : And whereas by an Order in Council 
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providing to the exercise of Consular jurisdiction over 
British subjects in Japan under 6 and 6 Victoria, Cap. 
24, dated the 23rd of January 1860, power is given 
to the Consul-general and Consuls, or persons duly 
authorised in such capacities, in the dominions of the 
Tycoon of Japan, in the port, place or district in which 
they may severally reside, to make rules and regulations 
for the peace, order and good government of Her Majesty's 
subjects being within the dominions of the aforesaid 
Tycoon, and for the observance of the stipulations of 
any Treaty or Regulation appended thereto, made 
between Her Majesty, Her Heirs and successors, and the 
Tycoon of Japan. 

** Be it known that I, Rutherford Alcock, Her Ma- 
jesty's Envoy-Extraordinary, Iklinister Plenipotentiary 
and Consul-General in Japan, in consideration of divers 
reasons affecting the good Government of Her Majesty's 
subjects in Japan, and also in consideration of divers 
other good and weighty reasons, do hereby make the 
following Rules and Itegulations, to wit : — 

That the provision for the opening of divers ports and 
places on and after the 1st of January 1862, as places 
of residence of and for British subjects, and for puri)08es 
of trade, is hereby suspended until further notice, in so 
far as respects the City of Yedo, without special warrant 
and authority from Her Majesty's Consul-General, by and 
with the consent and concun-ence of the Government of 
the Tycoon ; and that any infringement of this rule in 
the meantime, and until after such fm-ther notice as 
aforesaid shall render the offender liable to be dealt with 
according to the laws of Japan by the authorities 
appointed by the Government of the Tycoon, in the 
same manner as if the said City of Yedo had not been 
included or mentioned in the said Treaty ; and further, 
that no such offender as aforesaid shall have any claim on 
Her Majesty's Minister, or on any Consul in Japan for 
protection from the consequences of any such offence. 

Given under my hand and seal this twenty-seventh day 
of December, in the year of our Lord 1861. 

(Signed) Rutherford Alcock, 

Her Majesty's Envoy-ETtra^yrdinarif, 
Minister PUnipotentiarif, and Consul- 
General in Japan. 
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On the 8th April 1862, the Portuguese Treaty, which 
ladbeen originally signed on the 3rd August, 1860, was 
ormally ratified at the American Legation in Yedo, and 
lehTered to Mr. Edward Clarke, H. M. F. M. Consul. 

On the 10th April, at an adjourned meeting of Land- 
renters, presided over by the British Consul, a Municipal 
Committee was formed, who at once proceeded to 
organise sub-committees for the Streets, Lighting, 
Bund and Jetties, Police, Nuisances, and Cargo-boats. 
Mr. J. W. Broadbent, the representative of the firm of 
Messrs. Geo. Barnet & Co. was elected chairman. 

On the 25th April the Hon. R. H. Pruyn arrived, 
to reUeve the Hon. To^vnsend Harris as Minister- 
Besident of the United States. With him also came 
Jlr. George S. Fisher to replace Mr. E. M. Dorr as 
r. S. Consul, and Mr. E. E. Rice, who was to be the 
D. S. Commercial Agent at Hakodate. 

As Mr. TowNflEND H\rrtr played a very important paii; 
in opening the intercourse between Japan and foreign 
nations, a few words as to his career in this country 
may be acceptable to those of my readers who are not 
well acquainted with it. 

He arrived here in August 1856, and a residence was 
prorided for him in a very pleasantly situated temple at 
Kakisaki, near Shimoda, one of the places which had 
been named in Commodore Perry's treaty as a trading 
port for Americans. He was the bearer of a letter from 
the President to the Tycoon, and requested permission to 
visit Yedo to deliver it in person, and to present his 
credentials as Minister-Resident with full powers. His 
request was not complied with. But Mr. Harris was a 
man of patience, of temper and of resolution. He had 
come to secure and foster American trade with Japan. 

?0L. I J 
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His first sight of Shimoda and its harbour showed him 
its impracticable character as a commercial port ; and he 
determmed to leave no effort untried bv which he could 
get it changed for a better one — if possible Yedo itself; 
or, failing that, one that should be sufficiently near to 
the gi*eat city to secure its trade. 

At that time Yedo was a very different place from 
what it has since become. The real seat of govemment 
was there. The hereditary Generalissimo of the Empire, 
virtually exercising imperial powers, and supposed by 
foreigners, both from the information of old writers and 
from the representations of all officials, and indeed of 
every Japanese, official or othei-wise, to be the de facto 
Emperor, resided there. All knew that at Kioto, then 
more generally called Miaco (the metropolis), there was 
a mysterious being called the Mikado ; but he was looked 
upon by the people as too holy to trouble himseK witb 
mundane affau-s ; and the popular belief was that be 
lived in a state of sublime abstraction, occupying himBelf 
from morning to night, at all times and seasons, in 
prayer to the gods, his ancestors, for the welfare of 
Japan. 

In very truth, it would be easy to shew that this was far 
from being correct. For several yeai's before foreigners 
came to Japan, the most powerful territorial princes, 
chafing under the oppressive government of the Shoguns, 
had commenced an active opposition to it ; and roundly 
asserted the fact that the Mikado was the true and sole 
sovereign of Japan. 

Seven centuries ago, Yoritomo had succeeded in 
immuring the real Emperor or Mikado at Kioto ; whilst 
he, receiving his authority from him, ruled the nation 
arbitrarily, establishing his government at Kamakiu'a — 
that pleasant village so frequently visited by excursionists 
from Yokohama, and tourists from all paiis of the world. 
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ToBiTOMo made it a great city, and introduced the 
system, afterwards confirmed and tightened by Iyeyas' — 
ly which the daimios were obliged to reside for stated 
periods at the governmental centre. 

At the beginning of the 17th century, the Shogunate, 
after having passed through several of what may justly 
be called dj-nasties, was seized by the powerful Toku- 
gawa prince Iykyas' ; whose descendants wielded the 
sovereign power for twelve generations, until the whole 
feudal system was swept away by the revolution of 1868, 
and the Mikado became once more the active, as well as 
the nominal, niler of the land. 

At the time of Mr. Harris's anival, however, the old 
system still prevailed; and under it all the daimios, 
holding their territories and titles from the Shogun, were 
compelled to reside in Yedo every alternate year, keeping 
Qpa lai'ge retinue there always, and leaving their wives 
and families there even when thev themselves visited 
their own dominions. Thus all of them had extensive 
yashikis, which served as residences for themselves and 
tile chief officials of their clans, and barracks for the 
njtainei-s and their families. Each of the daimios had 
more than one of these yashikis ; some had several ; the 
prince of Satsuma, for instance, having no less than 
nine. There were over 260 of these territorial chieftains, 
with revenues from 10,000 to 1,000,000 kokus of rice, or, 
at the then prices of rice and rates of exchange, fi'om 
i7,500 to £750,000 sterling per annum. Theii* retinues 
Were propoi-tioned to these nominal revenues ; and it was 
laid that the Prince of Kaga (the richest, with a revenue 
of 1,027,700 kokus), and the Prince of Satsuma, (the 
second in point of wealth, with 710,000 kokus), maintain- 
^ each a force of 30,000 fully equipped fighting men, 
of whom a large proportion were always stationed in 
i«do. It is, therefore, well within the mark when the 
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population of the city, civil and military, is stated at over 
two millions ; and it is quite credible that it may have 
approached the generally reported number of three 
millions. 

As yet the wantu of these people were few, and well 
supplied from their national resources and productions. 
They had seen very little of the products of other nations, 
and knowing nothing of them were quite content to be j 
without them. But Mr. Harris was quite alive to the 
fact that supply creates demand quite as surely, up to a 
certain pomt, as that demand creates supply. He be- 
lieved that no sooner were foreign goods brought hither, 
their uses seen, and theii- cheapness realised, than a 
demand would spring up for them ; and under any cir- 
cumstances, there were certain commodities that Japan 
produced, which would certainly be eagerly bought by 
foreigners. His mind, therefore, was fully made up that 
new aiTangements must be agreed to, the object of which 
should be, not merely friendship and mutual kindness to 
ships visiting the coasts, but commerce ; with all the 
necessary facilities for carrying it on with the native 
merchants without let or huKbance. 

In the Kinse Shiriaku, translated from the Japanese 
by Mr. E. M. Satow, of H. B. M's Legation, wiU be 
found the account of Mr. Harris' proceedings, written by 
an hitelligent Japanese official, who served both under 
the old and now governments. It is sufficient here to state 
that after repeated efforts to obtain peiinission to visit 
the Shogun iu Yedo, and encountering direct refusals, 
'rejecting *^ every possible art" used **in order to dis- 
suade him fi-om his project," he ** would not listen, and 
it (the government) had no resource but to give way." 
Written protests were sent in by the leading daimios and 
the Council; but, in spite of all, Mr. Harris ** eventuaUy 
reached Yedo in the 9th month (Oct. 17— Nov. 16.) He 



DEMANDS OF MB. HABBI8. 85 

lad an interview with the Shogun and presented his 
identials : after which he withdrew and returned to his 
igings. Shortly afterwards he had an interview 
th the Ministers, and briefly stated his demands, 
aese were, unrestricted trade between the merchants 
both countries in all articles except gold and 
sreals, without any official interference ; the closing 
' Shimoda, and the opening of Kanagawa and 
zaka; the residence of a minister plenipotentiary at 
edo, to settle aU diplomatic questions, and the con- 
lusion of a treaty in detail, to be ratified by the Japa- 
ese Government." 

It is generally supposed that Mr. Harris obtained all 

is demands, simply by his patience, perseverance and 

entle consideration for the Japanese. If the plain 

rath be told, although these quahties did much for him, 

iey were not more conspicuous in him than in other 

linisters of foreign nations who subsequently came upon 

lie scene, and whose patience and gentleness were put 

) an infinitely greater strain than he was ever subjected 

). This by the way. The fact is only mentioned here, 

lat when the proper time comes in the course of our 

arrative, it may be remembered. 

It is the misfortune of England^ that, in the far East, 

le protection of her extensive commerce has thrown 

)on her the principal portion of the burden of clearing 

»struction8, and of opening up and carrying on the in- 

rcourse with the jealous and exclusive inhabitants of 

ese highly favoured regions. In China, England 

ought,*and other nationalities reaped the benefit of her 

twnrs ; but in 1857-8 the French and English combined 

punish the bad faith of the Celestial Emperor and his 

inisters ; and, at Tientsin, dictated their own terms. 

Mr. Harris was too astute a diplomatist to allow such 
I opportunity to pass. With consummate tact he 
ailed himself of the successes of the allies in China to 
feet his long cherished purpose. 
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A writer in a New York paper, in a long letter on the 
subject of Mr. Harris as American Minister in Japan, 
says : — 

"Caution and forbearance are essential qualities in the 
management of oflScial relations with the government and 
people of Japan. Mr. Harris seemed to understand their 
national character by intuition. In every effort he has 
made to obtain amelioration of the hard conditions of the 
first American Treaty, he has been signally successful ; 
and up to the present time he has enjoyed the entire 
confidence of the ruling princes, and exercised an iu- 
fiuence over the minds of the people never before pos- 
sessed by any foreign resident. 

** These facts are remarkable, and conclusively show 
that good results have come from the upright and 
honorable course j)ursued by Mr. Harris, while in other 
quarters so different a feeling had been awakened that 
revolt and miurder have ensued." 

Acknowledging as I do, the great talents of Mr. Harris, 
and the services that he perfonned in inserting and 
diiving home the wedge which opened the doors of Japan 
to foreigners, and admitting the respect with which any- 
thing emanatin.fr from Mr. P. i[. Wetmork in connection 
with trading interests in the far East should be received, 
it is impossible' in pass over the htmkum of these 
paragraphs. For wlitit were the means adopted by Mr. 
Harris to vflvx-t the insertion of the wedge ? He, as 
others did after Inm, l)ecame impatient of delay. The 
native writer already quoted says : — 

** In the 2nd month (March 14 — April 12) the American 
Harris, rendered impatient by the long interval tliat had 
already elapsed without ainlhing being C(mimmiicated to 
him about the Treaty, threatened that if his time was to 
be wasted in this way, he would proceed forthwith to 
Kioto and arrange it himself. He was surprised, after 
being informed that Yedo was the seat of government, to 
find such dilatoriness on the part of the Bakufu, and 
he gave it a certain number of days within which to 
make up its mind." 
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Again the some wi-iter tells us : — 

*' ALinerican ami Russian mfii-c^f-wai' came to Yokohama 
and ^^ave infonnatirui that tlie ICu^lisli and French 
squatlrons would arrive in a few days with the o])ject of 
concluding a treaty. Harris took advantage of this to 
point out what he tliouglit tlie l)est course for them to 
pursue, and to urge the ratification of his own treaty/' 

But we have better authority still iV)r what led to tlie 
success of Mr. Harris. The following is a 

'^ Clrcuhtr from the. Tycoon (hitiul tJir 0th montli of the 
'All year of Ansel fAiufUst 1858 J, sent hi/ order of Yd ma to- 
nu-Kami hif the OtnetM Kouro Knna Sadjon, 

" The Mikado ha\dng been consulted by the Tycoon's 
Jjovernment about tlie making of Treaties with foreigners, 
he answered that the conclusion of that matter (the 
making the Treaties) would distress him very much. 
Thereupon the Tycoon requested all to send their 
written opinion upon the subject. Only a short time 
]^'as required to gather together everyone's opinion, but 
in the meantime some Eussian and American men-of- 
war came here bringing the news that in a short tinnj 
English and French men-of-war would arrive here : that 
these two nations had fought and won many battles in 
China : that they would come here in the same warlike 
spirit, and it would be difficult for us to negociate with 
them. The American ambassador oflfered to us that if 
we would make a temporary treaty with him, as soon as 
we should have signed and given him that Treaty he 
could act as mediator between us and the French and 
Enfrlish, and could save us all difficulties. 

** It was impossible for us to comply with this without 
consultuig the Mikado. However, Inouyk Shinano-no-Kami 
and IwABA Hioo-No-IvAMi, fearing the immediate assault 
(or breaking out of a war), the results of which might be 
the same as in China, signed themselves, or were 
antliorised to sign, the American Treaty, at Kanagawa, 
which Treaty was given up to the American ambassador. 

" Necessity compelled the Japanese to this. 

'* The Mikado on hearing of this was much troubled, but 
to reassure him we told him we would fortify our shores. 

" The Tycoon thought there was the necessity of con- 
cluding this Treaty, and he at once sent to the Mikado 
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the messenger that everyone should fearlessly express his 
oi)inion on the subject to the Government.*' 

And if any confirmation of the above be required it 
may surely be gathered from the American Treaty it- 
self : — 

** The President of the United States, at the request of 
the Japanese G()V(;niinont, will act as a friendly me- 
diator in siu'h matters of difference as may arise l)etween 
the government of Jai)an and any European Power.'* 

From this will be understood tlie leverage that was 
brought to Ix^ar by tho adroit minister. But it is almost 
too much of a joke to use England as a cat's-paw to pluck 
the chestnuts from the fire, and then to speak of the 
high character lie beai's among the Japanese, and to 
wTite disparagingly of the British. 

With all the admiration that may be felt for the 
cleverness of the minister, the generosity of the man can 
hardly bo extoUed by those who read the following 
extract from one of his letters, informing his Govern- 
ment of the attack on the British Legation. 

No. 28. Legation of the United States in Japan, 

Yedo, 9th July 1861. 

Sm, — It is my impleasant duty to inform you that a 
daring and murderous attack was made on the British 
Legation in this city on the night of the 5th instant. 



* , 



I consider the present as a crisis in the Foreign Affairs 
of Japan, for if the Government be too weak to pumsh 
the instigators and agents of this nefarious affair it may 
be believed that it will lead to some very decided action 
on the paii; of the English Government, for the outrage 
was too great to l)e overlooked. 

** There is a party in this country who are opposed to 
the presence of any foreigners in Japan, and, in addition, 
to this there is a very strong dislike to the English irx 
particular, which feeling seems to attach especially to 
Mr. Alcock. He was absent from this city for som^ 
three months, during which time the utmost quiet pre- 
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Tailed ; yet within 36 hours of his return the attack in 
question was made on him. 

** I am happy to say that these prejudices do not 
extend to oiu- citizens in this country, and I think I am 
personally popular amonp; all classes of the Japanese." 

Mr. Harris may have boon correct as to his personal 

popularity; but as for the dislike to the British in 

particular at that period of our intercourse, it is a very 

p^ratuitous assertion, and very unlikely to have been 

foimded on fact. No special cause had been given by 

Env^lishmcn as distinguislied from other foreigners for 

such marked aversion ; and judging by the manner in 

which the Japanese assassins and incendiaries had 

(Ustributed their favours, it would not appear that any 

one nationality more than another could claim the 

honour of being most prominent in the national hatred. 

Russians, Dutch, French (in the person of M. db 

Brllecourt's valet), Portuguese (Mr. Loureiro's servant, 

who, by the wav, was a Chinese), Mr. Harris's own 

interpreter, Mr. HrA'SKEN, had all felt the keenness 

<^i the Japanese sword before the attack on Mr. Alcock*8 

Legation ; and subsequently, the U. S. Legation shared 

tbe same fate as did the French and Eu;];lisli, in being 

burnt to the ground, not accidentally. These facts, and 

the murderous attacks on Japanese daimios who were 

Ittvoui-able to foreigners, (including the assassination of 

the Regent Ii Kamon-no-Ka.mi) and the l)urning of the 

Tycoon's palace, should suffice to shew that no foreigner 

<^uld cast a stone at another. It was not individual 

foreigners that were hated, but the whole race of them ; 

^d all Japanese, whether high or low, who favoured them. 

K is certainly possible that Mr. Alcock may have been 

8- marked man among them, for none was obUged to play 

^0 prominent a pai't as he did. The French minister, 

Indeed, always acted with him, thus laying himself open, 

^ some degree, to the same measure of popularity or 

VOL. I K 
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the reverse; but the great onus rested on the British 
minister, and Mr. Harris, differing with him in policy, 
kept quiet in his secluded temple at Asabu, and escaped 
much of the danger that constantly attended his more 
active colleagues. As to the remark of Mr. H-uiuis that 
during Mr. Alcock's absence of three months from Yodo, 
there was perfect quiet, that proves notliing. The 
French minister was also absent during the same period, 
and the same inference might as justly be applied to 
him. 

Thus much I have thought it right to say, in noticing 
the departure from Japan of Mr. Harris. He was an 
excellent mhiister for his own country ; and very useful 
in aiding others in making the treaties they sought. 
Lord Elgin, Count Eulenberg and the Portuguese 
Envoy, all handsomely acknowledged the valuable as- 
sistance he rendered them. That he understood the 
Japanese character thoroughly, and, in general, dealt up- 
rightly with them, is undeniable. He will readily be 
pardoned for the ricse he played off upon them by which 
he succeeded in getting his Treaty signed, even though it 
was calculated to create a strong prejudice against 
England and France in the minds of the already incensed 
and frightened Japanese. It is only to be regretted 
that he never attempted to dispel the unpleasant feeling 
then engendered ; but seems from his letter, rather to 
observe with a grim satisfaction the fancied disUke of the 
Japanese to the British residents and their minister, as 
distinguished from the personal favour of the Japanese 
towards himself. 
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AMUSEMENTS OF FOREIGNERS. — RACES. — INDICATION OF 
JAPANKSE DESIRE FOR PROGRESS. — ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
COLLEGE IN YEDO FOR FOREIGN LANGUAGES, HISTORY, SCIENCE, 
iC— NEWS RECEIVED OF POSTPONEMENT OF OPENING THE 
TREATY PORTS. — DISSATISFACTION. — ARRR'AL OF LIEUT.- 
COLONEL ST. JOHN NEALE. — OFFER OF G0\1ERN0R OF KANAGAWA 
TO \LLOT BLUFF LAND FOR FOREIGNERS* RESIDENCES. — 
REJECTION ON PLEA OF ITS BEING TOO LIMITED. — MURDER OF 
TWO MARINES AT H. B. M.'S LEGATION, YEDO. — REAL DESIRE 
OF JAPANESE GOVERNMENT TO PROTECT FOREIGNERS. — 
THW.VRTED BY DISAFFECTED DAIMIOS, RONINS, &C. — CASUALTIES 
ENDURED BY THEMSELVES IN OUR CAUSE. — CONSTANT BLOOD- 
SHED. — FOREIGNERS, IGNORANT OF THE REAL FACTS, HAD 
GROUNDS FOR DISCREDITING STATEMENTS MADE TO THEM. — 
MARRIAGE OF THE SHOGUN TO THE SISTER OF THE MIKADO. — 
MISSION OF OHARA AS SPECIAL ENTOY FROM THE MIKADO TO 
TKK SHOGUN. — ACCOMPANIED BY SHIMADZU SABURO, FATHER 
OF PRINCE SATSUMA. — DOUBTS AS TO SHIMADZU'S ANIMOSITY 
AGAINST FOREIGNERS. — INCIDENT AT HIMEJI — RONINS DEMAND 
HIS LEADERSfilP IN THE EXPULSION OF FOREIGNERS. 

Amid all the troubles and dangers that accomi)anied 
ftsidencc in Ja2)an in the earlier days it was no part of 
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the policy of foreigners to curtail their enjoyments. 
Although in making exciu'sions into the country around 
the settlement, within the limit of the ten ri assigned by 
treaty, it was usual to carry revolvers, it was rather that the 
dangerous class might be deteiTed fi'om assaulting them 
by the knowledge that they carried arms, than from 
apprehension of having to use them. Occasions did 
sometimes occur which called for their being resorted to 
in self-defence ; but they were not frequent. 

Within the settlement i^ublic amusements of any 
kind were as yet rare ; but, of course, there could be no 
congregation of foreigners in the East without its perio- 
dical race-meetings. In 18()2 a race-course was formed 
on the newly filled-in Swamp Concession. It was the 
best that could be obtained, and on the application of the 
English and Dutch Consuls, the Governor of Eanagawa 
allowed a portion of the ground to be fenced in and 
prepared for two days racing. It was about three 
quarters of a mUe roimd. The prizes were moderate as 
compared with those of the present day ; but of aU the 
old friends and acquaintance who figiured as owners then, 
only one remains with us — Mr. Morrison, the spirited 
owner of the Tartan stable. 

In May 1862, the Japanese Government gave an 
important indication of their desire to place themselves 
on an equal footing with foreigners. They commenced 
the erection of a college in Yedo, for the instruction of 
students in foreign languages, history, and the sciences. 

The news which reached Japan this month, that the 
Homo Government, on the recommendation of Mr. 
Alcock, had consented to postpone the opening of the 
other Treaty Ports for five years, was received by the 
foreign residents with much dissatisfaction ; but judging 
after the event, and by the consequences that attended 
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ihe opening of Osaka and Hiogo in 1868, few will be 
disposed now to question the judiciousness of the step. 

Lieut. Colonel St. John Neale arrived this month and 
assmned the duties of H.B.M. Charge d'Affaires. 

At this time, whilst the Mikado was constantly order- 
ing the Shogun to close Yokohama and diive the ugly 
foreign barbarians away, and as frequently receiving his 
promise that it should be done, the Governor of Kana- 
gawa was actually offering to allot 25,000 tsubos of land 
on the Bluff for foreign residences. The residents, how- 
ever, considered so limited a space quite inadequate for 
the wants of the community, and suggested that the 
boundary should be extended to cover not less than the 
face of tlie whole Bluff, from the Canal to Treaty Point, 
and backward from the sea to a width not less than that of 
the foreign settlement — a space just about equal to that 
subsequently appropriated for the purpose in 1867. 

On the morning of the 27th June, just twelve 
nionths, (according to the Japanese calendar), from 
the attack on the British Legation which has been 
already described, a second assault was made within the 
^aine precincts, by which two mai'ines — the corporal of 
the guard and another from H. M. S. Eenard, lost their 
hves. It seems hardly worthy of the name of a second 
attack on the Legation ; for, so far as was ever ascer- 
tained, it was the work of one man only. Since the 
former attack, when the Japanese guard appointed by 
the Government for the minister and his attaches so 
si|3:nally failed in their duty, an English guard had been 
availed of in addition to that still provided l)y the 
Government. At this time it consisted of 80 men ; 
namely, of the Military Train 12 men under Lieut. 
Applin, and 68 marines from H. M. S. Eenard, under 
Captain Bingh.uh and Lieuts. Edwards and Warren. 
The Japanese guard consisted of 600 men, not one of 
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whom was wounded. The corporal of the guard was 
going his rounds, when he was suddenly attacked and 
speared in several places. He managed to reach 
Colonel Nealf/s door, where he fell and died. The 
other victim was the sentry at the door. All was done 
so quickly and quietly that not one of the guard was 
aroused until all was over and the perpetrator of the 
cruel deed had made his escape. On enquiry, it turned 
out that he was one of the native guard. The next 
morning he was missed fi'om the roll, and traced to his 
own house, where he was found to have committed 
hara-kiri. Colonel Neale asked to be permitted to 
examine the body of the murderer. He was told that 
it would be brought to the Legation compound ; but, as 
the man belonged to a very high daimio, it would be 
escorted by his head oiHcer and a large retinue and 
deposited in the Temple. This Colonel Neale objected 
to. Ultimately the I)ody was brought and deposited 
outside the gate, but not seen by Colonel Xeale. The 
Jai)anese asserted, that cm examination, it was foimd to 
have at least one l)all through tlie chest. 

This deed does not appt^ar to have had any fmiher 
political signiiicance than as indicating the general 
jealousy of the samurai against foreigners. 

With the history of succeeding years jilainly laid 
bare before us, any reas(nial)le mind must come to the 
conclusion that the Government did really use every 
effort in its power, to act faithfully up to the spirit of the 
Treaties, and to lu'otect foreigners from the assaults of 
the lawless desperadoes who, while the Mikado and 
many of the daimios were urging on the Shogun the im- 
perative necessity of driving us away and closmg the 
already opened ports, ikew their swords and sought to 
make the country too hot for us, by indiscriminate 
mui'dur, arson, attacks by armed bands on the Legations, 
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and by causing us to be kept in continual apprehension 
of a descent upon the settlement of Yokohama by large 
bodies of ronins. 

Alreach' one Shogun, Iyksada, who had been in power 
when the treaties of PEUPiY, HAiiPJsand Lord Elgin, were 
made, had been sacrificed, it is generally beUeved, on 
accoimt of them. His successor, Iyrmociii, a boy 12 
years of age when he was called upon to assume the re- 
spoubibilities of government, inlierited nothing but 
trouble fi'om the first. He was exalted to oftice in Sep- 
tember 1858 ; and though the Eegent, Gotairo Ii Kamon- 
No-K.\Mi, was the real actor in all the proceedings that 
found such opposition in Kioto and among the most 
powerful daimios, yet th(^. youthful ruler was early made 
to hear the responsibility. It was the influence of Ii 
K-ViioN-No-KAMi that induced Iyesada to nommate Iye- 
^locHi as his successor, in opposition to the wishes of 
tlio daimios that Hitots'bashi should be so named. In 
January 1859, the Mikado confirmed the nomination, and 
formally appointed Iyemochi to the office. The con- 
spiracies against th(^ Shogimate became more and more 
numerous and more and more difficult to deal with. 
One ** YosHiDA Siioin, of Choshiu, wrote to a court 
uolJe, Ohailv HniGETAMi," (of whom more presently), in- 
Wting him down to Choshiu in order to get up an agita- 
tion in the clan, for the expulsion of the barbarians, and 
tile restoration of the Mikado. In conflicts between the 
opponents of the treaties and the Shogun's supporters, 
niany good men lost their lives, and blood was spilt Uke 
Water. Ii Kuion-no-Kami was himself assassinated by a 
band of ronins at the Sakurada gate of the castle, within 
sight of his o\vn residence, as has already been told ; 
and among the crimes alleged against him was one, that 
be was '* frightened by the empty threats of foreign 
barbarians into concluding treaties '' with them, without 
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the sanction of the Mikado, and under the pretext of 
political necessity. 

From this time onwards hardlv a day seems to have 
passed without bloodshed among the Japanese on account 
of the admission of foreignei"s : and all the mimical acts 
against the new-comers were but as a drop in the ocean 
as compared with the trouble brought on the Empire by 
their presence in Japan. Of all this foreigners knew 
comparatively httle at the time. To them it appeared 
that the Government of the Shogun was vacillating, 
hostile and treacherous. As there were undonbte41y oc- 
casions — important ones too — when they endeavoured by 
a distortion or hiding of facts to mislead and deceive the 
foreign ministers ; to keep them in ignorance of what was 
going on, or to give a false coloming to w^hat could not 
be entirely concealed, it became a settled beUef that they 
were always mendacious ; never to be reUed upon ; that 
their representations as to the difficulties that well-nigh 
overwhelmed them, and which, in 1868, absolutely did 
deprive them, as a government, of all power, and force their 
chief, the Shogim, into permanent retu'ement, were mere 
subterfuges ; and that the appeals for delay in opening 
the ports of Hiogo and Ni-igata for trade, and Yedo and 
Osaka for residence, were made in the hope that ultimately 
this portion of the treaties might be abrogated altogether. 

According to the light possessed by foreigners, how- 
ever, their suspicions are not to be wondered at. Anj^one 
reading Sir Kutherford Alcock's book " Three years at 
the Capital of the Tycoon," must admit that he makes 
out a strong case for very much more vigourous action 
than he ever took, and that with all the provocation he 
had, his measm*es, and those of ^his diplomatic colleagues 
who held the same views, and whose pohcy coincided with 
his, wore extremely moderate. 

Toward the end of the year 1861, the young Shogun 
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now 15 years of age, had the sister of the Mikado, 
KAzr->nYA, conferred upon him in marriage. It was a 
purely political arrangement, **to show to the world that 
the Imperial family and tlie house of Tokuoawa agreed in 
tlioir political views." 

And now, in June 1802, the Shogun being only in his 
ICith year, a special Envoy arrives in Yedo, with the 
Mikado's command that he, the Shogun, ** with all the 
tlaimios great and small," should repair to Kioto, and 
there " ascertain the opinicm of the country, expel the 
harl)arian8, and so calm the indignation of the Mikado's 
'livine ancestry." Orders were also included for "five 
of the gi-eat daimios to be consulted as chief 
ministers upon the conduct of public affairs," accord- 
1^1? to tlie Kinsf' Shlriaku ; **to make the sea-coast 
strong," according to the Japan Herald y ** so as to be 
^<'^e against foreign men-of-war." And ** Hitotsubashi 
t«>l)e appointed guardian of the Shogun, and the ex-prince 
<'f EcHiZEN to be made chief minister of state " as re- 
l>'»i1od in the K'lnat' SJiiriala. ** iliTOTs'uASiii to be vice- 
^lioguu, and KcnizEN to help the Shogun, that all parties 
■nay he satisfied : " as translated from the letter delivered 
'•ythe Envoy and published in the Japan Herald. 

This mission of Ohaua's led to important and un- 
f'>rtanate consequences. For the first time in the history 
^)f the country, the guard of an Imperial Envoy was not 
entrusted to the Shogun's troops, but to those of the 
I^riuce of Satsuma. Shimadzu Idzumi, henceforward 
kno\Mi as Shimadzu Sauuro, the Mikado having just 
, honoured him by giving him this name, accompanied 
Wm. Saburo wa s tln^ real father of the daimio of Satsuma ; 
^•ntthc- previous daimio, his ])r()tlier, liaving adopted the 
youth as his son, Saburo was, according to Japanese law 
^nd custom, his uncle — the uncle by adoption of his real 
son. He was, however, the active ruler of the clan, and 
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from having been a great student and book-worm in early 
life, he had now clianged and had come to be looked 
upon as one of the cleverest and bravest spirits in the 
nation. He was one of those who had been most eimiest 
in opposing the Yedo government. Yet it is hard to 
believe that he was seriously or violently opposed to 
foreigners as such : for his territories were in the im- 
mediate vicinity of Nagasaki, the only port that for 
over two centuries had any foreign trade : and that trade 
must have benefited his people. Indeed, it was given out 
that he was highly indignant with the Tycoon for having 
restricted foreign trade to poi-ts which would enrich the 
ToKUGAWA coffers alone ; and that he was eager to throw 
open the whole of the Satsuma dominions ; in which, 
laudable desire, however, he was thwarted by the Yedo 
Government. 

Wliilst on his way to Kioto, en route for Yedo, on reach- 
ing Himeji in Harima, an incident occured which 
strengthens my belief that he had at that time no hostile 
intentions against foreigners. One Hirano Jiro had 
collected a band of ronins, about two hundred m 
number, and wished to place himself and his band under 
the leadership of some noble of kindred spirit. 

In Mr. Satow*s translation of the Kinse Shiriaku we 
read : — 

**They were on the look-out for an ally of the kind 
they wanted, when they heard of the arrival of Shimadzlt 
Idzumi at Himeji. Hiilvno, who was aware of the 
intrepid character of this prince, at once proceeded 
thither with his men, and addi-essed a letter to him. It 
said : — * The Bakufu has lately been treating the Mikado's 
orders with contempt, and has concluded treaties with- 
out his sanction. The empire is on the i)oint of be- 
commg a hell. We wish therefore to get you to become 
our leader, in order that we may release the Court 
nobles who have l)een confined in consequence of tlie 
Bakufu's displeasure, seize the castles of Ozaka, Hikont? 



B0NIN8* LETTER TO 8HIMADZU 8ABUR0. 99 

and Nijo, send orders to all the clans, carry the Mikado 
to Hakone, punish the crimes of the Shogun, and im- 
mediately aftei-wai'ds sweep out the barbarians. Pray 
take our request into your gracious consideration, oh 
Prince, and gi-ant it.' They then asked him to foi-ward 
then* letter to the Imperial Couii.. Idzumi felt secretly 
alarmed at their violence, and giving an evasive answer, 
pacified them as well as he could. Having left them at 
the town of Fushimi he went on to Kioto, and sent 
Hirauo's letter to Konoye, a Court noble. The Comi; 
was so frightened at the seditious style of the letter, that 
it retained Idzumi in Kioto to keep the ronins in order. 
It happened that the ronins at Ozaka and some Satsuma 
i^murai of the same way of thinking, heard of this, and 
were enraged at what they called Idzumi's temporizing 
jwlicy. Some foriy or lifty stai^ted for Kioto at once, 
intending to put pressure on him and proceed to action, 
(hi receiving this news, Ii)zu:^ii sent some of his retainers 
t'^ stop them at Fushimi, and to persuade them to 
lemain quiet. The efforts of the retainers were un- 
Jtvailing, and aftgr a long dispute, they were obliged to 
'i^e force. Numbers were killed on both sides, and the 
town l)ecame the scene of an indescril)al)le commotion." 

This was the man of wliom much has to be told ; 
whose name was for a long time a l)yw()rd among 
foreigners : and whose acts led to results direful indeed 
to liis clan, and hardly less so to the (rovernment of 
tlie Shogun. 

Whilst in Yedo Shimadzu Sabiro purchased an 
En«jlish steamer, the Fiery Cross, for his son-nephew, the 
Prince of 8atsuma. lie visited Yokohama and went a 
trial trip in her : and there is no reason to imagine that 
he then enteriained such feelings towards foreigners as 
should lead to any cruelty to them ; especially as on that 
occasion he was treated most cordially, and appeared to 
appreciate the kindness of his reception. 
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RKASON rOR Tins INTKHPOIiATlON. THE DAIMIO CT ^ 

SATSIMA. — SlIIMADZU SAllTIiO. — HIS HON ADOPTED, AS^ ^ 

HIMSELF APPOINTED OUAllDIAN OF THE STATE. ACTIVE % ^ 

PUIJLIC AFFAIUS. SCHEME FOIl THE UNIFICATION OF TlC ^' 

EMPIRE l.NDER THE MIKADO, AND THE ADVANCEMENT iJ^ ^ 

SATSUMA. VISITS KIOTO. — PROCLAMATION liEFOllE LtLWlJT ^' 

KAGOSHIMA. — JEALOUSY OF DAIMK^S. — HIS FIRMNESS. — PROL ' 

FERED CO-OPERATION OF RONINS IN ATTACKING FOREIGNEP.r " 

— HIS REPLY. A(iREES TO SEND MESSENGERS TO THE ^' 

AT FUSHLMI. — THEIR DETERMINATION. THE INTERVIEW.— -^ 

RRAVE CONDUCT OF SATSL'MA MEN. ITS RESULTS. SARUl ^^^^ 

PROCEEDS WITH HIS PLANS ; AND IS SENT RY THE MIKAL *^- 
WITH A NORI^EMAN OF THE IMPERIAL COURT, ON A MLSSIC-^^ 
TO YEDO. 

The character of Shimadzi; S.uutro has been so free- ^}' 
handled l)y foreifjjHcrs, and, (whether rightty or wron<jrI^' 
will never l)e known), so terril)ly vihiied, that 1 venture '^'^ 
introduce bodily, in an inteii^olatory chapter, a m<J^t i 
interestinjj; atjcount of him, and of the incident referi'ft/ i 
to in the (|Uotation from the Kinsr Shiriithti given in ihc j 
preceding chapter. It was written by Mr. E. 11. Houb'i.', / 
published in a pamphlet entitled Kagoshima, and 
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sorted with his permission. I doubt not the main 
were impai-ted to him by none other than Saigo 
iiicHi himself, who plays an honourable paii; in one 
ent recorded. 

confirms my view respecting the probable animus of 
Ko towards foreij^ners. Mr. House wi'ites : — 
10 daimio of Satsuma, at this period, was one who 
shared thi' sentiments of his race, without ever 
ling the opportunity of acting upon them. A few 
s only, concerning him, are necessaiy to explain his 
ion to the events about to be described. He was 
jgitimate inheritor of his title and position, but he 
acceded to them under circumstances of much 
ultv and confusion. He was not the favorite of his 
r, who had always expressed a determination to bo 
.'eded by a younger son, tlie offsju'ing of a concubine, 
e birth would not necessarily exclude him from the 
;itanc(\ This younger scm was the person now 
n as SuiM.vDzu Sajruo. The i>rqject was energetic- 
i>])posed by many ])owerfiil clansmen, and one of the 
io's secretaries, who openly favcued it, was assassi- 
1 ])\ the malei)ntents. Thejje latter were speedily 
ght to trial and execution, but the course of popular 
ig was now so ol)vious tliat the daimio did not 

m 

lire to nsist it, and, at his death, the legitimate sou 
med his i>lace. 

does not appear that the younger Shimadzu had 
Li an Jictive part in tlu? hitrigue of which he was the 
•t, but, Jifttr liis half-brother's accession, feeling 
;elf under some degree of suspicion, ov perhaps 
y being so, he withdrew from j)ul)lic notice, Jind led 
*e of ahiiost rigorous sechision. His only serious 
l)ation appeared to be tlu^ study of the ('hinese 
iics. His diversions were th(^ composition of ('hinestj 
ry and trials of skill in games of chance. He was 
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not generally supposed to give the slightest heed to the 
political aifairs even of his own province,— much less to 
those of the nation. He passed to a mature age without 
ever gaining much popular deference or esteem, and, 
while among men he was spoken of with can'less in- 
difference as an idle recluse, he was held in even less 
respectful consideration l)y the youth of Kagoshima, in 
which city he resided, and where his reputation for 
stolidity and his personal peculiarities, notably his 
extreme near-sighte(hie8s, supplied abundiuit oppor- 
tunities f(u\juvenile, and probably not lu-iUiant, satire. 

The brother in power had married, but was ^vithollt 
children. Whether he had formed an independent 
estimate of the* character of the recluse, or not, is an 
open (piesticm : but, in his last days, he selected the 
infant son of the latter to be his successor, and appointed 
Saburo (then known by another name) to the position of 
guardian of the state Kokufu. In 1802, this long 
seclud(»d nobleman thus l)ecame the actual, though not 
the titular, ruler of Satsuma. To the amazement of 
everybody, he at once renounced the inactivity of his 
fonner life, and devoted himself to the j)ublic interests 
with a vigilance and an industry of whicli no person had 
supposed him capabl(\ Within a few weeks from the 
time when the power of the juovince was i)laced in his 
hands, he had ctmceived and connnenced the execution 
of a scheme whicli had for its double object the unifica- 
tion of the empire by the restoration of the Mikado's 
dormant rule and the estaldishment of the house of 
Satsuma in the fiont rank of political agencies. It is 
not easy, at this time, to decide which may have been 
the more i)()tent motive in his mind. His adherents 
have always claimed that his first i)urpose was to ensure 
the re-organizati(m of the national (lovernment ui)on the 
only basis that promised an cndm*ing security. How- 
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ever this may have heen, it is certain that through his 
exertions and those of the allies /he gathered ahout him 
at different times, l)otli dc^signs wove accomplished l)eforo 
six years had i)assed. The Imperial Court resumed tlie 
functions which it had failed to exercise for mcu'e than 
six centuries, and Shimadzu Sabuiio was hailed as the 
Wanviek of the day. The Tokugawa hue was even 
more effectually hroken than he had pr()pos(Ml, for he 
had ut tirst looked only to cui'tailments and limitations 
of its vast dominion, and, in the earlier civil contests 
tliat arosts often co-operated with its leaders for the 
preservation of peace in the Mikado's capital. But the 
Munes of the Shoguns could not outlast the struggle. 
Wlu'u the last of the dynasty fell, the political prestige 
of tlif family expired, and such power and influence as 
^•ould be wielded by one man alone passed into Shimadzu's 
possession. While the feudal system lasted, his pre- 
^luiiience was plainly acknowledged. Even after its 
fetruction, he continued to hold a position of authority 
^hich no other representative of the old nobility main- 
tained, or pretended to emulate in the remotest degree, 
ami which culminated in his advancement to the highest 
office, with a single exception, that is tilled by a 
Japanese subject. 

Early in the spring of 1802, Shimadzu resolved to 
visit Kioto, for the purpose of submitting his plans 
directly to the Mikado or his chief counsellors. Aggres- 
sive acts against foreigners formed no part of his 
calculations, and there is no evidence to show that he 
looked upon their expulsion from the country, or even 
their molestatitm, as the necessary outgrowth of his pro- 
jects. There is evidence, on the contrary, that he used 
Ills authority to prevent deeds of violence and unsanctioned 
couil)iiiations even in support of what might be supposed 
to be his policy. Before leaving his province, he issued 
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ft proclamation to his retainers, '* forbidding them to ally 
themselves with the ronins," (disaffected agitators and 
vii-tual outlaws) **or to do aiuiihing without the instruc- 
tions of their superiors/' His subsequent orders, 
especially applicable to the Richardson case, will appear 
hereafter. His self-imposed mission was not looked 
U2)on with much favor by the feudal lords in general. He 
was accused of claimui<< privileges, in the matter of ask- 
ing audiences and tendering advice, that did not properly 
belong to any beneath the rank of daimio, and which, 
though they mi^ijht l)e granted to his son (now, legally, 
his nei)hew and ward) ought not to be expected by him- 
self. It would have needed much stronger remonstrances 
than these to dissuade him from his pui-pose. He 
declared that this was a time when, if traditions stood in 
the way of the public welfare, they must be brushed aside 
like cobwebs. Other difticulties, however, beset him on 
his way to Kioto, from which he coidd not so easily relieve 
himself. The most embarrassing of these was the prof- 
fered co-operation of a troop of turbulent ronins who, 
assuming that his princii)al design was to organize an 
attack upon foreigners, insisted upon accompanying him 
and taking part in all his movements. Appreciating the 
necessity of avoidiiig all sif^ns of disturbance at or near 
the Imperial capital, he sent for the leaders of the paiiy, 
eight in number, and gave them to understand that, 
whatever miglit be the merit of their enterprise, the time 
for executing it had cei-tainly not arrived, and that the 
question of dealing with the foreigners was one that must 
l)fc decided in the future. He was listened to with im- 
jmtience, and assiu-ed that if he would not accept their 
services they would go to Kioto by tliemselves, and seek 
for authority lo commence operations on their own 
account. The situation was critical, for it was plain that 
these desperate men, if left to then- own devices would 
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create a tumult in the capital that might bring discredit 

upon Shimadzu's whole action. The manner in which 

he suddenly resolved to deal with it is worth relating in 

<letail, as illustrating the resolute character of the man, 

and as showing incidentally, to what lengths he was pre* 

pared to go in preventing, at this time, instead of inciting, 

onslaughts upon strangers. The story has never been 

made public, although it is vaguely touched upon in 

Kinse Shirinkuy and reproduced from that source, with 

<*ertain variations that show a slight misapprehension of 

the circumstances, in Mr. Adams's History of Japan. 

He announced that he would make no promises as to 
their adoption into his service, but agreed to send mes- 
fit^nfirers to them, within a reasonable time after his 
arrival in Kioto, who would consult with them and 
('onvey his final decision. The ronins agreed to wait, 
and halted at the town of Fusimi, a few miles distant 
from Kioto. At the same time thev declared their 
Jrfemiination not to l)e thwai-ted, and their firm inten- 
^^on to advance, even against his injunction, if they 
<^ould not receive his authorization. The next day, 
Shimadzl' selected eight of his most trusted followers, in 
^'hose diplomatic address and faculties of persuasion ho 
had great confidence, and who had also proved them- 
selves the most expert swordsmen in his suite. These he 
fcected to return to the rendezvous ; to hold a parley 
^th the insurgent leaders ; to convince them, by argu- 
ment if possible, of the impractical)ility of their course, 
hut at all hazards to prevent them from proceeding in 
their rebellious career. To Japanese vassals as devoted 
as those of Satsuma, no fui-ther suggestions were needed. 
They reached Fusimi late in the evening and found the 
greater number of the ronins in a largo house of public 
t*ntertainment. The leaders joined them in a small 
room on the ground floor, while the others continued 
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their carousals above. Before arriving, the principal of 
the Satruma retainers liad arranged his plan and com- 
municated it to his subordinates. Ea'cij effort should be 
made to bring the malcontents to reason by straight- 
forward representations of the designs of theii* master, 
and by earnest oxliortations that the disorderly cam- 
paign they contemplated should be abandoned. If these 
should fail, the conference could end only in a quarrel, 
in which event, the position and duty of seven of the 
Satsuma participants was distinctly laid down. The 
lights were to be simultaneously extinguished, each man 
was to plant himself at a given distance from his- 
neighbors, to drop u})on one knee, and to sweep the spac^ 
above his head with his di'awn sword. The head of ihc^^ 
party, Narabara, would spring to the nearest corner,^ 
where he would be protected from assault in the rear owe 
du'ectly fi*om the sides, and would attack in the dark an; 
that should approach him. These precautions woul( 
not have been enjoined if an encounter upon anythin 
like even terms had been anticipated; but the ronin£=» 
were several hundred in number, and it was only througla 
the application of some such strategy that the eight 
leaders could by any chance be disposed of. In case of a 
general conflict, some of them would have been almost 
sure to escape, and the mission of the retainers would 
have failed. It was foreseen that, in the tumult, some 
of the inferior ronins would inish to assist their chiefs, 
and join in the melee before the work of destruction could 
be thoroughly carried out ; hence the necessity of having 
the advantage of darkness and pre-organization on the 
side of the militant envoys. 

The interview in the tea-house was long and earnest. 
Narabara and his companions were sincere in their 
efforts to settle the affair without violence, as, indeed, 
they were bound l)y their instructions to do, if any means 
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could be discovered. For more than two hours they 
exerted such arguments and eloquence as they could 
command to persuade the adventurers to disband the 
troop and return to theii' homes. These endeavors were 
totally ineffectual. Having advanced so far, the in- 
surgents declared, they could not and would not recede* 
If Shimadzu would lead them to the fulfilment of their 
schemes, they would gladly exterminate the foreigners 
under his banner. If not, they would undertake the 
task in their own way. Moreover, they were convinced 
that the real spirit of the Satsuma clan was in sympathy 
with them, in spite of all that the Kokufu might say. 
Several Satsi'ma men had joined them within a few 
hours, and were heartily in unison with their plot. The 
discussion terminated in confusion and high words, as 
tad been more than half anticipated. At a signal from 
Narabara the paper lanterns that hung around the walls 
Were thrown to the ground and trampled upon. The 
swords of all were instantly drawn. The Satsuma leader 
darted to his corner, proclaiming his name and inviting 
attack by loud cries. Ilis seven associates fell on their 
knees, and, in rigid silence, dealt fatal blows upon all 
that came within reach of their weapons. The renins 
above, warned Ijy the clamor of the chiefs, stniggled to 
descend to their aid, but the ladders of communication 
had been removed. A few sprang from the windows and 
mingled blindly and ineffectively in the obscure affray. 
In less than live minutes from the time that the signal 
was given, the swords of the Satsuma men passed 
through the air without resistance. Naiiabaua called to 
his followers l)y names and all but one replied. A light 
was struck, and its first ray revealed th(^ bodies of eleven 
renins and one of Shimadzu's messengers, stretched 
lifeless upon the fioor. 

But the end of this extraordinary encounter had not yet 
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come. The scene that followed, though unattended by 
desperate strife or bloodshed, was even more startlingly 
dramatic. Yielding suddenly to an inspiration that 
could have had no "prevision in his sober calculations, 
Nau.uuilv, without waiting to apprise his companions of 
his intention, cast away his sword, threw off his upper 
garments to show that he was now defenceless, and, 
claml)oring up to the apai*tment above, flung himself, 
half naked, among the amazed and excited ronins, and 
fell ui)on his luinds and knees with a salutation that wa^ 
at the same time a gestm-e of appeal for momentary for- 
bearance. Before they could recover fi-om their surprise, 
he had rapidly related the whole stoi-y of w^hat had 
occurred below, and begged to be heard in justification. 
The nearest of those who heard his words sought to 
destroy him without ceremony, but a young man from 
Satsuma, who had lately joined the troop, abruptly 
confronted them, and, placing himself defiantly before 
the prostrate body, proclaimed that he would protect the 
unarmed suppliant with his own life until he should 
obtain a hearing. In moments of critical suspense like 
this, a sudden demonstration of superior boldness is 
sure to carry all before it. Those who had hastened 
to avenge their leaders now instinctively jdelded, 
and signified their willingness to listen. Narabailv 
at once declared that he did not mean to plead 
for himself, and that if, after having received his ex- 
planation, they were still deteiinined to pursue theii* 
course, his body was at theu* disposal. He then hastily 
repeated the arguments he had used below, and said 
that, although he had failed to convince the chiefs, who 
were prepared with a regular and carefully contrived 
plan, his representations should surely have weight with 
the subordinates, who, left in ignorance of how to pro- 
ceed, without commanders of experience or tried ability, 
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and thrown into hopeless confusion at the moment when 
decision and unanimity were most needed, could not 
contend against the forces which Shimadzu would be 
able to an-ay against them. As to what he had himself 
done, everj^ Japanese samurai knew that it was simply 
his duty, and the men of Satsuma, above all, would 
applaud, rather than condemn him for the fidelity and 
thoroughness with which he had fulfilled his mission. 
An appeal of this kind, made under circumstances that 
attested the feaiiessness and faith of the speaker, and 
addressed to an audience composed of soldiers, who, 
whatever their other errors, had been trained to respect 
courage and devotion as the highest of human virtues, 
could not be ineffective. It was, in fact, triumphant. 
In admiration of his gallantry, Naraibara was suffered to 
go free. In acknowledgment of the force of his reason- 
ing, the ronins admitted the feebleness of their position, 
^der the new state of affaks, and pledged themselves 
to disperse ^^ithout delay. The ready resolution of 
Shdudzu, acting through the strong arm of Nauabara 
and his associates, had cut the knot of disaffection and 
Diutiny with a single blow. 

Thus relieved of his most pressing embarrassment, 
and no longer imi)eriUed l)y the *' entangling aUiance " 
of a riotous mob, the Satsuma chieftain proceeded fi-eely 
to the execution of his purposes. It is not essential to 
recoimt these puq>oses in detail. They all tended to the 
rt'btoration of the national power into the hands of the 
Mikado, and the subordination, though not necessarily 
the extinction, of the Yedo Government, it does not 
appear that the adoption of violent measures against 
foreigners was ever advocated or suggested by him. His 
representations were so eft'ective that in the com*se of a 
mouth he was sent to Yedo, together with a nobleman of 
the Imperial Court, to communicate the deteimination 
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that had been taken by the supreme authority (i 
land. Plaving accompliBhed this task, and tarried i 
Shogun's capital imtil the early part of the autui 
1862, he set out upon his homeward joui-ney. 

The " young man from Satsuma who had lately j« 
the troop," and who defended the prostrate Nar.uja 
the courageous manner described ])y Mr. IIorsE, 
S.UGO YoiUMiciii, the Commander-in-Chief of the Japr 
forces in the FoiTQOsan expedition, and now a meml 
the Ministry as the Chief of the War Department. 
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As REGARDS the Ordinary passing events connected with 

Yokohama, and with the progress of foreign intercoui'se, 

tiiore is iiotliing of much interest to relate. In connection 

^itli the latter, I take the following from the North 

^'hina Herald: — 

** A new feature in the trade of Japan has just 
tiauspired, which adds considerable interest to our 
fflations with that country. It appears that for some 
fime till' Jai)anese Government have entertained the 
i<lt'a of encouraging a foreign trade amongst their own 
P^ple, and, as an experiment, have launched into a 
commercial venture, by purchasing an Enghsh ship and 
loading her for the port of Shanghai on their o^vn 
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account. The first vessel they have purchased for this 
purpose is the Britisli barque Armistice, Captain 
RicHAiinsoN, of ^S,"; t(His, for which they paid $84,000 
and hiivo lumifd hov tlio iSV/zr/n'-m^uvf, sijriiifying to last a 
thousand years," or, froelv translated, a thousand vears' 
ship.' Sh(i arrived in harbour this morning, and has on 
board eight of some of the highest officials from Yedo, 
who are omoowcred bv tlio Tycoon to trade with anv 
poi-t in ili(^ world that may extend their commerce. 
Also to purchase a numl)r'r of ships of equal or superior 
quality to the AtDiistirc^ to form the nucleus of a 
merchant fleet." 

As little more was ever heard of this scheme, it is to 
be inferred that either the early trading of " eight of 
some of the highest officials from Yedo," was not very 
profitable ; or that the growing troubles of the empix"^ 
forced the Government to attend to politics rather thi^ 
to commerce. 

In Yokohama, the Municipal Council that had been 
established soon began to languish. Yet it would appear 
that the Consuls were willing to give it every possible 
countenance, l)y a delegation of powers, which, how- 
ever, it was very doubtful whether they themselves 
possessed. Three or four years later an attempt was 
made to induce ministers to obtain from their re- 
spective Governments, formal sanction for such powers 
l)eing confeiTed ; but it was of no avail. 

There was a terrible visitation of measles, fhashika) 
in Yedo this summer. In the 50 days from June 17 to 
August 11, inclusive, no less than 5(57, 713 persons were 
attacked, of whom 73,158 died. 

On almost all occasions of such public calamities 
overtaking the nation, the statistics of moi-tality are 
given in such big figures as to ])e hardly credible. As 
an instance we are told in the Kiim' Shiriakii that ** in 
the Cth month (July 10— August 7, 1858) an epidemic 
of cholera spread throughout the land, and about 30,000 
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persons died in Yedo alone." One thousand deaths a 
day is a rate remarkable oven in a city of 2,000,000 
inhabitants, more especially in one, where, if sanitary 
legulations were little thought of, yet the general airiness 
of the dwellings, and the cleanliness of all but the very 
lowest and poorest classes, struck foreigners as dis- 
tinguishing characteristics of the natives. However, I 
only mention this to show how unreliable such statistics 
were ; for in September in the same year, when Baron 
Orgs arrived with the object of making a treaty for France, 
on demanding a residence on shore in Yedo, as Lord 
Elgin had done before him, all sorts of reasons were 
given to prove the impossibility of his wish being 
complied with ; among the rest this being strenuously 
urged, that cholera was raging in the city ; that three 
thoHMud had already died, and the deaths still continued 
at the rate of three hundred a day — a very different 
statement to the other. 

As for the native settlement of Yokohama, there was 
a slight visitation of fever and diarrhoeic complaints 
every summer, but nothing as compared with what might 
have been expected. 

In laying out the land for the reception of foreigners, 
the native sui-veyors had availed themselves of the 
natural facilities they fomid to their hands. 

The sea, of course, fonned the frontage; and by 
cutting a broad canal in the rear, uniting two branches 
of a small river, which, parting about two miles inland, 
fell into the sea on the two sides of the proposed site, 
and by a little judicious labour in widening and deepen- 
ing the embouchm*e of each, an island was fonned, wdth 
a navigable water-way all round. 

The land immediately fronting the sea was slightly 
above the level of that fui-ther inland, which had never 
been availed of even for rice-fields, but remained a 
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114 TOUNO JAPAN. 

Simple, and oftentimes a very oflfensive, salt-water 
Bwamp. 

The native and foreign quai-ters were kept quite 
distinct from each other ; the f()reij];n settlement l>eiiig 
to the left looking from the sea, the native to the right. 
The frontap:e lay about south-east and noi-th-west, the 
former extremity hein^ appropriated to foroi<];ncrs. 

At lirst only the hio;her ground was laid out in streets, 
and it is a strange fact that in the native town several 
small canals or water courses were? cut, whilst in the 
foreign cpiai^ter there was nothing of the kind. It is 
probable that these were enlargements of rivulets that 
made their way from the swamp to the sea ; or they may 
have been inlets from the sea availed of as a means for 
small boats to penetrate into the town. One use they 
were turned to was to insulate the Yoshiwara ; a quarter 
of which it will be necessary to speak hereafter. 

The small canals alluded to, ramifying in various 
directions, although to a certain extent affected by the 
tides, were so to a very insufficient degree. They 
gradually, therefore, became black and offensive ; and it 
was often as much as could l)e endured to pass them. 

Yet houses were not only built on their banks, but 
actually overhanging them. There were streets of clean 
respectable-looking shops, on one side of which the 
back rooms of the houses — the living and sleeping 
apartments of the famihes occupj-ing them — (Overhung 
these fetid, miasmatic canals ; and it was often remark- 
ed that the rarity of any epidemic attacking the inhabi- 
tants, almost gave tlie lie to those who contend that 
stagnant pools, unrip(* fruit, and what foreigners vrould 
esteem low diet, are the geiu^rators of such diseases. 

It is possible iliat the personal cleanliness of the people 
did much to pn'Scrvu them from such illnesses ; for tlu*re 
were few who did not take a hot bath everv dav, and 
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lardly any who did so less frequently than every other 
day. 

Those who published their Japanese experiences in 

tliose Varly days, speak of the public tubbing of females 

which came under their observation in Yedo ; whilst later 

writers have called their statt^ments in question : one, in 

pai-ticiilar, who has been among the most largely read 

and quoted, declaring, that although he had traversed 

the streets of Yedo at all hours of the day he had never 

Seen anything of the kind. It is very likely not, for he 

arrived in Japan at the time that foreign influences had 

liad then- effect. As late as 1HG2 such things were seen 

in the vicinitv both of Yedo and Y'okohama ; and within 

five years from this present writing, i.e. as lately as 1874, 

such a sight might have l^een, and was, seen every 

^'Veiling by passers-by, in tlie immediate neighbourhood 

of tlie settlement. 1 have seen it repeatedly both on one 

of the i)atlnvays leading from Homura to the Bluff, and 

aljio hi the surrounding villages. By excursionists in all 

tlirections, what is called ** indiscriminate tubbing " is so 

commoidv seen, that thev soon come to think nothing of 

it. 

One of thf features of ilu' native town up to 1862, and 
C'Ven later, was the numerous public bath-houses, in 
wLieh both sexes performed their al)lutions together. 
This was gradually altered simpl}' by the force of puldic 
opinion as expressed l)y the few foreigners then resident 
litre. In Yedo it continued for years after it was dis- 
continued in Y'okohama ; but now, although the sexes 
Estill use the same bath-houses in many instances, 
tliey are generally divided l)y a partition ; and there are 
^me houses where the separation is more complete still, 
^t-t to this day, there is hardly oni^ — if indeed there be 
oiii— where men are not in attendance even in the 
femalo di\ibion, and in which their services aio not often 
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brought into requisition to pour water over, or otherwise 
aid in the pui-ifications, of the fail* patronesses. 

I will wind up this chapter by touching on some of the 
every-day scenes in Japan. 

The simplicity of country hfe in Japan very much as- 
similates to what is found in other countries. As 
in Europe so in Japan there is much self-dependence. 
Although viUages are abundant, the people in them have 
hardly got the length of resolving themselves into different 
trades, for the business would be quite too small. There 
may be in each a kind of general store, where the very 
simplest and most common and inexpensive necessaries 
may be obtained, but this is freijuently kept l)y a family 
whose members farm a littk^ piece of land themselves, 
and prepare on the premises many of the things they 
supply. 

Very primitive are they in all they do. They are up 
with, or oftentimes before, the sun, and commence laboiu* 
at once. Their toilet, rough as it is, is performed just 
as circumstances permit ; sometimes dii^ectly they rise, 
often during a midday rest, but not less frequently in the 
evening when work is done. Every country house has 
its Imtli tub, in which the body can be pm*ified and rein- 
vigorated after the toils of tlie day by being parboiled. 
The temperature at which these baths arc used is so 
high, that those who emerge from them are almost the 
colour of red Indians ; and in the year 1872 an 
edict was promulgated in Tokio, that the public baths 
should not be heated beyond a moderate temi)eratiu'e — 
slightly below blood heat. 

The men never do then* own hair. There is alwavs a 
barber near at hand, and the heads of the farmers and 
farm labourers may pass under his hand once a week or 
less according to their means. With tlie women it is 
almost the same, but they have to touch up a little each 
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day, apart from the special day when they look for the 
^NiBitation of the kami-san or hah- dresser, whose periodical 
coming is preceded by letting down the hau' and giving it 
a thorough washing. It must be a very poor person who 
has not the few thmgs looked upon as necessities of the 
toilet. Among the wealthy, these are always suppUed 
to a bride, of most beautiful quality, and are an im- 
portant poiliion of her possessions. 

Among the poorer or labouring class, the ordinary 
operations of the toilet may l)e seen every day ; for every- 
thing is quite pubUc. With them, of course, the requisites 
ai*e but few and very common. To European eyes they look 
more like plajiliings ; but small and simple as they are, 
to their owners they are as useful, and by them as much 
thought of, as the more pretentious toilet tables of the 
West. The diminutive cabinet of drawers suffices for 
them and holds all the accessories. The mirror is a disc 
of highly polished metal, quite effective for its purpose ; 
and easily set up for use as required, and put away when 
done with. This simplicity was hardly depaiied from 
even among the highest classes. None were given to 
elaborate furniture at anytime. The principal difference 
between peer and peasant in this respect, lay in the 
richness of the lacquer, or ai'tistic workmanship of 
whatever kind, bestowed on the articles. All those 
pretty little cabinets and nick-nacks that are sent fi*om 
Japan to other countries, were by no means plajiihings 
twenty yeai'S ago, and, indeed are not so among the mass 
of the people, even now. 

About twenty years ago, the most honorable busmess 
among the mechanics of Yedo was that of gold-lacquerer. 
WTien the daughter of a daimio was married, it was 
customary to i)resent her with a norimon, a (piantity of 
toilet articles and boxes, all havmg the family mong or 
device in gold, on black or other lacquer. As this por- 
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tion of the lady's outfit was considered very important, 
the artists in gold-lacquer were not pennitted to do them 
at their o\sti houses, but had to go to the yashikis and 
work there ; it being understood that theii* charge, 
however exorbitant, should not be disputed. They were 
great people in their own way, and always wore silk 
clothes on such occasions, because cotton clothes were 
supposed to damage so fine an article. At home they 
had beautiful houses, generally with two or three lire- 
proof warehouses, and several apprentices were invariablv- 
there learning the l)usiness. It was a jn-ofession whicLm^ 
was held in such esteem that even the leiuners of thi-.*? 
trade used to refuse to be adopted into the families o 
flourifthing merchants, because the profits of the gol(T 
laccpierers were so ample. But since the changes, there:? 
is no longer any demand for these valuable articles, and 
the trade has sunk into total decay. To such an extent 
is this the case, that actually some who a few years ag«> 
looked fonvard to a profitable career in this business, 
ai'e now drawing jin-riki-shas. Of old a skiUul artist 
could lacquer with gold as many as 800 badges in i\ 
single day; and as this lacquer was always in demand, 
they were never idle. There are. still a few gold-lac- 
querers in the empire, but they have very little patronage. 
Mere common lac(iuerers are plentiful and a diflercnt 
class entirely from tlie workers in gold. The latter had 
special rules for their l)U8iness, and it was a very 
dilficult thing to become apprenticed to them. Some 
of the finest s[)eciiuens of their workmanship are now in 
Europe, and ought to command high prices; for the 
original cost here was for the reasons above stated, very 
great, and the daily iucrensing rarity should enhance the 
value. 

Field work tlirougliout Japan is performed by both men 
and women. The fields are never large, but divided into 
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little patches, no|two of which are alike in size or shape. 
The rice fields are suiTounded and divided from each other 
ty low embankments, which serve to hold the water as in 
a basin. Rice growing is the dirtiest labom* we know, 
in eveiy stage the labom*ers working either in water 
or in mud. The general aspect of the agricultm-al 
(iistricts would lead foreigners to suppose that the natives 
have little to learn from them in this respect. The soil, 
to all appeanince, rich, from the care bestowed upon it 
for ages, is cultivated in a manner that commends itself 
to the admiration of all. One feature of it, however, is 
^pleasant — their system of manuring. Dm-ing cei-tain 
inontlis of the year it is imj^ossible to walk in the country 
^'ith any pleasure on this account. The crops of every 
Wnd shew that this system is not the best ; for the finiits 
and vegetables alike are tasteless and insipid. 

Itinerant mountebanks are common in Japan. They 
exercise then- calling from village to village with 
f^reat spirit. It is astonishing in how many things 
the Japanese in their every-day life resemble Europeans. 
They have their street conjurors, then* peep-shows, their 
acrobats, and all the tribe of such Bohemians, just as we 
have in the West, aild they di-aw the money out of 
people's pockets by exactly the same kind of patter as 
We were used to of yore. Is it civilized or uncivilized 
people who have such inHtitutious ! 

Priests in their peculiai* garl), are also everywhere 
met with. Among the numerous sects . of Buddhists, 
there are as many different forms of worship as 
among different sects of Christians. The pride of the 
Kleek and pampered priests is often an exact counter[)ai't 
of what may l)i^ seen elsewhere. Their worship is never 
without the aid of drum or bell, and these are generally 
struck by the seiTant ox acohie in attendance. In the 
domiciliary visits, there is often one who brings the littler 
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bronze disc with him, on which he strikes as the priest 
prays. The kind of self-satisfied pharisaic air of 
these priests is very noticeable. Without enjojdng the 
real respect of the people, who look upon them as no 
better than they should be, they undoubtedly exercise a 
certain amount of influence, which is mainly exercised in 
maintaining that superstition which is their strongest 
hold on their flock. 

On certain holidays a peculiar kind of theatrical 
exhibition is given in front of the temples, to entertain 
the Kami, or gods, the origin of which, I gather from 
a description of some of the customs and ceremonies 
of his coimtrymen, sent to me long ago by a young 
Japanese fi-iend, was as follows : — 

"In the early ages, the great goddess, called Tensho- 
DAiJiN, descended from the heavens and estabUshed 
herself in the province or state of Hiuga. Becoming 
angry (for some unexplained reason) she withdrew 
herself from the public gaze and retu-ed to a cave called 
Iwato, whose entrance was guarded by a large stone gate. 
Mundane affairs being thus left to take care of them- 
selves, the other Kami, who were her servants, assembled 
for counsel, and agreed upon the necessity of drawing 
her from her seclusion. This was the formula obseiTed. 
A singer, who was accompanied by every kind of 
musical instrument, discoursed sweet melodies, the 
performers leaping and dancing around the mouth of 
the cave, and a goddess, attired in raiment of white 
silk, moved slowly about, waving a paper fixed to 
the end of a stick, called Heisoku. Hearing this 
afi:reeable music, Tensiio-daijin opened the gate a little 
wjiy, and peeped through to see what was occurring. 
Taking advantage of the opportunity, a brave Kami, 
named Toi^.AKrsm, exerting his utmost strength, seized 
the <j[ate, wreiiclied it from its hinges, and threw it high 
into tli(^ jiir. Away it went, whizzing for over four 
hundred miles, ihially resting on the centre of a high 
mountain, called Tsukuba-san, which can be seen from 
the capital of this country, Tokio or Yedo,'* 
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[The narrator of this legend says, '' My father has 
been over this mountain, and I have conversed with him 
as to its situation and surroundings. 1 trust it may be 
some dav mv fortune to visit it. There are so manv 
pleasant things to see on the way that I advise those 
travelling thither to do so on foot, as its many beauties 
tempt the traveller to halt every minute." i 

**The stone, or gate, which was thrown by Togakushi 
still exists, resting on a pinnacle of the mountain, in 
Buch a position as momentai'ily to threaten the destruc- 
tion of the beholder. It measures in length about 
twenty feet, and in breadth al)out fifteen. 

** Having described the origin of the festival, let us 
proceed to a description of the Kagiu'a — the celebration 
as now observed. As it was first used as a remonstrance 
to the Kami (or gods) it is sometimes called the Kami- 
Isami, and from its foundation it was adopted as a 
rehgious o])seiTanee or festival. The Kagm-a is usually 
practiced on afc edifice erected in front of a temple, and 
is celebrated with all kinds of musical instruments — 
drums, flutes or whistles, l)ells, and lilocks of sonorous 
wood and bamboo. Dancers, arrayed in beautiful 
garments, and wearing masks, leap and gambol about 
to the sound of the music. In the first and middle acts 
of the exhiI)ition, a woman who is called Mixo (or witch) 
appeal's, dressed in loose red trowsers, slowly moving 
lier l>ody to and fro, whilst sounding a soi-t of bell which 
she carries in her hand. In the last act small cakes 
made of rice beaten in a mortar are scattered amongst 
the spectators, wlio are clamorous in their endeavours 
to get hold of them, believing that those who eat them 
will never sufier from that greatest of all the minor 
ills that flesh is lieu* to, toothache. The celebration of 
the Kagura is one of the most interesting of the many 
religious festivals of our country." 

My friend also thus described the native firemen, who 

Were, in the early days, almost constantly mider the 

()l)8er\'ation of foreigners. 

**The Empire of Japan contains three capitals, Yedo or 
Tokio, Kioto, and Osaka ; of these the first-named is the 
most extensive and populous, containuig over two 
millions of inhabitants. This flourishing city is situated 
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on a vast plain called Musasliino, and when the Gk>Te] 
ment was first established there, two hundred and fi 
years ago, by the ancestor of Tokugawa, it w^as alm( 
uninliabited. Since then it has underg(nie many i: 
provements, and has rapidly advanced in population a 
wealth. The city, however, was but poorly built 
bamboo and mud and inflammable materials, the ro 
of the houses being ctmiposed of thatch and rush 
As a matter of course, tires were of fi-equent occurren 
both day and night, as many as nine in one night bei 
not infi'equent. 

**In order to combat the iiery demon, a brigarle v 
organised, selected from the .lower class of citize 
ami divided into twelve companies, each dist 
guished by a letter of the alphabet. In course of ti 
these companies became very numerous, and, thi 
years ago, the}' counted not less than five thousand m 
When not employed in their duties as firemen, tl 
occupied their time in building, in levelling the gi'ov 
for the erection of houses, but frequently in the by 
means honourable pursuit of gambling. When 1 
alarm-bell was sounded thev were on the aleii t 
assembled at a kno^m rendezvous. Their dres 
consisted of a long quilted coat or mantle, over wh 
was worn a shorter coat of the same kind: their h 
were made of a cotton cloth, also quilted. On the ala 
of fire being given, they assembled in a body, arn 
with long poles, to be used as fu-e-hooks in the demolit 
of burning buildings. A procession being foiined tl 
advanced in the direction of the fire, singing loudly, 
the following order. First, an oliicer bearing an ens 
made of paper, then a ladder, twenty-four or thiii;y i 
long. Then came a band of firemen, singing tb 
loudest strains in various voices, each of them can-v 
the fire-hook. Lastly came men beaiing the pui 
When the burning place was reached, the man bear 
the ensign or banner, which was heavy and tenacio 
though constructed of paper, mounted the roof of 
building nearest the one a-flame — and in the direct 
toward which the wind was blowing — and endeavoui'e( 
protect the roof from the fl.ying sparks. Here he wo 
remahi at his post until the tlames caught the build 
on which he stood, and, the {ive spreading rapidly fi 
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the inflammal)le nature of its construction, it frequently 
happened tliat he would have no time to make use of the 
ladders provided, and must either jump from the roof 
or perish in the flames. They were a brave set of men 
and never shrank from the ilames, many paying the 
penalty of their devotion to duty with their lives. Their 
widows, whilst mourning their imtimely end, submitted 
themselves to the decrees of fate, looking upon the event 
as they would upon an ordinary death. After the fire 
had been subdued the firemen marched back to their 
quaiiers, singiufji even more loudly than before. As a 
rule, they were, and are, a courageous body, and at the 
command of a superior, would undertake any work, 
however seemingly desperate.'' 



CHAPTER XIII. 

I 

TIIK SAD TALE 3IURT BE TOLD. — RfflMADZU SABURO'S 
THREAT TO MURDER FOREIGNERS. — DOUBTS AS TO ITS TRUTH. — 
IF TRT*E, PROB.y)LE REASON. — THE M'JRDER OF MR. RICHARDSON. 
— MRS. BORRODAIL£*S STATEMENT ; MR. CLARKE*S AND BIR- 

MARSHALL's EVIDENCE. — UNCHALLENGED UNTIL 1875. THE 

SATSUMA VERSION. — EFFECT ON THE RESIDENTS ON THE NEWS 
REACHING THE SETTLEMENT. — COLONEL NEALE AND THIv 
MOUNTED ESCORT. — H. B. M.'s CONSUL TAKES THE ESCORT 
WITHOUT ORDERS. — THE BODY OF MR. RICHARDSON FOUND ; 
AND STATEMENT OF JAPANESE ON THE SPOT, RESPECTING HIS 
ACTUAL DEATH. — COLONEL NEALE THE ONLY PERSON WHO KEPT 
WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF PRUDENCE. — THE BODY CONVEYED TO 
KANAGAWA. — MEETING OF TKE RESIDENTS. — RESOLUTIONS 
PASSED. — DEPUTATION TO ADMIIUL KUPER ON BOARD H.M.S. 
EURYALUS. — .VLSO TO CAPTAINS OF FRENCH AND DUTCH 
MEN-OF-WAR. — AND TO COLONEL NEALE. — MEETING AT THE 
FRENCH minister's HOUSE. — COLONEL NEALB*8 REFUSAL 
TO ACT AS PROPOSED BY THE RESIDENTS. — APPROVAL OF HIS 
CONDUCT BY HIS GOVERNMENT, AND SUBSEQUENTLY BY HIS 
COUNTRYMEN. — ORIGINiVL CONDEMNATION OF IT BY ALL FOR- 
EIGNERS AND BY THE PRESS. — PROBABLE RESULTS OF IM31E- 
DIATE ACTION. — COLONEL NEALE's PROMPT COMMUNICATION 
WITH THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT. — PERPLEXITY OF YEDO 
GOVERNMENT. 

The talo has now to be told of the saddest incident 
that has occiUTed since the signing of thu treaties. 
Saddest, because, although only one foreigner's life was 
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at first sacrificed, it led to fighting by which numbers 
\)oth of Japanese and foreigners lost their lives, and to 
other consequences hardly less lamentable. 

I have already spoken of Shimadzu Sauuro, and shown, 
as I think, that there is no good reason for supposing 
that, on his anival in Yedo, he was imbued with such 
feelings towards foreigners as should lead him to act 
with hostility towards individuals. 

It was stated, after the event I am about to chronicle, 
that before leaving Yedo on his return to Kioto, he made 
a direct threat to the Government, that, should oppor- 
timity arise, he would assault foreigners. 1 have never 
Wn able to trace this to any reliable source; but at 
the time it w^as universally believed, and there arc few, 
if any, of the foreigners then resident in Japan who do 
^ot still accept it as an indisputable fact. If it be true, 
it may have been uttered in the heat of the moment ; 
and have arisen from a desire to embroil the Government 
^rith foreigners — forcing hostilities, under the impression 
that the latter would act in such a manner as to compel 
immediate steps to drive them out. Of this, however, 
more hereafter. Hero is the original version of the 
sad story. 

On the 14th September 1862, three Enghsh gentlemen 
cscoi-ted a lady, the sistcr-iu-law of one of them, in a 
ride on the Tokaido. Two of the gentlemen, Mr. 
ilARsiiALL and Mr. Clarice, were residents of Yokohama ; 
the lady was Mrs. Borkodaile, wife of a merchant in 
Hongkong ; the third gentleman a Mr. Iiiciiaudson who 
had been in busmess in Shanghai, but, having retii'ed, 
Nvas on a visit to Japan before going home. That I may 
not appear to impart any colouring of my own to the 
affair, 1 shall give the statements of the lady and th(i 
two first-named gentlemen, as to what took place, simply 
premising, that no one who knew the parties could think 
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of doubting them ; and that the peculiarly single-minded, 
truthful and conscientious character of Mr. Marshall in 
particuhir, gave him in early days a loading position 
among foreign residents, which he maintained im- 
challenged during the remainder of his career, and imtil 
his sudden decease in September 1873. 

First then, here is the account given in the Jajnui, 
Jfrralil, with Mrs. Borrodailf/s statement. 

Yokohama, 15th Septemb(»r, 1802. — Yesterday after- 
noon about two o'clock, a paiiy left Yokohama for tmi 
country ride, intending to cross to Kanagawa in a boa.± 
and i)roceed from thence on horse-back to Kawasaki, 
where there is a fine temple. 

The party was composed of Jlrs. Borrodaile, the 
wife of a merchant in Hongkong ; Mr. Marshall — her 
brother in hiw, a merchant of Yokohama ; Mr. W. Clarke 
— of the house of Messrs. A. H?:ard & Co., and Mr. 
Btchardson, who had just retked from business in Cliina 
and was on a visit to Japan, prior to his return to 
England. 

The Community at about half past three o'clock, in the 
afternoon, were startled by the return of Mrs. BoRRODAHiE 
on horse-back to Mr. Gowkr's house, in a fearful state of 
agitation and disorder — h(»r hands, face and clothes be- 
spattered with blood, her hat gone, and herself in a faint- 
ing state. She infomied Mr. GowI'Ir that she had just 
ridden for her life over seven miles, and had escaped, she 
knew not h(nv, from a most dastardly and murderous 
attack upon herself and her companions ; that at about fom* 
miles bej^ond Kanagawa, nearly halfway to Kawasaki, they 
had met pai*t of a daimio's train consisting of a large body 
of two-sworded men coming from Yedo, some of whom 
signed to them to move aside, which they did. They 
drew up their horses at the side of the road, but in con- 
sequence of continued signs to go back, they turned their 
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horses to return towards Kanagawa. Without a word, 
or the sli<:(htest further notice, some of the retainers drew 
tlieir swords and fiercely attacked them. A cut was 
aimed at Mrs. J^orrodatle's head, which she fortuuatelv 
avoided by quickly stooping, thoifgh her hat was cut away 
by the blow. The three gentlemen were badly wounded, 
and being entirely surrounded and the road being for 
some distance lined l)y their assailants, and being them- 
selves enth-ely unarmed, they had no course but to dash 
through tliem, and to endeavour tlms to effect tlieir 
escape. i[rs. Borrodahj: saw Mv. lircnAiiDSON fall from 
liis horse, as she supposed dead — and the others were so 
hadlv wounded that Mr. M.viisnALL told her to ride for 

« 

her life and try to save herself, as ho di<l not think they 
could keep up. She scarcely remembers what ha])pened 
afterwards, l)ut she recollects ridinj; into the sea, pre- 
ferring the risk of drowning to falling into the hands of 
these blood-thirsty miscreants, ller horse, however, re- 
J^ained the road and continued his head-long course 
towards Yokohama, twice falling under her. By some 
means she regained her seat and arrived fainting and 
exhausted at the house mentioned. Fortunately Dr. 
Jexkixs and Mr. Gowkr's brother entered the house at 
the moment, the former of whom administered the need- 
ful restoratives ; and ilr. Gowkr's brother, at her earnest 
entreaties, went at once to Capt. Vysk, to endeavour to 
o])tain assistance towards the recovery of the persons of 
her companions, all thrcu^ of whom she imagined were 
lyin*' dead in the road. 

Next, Mr. Woodthorpk C. CiiARKK, at the inquest held 
on the bodv of Mr. Richardson the following dav, 
deposed : — 

*' On Sunday the 14th September a party consisting of 
Mi's. lioRRODAiLK, Mr. riicHAunsoN, Mr. Marshall and niy- 
t>eU left Yokohama for jvana>/awa in a boat. Our horses 
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were sent round to Kanaj^awa before ns, and meeting them 
lit tlio Iniidini,' placM' at Knn.a.^awa, v;e mounted and rode 
on towards Kawasaki. Aloni; tluToad repassed several 
norimous surromuL'd caoli 1)V a few attendants, eacL 
ariuod witli two swords and ocoasionally a few spears. 
These iiorimoiis and nttendants formed a continuous but 
irrei;ular train broken at int(^rvals. When these people 
wort* passin;i; wc; walked our horses at a steady pace, and 
canteretl diirinj:,' the intervals wlien no people were pass- 
in<:r ; Uiis eontinued for about 8 i to 4 miles of the road 
from Kana;.;awa to Kawasaki when we met a regular pro- 
e(*ssion ])ncoded by about a lumdred men in single fik» 
on eith(.*r side of the road. Wo kept well to the near side 
of the road, going at a walking pace, until we arrived at 
the main body, which was then occupying the whole road, 
which at that ])lace had, I think, a rather wide Japanese 
bridge across it. Mrs. Borrodaile and Mr. Richardson 
were about ten yards in advance, ilr. Richardson riding 
on the off-side of Mrs. Borrodaile. I observed, that on 
nearing the main body, they halted, and Mr. Marshai.l 
and 1 immodiatoly did the same. As we did so I observed 
a man of largo stature issued from the main body, at the 
same time raising both his arms, and making some gesture, 
whereupon l)oth Mrs. Borrodaile and Mr. Richardson 
instantly turned their horses round towards Kanagawa, 
Mr. ^.rARSHAr.L and myself doing likewise. As I was in 
the act of turning round, I saw a Japanese, whom I think 
was the same big man I saw at first issuing from the 
main body, cut with a sword at ^Ir. Ricilvrdson. Upon 
this [ observed also that a portion of the advanced guard, 
namely, those referred to before as advancing in single 
tile, closed in upcm us, to the number of about thii-ty. 
On seeing this T innnodiately put my horse to a hand- 
gallop and went through them. While doing so I received 
a wound on the left shoulder, and my h<u*se received an- 
otiier (m the near hin : T sjiw several swords drawn and 
blows aimed at me v/hich l escaped, perhaps by bending 
forward, and oii account of the rapid pace at which my 
j''.;rse iiini'd. \s soon as J had cleared the advanced 
guard, 1 f]iee].;rd my horse souiLvrhat, then Mr. Richard- 
S'>N came up with me and bt-g.-ied me i«^ pull up, saying 
at the same time ** Oh ! CLAni;E, they iiavo killed me." I 
replied that 1 Avas Avoundod and I further begged liim to 
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endeavonr to keep his seat, and to move on as quickly as 
]>08sible as the only chance of safety. At this time Mrs. 
BoRRODAiLE and Mr. Marshall came up. and I then 
moved on at a hand-gallop with Mrs. Borrodaile, she 
keeping a little ahead. I think Mr. Marshall stopped a 
moment or two with Mr. Eichardson, and that was the 
last I saw of Mr. Richardson. Mrs. Borrodaile and I kept 
on, and were joined by Mr. Marshall at Kanagawa just 
immediately before we came to the bridge of Kanagawa ; 
we had then slackened our pace ; but seeing Mr. Marshall 
coming on all right, and feeling myself becoming some- 
what faint, I pushed on with Mrs. Borrodaile, agreeing 
among ourselves to go to the American Consulate at 
Kanagawa. I rode on some distance until arriving at the 
landing place at Kanagawa, and again telling Mrs. 
Borrodaile to go to the American Consulate, I became 
dizzy and lost my sight from loss of blood, and I remember 
nothing more until I found the American Consul and 
some-one else helping me into a chair. I then fainted, 
and again came to my senses as Mr. Marshall was 
brought in. I was then kindly attended to by the family 
of the American Consul and later in the evening we were 
removed to Yokohama. Very shortly before meeting the 
compact train by which we were attacked, I noticed in a 
house by the way-side two of the Japanese interpreters 
l)elonging to the Custom House at Yokohama, and who 
were personally known by Mr. Marshall and spoken to 
by him. I think I could recognize one of those inter- 
preters on seeing him again. I can only recognize the 
nnifoiTO and crest of the advanced guard. They were 
dressed in dark blue and I saw on the sleeves of nearly 
the whole of the advanced guard, a crest, similar to the 
sketch which I now give in pencil, consisting of two broad 
white lines placed parallel." 

And lastly, Mr. Marshall gave evidence in these 

words : — 

"On the afternoon of Sunday, the 14th instant, Mrs. 
Borrodaile, Mr. Eichardson, Mr. Woodthorpe Clarke 
and I, rode from Kanagawa along the Tokaido or high 
road in the direction of Kawasaki. Wlien we got to that 
part of the road which is called by foreigners here * The 
Avenue,' I saw a Japanese interpreter whom I know 
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and two other Japanese. That interpreter I know as one 
of those belonging to the Custom House at Yokohama. 
I said to the interpreter, * WTiat are you doing so far 
away from Yokohama ? ' He made no repl3^ We pro- 
ceeded about a quainter of a mile farther when on turning 
a comer I perceived a lai'ge procession coming towards 
us along the road ; we did not stop but went on, taking 
the left hand side of the road ; there was apparently no 
opposition until we had got about twelve men deep in the 
procession : then a man stepped in front of Mr. Richard- 
son and Mrs. Borrodaile who were leading, and barrwl 
the way. Mr. Kichardson looked back and said, 'We 
are stopped.' Mr. Cl.vrki-] said * Dont go on, we can 
turn into a side road.' I said * For God's sake let us 
have no row.' Our horses were being quietly turned 
round, when 1 saw a man in the centre of the procession 
throwing the upper pai*t of his clothes oflF his shouldei'S, 
leaving himseh' naked to the waist, and, ibawing his 
sword, which he swung m both hands, he rushed upon 
Mr. Richardson. I shouted *Away;' but before our 
horses were staiied Mr. Richardson was struck across 
the side under the left arm. The same man rushed upou 
me, and struck me in the same place under the left arm. 
By this time our horses had fairly started. The greater 
number of the people remained stationarj^ but about 
half-a-dozen drew then- swords, and, baiTing our passage 
struck at us as we passed. Mr. Clarke rode over one 
man and I rode over another. We galloped on, no 
person attemptmg to obsti-uct our passage until we 
reached the Tea-house just before the entrance to the 
Avenue when I saw Mr. Richardson's horse begin to 
flag. I shouted to Mrs. Borrodaile and Mr. Clarke, 
who were leading, to go on and that I would lix)k 
after Mr, Richardson. I drew alongside his horse 
and said, ** Richardson, are you badly hmi;?" He 
made no reply. I looked into his face and saw that he 
was all but dead if not quite so. His horse stopped and 
he fell to the ground. I saw then that he was quite dead, 
his bowels protruding, and that I could do him no good. 
I put my horse into a gallop and just at the entrance of 
Kanagawa overtook Mrs. Borrodaile and Mr. Ci^vrke. 
Here also I met my own betto and Mr. Aspinall's betto. 
The one I sent back to look after Mr. Richardson's body, 
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nd mounting the other on Mr. Richardson's horse sent 
im on to Yokohama. I felt very faint from loss of 
lood, and feeling comparatively safe in Eanagawa, rode 
uietly until I reached the American Consulate, where I 
L'ceived every kindness and attention. There were a 
reat number of people coming along the road, forming, 
Inlieve, the advanc(jd pai*t of the procession. I obsen'ed 
n the dresses of most of them one or other of the three 
rests which I can describe, the crest prevailing most 
oing that of Satsuma — it was a white cross in a circle 
lius * * ; the other two were thus * * and thus * *. 
re did not go faster than a walking pace for at least a 
uarter of a mile before we came up to the procession 
here we were attacked. We neither spoke, nor made ges- 
ires, nor did an}i;hing else whatever to give oflfence to the 
recession : in fact we tried to get out of the way to avoid it. 
s far as I could see, every man belonging to or foiming 
le procession which attacked us, was armed each with 
\o swords, and some with long lances, and I observ^ed 
1 front two men carrying bows and bundles of arrows." 

The jury gave as their verdict, **that the deceased 
iLVRLEs Lknox Riciiardson was feloniously, ^\ilfully and 
f maUce aforethought, killed and mui'dered by certain 
apanese (whose names are to the Jurors unknown), 
rmed with swords, lances, and other aims after the 
ishion of ihv'iY country ; and beiuing the same by 
uthority, being officials in either the civil or militaiy 
LTvice of Japan, at a place about 4 miles from Kana- 
awa, ou the high road ])etwoen Kanagawa and Kawasaki, 
eing within the Consular district of Kanagawa." 

Obser\'e, Mrs. Borrodaile says that **a cut was aimed 
t her head, but she fortunately avoided it by 
uickly stooping, though her hat was cut away by 
lie blow.' 

Mr. Clarke, also, states : — ** We kept well to the near 
ide of the road, going at a walking pace, until we 
rrived at the main body, which was then occupying the 
hole road." And 

Mr. Marshall testifies : — ** Mr. Richardson looked back 
nd said * We are stopped.* Mr. Clarke said : — * Don't 
o on ; we can turn into a side road.' 1 said : — * For 
rod's sake let us have no row.' And again, * IVc 
eitlier spoke^ nor tnadc gestures, )ior did anything else 
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whatener to give offence to the procession:^ in fact, we got 
out of the way to avoid it." 

Such is the plain unvarnished tale, as given by the 
only foreigners who were witnesses of the. unhappy scene ; 
and of coui'se the only persons present who understood 
the English language. 

This account remained unchallenged until the year 
1875, when a pamphlet, written by an American gentle- 
man, Mr. E. H. House, appeared, giving the Satsuma 
version of the affair. 

It is as follows : — 

"On the afternoon of the 14th, four persons started from 
Kanagawa, to ride upcm the To-kai-do toward Kawasaki, 
a town about ten miles distant. They were all English : 
Mr. C. L. Richardson, a merchant who had just retired 
from business in China and was visiting Japan for 
amusement, Messrs. Marshall and Clarke, residents of 
Yokohama, and Mrs. Borrodaile of Hongkong. The 
fii'st named gentleman, it is necessary to say, was under- 
stood to have gained a certain notoriety for violence in 
his dealings with the inliabitants of the countr}^ in which 
he had long resided. It was unfortunate that he took 
the lead, as he did, with Mrs. Borrodaile, insteail of 
some other of the party who might have better imder- 
stood the character of the people they were likely to en- 
counter. Soon after leaving Kanagawa, they found that 
thcv were in the midst of a somewhat broken, though 
still continuous train, composed of men variously armed 
with spears and swords, who were in attendance upon 
mnimonos, or palanquins, evidently occupied by persons 
of rank. They saw certain Japanese from Yokohama, 
who were known to some of the party, standing beside 
their horses, from which they had dismounted, according 
to a rule which no native would have dreamed of infring- 
ing at that time. One of the most inexorable regulations 
of Japanese etiquette was that no casual passenger 
should continue to ride, either upon his horse or in any 
conveyance, during the occupancy of the road by a 
dignitary of high station. Whether this usage should or 
should not be \vAi{ applicable to Em'opeans is a point 
hardly worth discussiug. Most visitors in strange landfi 
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recognize the expediency, if not the propriety, of con- 
fonning to the established public customs. A traveller 
who should refuse to liffc his hat at the approach of a 
European monarch would not escape uncomfortable 
treatment on the plea that he came from a distance and 
owed no allegiance to the sovereign in question. It is 
certain that no Japanese would have been suffered to pass 
unmolested even the advance of the procession through 
which Mr. Eichardson and his friends were allowed to 
move for some miles. As long as they gave no other 
offence than that which might have proceeded from 
ip^orance they were unhaimed, not from any disposition 
on the pai-t of the retainers to treat them tenderly, l>ut 
l)ecause of the orders issued l)y their chief. Even after 
the l)ehavior of one of them had become distinctly ob- 
jectionable, they were suffered to pursue their way. 
Aiier the catastrophe, Mrs. Bokrodaile admitted that she 
bad repeatedly begged Mr. Eicn-\RDsoN to be more care- 
ful in his conduct, and that he had given no heed to her 
Temonstrances, but had continued to push his horse in 
and out of the gi'oups forming the cortege, reckless of 
menacing glances and gestures. Finally, at or near the 
village of Namamugi, a more compact and regular body 
of attendants came in \aew, preceding, in two long files, 
the norimono in which Shemadzu Saburo was seated. 
The officer who led this company — and who has since 
attained a high position in the Japanese service — tm'ned 
to the left, in oI)edience to instructions, and drew his men 
to the side of the road. He is positive in declaring that 
if the strangers had done likewise, and moved in single 
lile, they could have passed iminjured, as others had 
(lone before them, and as others did after. They them- 
selves, at least the three sun-ivors, invariably declared 
tliat they had kept well to the left, but it was not denied 
that they continued to ride two abreast. The Japanese 
insist that Mr. liicHARDSON did not turn at ail, and that 
while tliey, though reluctantly and in great irritation, 
moved to one side, he persisted in holding the center of 
the road. He had hardly passed the head of the column 
when the signs of dissatisfaction became so ominous that 
Mr. Clarkk and Mr. Marshall, who were somt^ distance 
in the rear, felt it necessary to inteii)ose. * Don't go 
on,* said the former, ' we can turn into a side road.' 
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* For God's sake,' said Mr. Marshall, * lot us have no 
row.' * Let me alone/ answered Eichardson ; * I have 
lived in China fourteen years, and know how to manage 
these people.' 

* ' A moment later, the blow fell. The commander of the 
SATSi'^iLv body-guard states that it had become evident 
that Mr. Kichaudson would not ^ive way, and that hib 
attitude indicated that he was detenninedtonuiintainhis 
position, and compel even the novhrnmo to give way to 
him. This is in a dej^jree confirmed l)v a letter from the 
U. S. Minister, who wrote that it was * supposed that tlie 
horse of one of the paiiiy forced itself between the 
nonmono and the retainers who marched as a guard 
beside it.' At last the affront, in Japanc^se eyes, was 
unendurable. A soldier sprang from the ranks, aiul 
made an imperative sign to him to retire. The warning 
was now taken, but it was too late. As the party were 
endeavormg to turn their horses, the head of the column 
closed upon them. Tlie three men were wounded almost 
at the same moment — Mr. Eichardson fatally. Mrs. 
Borrodaile was not hurt. They succeeded in breaking 
through the gix)up of guards, and rode back at full speed 
toward Yokohama. Mr. Eichardson soon fell from his 
horse and was never agam seen alive by his companions. 
The others escaped, two with severe injuries, the lady 
Avith the shock of an agonizing terror. 

** The Satsi'ma officer whose statements have ))een above 
quoted is frank in tlie declai'ation that his sole regret 
was, since the deed was to 1)0 d(me, that he did not per- 
fonn it himself. He hnd burned with indignation at 
what he conceived to be an insult to his master, and it 
was only in consecpience of tlie rc^straint imposed upon 
him that he had held his hand. If he had foreseen that 
one of his command would violate the order, he himself 
Avould have struck the first blow. This is mentiont-d to 
show that the story he relates is certainly not colored by 
any desire to disguises the feelings by which he and his 
associates were actuated at the time. It is a straight- 
forward tale, and corresponds in all essential points with 
those of the foreigners concerned. The depositions of 
Messrs. Clarkk and AIarstiall tenil to confirm it, and the 
clear recollections of persons who conversed with and 
were in medical attendance upon Mi*s* Borrodaile im- 
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mediately after the event are entirely in its favor." 
I wisli to frive the two statements, that all may judge 
for themselves. But I am bound to sav that 1 liavu con- 
versed with the nearest and dearest of all Mrs. 
Borrodaile's friends — her husband — shortly after the 
event, and he mentioncMl nothing to me of what is 
attributed to that lady ; nor, until I read them in the 
pamphlet, did I ever hear of them, although well 
acquainted with those who are elsewhere mentioned as 
having reported them, and with those to whom they 

would be most likely to be spoken. 

I 
And now, having presented both statements of the 

occurrence itself, I will proceed. 

On the news reaching the settlement, the excitement 
was, as may be readily supposed, very gi^eat. Several 
parties of resid(jnts mounted their ponies, and rode 
oflF as fast as they could to Namamugi. Colonel 
Xeale ordered the mounted Escort to hold them- 
selves at once in readiness to start for the scene of 
the catastrophe ; but learnuig that Mr. Richardson was 
actually dead and that his companions were safe, he 
resolved not to send the Escort, consisting hi Yokohama 
of only ** seven men, to the Tokaido, where they would 
probably run the gauntlet through hundi-eds of armed 

men, fresh from the outrage and murder just peii)etrated. 
Tln^r officer too, Lieut. Applin, was absent. As, however, 
the very spot on the Tokaido could l)e safely and ex- 
peilitiously reached by water, being at Namamugi directly 
opposite to Yokohama, he sent to H. M. S. Centaur, 
requesting that an armed cutter should be dispatched 
across the bay to bring over to Yokohama the body of 
Mr. Richardson, and from Kanagawa the two gentlemen 
who had been wounded. On his rc^turn to the spot 
where he had left the escort, he found that they were 
?;()ne, and learnt that H.B.M.'s Consul, Capt. Vyse, had 
taken them by the high road to Kanagawa. Lieut. 
Applin then appearing, he was told by Colonel Neale 
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that the escort had Rone without necessity and without 
aiitlioritv. Tho former answered that he would follow 
them and see iliat nil was ri;^'lit." 

Lieut. Applin overtook Captain Vyse, the escort and a 

number of the residents about two miles on the highroad. 

*' He ordered a halt, and stated that Colonel NEALEwas 
ext]'emely incensed that the ^lard should have been 
taken out of Yokohama without his special orders. Tlie 
British Consul, howev(^r, explained that it was his duty 
at all liazards to rec()ver and identify his missiuf; 
countryman, and that havine: found the guard in the 
sadfUe ready to start, but without any instructions as to 
what course they were to pursue (though Colonel Neale 
was fully aware of the urgent demand for assistance), he 
had thought it his duty to order them at once to follow 
him. Lieut. Applin, upon hearing this explanation, was 
satisfied, and gave the word to advance." * * ♦ * 
The party now continued along the road till they 
arrived at the half-way house between Eanagawa and 
Kawasaki, where they were joined by the French 
mounted guard, who had received orders from M. 
Duchesne de Bellecourt, the French representative, to 
act in concert with Captain Vyse and those who accom- 
panied him." 

They found the body of the Mr. Eichardson lying a 
little off the road-side, dreadfully mangled with sword-cuts 
and spear- wounds. Two old mats had been thrown over 
it, but nothing had been taken from it. On enquiry it 
appeared that he could not have been actually dead when 
Mr. Marshall left him ; for he is stated to have managed 
to drag himself in the dreadful condition in whifeh he 
was, to the bank at the road-side, and to raise himself to 
a sitting posture. He called for water; but no one 
dared to approach him. 

The story goes, that a young woman, the mistress of a 
small road-side tea-house brought him the water he 
asked for; and, with a woman's gentle sympathetic 
nature, wished she could do more. This belief has 
always given that woman an interest in the minds of 
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foreigners, who thenceforward rarely passed along that 
portion of the Tokaido, wilbout stoppinf^ at ** Black-eyed 
Susan s/' the name by which to this day she is familiai'ly 
known. 

Her own evidence, however, as taken by H. M. Consul, 
proves this to have been incoiTect. 

Another statement was circulated at the timej 
and was universally beUeved, to the effect that Mr. 
PkicHARDSON had been on the bank about ten minutes, 
when the norimon of Shimadzu Saburo came up, and then 
occurred, according to report, (which, however, I beheve 
to have been erroneous), what most of all arouses the 
indignation of all who hear of it. The country-people 
who wore examined, it was said, declared that seeing a 
crowd of people, Saburo asked his attendants what was 
the cause of it. On being informed, he ordered them to 
put him to death at once ; which they did, cutting his 
throat and stabbing him repeatedly. 

The following letter from Captain Vyse to Colonel 
Keale tends to give a different colouring to both the 
Bbove stories. 

Kana{iawaf September SO, 1862. 

"I have the honour to inform you that, in consequence 
of a report being in circulation at Yokohama that the 
late Mr. Richardson was still alive when he fell from his 
horse, and that he was butchered in cold blood by certain 
Japanese armed men on the afternoon of Sunday, the 
14th of September, I deemed it to be my duty to make 
inquiry into the truth of this frightful aggravation of 
crime by which the death of C. L. Eichardson was 
hastened. I did so on Sunday, the 28th September, and 
it is now my painful task to lay before you the informa- 
tion given by a Japanese woman. 

" The woman recollected seeing a foreigner fall from his 
borse, on the afternoon of the 14th of September; he 
had a large wound in his stomach ; went up to him, and 
he immediately asked for water, but she took him none, 
because too much afraid. Afterwards saw him drinking 
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from a bottle (Mr. Eichardson is known to have taken a 
bottle of champagne with him shmg upon his arm). 
She asked liim to get off the Ti)kaido, because, on looking; 
up the road, she saw that a Daimio's cortege was approach- 
ing. She saw one of the advance guard of the train draw his 
Bword and attempt to cut the wounded foreigner's thi-oat, 
but was prevented by his putting up both his hands ; one 
of his hands was then cut away ; more men came up, 
(li'ew their swords, and hacked him , finally, one of them 
caught him by the beard and cut his thi'oat ; they then 
covered up the body mth straw and went on. 

**In reply to some questions the woman said she did 
not recollect any orders being given by any person in a 
norimon; recognized that the train was composed of 
Satsuma's men, Init does not know the name of the chief 
personage in the procession. The woman further stated 
that an intenal of about ten minutes or a quarter of an 
hour elapsed from the time the foreigner fell until the 
men came up and cut Mr. Richardson's throat. 

** I have thought it necessary to put the foregoing in- 
formation on record, with a view to having it placed 
before Her Majesty's Government, and I trust you will 
approve of my having done so.*' 

At the post mortem examination, made by Dr. Willis, 
the Legation doctor, no less than ten wounds were 
found, each of which, as his evidence declared, was mortal. 

A litter was constructed and the party retinmed with 
the body to Kanagawa ; there they met detachments 
from Her Majesty's ship Centaur and the French 
man-of-war ; the latter under the command of Captain 
Count D'Harcourt, and accompanied by M. de Belle- 
court and his body-guard. They learned that some 
two-sworded men had drawn their weapons upon the 
French guard, and had menaced a party of four other 
foreigners, who were only saved by one of them keeping liis 
revolver pointed at the assailants, who thereupon retired. 

It might have been expected that the most strenuous 
efforts would immediately have been made by the 
British Charge d'Affakes to punish the assassins and 
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their chief, and to prevent the possibility of their escape. 
Every one was roused to the higliest pitch of indigna- 
tion ; and one word from Colonel Neale would have put 
ever}' available man in motion to avenge the murder, and 
to seize upon the chief culprit. But that word he would 
not speak. He was the only one who seemed to keep 
cool on the occasion. He looked at what would have 
been likely to follow such violent action as was proposed 
— the cei-tain death of many of the community ; the 
inevitable attack on the settlement by Satsuma's men if 
Shimadzu were captured ; and the impossibility of 
averting any longer that war with Japan, which, it was 
the general belief of foreign residents, must come ere 
long, but which the English Government was so anxious 
to avoid. 

A meeting of the residents was held that evening at 
ten o'clock, at which nearly all the members of the 
foreign community were present. The chair was taken 
l)y Captain Vyse, who stated that he had that moment 
returned from an interview with Rear- Admiral Kuper, who 
had in the course of the day arrived in H.M.S. Eurj'alus, 
accompanied by the Ringdove ; that the Admiral had 
already been informed of the fearful events of the day, 
and that Iuj had announced his intenticm of having an 
iutomcw with Colonel Neale on the subject at noon the 
next day. 

The following resolutions were passed : — 

1. — '' That the British, French, Dutch, American and 
Portuguese authorities, be requested to take such im- 
mediate steps as seem to them best calcidated to prevent 
the recurrence of such a deplorable event as has 
occurred this evening, and that ample reparation be 
demanded of the Japanese Government for the murderous 
attack on unarmed 13ritisli subjects peacefully travelhng 
within treaty limits." 

(A proposition to request the foreign authorities to 
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laud 1,000 men with sufficient materiel for the purpose of 

arresting the guilty parties at once, and to take 

possession of Kanagawa, was rejected as being an 

attempt to dictate to the foreign authorities what steps 

they ought to take.) 

2. — ** That in consequence of the explanation given by 
Her Britannic Majesty's Consul of his interview \nth the 
I3ritish Admiral, it is earnestly desired by this meeting 
that the commanders of th(3 foreign forces may be at 
once conferred with, so that immediate steps may bu 
taken to secure, if possilJe, the person of the daimio 
whose retainers have committed the murder, or of some 
of his high officers, in order to gmxrantee speedy repara- 
tion for the horrible outrage." 

3. — **That a dejmtation be appointed to wait on the 
naval and other authorities." 

(The deputation was then appointed, and Captaui 

Vyse was desired to introduce its members). 

4. — ** That these proceedings be for the present kept 
sacredly secret amongst ourselves, lest the Japanese 
gain any information as to the course of action proposed 
to be pursued." 

The deputation, accompanied by the British Consul, 
at once proceeded on board H. M. S. Em'yalus, and the 
Admiral rose from his bid to receive them. It was 
arranged that, as he did not feel jiistilied in taking any 
steps without consulting H. B. ]\l.'s Charge d'Affaires, 
a meeting should be held at G o'clock the next monimg 
at the residence of the French ilinister. 

Having then visited Captain T)'HAi:counT and Captain 
Buys, of the French and Dutch men-of-war respectively, 
and obtained their promise to attend the proposed 
me(;ting, ihey called upon Colonel Neale. 

*' Colonel Neale did not, they said, after having heaid 
their statement, ai)pear either to approve of the steps 
that had l>ecii taktii, or cojiciir in wliat was proposed to 
be done. Uuderaianding, however, that the meeting was 
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agreed to by the French Minister, the English Admiral, 
and other foreign oflScials, he said he would be present, 
though he considered it a most unusual proceeding, and 
he evinced considerable annoyance at any meeting 
having been held by the community." 

At the meeting he said that in his opinion the 
proposed measures were impracticable ; but that if they 
could be carried out with any chance of success they 
would be tantamoimt to a sudden commencement of 
hostiUties with Japan, and result, probably, by in- 
voluntarily engaging H. M.'s Government in a course of 
action it had not contemplated. 

I am recording events the issue of which we all know 
now. The English Government approved of his conduct, 
and so ultimately did the foreign communities in Japan ; 
but at first the latter condemned him in no measured 
terms. The home papers, and the continental press, 
some in plain words, others in more guarded language, 
called him coward, and said that an enquu-y must take 
place. The local newspaper in republishing extracts 
from the home papers said that doubtless he himself 
would demand an enquiry, to clear himself of the charge 
of cowardice, and to prove that certain statements of 
Captain Vyse and Lieut. Applin were false. And, 
noticing certain articles that appeared in the Hongkong 
and Shanghai papers, again and again reiterated the 
declaration that he had proved himself quite unfit for 
his post, and that he ought to be recalled. All this he 
had to bear for sevenil months, until he received 
replies from his Government to his dispatches on the 
subject. His position must have been a very painful 
one; for he had none to sympathize with him, or to 
ai)prove of the course he thought proper to take ; and he 
gave great offence by saying, that his couiitr} men coidil 
not expect to be better ofif than he. Attacks had been 
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made on his Legation, and dangers threatened hiniy and 
they must not suppose that they could be exempt from 
shaiing those dangers. 

It was said by those vrho are believed to be the 
exponents of public opinion, that had he acted promptly, 
^^^th such a force as would have been placed at his 
disposal from the men-of-war in harbour, his own Escort, 
the French Minister's guard, and the members of the 
commimity, he might have taken Shdlvdzu Sajjuro and 
routed his band hatl they been ten times the number 
they really were. But, as already said. Colonel Neale 
lookcd'to the after-consequences ; and, in the end, even 
those who were most bitter against him admitted that he 
was right. 

As this was one of the most important events (from 
the issues it led to) of any that have occurred since the 
making of the Treaties, it will be well to dwell upon it at 
some length. 

Colonel Nkale was not idle. He required that every- 
■ thing should be done calmly and in order. He already 
had the case of the murder of the two marines before the 
Shogun's Government, unsettled. He now had another 
murder for which to seek atonement. He ordered the 
Consul to communicate the circumstances to him 
officially, and then, the very day after the mm'der, put 
himself in communication Avith the Gorojiu. 

The Yedo Government was now fafrly at its wits' end. 
It had already frequently expressed the difficulties in its 
way ill dealing with tlie more powerful of the contu- 
macious daimios ; and it was said that at a conference 
between the Gorojiu and the foreign representatives a 
wish had l)eeii expressed tliat the Western Powers should 
aid ilw Tycoon in curbing the tm-bulence of some of the 
disaffected princes. Be tlnit as it may, they frankly 
confessed theii* inability to deal with Shimadzu Sabubo 
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in the off-hand way that was demanded of them. They 
imdei-took to do all in their power to bring the real 
culprits, whoever they might be, to justice ; and further, 
to take steps for the better protection of foreigners 
visiting the Tokaido. This they did by establishing 
guard-houses at intervals of 600 yards, all the way from 
Hodogaya to Kawasaki, which latter was the limit that 
foroi^mers were allowed to visit in the dii'ection of Yedo. 

It will be observed from what has been given above, that 
tlie Japanese justified the mm*der on the ground that it 
was compulsory for every Japanese not of the rank of 
samurai, to go on one side of tlie road and bow down 
with his forehead towards the ground when any great 
man passed by. Even officers of inferior rank must 
draw nside, and, if on horseback, they must dismount. 
The En«:];lishmen did not dismount, and, though they 
say thi y were already close in to the side of the road, 
the Satsuma men say they were not ; and as they seemed 
to act contemptuously to the proud man whose cortege 
they met, they were justly cut down. 

This is the colouring now given to the sad affau*. It 
certainly was not that expressed at the time by those 
most in contact with foreigners in Yokohama. They 
Wire as much horrified — or expressed themselves as 
iK'ing so — as foreigners themselves were ; and certainly 
the Government never put foi-ward any such excuse at 
the time. They expressed " extreme regret at the 
deplorable event that had occurred ; *' and fm-ther 
added : — 

** We have been thoroughly informed of all the 
circumstances, and sincerely thank H. M. Charge 
d' Affaires for the course which has been adopted. We 
are fully aware of the excitement which prevailed at 
Yokohama, and the coercive measures against the daimio 
and his cortege which have been so urgently pressed in 
many quarters." 
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It was proposed, and the Bcheme was partly carried 
out, to make a now road tor the daimios and others t(^ 
travel, insteail of the Tokaido within the treaty limits, 
and foreigners agreed not to use this new road. Tlie 
erection of the guard-houses, which were manned by 
five men each, was accomplished. But this is about tlio 
extent of what was dcmc. And here, for the presiiit, 
we leave this lamentable story. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

STATE OF PUBLIC FEELING IN YOKOHAMA. — ENROLMENT OF 
A VOLUNTEER CORPS. — MEETING OF LANDRENTERS. — AUTUMN 
R.VCE MEETING. — TERRIBLE VISITATION OF CHOLERA IN YEDO 
AND YOKOHAMA. — NO FOREIGNERS ATTACKED BY IT. — ATTRAC- 
TIONS TO JAPAN. — CHANGE AMONG THE JAPANESE AT THE 
OPEN PORTS. — INJUDICIOUS FAMILIARITY. — STILL MUCH THAT 
WAS AGREEABLE PRESERVED. — THE SAMURAI OR MILITARY 
CLASS — THEIR PRIVILEGES; PROHIBITION FROM ANY BUT 
SPECLVL OCCUPATIONS ; OFFICIALS SELECTED FROM THEM ; 
THEIR IDLENESS ; CONCEIT ; CODE OF HONOUR. — REMARK OF 
A D.UMIO TO SIR RUTHERFORD ALCOCK ON THIS POINT. — ^JAPAN 
NO PARADISE BEFORE OPENED TO FOREIGNERS. — ON THE 
SUBJECT OF FOREIGN INTERCOURSE SAMURAI GENERALLY 
ADOPTED THE VIEWS OF THEIR PRINCE. — SHOGUN OBLIGED TO 
PLACE A LARGE GUARD FOR THE PROTECTION OF FOREIGNERS. — 
THE DANGEROUS CLASSES. — INCIDENT IN TOKIO IN 1872, AND 
CONVERSATION WITH AN OFFICIAL. 

Those who live in the foreign settlements of Japan 
in these tranquil times can form but a poor conception 
of the state of public feeling under the constant deadly 
acts and threats of violence, which their forerunners were 
subjected to. On the 24th September 1862, a public 
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meeting was held at the house of Mr. E. Glabkb (Dent 
& Co.), for the purpose of formmg a Volunteer Corps. 
The first resolution, proposed by Mr. S. Gowkr (Jardine, 
Matheson & Co.), was : — 

" That any of the Foreign community willing to join, 
should form themselves into a Rifle Corps for the 
defence of our life and property.'* 

It may well be believed that in the angry condition of 
the public mind, there were very few who did not join. 
Mr. GowpR was elected its captain and Mr. W. C. 
Clarke, one of the gentlemen so recently wounded, 
lieutenant. 

On tlio same day a meeting of the land-renters was 
held, at which a weiy different subject was discussed: 
viz., whether the Bund, which was being formed, could" 
not be more than fifty feet wide : a fact that shows no 
expectation of the port being closed, either on the part 
of foreigners or Japanese. It was resolved that as the 
Board of Consuls had already agreed for that width 
with the Japanese it was beyond the power of the 
meeting to alter it. The powers of the municipality 
were then brought under notice ; and Mr. Schoyer most 
truly said that virtually the Municipal Council was 
powerless. That they were a municipality in name only, 
and that they had been able to do nothing whatever. It 
was evident that they had not suflScieut funds for getting 
on with any really useful municipal work. 

The Autumn Race meeting took place on the Ist and 
2nd August. Mr. Morrison had but one pony entered, 
and he was unsuccessful. It was now that the game 
little pony Bataricr, that held his own against all comew 
for so many meetings, first showed the mettle that was 
in him. He won easily everything he went for. In the 
** Yokohama Derby,'* 2 miles 2 furlongs and 126 yards, 
carrying lOst 10 lbs., he not only did as he liked with the 
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other ponies but with his jockey also, for the newspaper 
report of the race says : — ** but Batavier, who was full of 
running, won easily, his rider being so exhausted that his 
horse made two more voyages round the course before he 
could pull him up." There being only five races on each 
day, they were supplemented by foot races between men 
of the servnces of various nationalities. 

From Yedo accounts came of cholera ; and it was stated 
that there were buried during a period of six weeks, 
according to the registers of the Buddhist temples, no 
less than 224,808 persons, of whom there were men 
71,095, women 101,391, and children 52,322. In Yoko- 
hama and the small villages around, from the same 
disease, 900 died. And yet, people were coming over 
Jiere from China under the impression that they escaped 
the risk of this fell disease. The Japanese have tried to 
make out that it was imported into this country by 
foreigners ; but according to their own annals, there was 
plenty of it here long before the treaties were made. 
There were, however, attractions in Japan, that proved a 
strong incentive to all who could to pay it a visit. In 
point of fact, so far as cholera was concerned, no 
Europeans were attacked by it ; and the beauty of the 
country, the general liealthiness of the climate, and the 
pleasant cordiality of the people — apart from those 
who w(iT avowedly hostile — were powerful inducements. 
Everjthing was so novel, so totally unlike anything met 
with elsewhere, that a strong curiosity was aroused; and 
the visitors, however highly their expectations had been 
raised, either by what they read or by what they heard, 
were never disappointed. Even now strangers from afar 
are delighted with tlie country and the people. The 
former is not liable to much cliange, at least in its gr^neral 
features ; but the people, wherever they have came largely 
into connection with foreigners, and more particularly at 
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the open parts, are very diflferent in their manners and 
general demeanour. As a race, with all their suavity 
and politeness, they possess an amount of independence, 
which was speedily displayed when acted upon and 
aroused by the brusque and off-hand bearing of 
foreigners ; and this was even intensified by the familiarity 
with which they were treated — so different to anything 
they were accustomed to among themselves. I can never 
forget my surprise at a scene I witnessed on the evening 
of the first day I landed in Japan. It was in Nagasaki. 
After dining at the house of some bachelor friends, when 
the table was cleared, and we all adjounied to the spa- 
cious verandah, to enjoy the coolness of the evening, 
having sat and talked for a while, nothing better offered 
itself as a means of pastime than for some of the yomig' 
fellows to put on the gloves, or to have a bout at single- 
stick. Presently the ** boys " who had been waiting on 
us came to look on, evidently with a desire to shai-e in the 
amusements — a wish in which they were soon gratified ; 
and it was quite evident from the style tliey shaped to 
their work that they were no longer novices. First they 
stood up to face some of theii- masters, and then were 
pitted against each other. It is very certain that jill 
distinctions of rank would very soon disappear under 
such influences as these. 

But everywhere the effect of intercoui*se with foreigners 
has been deleterous to the conduct of the natives. If, at 
the first meeting, there was an apparent amoimt of 
obsequiousness in their salutation, that speedily disap- 
peared ; and then* innocent, open-heai*ted cordiality, their 
imdisguised but not offensive curiosity, their jovial wil- 
lingness to amuse or be amused, rendered the men agree- 
able ; while the pretty manners and the merriment of the 
womun-ldnd were simply charming. Then there was the 
welcome almost universally accorded to foreigners who 
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in passing sought to rest themselves, and the cheerful 
greeting, ** Ohid-o,'' that was never wanting from those 
who w^ere met on the roads, or from the laboui-ers in the 
lields or the inhabitants of the villages ; — for these never 
showed any hostility to foreigners, nor annoyed them by 
any kind of rudeness or disrespect. 

But it was not always that this geniality between 
natives and foreigners was evinced. The militaiy class, 
or samurai, were distinct from all other classes, and 
betw^een them and the heimin or common people there 
was a great gulf fixed. I have already said that they were 
a kind of hereditary aristocracy and had special privileges. 
Even the lowest and poorest ranked above the richest 
commoner ; and often did they make their power felt in 
the most disagreeable way. 

They had the dearly-prized right to caiTy two swords, 
and to wear gaiments of a pecuKar design. No com- 
moner dare appear in the streets either in the kahuna 
(trowsers, very loose in the leg, made of silk or cotton) or 
can-ying two swords ; although there were some wealthy 
men, who obtained, either by purchase or by some 
meritorious action, permission to carry one sword. 

The samurai were the militaiy retainers of the daimios 
or of the Shogun. They received their pay in kind, not 
in money, from theu* feudal master, and were forbidden 
to have anjihing to do with trade, or indeed with any 
other occupations but such as would fit them for official 
lifu in the service of their chief. MiUtary tactics and 
exercises they were trained to from a very early age ; but 
Chinese and Japanese literature was their principal 
study. Every daimio had his ministers of state and go- 
vernment officials, each one of whom was selected from 
the samurai; and it often happened that the offices 
descended fiom father to son, nothing ))iit very special 
merit raising a man to the higher gi'ades. The cou- 
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sequence was that most of the two-sworded men led a 
life of comparative idleness. They had no particular 
object for exertion. They read only such books as bore 
on military science, or on the ancient history of their 
own country. They knew, with a few honorable excep- 
tions, nothing whatever of the outer world ; and were 
puffed up with the conceit that Japan was — if not the 
world, at all events the gi-eatest country in it. They 
had a most rigid code of honour, the central feature oi 
which was loyalty to their chief. When his will was 
known, it was not for them to reason but implicitly to 
obey. I well remember a review of British troops which 
took place in 1864, before Sir Rutherford Ax.cock and 
Sakai Higo-no-Kami, a member of the Gorojiu, who 
visited Yokohama under an escort of his own retainers. 
The latter were drawn up at the side of the parade 
ground — a portion of the then lately-reclaimed swamp — 
and watched with great interest the manoeuvres of the 
XXth Regiment, the Royal Marines, and the two batteries 
of Artillery then stationed here. At the close of the 
review, Coloned Browne of the XXth Regiment, who was 
in command, rode forward, and asked Sir Rutherford if 
he could prevail upon the daimio at his side to allow his 
men to go through theii* drill and tactics, which he obhg- 
ingly did. But he turned to Sir Rutherford, and said 
with an inimitable air of confidence and pride — '*My 
retinue is small, and their tactics are not worthy of notice 
after what we have seen, but there is not one man among 
them who if 1 say * Die ! ' will not unliesitatingly sacrifice 
his life at my command." 

This was not a mere boast ; for, mifortunately, since 
foreigners came to Japan, too many instances have oc- 
curred of samurai, both higli and low, having to commit 
suicide, on the simple command of their chief or 
superior. 
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It is sometimeB thought that Japan was a paradise 
before foreigners came to it. In reality it was not more 
so than other countries. In spite of severe penalties for 
almost all crimes, and a system of surveillance in excess 
of anything known elsewhere, crimes were rife, and the 
execution grounds were in more frequent use than was 
known in other lands save in times of revolution and 
anarchy. Besides this their moral code (if I may use 
the term) was of a very low standard and frequently led 
to most lamentable consequences. The very existence of 
the samurai was a frequent curse to the respectable 
citizens and commoners; and if the exclusion from 
foreign intercourse was productive of ignorance, that 
ignorance was — anything but innocence, and certainly 
not — ^bliss. 

The advent of foreigners having raised a whirlwind 
about the devoted government of the Shogun, the re- 
tainers of all those daimios who were opposed to the 
treaties, as a matter of course took up the same views, 
and were most bitterly hostile to foreigners. It has 
already been seen how fatally so. The Shogun was 
obliged for our protection to have a large number of his 
own soldiers or those of daimios who were still obedient 
to him, both in and around the settlement ; but it was 
well known that there were many ronins who were ever 
lying in wait, seeking opportunities to molest us. They 
often came into the settlement, and, as in the case of the 
murdered Russians and the two Dutch captains, whet 
their swords, even within our own precincts. The green- 
ooated men, who were our guardians, never attempted to 
disperse them. Indeed until they had committed any 
depredations it is hard to see how they could be inter- 
fered with ; and in point of fact we looked upon them all 
with suspicion, and spoke of all alike as the dangerous 
classes. 
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In 1872, long after this state of things had come to 
an end, I stood in the main street of. Tokio, (the city \^e 
have hitherto called Yedo), among a crowd of Japanese 
who had assembled to see His Majesty the Mikado 
pass in his carnage, on the occasion of his paying a state 
visit to the first "Exhibition" held in the Confucian 
Temple, in the old capital of the Tycoon. I entered 
into conversation with a man who seemed to have a 
great deal to do with keeping the street clear; and I 
think the circumstance worth relating. He was in a very 
seedy kind of European dress, with certainly no preten- 
sions to be called a uniform. 

There were many police, with whom for some time he 
was busy, going fi*om one to another and evidently either 
giving directions or suggestions. At all events they re- 
ceived all he said to them with great respect, and seemed 
to hear all he had to say as if he had a right to say it. 
At length he came and stood by me, and after asking 
my nationality and one or two questions with which 
Japanese often commence conversation with a foreigner, 
I remarked that it was a pleasant thing to see the 
Mikado driving about the streets among his people, as 
the sovereigns of other countries do. He, out of 
politeness, agreed ^vith all I said ; and having done so, 
l)egan to give me his opinion. He thought that all this 
was as it should be ; that the people were attaining an 
amount of freedom that could not have been thought of 
formerly ; although everybody in the seiTice of the 
late Shogun know that he was devising schemes for 
introducing all the changes that have since taken jJace ; 
not excepting the placing the ilikado in his just position 
as the do farin emperor. ''But," he said, "all that 
might and! would have been brought about without the 
violent upsetting of the prospects in life of hundreds of 
thousands of men. The plan of Yosm-Nonu he believed 
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to be to make the Mikado in most respects what he is now. 
Tie would either' have establislied a parliament of 
ilaimios, or have allowed them to bo a kind of upper 
house, with a parliament consistinpj of men of ability 
appointed fi'om each province. There would have been 
no civil war ; the reduction of nobles into mere com- 
moners would have boon unnecessary; everj-thing 
would have l)oon settled by the parHament ; *' (he 
spoke in Japanese, but always made use of the 
word parliament) ; ** and Yedo would not have been 
destroyed.'* I enquired to what he alluded in this last 
remark. He said, ** Perhaps you did not know the city 
when we called it Yedo, before its name was changed to 
Tokio." I answered that I had visited it during that 
time. 

** Then,'* said he, *' you have only to look aromid and 
find a meaning for my remark." 

He took me a few paces down the street and pointed 
to a large temple, very doseiied and delapidated-looking, 
that stood at the end of a small street at right angles 
with the street in which we were, and asked : — 

"Do j'ou romombor this temple as it used to be?" 

" Yes, very well indeed." 

" Had it the appearance then that it has now?" 

" No." 

"Indeed, no!" he said, bitterly. "It was always 
in good repair. The people flocked to it all day 
long ; the priests were numerous and had the means 
and the will to do their duty to the temple and to 
the people ; but now you may stand here for half an 
hour and not see a score of worshippers, and very likely 
not a single priest. Ah," he added as one came from the 
back of the temple, " there is one, but if you only read 
his thoughts by his looks, you can trace the altered 
condition of his circumstances.** 

VOL. I 8 
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He proceeded to tell me how the present Grovemment 
had been persecuting not only the Christian religion but 
the Buddhist, which for centuries had existed with 
Sintooism, side by side, in the most friendly manner, 
often occupying the same temples. He said in- 
dignantly :— 

"Why should Sintooism, which, although the religion 
of the Emperor, is the religion of only a small minority 
of the people, attempt to put down Buddhism, which is 
the faith of a very large majority ? It may be a punish- 
ment to us, because too many of us have ceased to have 
any religion at all. But be that as it may, this Govern- 
ment has put its foot upon the neck of Buddhism, and 
if you go from one temple to another throughout the 
length and breadth of Yedo, (he called it Yedo several 
times, although the name had been changed), you will 
hardly find one Bu(Llhist temple that retains the glory 
of other days. Tokugawa protected Sintoo temples, why 
cannot the Mikado respect ours ?" 

We returned to the spot where we had commenced our 
conversation, and for some time he continued to harp on 
this subject of the priests ; at length the current of our 
discourse was changed by an officer passing along the 
street, who made a very low obeisance to him, stopping 
before him to show this mark of respect. He was 
remarkably well dressed, and I asked what was his 
rank. He replied, " Oh ! he is only an officer of the 
police — like myself holding a very different position to 
that he formerly held.*' 

"May I, without impertinence enquii-e, what rank 
you formerly held ?" 

"No impertinence, at all. I am an old Tokugawa 
hatamoto, and on one occasion was sent by the Tycoon 
to Kioto, the bearer of a missive fi-om the Yedo, to the 
Kioto, Court. Then, as I passed along the road, the 
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people were obliged to bow down even more submisBively 

than you will see them do to-day when the Mikado 

comes." 
"May I ask whether you hold any office now ?" 

"A very small one. My salary is under twenty rios a 
month, and Tm glad to get it." 

As he did not tell me what his particular office was, I 
supposed he preferred to keep it to himself, and did not 
press the question. 

The imperial arrival did not take place for fully an 
hour after our conversation commenced ; but from the 
fact of my having fallen in with such a companion, the 
delay was not so wearisome as such waitings generally are. 

My friend now began to put many questions to 
me respecting myself ; my residence and business in 
Yokohama ; my preference for Yokohama or Yedo ; my 
opinions of the Japanese, and whether I liked the old 
or new state of things best. To this last I replied : — 

"Long before the revolution I saw that it was 
inevitable ; and that during the whole of it I had been 
favom-able to the Tokugawa cause, because I believed 
that the Government of Yoshi-hisa was honestly the 
friend of foreigners, and most patriotically desirous of 
introducing reforms such as he had described in the 
early part of our conversation. But looking, not at 
what might have l)een, but at what actually was, I 
was satisfied that Japan was now in a far nobler position 
tlian she ever was before — whoever had been the author 
of the change. My individual position at the moment 
proved it. I was standing in a crowd of Japanese, in 
the heart of Yodo, quite unarmed, and without a thought 
of danger ; speaking to a gentleman as friend to friend, 
who i)robably five or ten years ago would not have 
condescended to notice me, or if he did so at all, only to 
shew his contempt for the " foreign barbai'ian." 
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He laughed and replied: — ** Not bo bad as that. You 
know we didn't understand foreigners then so well we as 
do now. Wlien we met them we knew that they had an 
uneasy feeling lest we should draw our swords ; but we 
in Hke manner used to look out of the side of oui* eye as 
we passed, lest the foreigner should draw his revolver 
and shoot us." 

"But we never did anything of the kind; and your 
people have repeatedly cut us do\sii." 

** Yes ! But most of us — I may say, all the Yedo men 
— regretted it. We do not admire murderers, be they 
whomsoever they may. But I assure you that I have 
seen foreigners take out their revolvers, perhaps only 
to shew that they had them, in a very menacing manner, 
and in a wav that made me feel very uncomfortable tit 
the time. Besides it has often happened that when we 
had to request of foreigners that they would keep out of 
danger that we knew of — such for instance, as keeping 
off of the Tokaido when paii;icular functionai'ies passed 
along — they would answer proudly that their treaty rights 
were being invaded and they would not consent to abstain. 
They may not have been to blame, but we thought they 
were ; and they little knew the anxiety we felt in theur 
behalf lest any harm should come to them. There were 
some princes whose retainers nothing could restrain : 
and the refusal of foreigners to dismount from their 
horses, or to leave the road during the passage of a high 
officer or daimio, gave great offence. I remember that 
at the funeral obsequies of the Bhogim who preceded 
YosHi-HisA, one young man, an interpreter of a foreign 
Legation, insisted on making his way into Shiba, which 
was then closed not only to foreigners but to Japanese. 
He was remonstrated mth, but he doggedly went on, and 
under any other cii'cumstances than such a very solemn 
occasion, he v»ould certainly have been cut down. We 
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should have been blamed, but it would have been entirely 
through his own fault." 

I asked if he knew the name of the young man. He 
told me, and the legation to which he belonged — but for 
o])vious reasons I do not publish either the one or the 
other. My companion added : ** He is in good favour 
with the existing Government, and is at present in 
Europe. Probably he would not act so unwisely now, as 
he has more experience ; but I was engaged in the proces- 
sion that day, and trembled for him." 

Our conversation continued some time longer, only 
occasionally interrupted by my companion rushing 
forward to say something to the police, but he always 
came straight back, and seemed sony at length that the 
word was passed for the people to shita-ni-iro (bow do^vn) 
and the guard who preceded the Imperial carriage hove 
in sight. The cortege ha\'ing passed, we bade each other 
farewell, after he had received my addi-ess, and given his 
promise to look me up. 
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liked. Several other lawB also, made by Iyeyab* in order 
to retain full power over the daimios were abolished. No 
sooner was this promulgated than all the daimios with 
their famiUes and retainers loft the capital ; and by this 
movement, the prosperity of Yedo which had laste<l over 
250 voars, was lost. ** With Yedo also fell the influence 
and power of Tokugawa. Many citizens shut up their 
shops and returned to their native provinces. The 
ronins of Kioto seized many Tokugawa officials. They 
were not now called ronins but sei^ishi — true or laxN'ful 
samurai. In Kioto many Tokugawa officers were slain, 
and their heads exposed at Sanjo-kawara and Shijo- 
kawara. Indeed many of them were so discouraged as 
to commit suicide : whilst others fled, taking their wives 
and children. Those who had courage enough to stay 
had not coiurage enough to face a ronin. In the streets if 
they saw one, they would cross over or turn a comer in 
order to avoid him. To their great surprise they saw 
several of the large daimios arrive in Kioto to serve the 
Mikado, but refusing to obey the Shogun." 

Amongst others Yamano-uchi-ke, Matsudaira Tosa-no- 
Kami — a daimio of 242,000 kokus, and one of the most 
resolute and popular men in the Empire — came to Kioto. 
He was immediately ordered by the Mikado to ally him- 
self with the chiefs of Satsuma and Choshiu in the im- 
perial service. These three clans, acting together, at- 
tained great influence. They were spoken of as Sat-cho-to. 
a word coined by joining together the first syllables of 
tlieir names, and it was these three clans who took the 
most prominent part in effecting the changes which cul- 
minated in 1868. 

One of the orders contained in the Mikado's letter, it 
will be remembered, was, that the Shogun should repair 
to Kioto. This was a proceeding for which there was no 
precedent during more than two centuries, and there was 
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some hesitation in obeying; the mandate. In the last 
month of the year 1862, therefore, two other missions 
were dispatched to Yedo, one of which was composed of 
Sanjo Chiunagon Saneyoshi, (the j^resent 7>^/(;V> Daijin or 
prime minister), and Ane-no-Koji Shosho, who a few 
months later was basely assassinated. 

The result of these various missions was, a resolution 
on the part of the Shogun, to visit Kioto in the spring. 

The agitation in the minds of foreign residents in 
Yokohama was constantly kept up by the flying rumours, 
designedly and industriously cu-culated among them, of 
ronins in the neighbourhood ; and further by the frequent 
requests of the Govemor of Kanagawa that on certain 
days foreigners should avoid the Tokaido in consequence 
of the passing of some great pei*sonago with his train. 
Thus, on the 12th October 1862, a month after the 
murder of Mr. Richardson, the foUoAving was issued from 
the British Consulate : — 

NOTIFICATION. 

Whereas, by a notification of the 15th September, 
British subjects have been generally cautioned respecting 
the insecurity attending riding or walkmg on the Tokaido 
imtil the Japanese Government have comi)leted the 
measures of lirecaution ui)on which they are at present 
engaged, the undersigned, H. B. M.'s Consul, has received 
instructions from H. M.'s Charge d'affaires to issue a 
further and special notification to the effect (that the 
Japanese Government have earnestly requested him to 
caution British subjects that a high personage, the son 
of a fonner Mikado, will pass along the road from 
Miako to Yedo, accompanied by a numerous retinue, on 
the 15th, 16th, and 17th instant, when he will be at the 
places respectively mentioned below. 

The undersigned has also been instructed to mform 
those under his jurisdiction that although the former 
notification remains in force until complete measures of 
security are adopted, it is nevertheless advisable that 
this special communication should be made known to 

YOL. I T 
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Britiflh subjects, the Japanese Govemment having ex- 
pressed tlieir fTYoai fear lest aii}* recurrence of tlie recent 
Lamentable event should take place. 

(Signed) F. Howard Vyse, 

//. 7^. M:s Consid. 

Stops at Yenoshima ) n ai i tAi • i. x 
Ml X '- On the 15th nistant. 

Sleeps at ,, ) 

stops at Kanagawa | ^^ j ^^.^j^ j ^ ^^^ 
Sleeps at ,, j 

Stops at Kawasaki ) r. xi imi • x a 
Gi^\.^ «4- ■ On the 17th instant. 

Sleeps at ,, J 

The residents received this intimation with intense in- 
dignatiim. The forei*:;n ministers took independent 
action upon it. Mr. Puuyn, the U. S. Jlinister and Mr. 
J)k Witt, the Netherlands Minister notified their fellow- 
countrymen in the words of the Japanese circular, with- 
out any comment. We sec above how the l^ritish 
Charge d'affaires published it ; and the Portuguese Consul 
issued a notification m somewhat similar terms. But 
MoNS. i)E Bkllkcourt, Minister for France, after long 
conferences with the ministers for foreign affairs, in which 
he argued the question fully and pressed strongly upon 
them the advantage of making a totally new road by 
which daimios could reach Yedo without passing Kana- 
gawa, issued a short notification to his countrymen of his 
having been informed of the x^t^ssage of some dignitary 
on the days specified. At the same time he cii'culated 
for his countrymen's inftmnation, the letter which he had 
received from the authorities, and his own answer there- 
to, in which he pointed out to the Japanese ver}' strongly, 
how they were asldiig for concessions to which they had 
no right by Treaty, and that this could not go on without 
some similar concessions on their j)arts. 

His countrymen wrote a reply in which they stated 
that they considered that this was another of the manv 
gi'ievauces of which they had to complain, and that they 
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considered it was an infraction of Treaty stipulations, 

ior which they had some right to indemnification ; and, 

ill consideration of giving iij) their rights they demanded, 

** 1st, That all unfulfilled and long outstanding contracts 
with the natives should be fulfilled within a reasonable 
tini(\ say two months. — 2ndly, That the groimd-rent 
of the French concession should be reduced one third for 
the year 18(>2. 8rdly, That the Authorities, shall, 
out of the ground-rent, according to previous understand- 
ing, c«arrv out the proi)er sanitary and other matters for 
the settlement. 4thly, That two lots of ground, — the one 
on the newly filled-in swamp, and the other on the high 
ground in the vicinity, shall be appropriated to French 
subjects, the rental not to exceed 3G itziboos for 100 
tsul)os ; luid, finally, that if any similar concessions are 
asked by the Japanese, they w^ill only be acceded to on 
similar further conditions. All these demands are only 
an attempt for indemnification to regain lost ground — 
ground every inch of which is guarded by Treaty 
stipuhitions." 

The l^ritish portion of the community also delivered to 
their minister a protest, but i)rincipally in order that 
Cohmel Nealp: should have such moral sui)i)ort as it 
conferred, in resisting these frecpient demands. 

There is now a railway between Yokohama and Tokio, 
and the old road, the far-famed Tokaido, is deserted. 
But what a scene it used to present ! How crowded 
with pedestrians ; with norimons (the palancpiins of the 
upper crust), and attendants; with cangoes (the modest 
liamboo conveyance of the humble classes) ; with pack- 
horses, conveying merchandise of all kinds to and from 
the capital or to the Imsy towns and villages along the 
route ; with the trains of daimios or of lesser gentry 
entitled to travel with a retinue ; and with the com- 
monalty, men, women and children, on foot, all with 
their dresses turned up for facility of movement, and for 
the most part taking the journey pretty easily; fre- 
quently stopping at the numberless tea-houses or resting 
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sheds by the way, and refreshing themselves with the 
simple little cup of weak green tea, and a cheery chat 
with whomsoever might stoj) like themselves to rest. 
It used to seem that distance was no consideration with 
them. They could go on all day, and day after day, if 
only they were allowed (which they generally were) to 
take ilu'ir own time and pace. The value of time never 
entered into their thoughts ; and even in business 
oj^erations, one of the greatest annoyances of Euroi)ean 
merchants was the difficulty, I may say the impossibility, 
of keeping them up to time in fulfilling their engage- 
ments. 

The numerous trains of armed men passing in both 
directions was the most stiiking feature of the scene. 
Never could one go out of one's house in any direction, 
but these two-sworded men were met with ; but on the 
Tokaido, and in the streets of Yedo, they appeared to be 
more numerous than the common people ; and it must 
be underatood that at this time of which I am speaking, 
the crowds on poiiiions of the road and in all the 
principal thoroughfares of the capital, were as great as 
in the most crowded thoroughfares of London. It took 
one forcibly back to the feudal times m Europe, when no 
noble or landed proprietor thought of going abroad 
.unattended by his armed dependants. Added to this, 
there was a certain air of antiquity that imparted its 
chaim to the scene. The old Dutch writers described 
the road long ago, and it was even in their day, precisely 
as it was in ours. A good, well macadamised, cause- 
way, (except that the hard Htratum was of pebbles, not of 
broken stones), passing through numerous populous 
villages, only divided from each other by short intervals, 
where tine old trees on both sides of the road were the 
sole division between the road and the paddy fields. As 
the decree that put an end to the enforced residence 
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of the daimios in Yedo put an end to all this, and 

RubKoqiiont eventfi have so totally swept away every 

semhlancc of it, I will quote Knempflfer, that it may be 

seen how unchangeable had been the state of the country 

during the two centimes ; and that I may put on record 

what we, who resided here befcu-e the change, witnessed, 

but which, or the like of which, we certainly shall never 

see again. The observant doctor says : — 

** It is scai'cely credible what numbers of people daily 
travel on the roads in this country, and I can assure 
the reader, from my own experience, having passed it 
four times, the Tokaido, which is one of the chief and 
indeed the most frequented of the seven great roads in 
Japan, is upon some days more crowded than the 
public streets in any of the most populous towns in 
Europe. This is owing paii:ly to the comitry being 
extremely populous, i)artly to the journeys which the 
natives frequently undertake, oftener perhaps than any 
other nation, either willingly, and out of their own free 
choice, or because they are necessitated to it. For the 
reader^s satisfaction 1 will here insert a short preliminary 
account of the most remarkable i)ersons, companies and 
trains travellers daily meet upon the road. 

** The princes and lords of the empire, \ntli their 
numerous retinues, as also the governors of the imperial 
cities and crown lands deseiTe to be mentioned in the 
iirst place. It is theii* duty to go to court once a year, 
and to pay their homage and respect to the secular 
monarch, at certain times det(»nnined by the supreme 
power. Hence th(^y must frequent these roads twice 
every year, going up to court and returning from thence. 
They are attended in their jouniey by their whole coiuii, 
and commonly make it with that pomp and magnificence 
which is thought becoming their own (piality and riches, 
as well as the majesty of the powerful monarch they are 
going to see. The train of some of the most eminent of 
the princes of the Empire fills up the road for some days. 
Accordingly, though we travelled pretty fast ourselves, 
yrt we often met the baggage and fore-troops, consisting 
of the servants and inferior ollicers, for two days to- 
gether, dispersed in several troops, and the prince him- 
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self followed but tlic third day attended with liis 
numerous court, all mavchinf:; in admirable order. The 
retinue of one of the chief daimios, as they are called, is 
computed to amount to nlumt 20,000 men more (»r less; 
that of a sjomio, to about 10,000; that of a ^ijovenior of 
the imperial cities and crown lands, to one or sevonil 
hundreds, accordini^ to his revemies. 

'* If two or more of these j^rinces and lords, with then 
munerous retinues, should chance to travel the same road 
at tlie same tinu\ they Avould prove a jjjreat hindrance to 
one anothe]- : i>articTdarly if they should happen to come 
at once to the same .s7//7,/^ oi* village, forasmuch as often 
whole ^nat villa»j;es are scarce lar«j[e enou<i[h to Uxl^^e the 
retinue of a single daimio. To prevent these incon- 
veniences, it is usual for f^ivAii lords and princes to be- 
si)eak the several .sJi'iLhh tluy are to pass through, with 
all the inns, some time before : as, for instance, some of 
the lirst (piality a month, others a week or two, bifore 
their arrival. ^loreover the time of their future arrival 
is ]iotilied in all the cities. villa<i[es and hamlets they are 
to pass throu^^h, by puttin*,' up small boiu'ds (m hi^'h 
poles (^r bamboos, at the entry and end of every villaj^e, 
si^niifying in a few characters what day of the month 
siu-h a lord is to pass throu<:h that village, to dine or to 
lie there. 

** To satisfy the reader's curiosity, it will not be amiss 
to describe one of these princely traiiis, canj^oes and 
palanquins, which are sent a day or two ])efore. IJut the 
account which 1 propose to <^nve must not be understood 
as th(? retinue of thi? most powerful prhices and petty 
kings, such as the lords of SATsr:viA, Kaoa, Owaui, Kishu* 
and ifiTo, but only those of some other daiuiios, several 
of whom we met in our joiu'iiev to court ; the rather as 
they differ but little, excepting only the coats of arms, and 
pai'ticular pikes, scmie arbitrary order in the niiuch, 
and the number of led horses, fassanbacks, norimono, 
cangoes, and attendants. 

** 1. — Numerous troops of fore-runners, harl)ingers, 
clerks, cooks, and other inferior officers, begin the march, 
they ])eing to pvovi<le lodj^inj/is, victuals and other neces- 
sary things UiV \ht\ iiitt rtaiiniieut (»f the prince their 
master and his court. The are followed by 

** 2. — The prince's heavy baggage, packed up either in 
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small tninks, and carried upon horses each with a 
banner, bearinp: the coat of arms and tlio name of the 
}>ns-:f.s.sor : or else in larpje chests with red-liKnuri'd 
leather, ap:ain with the possessor's coat of arms, and 
carried upon men's shoulders, with multitudes of in- 
si)ector8 to look after them. 

** 3. — Great numbers of smaller retinues, ])elonf]jinf][ 
to tlie chief officers and nobh^men attendin^i:; the prince, 
with pikes, scimeters, bows and aiTows, umbrellas, 
palanquins, led horses and other marks of their grandeur, 
suitable to their birth, quality and oflice. Some of these 
are earned in norimonos, other in cangoes, others go on 
horseback. 

*'4. — The prince's own numerous train, marching in 
an admirable and curious order, and divided into several 
troops, each headed by a proper commanding oiHcer : — as, 

1. Five, more or less, line led horses, led each by two 
grooms, one on each side, U\o footmen walking behind. 

2. rive or six, and sometimes more, porters, richly clad, 
walking one by one, and carrying fassanbacks, or lackered 
chests, and japanned neat trunks and baskets upim their 
shoulders, wherein are kept the gowns, clothes, weaiing- 
ai)i>are], and other necessaries for the daily use of the 
prince ; each poller is attended by two footmen, who took 
up his charge by tunis. 8. Ten or more followers, walking 
agahi one by one, and carrying rich scimeters, pikes of 
state, iire-arms, and other wi^apons in lackered wooden 
cases, as also quivers with bows and arrows. Sometimes 
for magnificence-sake, there are more fassanback bearers, 
and otlier led-horses follow this troop. 4. Two, three, or 
more men, who carry the pikes of state, as the badges of 
the prince's power and authority, adorned at the upper 
(lid with bunches of cock's feathers, or ceiiain rough hides, 
or other p:irticular ornaments, peculiar to such or such 
a prince. They walk one by one, and are attended each 
by two footmen. /5. A gentleman caiTying the jmnce's 
hat, which he wears to slielter himself from the heat of 
tlie sun, and which is covered with black velvet. lie is 
attended likewise by two footmen. (>. A gentleman 
carrying the prince's sombrero or umbrella, which is 
eoveri'd in like manner with black velvet, [itti'iided bv two 
looimeii. 7. Some more fassaiil)acks and varnished 
trunks, coveri'd with varnished leather, with the prince's 
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coat of arms upon them, each with two men to take care 

of it. ft. Sixteen, more or less, of the prince's pajjes, 
and <^entU'nien of liis bod-chambor, richly clad, walking 
two and two before his norimon. They are taken out 
from among the first quality of his court. 9. The 
prince himself sittuig in a stately norimon or palanquin, 
carried by six or eight men, clad in rich liveries, with 
several others walking at the norimon's sides, to take it 
up by turns. Two or three gentlemen of the prince's 
bed-chamber walk at the norimon's side, to give him 
what he wants and asks for, and to assist and support 
him in going in or out of the norimon, 10. Two or three 
horses of state, the saddles covered with black. One of 
these horses carries a large elbow-chair, which is some- 
times covered with l)lack velvet, and placed on a norihKjo 
of the same stuif. Tliuse horses iue attended each by 
several grooms and footmen in liveries, and some ai*e led 
l)y the prmce's own pages. 11. Two pike-bearers. 12. 
Ten or more people carrying each two baskets of a mon- 
strous large size, fixed to the ends of a pole, which they lay 
on their shoulders in such a manner, that a basket hangs 
down before, another behind them. These baskets ai*e 
more for state than for any use. Sometimes some fas- 
sanback l)earers walk among them, to increase the troop. 
In this order marches the prince's own train, which is 
followed b}' 

**o. — Six or twelve led horses, with theh- leaders, 
gi'ooms, and footmen, all in liveries. 

" 6. — A multitude of the prince's domestics, and other 

ofKcers of his court, with then- own verv numerous trauLs 

»- 

and attendants, pike-bearers, fassanback-beai*ers, and 
footmen in liveries. Some of these ai*e carried in 
cangos, and the whole troop is headed by the prince's 
high-steward, carried in a norimon. 

'' If one of the prince's sons accompanies his father hi 
this journey to couii;, he follows with his own train im- 
mediately after his father's norimon. 

'* It is a sight exceedingly curious and worthy of admi- 
ration, to see all the persons who c(mipose the numerous 
train of a great prince, the pikebearers only, the nori- 
mon-men and liverymen excepted, clad in black silk, 
marching in an elegant order with a decent becoming 
gravity, and keepmg so profound a silence, that not the 
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least noise is to be heard, save what must necessarily 
arise from the motion and nistling of theii* habits, and 
the trampling of the horses and men. On the other 
liand it appears ridiculous to a European, to see all the 
pike-bearers and norimon-men, with their habits tucked 
up above the waist, exposing then* naked backs to the 
spectator's view. Wliat appeal's still more odd and 
whimsical, is to see the pages, pike-bearers, umbrellas 
and hat-bearers, fassanback or chest-bearers, and all 
the footmen in liveries, aflfect a strange mimic march or 
dance, when they pass through some remarkable town or 
borough, or by the train of another prince or lord. 
Every step they make they draw up one foot quite to 
their back, in the meantime stretching out the arm on 
the opposite side as far as they can, and putting them- 
selves in such a postm-e, as if they had a mind to swim 
through the air. Meanwhile the pikes, hats, umbrellas, 
fassanbacks, boxes, baskets, and whatever else they 
carry, are danced and tossed about in a very singular 
manner, answering the motion of their bodies. The 
norimon-men have their sleeves tied with a string as 
near the shoulders as possible, and leave their arms 
naked. They carry the pole of the norimon either upon 
their shoulders, or else ui)on the palm of the hand, hold- 
ing it up above their heads. Whilst they hold it up 
with one arm, they stretch out the other, putting the 
liand into a horizontal posture, whereby, and by their 
short deliberate steps and stiff knees, they aflfect a ridi- 
culous feai' and circumspection. If the prince steps out 
of his norimon into one of the green huts which are pur- 
posely built for him, at convenient distances on the road, 
or if he goes into a private house, either to drink a dish 
of tea, or for any other purpose, he always leaves a 
cobang with the landlord as a reward for his trouble. At 
dinner and supper the expense is much greater." 

Such was a scene on the Tokaido two hundred years 
ago ; and although wc never met with such extensive 
trains as some of those mentioned, those we did see had 
the same general features as described above. 

Come we to Yedo — now called Tokio. How changed 
from the city to which such trains were wont to come ! 

VOIi. I u 
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There it lies Btretching away along the semicircular bay, 
and retaining all the outlines of earlier days. There is 
the eastlc formerly the thvelling plaee t)f the Shoginis, 
now deserted, within its walled park and surrounded 
by its moat, which again is enclosed by daimios' yashikis 
and a second moat, the whole bounded by more yashikis 
and by that vast portion of the city within a third horse- 
shoe shaped moat or canal, which, with the chord formed 
by the sea forms an isliuid whose cii'cumference is little, 
if any, less than nine miles. But the old glory is gone. 
The yashikis of the daimios ai'e either tenantless and 
fast going to ruhi, or they have been appropriated by the 
government for government offices, barracks, schools, 4c. 
The streets are now crowded with simple citizens hurry- 
ing hither and thither in jin-riki-shas ; the trains of the 
nobles are no more seen ; and once more the population 
of the city is less than a million. 

This is, probably, a long digi-ession ; but it will he 
pardoned both by those who have never become ac- 
quainted with the facts described ; and cei-tainly by 
readers who may have l)een eye-witnesses of them, and 
whose memories will vividly recall tliem. The etiquette 
of the road was well and rigidly defined. When the 
trains of two princes met, it was incumbent on the 
lesser of them — (measured by Jiis income as recognised 
by the Government, and published in the oflScial list), to 
dismoimt from his norimon, if he happened to be riding 
in one, and (baw with his followers to the side of the 
road whilst the other passed. Whenever it was possible, 
therefore, such meetings were avoided ; but this could not 
always be. With such rigid and punctilious rules for 
themselves, it really is not wonderful that the inde- 
pendent bearing of foreigners was i)eculiarly annoying 
to them. I may add that a daimio rarely rode on 
horseback on the public highways, because, as in the case 
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of the norimon, the inferior must dismount on meeting a 
superior. It was usual to have his horse led in his 
train ; but it was only as a part of his state equipage. 
For himself, he almost always either rode in his norimon 
or walked, accompanied by his chief retainers. Bearing 
this fact in mind, it mav seem that we were unreasonable 
in taking offence at the care the Shogun^s Government 
ol>sened over us ; but wo did not understand matters 
thi»n so fully as we do now ; and besides, we may have been 
more suspicious, because it was absolutely certain 
that it would have relieved the minds of the Shogun and 
his officers of state of a heavy bui'den of anxiety could 
they have made of Yokohama a second Pesima, and 
confined us within the limits of the settlement. With the 
notification given above foreigners complied ; but, as it 
will bo seen, they did so with no very good grace, and 
only under strong protest. 

And now, ere closing this chapter, one word concern- 
ing the great man whose arrival in om* neighbourhood 
caused all this commotion. He played a remarkable 
part in the time of the revolution in 1878 ; and although 
I shall only casually have to allude to him in si)eaking 
of that period, it is well that my readers should know 
who he was. 

The shrines of the Shoguns of the Tokuoawa djuasty, 
were situated, two at Nikko, six at Shiba in the 
very heai*t of the city of Yedo, and six at Uyeno, 
a i)opulous suburb of the city. They consisted of 
the stone or l)ronze urns, — built over the vaults 
which contain then- remains, and enclosing a tablet 
with their posthumous names or titles — and a series of 
magnificent temi)les, which are even now, (so many of 
them as remain) objects of attraction to visitors from all 
l)arts of the world. Each Shogun had his own 
shrine and memorial temple connected with it ; and at 
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Uyeno, in addition to the shrines, there was Toyei-8an» 
reputed to be the largest and wealthiest temple in Yedo. 
It was the head-quarters of the UYENo-No-MrrA, the 
high priest or bishop — who was appointed by the Mikado 
himself to the office and was invariably a member of the 
Imperial family. In rank he was far above the Tycoon, 
and in the very zenith of their power the Shoguns 
prostrated themselves before him, and occupied a lower 
place in his presence. He was the high priest of Nikko, 
and of Binnoji in Kioto ; and no one in the empire was 
more venerated than he. 

This was the great man, the son of a former Mikado', 
now passing along the Tokaido on his way to Yedo ; and 
we have seen the excitement the circumstance caused 
among the foreign community. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

RUMOUR, AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF 1863, THAT THE 
R0N1N8 INTENDED TO SLAY ALL THE FOREIGN REPRESENTA- 
TIVES. — PREVENTIVE MEASURES. — RUMOUR PROVES TO BE 
FALSE. — ANOTHER REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR OF KANAGAWA 
THAT FOREIGNERS SHOULD AVOID THE TOKAIDO. — BURNING OF 
THE BRITISH LEGATION BUILDING AT GO-TEN-YAMA, YEDO, AND 
A LENGTHENED DETAIL OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES THAT LED TO 
IT. — THOSE WHO NOW JUDGE THEIR COUNTRYMEN WHO PASSED 
THROUGH THOSE TIMES SHOULD PUT THEMSELVES IN THEIR 
PLACE. — KNOWLEDGE NOW ATTAINED NOT THEN EXISTING. — 
WHAT FOREIGNERS DID KNOW. — FACTS AS THEY APPEARED 
BEFORE THEM HAD ALONE TO BE CONSIDERED. — AS A RULE 
FOREIGNERS WERE QUIET AND WELL-CONDUCTED; AND MOST 
FAVOURABLY DISPOSED TOWARDS THE COUNTRY AND PEOPLE OF 
JAPAN. — THE TRUE NATURE OF THE GOVERNMENT BEGINS TO 
REVEAL ITSELF. — THE TYCOON NO EMPEROR, BUT YET A REAL 
POTENTATE. — COMBINATION OF CIRCUMSTANCES TILVT LED TO 
HIS DOWNFALL. 

The year 1868, which was to be a momentous one in 
the histoiy of foreign intercoui'se, began inauspiciously. 
A rumour reached the Government which they must have 
phiced faith in, and which must have alarmed them 
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mif]:htily ; for, on the night of the 2nd of January, one of 
the Ministers for forci^i^n aflfah's suddenly appeared at the 
British Minister's residence in Yokohama, having arrived 
in all liaste, with his retinue, from Yedo, to impart it 
without deljiy to the foreign representatives. It was to 
the eilect that a special hand of ronins had been dis- 
covered in the neighbourhood of Yokohama, who hjkl 
bound tlicMuselves with an oath that thev wonhl not rest 
satisfied until they had slain all the foreij2^ diplomatic 
cliiefs. True or false it sufticc^l to put eveiyone on the 
qui rirr, and tlir Volunteer corps, of whose formation I 
have ah'i'adv told, turned out and took their shiu'e in the 
duty of patrolling the streets. At that time there seemed 
to be every probability that they would be called upon 
before many weeks, perhaps days, were over, to prove 
themselves worthy brothers of the Shanghai Volunteers, 
who had faced the Taeping rebels in 18G1. In about a 
week this paiiicular scare came to an end ; word being 
brought by a colleague of the fonncr messenger, that the 
rumom- tmiied out to be false. 

But if the outlaws were not actually in the vicinity of 
Yokohama, it was soon rendered but too palpable that 
there were plenty of men not enrolled in those lawless 
gangs, who were no less inimical to us. 

It is amusing to have to report, (though we will not 
dwell upon it) that on the 28th January, this year, the 
British Consul was agahi called upon to warn his country- 
men against using the Tokaido '*dm-ing one week, or until 
you receive another communication from me" (the 
Governor of Kanagawa). The daimios who were then 
passing were Aidzu, the hero of the revolution on the 
Tycoon's side ; and one of the Choshin i)rinces, the ai'ch- 
enemies of foreigners. 

On the Jst 1^'ebruary an occurrence took jdace, in 
which happily there was no loss of life, which compels me 
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to pause, and go back a little in point of time that it may 
1)0 well understood in all its bearinprs. Residences were 
to be built in a certain locality outside of the Yedo city 
boundary for the five foreign legations. Those for the 
English and French were the most forward ; indeed the 
former was very nearly completed — when it was wantonly, 
tleterminedly, and of malice aforethought, fired in several 
places simultaneously, and the work of destruction was 
aided by gunpowder, several discharges of which occurred 
in the course of the conflagration. 

The circumstances were these. After the attack on 
the British legation a demand was made by the foreign 
ministers for a site on which residences might be built 
which should be accessible by land and sea, and at the 
same time capable of being protected from any renewal 
of the atrocious attempt at assassination. Three sites 
were offered by the Government — one at the mouth of 
the Middle river, (there being three rivers that empty 
themselves into the sea at Yedo) ; one, the shore on the 
sea side of the main street in Yedo ; and one which it 
seems incredible that the Shogun would consent to give 
up, or that the ministers would refuse — a portion of 
0-Hama-Go-Ten, then known as the Tycoon's fishing 
ground, and now as En-rio-kuan, where all royal and 
distinguished foreign guests of the Emperor are lodged. 
But there was one spot on which the eye of desire had 
rested ; and nothing would satisfy the representatives of 
the Treaty Powers but that. It was, as it were, the little 
pet lamb of the citizens ; and though they might have 
had then- choice of more spacious and equally defensible 
sites, they refused them all, and the Government in a 
moment of weakness yielded. Go-Ten-yama was the one 
spot ministerial cupidity had fixed upon. Go-Ten-yama 
was the one spot the Government most wished to keep for 
the citizens, Go-Ten-yama was yielded ; and the indigna- 
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tion of the samurai was aroused. 6o-Ten-yama, they 
resolved, the foreip;nerF; should not occupy. 

Straiip^ely enon/iijh, v\ou toriMgn civilians saw tbo 

danger to be apprehended from the selection of this sit^. 
On the 12th and 10th July 1802, ai-ticlos appeared in 
the Japan Herald, which clearly foreshadowed what mipht 
happen ; and gave this interesting little bit of history con- 
cerning the locality. When Tyrtas* took up his residence 
in Yedo and insisted on the daimios coming there to do 
homage to him, in order to reconcile the higher daimios 
to his decrees, — to gild the bitter pill of enforced residence 
in his new capital, h(^ agreed to meet them on their ap- 
proach to the city, and bid them welcome. For this 
purjiose he built a reception house cm a rising ground 
outside the city, and gave to the site the name of Go-Ten- 
yama — literally * the imperial hill of Heaven ; ' thougli 
some translate it * the hill of the palace.' 

"This custom 
was continued by his successor; but IvKMiTsz'.the nextiu 
succession was a man of a different stamp. HaAing a 
position by biiili so much above the daimios, whose ex- 
clie([iiers had been exhausted, and their powers for mis- 
chii'f ciutailLtd, ho did not see why he should demean 
himsf If by going out to meet his inferiors. A very able 
and at the same time a very proud man, he removed the 
house entirely : and from that time the custom ceased. 
AVhcn the house was removed a large tlat space of gromid 
was left vacant at an elevation of perhaps a hundred feet 
above the level of the sea, in a very commanding situa- 
tion. In a military point of view it completely com- 
mands the Shinagawa forts below. A few riflemen in 
th(» (lO-Ten-yama, could effectually clear these forts, and 
command the Tokaido or sea-road to Yedo. No one 
could pass Shinagawa so long as Go-Ten-yama was in the 
hands of a small force. But this Iyemitsz' did not 
think of. lnst(Mid of retaining the hill as a military 
position he gave it to the inhabitants of Yedo as a place 
of recreation, as a park — a pleasure-giound to which 
they might resort in those out-of-door paiiies of pleasure 
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which they are so fond of and manage so well. He 
planted that part of the gi-ounds which overlooks the sea 
with clieiTv trees ; while the best paii; of the ^*ound was 
interspersed with fine old fir-trees which had probably 
been planted long l)efore. This park was the great 
resort of parties of pleasure fiom Yedo. Perhaps in no 
part of the world is the custom of pic-nic parties carried 
to the same extent as in Japan. Upon their gala days — 
and that seems to be six days out of the week, the beau- 
tiful lanes in the neighbourhood of Yedo are made more 
interesting by the groups of people — young and old, men 
and women, boys, girls and childi-en, sallying out in the 
opening spring or in the heat of summer, to spend a few 
hours in the innocent enjoyment of the most beautiful 
scenery. There may be seen young ladies dressed in the 
most brilliant colours, which, peacock4ike, they carry 
behind them, young gentlemen accompanying them in 
the more sober greys, and carrj'ing their two swords like 
gentlemen, the pictm-es of happiness and thorough enjoy- 
ment, wending then* way to the cherry-trees of 6o-Ten- 
yama. There the mats ai*e spread — the quaint picnic 
boxes produced — and before long the joyous shouts and 
the merry laugh make those outside long to be of the party. 
" Nowhere in the vicinity of Yedo can the same enjoy- 
ment be obtained as in the Go-Ten-yama. There are 
other places of resort, but to them the sea view is want- 
ing — ^the elevated position — the white sails in "any direc- 
tion mo\'ing over tlie deep blue sea — the cool breeze — 
the extensive view — the pleasant shade — the briUiant 
colours of the landscape — when these are filled up with 
gay dresses, bright eyes and men-y laughter — alas ! alas ! 
!U)us, nous avons chamjc lout cela'' 

The next week, the same writer at the close of a long 

article on the same subject, says : — 

** We do not think the advantages of the Go-Ten-yama 
outweighed the disadvantages. The principal of these 
is the ill-will of the people oif Yedo in the forcible appro- 
priation of their park or place of recreation to satisfy the 
demands of the foreigners.*' 

It is now admitted that it was determined from the 

first, by some of the most resolute haters of foreigners 

that they should not occupy the residences that were to 

VOL. I V 
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be built for them on Go-Ten-yama. This was plainly 
declared ; and the fact that it was so was published in 
the newspaper. It was unequivocally stated that "the 
buildings would be destroyed as soon as finished." And 
BO it happened with regard to the English legation. 
This and the French legation were the only two in 
progress of construction, the Dutch and American 
legations not having been commenced. The English 
was nearest to completion, but no sooner had the last 
paper-hanger and plasterer put the final touches to it, 
than, that very day, it was burnt to the ground. " They 
have cut down our beloved cherry trees " said the 
samurai, '* to make place for the houses of the foreigner, 
but it will be a r'crij red blossom before it is full grown." 
And so it was. On the 16th January, some two- 
sworded men presented themselves at the gate of the 
nearly finished legation, but on learning that there were 
no foreigners there, they peacefully retired, and went to 
a tea-house in the neighbourhood, where they put many 
questions to the landlord as to whether there were 
really any foreigners there or not. On receiving the 
information that there were none, one of them, laying his 
hand on the hilt of his sword, said fiercely, that if he 
attempted to deceive them they would slay him; and some 
of them returned to the gate to make further enquiries. 
On receiving the same answer as before, one of them 
asked that they might be allowed to view the foreigners' 
residence ; and on being told that this was not per- 
missible, they drew their swords, cut down the guard, as 
usual hacking him to pieces, and passing through, made 
their inspection and retired. After this the building 
was left almost unguarded, for it was difficult to get men 
to undertake the duty. 

Towards the end of the month, Colonel Neale received 
a very strong appeal from the Japanese Government, 
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asking him not to occupy the newly-built edifice, and 
offering him ahnost any other site he chose to select. 
They had expended forty thousand dollars upon the 
building, but that they did not heed. The Mikado had 
ordered that the foreigners should not occupy Go-Ten- 
yama, and the excitement among the people was greater 
than they were able to allay. But; Colonel Neale was 
firm. He said that all the arrangements respecting the 
English legation building had been made with the 
Enghsh Minister before he left for England. He was 
expected to return to Japan, and it was not for the 
Charge d' Affaires to upset his dispositions. He also 
expressed his sm*prise that nothing had been said to him 
on the subject until the very eve of the completion of the 
building ; and that he had never previously received any 
hint of there being any objection to the site. 

I do not think that the Government could fairly be 
charged with ha\ing had any hand in the catastrophe 
that followed. Their infonnation respecting the intention 
of certain clansmen (not ronins) to destroy it, added to 
the positive commands of the Mikado that the arrange- 
ment with the foreigners should not be carried through, 
must have put them in a position of great perplexity. 
At the same time. Colonel Neale was undoubtedly right 
in the position he maintained. Concession after con- 
cession had been made to the Japanese authorities ; and 
the yielding to one demand or appeal invaiiably led to 
more being asked for. Had less tiinmess been displayed 
by the Enghsh and French representatives — for, happily, 
M. DE Bellecourt was a most- staunch and generous 
buppoi-ter of his English colleague, — foreign intercom-se 
would speedily have been a mere name — a memory of the 
past. It was the decisive position taken by these two Mi- 
nisters, more than any others, that maintained the spiiit 
of the treaties, and prevented then- becoming a dead letter. 
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But passing this by as a mere abstract question, we 
return to the fact before us. On the Ist February, 1863, 
only about three or four days after the appeal to Colonel 
Neale, the 1)uilding8 were burnt down. Eye-witnesses 
reported that they obsers^ed the flames burst out in 
several places simultaneously, and that during the con- 
flagi-ation several explosions of gunpowder took place, thus 
making sure work of the total destruction of the building. 
It was not attempted to conceal that it must have been, 
and assuredly was, the work of incendiaries ; and that, 
too, of men who had sjanpathisers watching their pro- 
ceedings at a distance ; for no sooner was it evident that 
the flames and combustibles liad done their work effec- 
tually, than a salute was lired from a man-of-war at 
the Shinagawa anchorage. 

There aie many who now-a-days read of these occur- 
rences at a distance, and some few of those who have more 
recently come amongst us, who are inclined to censure 
the proceedings of the foreign representatives who had to 
bear the brunt of those terrible times. For terrible they 
really were, I would ask those who would judge fairly, 
to put themselves in the position of their countrymen 
who had to endure them. It must never be forgotten 
that thev did not know all the facts that we are now so 
well acquainted with. What they did know was, — the 
history of former intercourse between Japan and for- 
eigners, and the manner of the expulsion of the latter ; the 
long exclusion of all foreigners from th(d country, except 
the Dutch and Chinese traders at Nagasaki, the former 
of whom were literally and most ignominiously imi)risont*(l 
in the little isle of Desima. Further, the reluctance with 
which they had entered into the new treaty relations, and 
the intense desire, not of all, but of a strong section of the 
nobles and territorial princes to drive out the strangers, 
to close the ports, and to put an end to the treaties. 
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Without going into the vast and very important ques- 
tion as to the right of any country to keep itself closed 
against intercourse with the outer world, facts as they 
existed had alone to be considered. Treaties had been 
signed. Ports had been opened. And on the faith of 
those treaties the ports had been resorted to by bona fide 
traders, who came, many of them as representatives 
of some of the most prominent and wealthy merchants of 
the East, to extend their operations by legitimate trading 
in Japan. If the anomalous state of the currency of 
Japan in reference to that of other countries aflfordcd 
opportunities for profit which proved a temptation too 
great to be resisted by the new comers, it was but one 
episode, and that, too, a short-lived one in the new 
intercourse ; but no blame ought to attach itself to the 
operators. As well might it be said that those were 
dishonest who bought the golden guineas, once said for a 
bet to have been offered on London Bridge for a penny 
a piece. I have abeady alluded to the fact that some 
went into this commerce which was justifiable, in a most 
unjustifiable, a most reprehensible, manner, and for these 
I have not a word to say. But this is the only sore that 
the Japanese complained of at the outset. As a rule the 
new comers were quiet, well-conducted citizens in every 
respect. They kept themselves, with very few exceptions, 
well within the conditions of the treaties ; and they were so 
pleased with the country and the people with whom in 
their business and in then* excursions they were brought 
into contact, that they thought, apart from a certain 
class, that Japan was the most delightful country, and 
the Japanese the most loveable people, in the world. 
I will go further — and I am not writing what may 
have been gathered from books or other writers, but 
from personal experience of the ** certain chiss " men- 
tioned above, — there was a large proportion even of them, 
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favoui-able, or, at least, not unfavourable, to foreigners ; 
and they were the most deUghtful of all. 

Some time before the period at which I have now 
anived the true natui*e of the Government began to 
reveal itself. It was not yet, however, clearly discerned, 
and only the course of events I am describing made them 
fully imderstood. Those who " know all about it " now, 
are inclined to sneer at the ignorance of the early-comers, 
who were not as wise as their successors became, be- 
cause they talked of the Tycoon as a sovereign, and gave 
to Japan two Emperors — one spiritual and the other 
temporal. This error was about to be dissipated. The 
Tycoon was no Emperor either temporal or spiritual ; but 
those who would give him the simple title of Sei-i-tai- 
Shogun, generaUssimo for the expulsion of barbarians, 
and deny that he was a ruler exercising sovereign powers, 
are surely mistaken. From whomsoever he derived his 
powers, he was the ruler of the Empu-e from one end 
of it to the other. The Mikado was the source of honour, 
the imparter of authority ; but the Tycoon or Shoguu 
Uterally reigned by hereditary right, although he had 
also to be elected by ceiiiain daimios ; conferred lands and 
titles on whomsoever he would ; governed from his own 
capital, in his own name, by his own ministers; was up- 
held by his own vassals and armed forces, over whom he 
exercised despotic powers, totally apart fi'om, and uncon- 
nected with, the Mikado. He levied taxes and supphed 
the means for aU the national expenditure and for the 
sustenance of the coml; of Kioto. He appointed his o^ii 
vassals as its protectors. For over two hundred years 
no daimio, however powerful, dared to call these facts in 
question. It was truly an extraordinary state of things 
that for nearly seven humU-ed years — from the time of 
YoRiTOMo — the Mikado should exist as the fountain of all 
power and honom* in the coimtry and yet not exercise 
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one atom of real power himself. For two hmidred 
and thirty yeara no Tycoon visited Kioto ; not even for 
investiture. And although it was deemed necessary that 
the Mikado should acknowledge him and sanction his 
assumption of power and title, he was as much ruler of 
the Empire in the interval between his predecessor's 
death and this imperial sanction, or at all events from 
the day of his election, as is a European sovereign 
between the day of his accession and that of his 
coronation. 

Two cii*cumstances had, however, lately combined, 
which in the end were to bring this anomalous state of 
things to a close. One was the gi'owing effeminacy and 
impotence of the later Shoguns, occasioned by their 
luxm-ious living, their self-indulgence, and their diminish- 
ing personal attention to the affairs of state. The other 
was, the personal jealousy of one of the greatest nobles, 
— as it happened, a kinsman of the Tycoon, and member 
of the Go-Sanke. 

The story need not be very long ; and it will render 
subsequent events more clear. 

The founder of the last dynasty of Shoguns, Tokuoawa 
Iyeyas', was invested with the rank and title, which he 
bad won fairly by force of arms, in the year 1608. Ho 
had nine sons — three of whom, in particular became 
notable in the empire, not for any deeds of their own, 
l>ut because Iyeyas' ordered that from their descendants 
the Shogmis should be elected in failure of heu*s male of 
the body of any regnant Shogun. These were the 
7th, 8th and 9th of his sons, whom he made princes of 
OwARi, KisHiii and Mito. They were always spoken of as 
the Go-8anke, or the tluree imperial families. The prince 
of EcHizEN was also descended from Iyeyas*. Now it 
happened that no prince of the house of Mito had ever 
enjoyed the high oiKce of Shogun. But the daimio of 
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MiTO made himself very prominent in the early days of 
foreign intercourse. As lonp; ago as 1841, we are told 
by the Kiuse Shirinkuy he had been placed in confine- 
ment at one of his secondary yashikis in Yedo for having 
melted down the bells of all the Buddhist monasteries in 
his domain to cast cannon with, and for other similar 
acts. He was one of the few daimios who reaUy 
governed his clan and concerned himself in state affairs. 
Ho was in 1853, when Commodore Perry came to Japan, 
pai'doned by order of the Shogun, and appointed Kaibo 
Jimu-shoku, or commissioner for the superintendence of 
maritime defences. Years before, he had written a 
pamphlet, propounding the great, but almost forgotten 
fact, that the Mikado was the true sovereign of the 
empire ; and he now had always two objects at heai-t, 
namely, to secure an increase of respect for the Mikatlo, 
and to effect the expulsion of the barbarians. 

At the beginning of 1857, in consequence of the dis- 
satisfaction he felt with regard to the Perry treaty, he 
declined having any further share in pubUc affairs. 
When, however, on the death of the Tycoon Iyesada in 
September 1858, it became necessary to elect a successor, 
the ex-Prince of Mito was very desirous to secure the 
election of his favourite son Hitotsubashi Giobukio (who 
had been adopted into the family of Hitotsubashi.) 
The regent Ii Kamon-no-Kami, however, succeeded in 
securing the election of Iyeshige, a youth, 12 years of 
age, a scion of the house of Kisuiu, and he was nominated 
by Iyesada as his successor. This enraged the three 
princes of Owari, Echizen and Mito, extremely. They, 
with the princes of Tosa and Uwajima (men amongst 
the most active in estabhshing the new regime in 
1868), were subsequentiy all obUged to resign then: 
daimiates to then- sons and retire into private life. 
Mito was ordered into perpetual confinement in bis 



OOICBINATION OF DAIMIOB. 186 

own province ; and Hitotsubashi, for having sought 
the office, was also forced into rcth'ement. 

Notliing hastened the fall of the Shogunate so much as 
this. Other great daimios who were jealous of the arbitrary 
power wielded by the Shogun, speedily made their voices 
heard ; and ultimately such a combination as had never 
before l)een knowTi in Japan, was established, before 
which the Tycoon, his government, and the whole feudal 
svstem, was driven like chaff before the wind. What 
the effect would have been had Hitotsubashi been 
elected in 1858, it is impossible to conjecture. Certainly 
the course of events would have been veiy different, and — 
that is all that can be said. 



VOL. I W 



CHAPTOR XVII. 

THE PROTECTION OP THE MIKADO. — COMPETITIVE EX-UONA- 
TI0N8. — ANXIETY OF THE (UWERNMENT. — DAI^IIOS ENCOVR-VGED 
TO PUUCHASE STEAlVrERS. — PROVISION FOR PROTECTING THE 
FOREIGN SETTLEMENT. — AD^riR-VL KUPER ARRIVES WTTH A 
SQUADRON. — SIIIMADZU S^VRURO's REPORT OF THE RICHARDSON 

EPISODE MEETS THE APPROVAL OF THE MIKADO. CLAMOUR 

OP RONINS AT KIOTO FOR EXPULSION OF FOREIGNERS. — 
8ATSUMA PLACED IN CHARGE OF (JO-TEN- YAMA. — COLONEL 

NEALE RECEIVES REPLIES FROM HIS GOVERNMENT. TYCOON'S 

HURRIED DEPARTURE FOR KIOTO. — THE DEMANDS OF THE 
ENGLISH GOVERNMENT. — TYCOON ARRR'ES AT KIOTO. — EXCITE- 
MENT IN KIOTO AND YOKOHAMA. — NATIVES LEAVE YOKOHAMA. — 
THE AMERICAN LEGATION IN YEDO BURNT. — RUSE BY \\'HICn 
THE U. 8. MINISTER WAS INDUCED TO LEAVE YEDO, AND THE 
U, S. CONSUL TO QUIT KANAOAWA. — APPOINTMENT OP A DAY 
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It had been decided that the Shogiin should go to 
Kioto in the spring of 1868 ; but such was the excitement 
in that city in consequence of the rapid influx of 
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(iainiios and their followers to the city, and of ronins 
arcnmd it, that it became absolutely necessary to provide 
extra means for its securitv. One half of all the Yedo 
officers of every rank were drafted off for semce there ; 
and HiTOTsuBASHi Giobukio, who had been appointed 
the ^^uardian of the Tycoon, set forth early in February 
for the same destination. Three days later he was fol- 
lowed by the Prince of Owari. From every portion of 
the empire the princes resorted to the metropolis, and 
the ancient city had never seen a period of such 
prosperity. 

Amongst other changes and innovations now in- 
troduced was the system of competitive examinations for 
offices of responsibility. The Naval, MiHtary and Civil 
service schools, heretofore closed to all but the families 
or connexions of daimios or very high officers, were 
thrown open to all classes, and instruction in the naval 
and military, farming and mechanical sciences, and in 
literature was imparted to all, UTesi)ective of rank. 

The anxiety of the Yedo Government must have been 
excessive. The i^rinces whose territories were on the coast 
were not only permitted but encom*aged to buy steamers 
and other foreign built ships ; and several were disposed 
of to them at vvxy high prices. 

While all this was going on in the two capitals 
Colonel Nkalk thought it necessary to provide without 
delay for the protection of the foreign settlements. A 
dispatch was sent to Admiral Kuper at Hongkong, the 
result of which was, that, by the end of March, the 
Admiral arrived in the Em*yalus accompanied by the 
liattler and liacehorse ; and in a shoii; time, other ships 
having ai*rived, the harbour of Yokohama was well tilled 
with war vessels of various nationalities. 

It was high time that such a demonstration slioidd be 
made ; for the anti-foreign pai*ty were growing more and 
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more impatient for active steps to be taken against the 
hated stran^i^ers. Shimadzu Sabttro, on his arrival in 
Kioto after the murder of Richardson, told bis own tale, 
saying that foreigners had insulted him, and he had 
ordered them to be slain. Instead of being rebuked he 
was commended by the Mikado. 

On HiTOTsi'RAsni's arrival he was at once beset with 
eiK^uirt-Ts as to the day appointed for the forcible expul- 
siim of the barbarians, but he put off the rabble by 
urgmg them to wait until the Tycoon himself should 
arrive. 

In Yedo many riots took place, principally between the 
retainers of rival princes. 

But the most curious and incomprehensible arrange- 
ment of the Government was that by which Go-Ten-yama 
was placed under the care of Satsuma, whilst, at this 
verv moment, the heavy retribution for the assault on 
the Tokaido by SniMADzr Sabvro's retainers, was on the 
point of falling on the clan. The replies from the Home 
Government to Colonel Neale's dispatches haii anived ; 
and no time was lost in communicating their contents to 
the Government. It was said to be the intention of the 
Tycoon to start for Kioto al)out the i)th or 10th Apiil, 
but every possible effort was now made to hasten his 
depai*ture ; doubtless with the view of delaying any 
answer to whatever communication the British Charge 
d'affaires had to make, by the necessity of sending it to 
Kioto, and the time it would take to obtain a reply 
from thence. 

On the '2[)ih March Colonel Neale was ofticiallv 
notified that the depaiiure would take place on the 31st 
instant. lie replied that in two or three days he would 
have a counnunication to make respecting the instnic- 
tions he had n^ceived from his Govennnent with regard to 
the murder of the two marines who were slain at his own 
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legation, and the assault on the unarmed party on the 
Tokaido by retainers of Satauma. The answer to this 
was that the Tycoon's journey could not be delayed, and 
the expression of a doubt as to the possibility of settUng 
the business speedily. 

On the 6th April the note was sent by Colonel Neale 
to the Japanese Ministers for foreign Affairs, in which he 
infonned them that he had ** received the explicit instruc- 
tions of his Government to demand reparation from the 
Japanese Government for the murder and outrages com- 
mitted upon British subjects on the 14th September last, 
on the Tokaido, near Kanagawa, by the retainers of 
Prince Satsuma." Also he again peremptorily demanded 
** redress and compensation for the previous outrage on 
her Britannic Majesty's legation on the 16th June last." 
He pointed out to them how different had been the 
behaviom* of the British Government to Japan, to the con- 
duct of the Japanese towards the British. He wrote : — 

** Acting imder evil counsels, the Japanese Govern- 
ment has adopted a passive, reserved, and unfriendly 
policy with the British Kepresentative not only in regard 
to these outrages, but in ail matters of interest to British 
subjects. 

** This unjustifiable com'so of action has been crowned 
with the destruction, by political incendiaries, of the 
new British Legation-residence at Go-Ten-yama. 

** On the other hand the Government of Her Britannic 
Majesty, viewing with indulgence^ tlie obstacles and 
obstructions opposed to the full development of British 
connnercial entei-prise l)y the Japanese Govenmient, and 
judging them to enuinate from the great political embar- 
rassments of tlu* country, was the first to concede to the 
wishes of His Majesty the Tycoon, conveyed through his 
Envoys, and to consent conditionally to the postpone- 
ment in the opening of Osaka and other poris, sub- 
he([uently assented to by other European Treaty Powia's, 
and to be assented to by the Government of the United 
States, only in consideration of counter-concessions 
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which the Government of Great Britain has not sought 
to exact. 

** The Tycoon's Envoys have returned and rendered an 
account of their mission to the Japanese Government, in 
relation to the fore^oin^ ne<3[otiations, and the imdersigned 
has just receivtid the thanks lately expressed to him in 
writing by your Excellencies on behalf of the Tycoon and 
Gov(»rnment of Japan, for the attentions and cordial 
reception bestowed upon those Envoys by the Sovereign, 
Government and people of Great Britain ; a reconl 
standing in painful contrast with the unfriendly demea- 
nour of the Japanese Ministers towards the Representa- 
tives and sul)jects of Her Majesty in this country. 

**Tlie Undersigned, nevei-theless, unhesitatingly pro- 
claims, and challenges the Japanese Government to 
disprove the fact, that the subjects of no nation with 
which Japan is in relation have given less cause for 
ill-will on the part of the Japanese authorities than the 
authorities and subjects of tlie great British nation, 
which the Jajianese Government, regardless of its duty 
to tile interests of the Tvcoon and his dvnastv, has been 
SO easily persuaded to treat with distnist and disregard. 

'*By a happy and rare good fortune, which could not 
n^asonably have been expected, during the period that 
British subjects, of all classes, have resided in Japan, 
and thousands of British sailors have frequented its 
open poiiis, no noticeable instance of violence against 
Japanese has been complained of regarding one of them, 
and vet in numbers tliev exceed all other foreign 
residents in Japan. 

** Such has been the anxious care of the British 
authorities to engage their countrymen to ailopt the 
conduct of friendship and conciliation, and to accom- 
modate themselves to the diflicult situation of the 
Government of this country. 

" The reparation now demanded for the murders and 
murderous assaults committed \i\Hm British subjects has 
been affixed bv Tier Jlajestv's Government with a con- 
siderate regard for the diflicult situation of the Japanese 
Government and its ])o]ili('a] ( mbarrassments. ]^ut the 
pcjnalty im])osed, and the measure of compensation 
demanded for the sufferers and their famihes, now 
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computed in thousands, will, if the Japanese Government 
continue to be ill-advised, inevitably expand into millions, 
to indemnify the costs of annaments which must bo 
employed by Great ]3ritain, should all serious warnings 
fail to ensm'e the redress imperatively demanded for 
these unprovoked and flagrant outrages. 

** Having thus discharged his duty and his conscience 
by the earnest remarks which precede, the Undersigned 
has the honour to state to your Excellencies that he is 
instructed to make the following explicit and peremptory 
demands on the Japanese Government. 

** First, An ample and formal apology for the offence 
of permitting a murderous attack on British subjects 
passing on a road open by Treaty to them. 

** Secondly, The payment of X'100,000 as a penalty on 
Japan for this offence. 

** The mode, manner and form of the apology will be 
regulated in conferences between the Undersigned and 
Commissioners appointed by the Japanese Government, 
as well as the mode and manner of pa3mient of the 
money reparation demanded. 

** Twenty days from this date is assigned to the 
Japanese Government for its reply, which must be of a 
categorical character, either consenting to or rejecting 
the demands here made." 

It was further stated that if at the expiry of twenty 
days the reply should be othei-wise than a positive ac- 
ceptance of the reparation demanded, 

*' the British 
Admiral, now here with a considerable force, will, within 
twenty-four houi*s after the receipt of such refusal of 
demands, proceed to enter on such measures as may be 
necessary to seciue the reparation demanded. 

'*The Undersigned, having acquitted himself of his 
duties in thus earnestly stating and explaining to the 
Tycoon's Government what is peremi)torily required at 
its hands, and the penalties that must inevitably attend 
a non-compliance with the same, proceeds to acquaint 
your Excellencies with the fui-ther measures, which, 
luider instructions from her Majesty's Government,, will 
be adopted to enforce a fai* more important portion of 
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the reparation rendered necessary, and required for the 
barharous murder of tlie 11th September, from the Prince 
of SatsTima, by wlioso retainers that deed was per- 
petrated. ****** *^ 

** A naval force ^vill be directed to proceed to a port 
appertaining; to the Prince of Satsuma, where will be 
demanded from him : — 

**1. — The immediate trial and capital execution, in 
presence of one or more of her ]\Iajesty's naval officers, 
of the chief perpetrators of the murder of Mr. RicHARnS'.>K, 
and of the murderous assault upon the lady and gentle- 
men who accompanied him. 

** 2.— Tlie payment of .£'25,000 sterling, to be distri- 
buted to the relatives of the murdered man and to those 
who escaped the swords of the assassins on that 



occasion." 



As a matter of course the twenty daj's spoken of in the 
letter expanded into many weeks. One excuse after 
another was made, and the gi*eat desire of the British 
Government to see the matter settled without any 
fighting induced Colonel Neale to listen again and again 
to their appeals for extension of time. 

The Tycoon arrived in Kioto on the 2l8t April and 
took up his residence at Nijo, his own castle, but which 
had not been inhabited by any of his predecessors smce 
it had been occupied by Iyemitz* two hundred and thiiiiy 
years before. 

The excitement in Kioto became intense , and extended 
to Yokohama. In the latter, the fact of the letter ha\*ing 
been sent to the Government becoming known to the 
natives, and a day fixed for an answer, which, if unfavom-- 
able was to be the signal for war, acted on their fears to 
such an extent that many left the settlement. It would 
appear that the Governor of Kanagawa was appealed to, 
to know what they should do ; and he, instead of trying 
to allay the excitement, told them they might either go 
or stay, as they liked. The easily tightened people, 
thought they would be on the safe side, and the native 
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town was half deserted. It was even difficult for for- 
oi<j;nors to keep their Japanese seiTants ; of whom 
probably not one fouiih remahied. 

Throughout all these exciting times, the U S. Minister 
had quietly resided in Yedo, little interestmg himself 
with the troubles of his diplomatic coH/nrcH ; but liow he 
was to have a gentle reminder that he was a foreigner, 
and as such, as much the object of popular dislike as 
others. The Government, for some time tried every 
device and used every persuasive argument they could 
think of, to induce him to leave Yedo, and reside in 
Yokohama. But he was deaf to their entreaties. The 
consequence was, that on the 24th May, his legation was 
set on fire and burnt to the ground. He only had time 
to save the legation archives ; and lost, of his own private 
property, to the value of $10,000. Adjoining the re- 
sidence was the lai*ge temple of Jen-pu-ku-ji, which, 
escaping the flames, was availed of by Mr. Pruyn as 
a temporary residence. On the 31st of the month, as he 
sat at dinner, an officer ran in to warn him that he 
must leave at once, as his life was in danger; and under 
the alaiTQ of this intelligence he went on board a ship in 
the harbour and left for Yokohama forthwith. 

And now, having got rid of the United States Minister 
from Y'edo, they had yet one other object to accomplish, 
wliich was to get the IJ. S. Consul and the missionaries 
who had resided in Kanagawa ever since the opening of 
the i)ort, to remove to Yokohama. This they effected by 
a similar ruse to that they had jJayed on the minister, and 
they were received on board the U. S. S. Wyoming 
initil they could procure suitable dwellings in the 
settlement. Originally tlie English Consul resided at 
Kanagawa ; but it was found to be inconvenient, and he 
had removed to Yokohama long before this. 

It is quite evident that the Japanese were bringing all 
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the eflforts of their inp;enioiis minds to bear, to carry out 

the ordors from Kioto. 

** I)uriii<^' this tiim*/' says the KitiHr Shiriakn, "the 
Coiiii; delil)erat(Ml daily upon the exi)iilBi()n of the bar- 
barians, and Ihially sent the pi-ince of Mrro down to Yedo, 
to superintend the closing; of th(^ poi-ts. All the maiitimo 
princes were sent home to their respective provinces to 
make preparations for war." 

The ^likado now fixed the 25th of Junt^ as the date 
for the expulsion of foreip:ners, and Httotsubashi Chiu- 
naf];on was sent down to Yedo to assist the prince of Mito 
in closing the ports. 

On the same day that the United States' Minister had 
been so adroitly removed from Yedo, the Governor of 
Kanagawa notified the Consuls of all the treaty powers 
that the ronins had so multiplied in Yedo and the 
vicinity, that not only the Tokaido was unsafe but 
l^'okohama also. Under these circumstances the Govern- 
ment was taking every precaution ; additional guards 
commanded l)y trusty hatamotos would be placed round 
thQ settlement, and it was even proposed to post a strong 
detachment of them on the eastern hatoba. 

The whole tale seemed to the foreigners a mere 
attempt to enclose them in a net from which they could 
not escape, as a preliminary to their total expulsion. 
Outside the settlement they allowed the Japanese 
authorities to do as they thought proper, but the placuig 
men on the hatoba they would not consent to for a 
moment. Thus, if the object of the Government really 
was to entrap foreigners, it failed. 

The delays, one after another, that occuiTed through 
the absence of the Tycoon from Yedo, may not have 
been his fault. He made repeated applications to the 
Mikado for permission to leave Kioto, pointing out in 
the most urgent manner the necessity of giving aii 
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answer to the British demands, hut his requests were not 
granted. 

The negotiations, however, were not allowed to 

sluinl)er, and at length the Japanese Government pro- 
mised to pay the indemnity and penalty demanded of it, 
£110,000, in weekly instalments of £10,000; leaving the 
demand on the Prince of Satsuma to he settled hj' that 
chief as a sei)arate aflfair. But even now all was not to 
go smoothly, as the following extract, which I give 
at length from the Japan Jlvrahl^ will show. 

**0n the afternoon of Saturday (20th) a meeting of 
Ikitish residents was convened at the Consulate hy Dr. 
Winchester H. B. M/s Consul, who remarked that ho 
had ahstamed, since the meeting he had convened ahout 
ten M'ceks since, from assemhling those imder his jmisdic- 
tion together for the i)mi)ose of communicating to them 
the course of events, for so many had l)een the changes 
in the aspect of things tliat his doing so could only have 
had the effect of uselessly exciting or dei)ressing then* 
hopes of a peaceful and satisfactory issue from the 
present difficulties ; indeed there appeared the less 
occasion for his doing so hecause, so far as the most 
solemn written ohligations could afford any indication, 
the peaceful settlement of affairs might have heen 
reasonahly anticipated. At the last moment, however, 
this singular people had repudiated these ohligations. 

** He then read the foUowhig despatcli received hy 
him from H. B. M.'s Charge d' Affaires. 

Yokohama, ^Oth June, 1803. 

' Sir, — I have to instruct you to adopt as early as 
possihle, such measures as may l)e most effectual to 
make known to the 13ritish community and to ,yoin' 
colleagues the Consuls of Foreign States the ])resent 
situation of affairs in regard to the subject of the British 
di-mands upon the Japancise (xovernment. 

* The patience and moderation which I have exercised 
in niv (communications with the Tvccxm's Government, in 
the earnest desire of l)ringing al)out a peaceful settlement 
f>f the avowedly just demands for reparation prefernnl I)y 
Her Majesty's Government, are well known, and suf- 
ficiently manifest. 
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'At thn moflt recent date, (the 18th instant) these 
objects wliich I had in view were on the very eve of being 
happily accomplislied. 

* The Japanese Goveniment, tlu'ou^h its Envoys, hail, 
after innmnerable difficnlties, solemnly and unreservedly 
entered into a ^^Titten en<:ja<j;enient with me to pay the 
pecuniary demands at shoii; specified inten'als, the first 
payment to have been made on the date above refemnl 
to. 

' That day has l)een reached and is passed, and the 
Japanese Jlinisters have Jlagrantly, unequivocally ami 
desij^nedly, broken their faith. 

*ln the mo^t mijnstifialdc and audacious manner, the 
Tycoon's Government now seeks to re-open negociatious 
previous to accomplishing their solemn assent to the 
settlement of th(^ pecuniary portion of the demands, and 
openly declare their intention to withhold all payments ; 
thus most c^ffectually extinguishing all remaining faith 
in even their most solemn engagements. 

* As Her Majesty's Kepresentative I have now therefore 
to declare that the utmost limits of my patience (con- 
sistently exerted and dh-ected to exact the reparation 
sought, by peaceful means, and which I had good reason 
to hope ha(l been successfully exeiied) is now exliausted. 

* Her Majesty's subjects and your colleagues the Consuls 
of Foreign States have, during a period of ten weeks, 
at intervals been mfonned that the adoption of coercive 
measures was an impending contingency, though the 
probability or otherwise of their occurence was alternately 
stronger or feebler as matters progressed. On my paii; 
I have not failed urgently to advise through 3'ourself 
Ih'itish sul)jects and the Foreign commmiity generally to 
be prepared for the worst and most regrettable emergeuey 
which could arise, namely, the necessity which might 
present itself (with a view to tli«^ security of their pei*sons 
and property) of abandoning the open Poi-ts, while the 
Vice-Admiral Commanding-in-Chief has as often and as 
consistently declared his inability to hold, militarily, the 
settlement, if coercive measures were actually resoi-ted to 
effectually to enforce compliance with the demands. 

*So loug as a chance of honest though tardy action 
could b(' anticipated on the pai*t of the Japanese Govern- 
ment, I have scrupulously deferred initiating any hos- 
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tilities by an appeal to force; but I now feel myself 
iir<^ontly called upon to leave the adoption of the only 
measures which the Rulers of this country would appear 
to understand or appreciate, — namely, those of coercion, 
— to the Admiral, into whose hands I will this day 
consign the solution of affaii's. 

'Thus, within a very shoi-t period, the policy of 
expediency, invariably adopted by the Japanese Govern- 
ment, may possibly lead them to repair their broken 
faith, by the actual payment of the indemnities, and a 
more peaceful aspect of affairs may again present itself ; 
— or, on the other hand, the Admiral may have deemed 
it advisable to profit l)y the circumstances to carry out 
some of the operations he may decide upon. 

* Thus, also, Her Majesty's subjects and your collea- 
;^ues will judge of the measures they may individually 
(leini it practicable and expedient to adopt under all the 
circmnstances here most unreservedly and explicitly set 
foi-th. 

* I need hardly add that I shall not fail immediately to 
concei-t with Admiral Kupku and Admiral Juarkz (whose 
frank and cordially proffered co-operation 1 am assiu'ed 
of), respecting such temporary measures for the safe- 
giuird of the community in this emergency, as may be 
practicable. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Edwd. St. John Neale. 
To Charles A. Winchester, Esq., 
<fec., &c., &c." 

" H. B. M.'s Consul then read some notes of an inter- 
view which had been held between the Governor of Kana- 
^awa and some of the Foreign Consuls on the 2()th inst., 
whicli had been kindly foi'^Narded to him by a colleague. 
By this it appeared that the Governor stated that on the 
night of the 18th he had received commands not to pay 
the money the next day, but that Ogasawara would come 
down on the 22nd ; that be had received a letter from the 
Tycoon commanding him not to pay the money, because 
it was impossil)le for the Gorojiu to communicate with 
nni<*erK of inferior rank. The Tycoon had every inten- 
tion to pay the nuniey, but if li(^ did so lie would lose his 
life. The Tycoon was the friend, and the Mikado the 
enemy, of foreigners ; the latter had forbidden the Tycoon 
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to pay, and the former had heen compelled to obey, or 
lose his position. The Governor did not think that the 
money woukl be paid, for the rmnour of such an inten- 
tion had spread through the country, and the ronins and 
other bad people said — ' Why pay the monej^ to these 
poor fools — to these bad foreif];ners ? ' The opinion of 
^he Tycoon's j]jovemment was that the money ought to 
be paid ; and the proof of this was that when the ultima- 
tum was sent to Yedo (m the Gth April, the Tycoon, who 
was still there, ordered the Governor to pa}' it. On his 
way to Miako the Tycoon had received a commimicatiou 
from his spu-itual superior which had made him reflect. 
Subsequently a great many things had occui-red at Miako. 
The Governor had done nothing ; therefore, he hoped the 
Admiral would do nothing. 

** On the evening of Smiday (the 21st) another meeting 
of the British Residents was held at the residence of 
H. B. M.'s Consul, when the following despatch was 
read. 

** Kuryalus *' at Yokohama^ 
2l8t June, 1863. 

'Sir, — Her Majesty's Charge d' Affaires has placed in 
my hands the 8oluti(m of the questions at issue between 
the Japanese Government and that of Her Majesty, in 
consequence of all peaceful and diplomatic negociatious 
having failed to bring the Government of the Tycoon to 
a due sense of its ol)ligationR. 

* The instructi(ms under which in this contingency, it 
will now be niv duty to act, will necessarilv involve 
coercive measures to be imdertaken by the naval force 
under my command ; and as such measures will prol)ably 
lead to action on the pai*t of the Japanese, which woidd 
endanger the safety not against British subjects but also 
of all Foreign residents iu Japan, I have to request you 
will forthwith communicate the circumstance to all 
British subjects, and to the Consuls of Foreign Powers, 
with a view to their immediately adopting such steps as 
they may think desirable for tlie security of their jHU'sons 
and propei-ty, the force at my disposal being inadequate 
for the efficient protection of Yokohama, whilst earryius; 
out the instructions of Her Mjijt^stv's Government in 
other parts of Japan. 

* In order that the community may have sufficient time 
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to make arrangements for their personal security, I desire 
you will inform tlii'in that, imless eallcfl u})on l)y any 
initiatives act of hostihty on the part of the Japanese, to 
maintain the dignity of the l^ritish Hag, 1 shall not take 
any hostile step until the expiration of eight days from 
this date, inclusive. 

* I have also to acquaint you that all the precautionar}' 
measures adopted some weeks since for the speedy relief 
of the Foreign community in the event of any sudden 
attack or disturbance, will be continued during the 
interval mentioned and subsecpiently, if possil)le, with the 
same vigilance as hithei-to ; and such additional assistance 
rendered as will be consistent with the duty of preserving 
the efficiency of Her Majesty's ships. 

* Under the existing state of affairs, and the great 
probability of approaching strife and tunnoil, I think it 
necessary to recommend most strongly that all those of 
the community who have wives and families at Yoko- 
hama, should take the earliest opportunity of removing 
them, at any rate fi*om the scene of danger, should they 
themselves determine upon awaiting the issue of events. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) Augustus L. Kuper, 

Vice Admiral and 
Com ma nder-in-Chief, 

7o CiLuiLES A. WiNcm=:sTER, Esq., 
&c., &c., &c." 

'* In this position matters remained till the evening of 
the 28rd June. 

** It may be as well before proceeding further to state 
tliat immediately upon the despatches of Colonel Neale 
jind Admiral Kuper being communicated to them, the 
most vigorous and heaiiy cooperation was offered by the 
French authorities, the Admiral, Juarez, expressing his 
detennination to hold the settlement to the last 
extremity. 

**0n the al)ove day, about noon, rumours arose of a 
character to have a somewhat reassuring effect, and 
towards night those behind the scenes had a strong 
inkling that the money was about to be posted. And so 
it proved. The Japanese Governors, shut out by the 
position into whicli the persistence of their Government 
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in a course of procrastination had driven matters, from 
direct communication with the British Charge d'Affairos, 
at midnifi^lit 28-24 sought and obtained an interview with 
the French Minister, and informed liim that they were 
ready to pay the money. This was at once communicated 
to the British authorities, and at one o'clock H. B. M.'s 
Chai*<T:e d' Affaires communicated to them, in answer 
to their request to him to receive it, that as the 
Japanese Goveiiiment had allowed things to go to such 
extremity, the foimer arrangement, for the payment in 
instalments, would not now be acted on, but that if thov 
hoped the money to be received the whole amount of 
i- 110,000 must bo paid doAvn in full in 440,000 good 
Mexican dollars, at seven o'clock. At early dawn of the 
morning tlie cry of the coolies resounded through the 
streets as they dragged their heavy burthens from the 
treasurv to the legation. 

" On Wednesday morning, too, a document arrived 
from the Japanese Ministers of Foreign Affaii-s to 
the Ministers of Foreign Powells, infonning them 
that they had been charged by the Tycoon, now at 
Miako, with the carrying out the instructions of the 
Mikado, that the ports sliould l)e closed and foreigners 
put away fi'om Japan ; and that they were willing to 
enter into negociations upon tlie subject. As may be 
supposed the only notice which was taken of it was au 
indignant protest from all the ministers, and a i^romise 
to convey the subject matter of the communication to their 
respective governments. 

**H. B. M.*s Charge d'Affaires caused a circular to be 
issued to the efiect that, as the penalties are now in 
com'se of actual satisfaction, the negociations relative t^) 
the remaining poi-tion of the instructiims revei-t to the 
position which existed anterior to the 2()th of June, and 
will be pm-sued with the same fixed determination as 
heretofore. 

**H. B. M.'s Charge d'Aflairos in tlu^ same circular 
acknowledged the prudence and^;(■!f-(•(^nlrol which charac- 
terised the relations of the l^ritisli community with the 
Japanese since the commencement of these negociations. 

** As we now write, business and the wonted amomit of 
comfort and sense of secm'ity are rapidly si)ringing up, 
and but for the Fleet still in our harbour, and an 
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additional sprinkling of naval and military uniforms in 
our streets, there is but little to indicate that so 
momentous a cloud is but just passing over Japan." 

But actually whilst all this was being thus satisfactorily 
arranged at Yokohama, fresh troubles were in prepara- 
tion. Any reader of all these facts must see the extreme 
difficulties that both the Foreign and Japanese Ministers 
had to encounter. It is easy to say now-a-days that all 
arose from the Tycoon having assumed a power, in enter- 
ing into treaties, that he did not possess. Up to the time 
the treaties were made his power had been absolute. But 
as I have shown elsewhere, quoting the circular upon the 
subject issued by him in August 1858, he did appeal to 
the Mikado. The words are in the circular: — '* It was 
impoBsihU for us to comply with this (the demand of the 
United States for a Treaty) without consultation with the 
Mikado.*' — ** The Mikado, on hearing of this was much 
troubled." And the Imperial reply was that *' if it was 
necessary to conclude any treaties, the Tycoon must make 
exceptions in favour of the neighbourhood of Miako, and 
that Hiogo in Setzu should be left out if jMssibk.'' The 
Mikado also said : — ** You have thought it well to open 

• 

the port to Foreigners, but you did not confiider that 
Foreigners would entangle you with difficulties. We would 
know your opinion in this respect." This was conveyed 
to the Tycoon in April 1858, long before any real dif- 
ficulties could have arisen, except from within ; and when 
none but the American Minister, Mr. Harris, was in the 
country ; certainly before any one of any other na- 
tionality could have given cause for complaint. 

The language of the Mikado recognises clearly, as it 
seoms to me, that the power was vested in the Tycoon. 

Of course the foreign representatives could only act on 
the lights they possessed. Had the Japanese Govern- 
ment, from the first, acted in an 'open straight-forward 
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manner, such as has been the case with all other na- 
tionahties with whom relations have been opened, they 
would not have been subjected to such suspicions and 
doubts as they were. But being themselves suspicious 
of everybody — as indeed the Japanese continue as a 
nation to be to this day — they made it their study how to 
deceive and mislead their new friends. So it was that 
every move they made was deemed to have an ulterior 
object, and, rightly or wrongly, they were distrusted. 

Now, after the payment of the $440,000 in the manner 
described, it must have been rather startling for each of 
the foreign representatives to receive a dispatch, of which 
this is Mr. Satow's translation : — 

" I communicate with you by a dispatch. 

** The orders of the Tycoon, received from Kioto, are to 
the efft'ct tliat the poi-ta are to be closed and the foreigners 
driven out, because the people of the coimtry do not 
desire intercourse with foreign countries. The discussion 
of this has been entirely entrusted to me by His Majesty. 
I therefore send vou this communication first, before 
holding a conference respecting the details. 

** Respectful and humble communication. 

(24th Jime, 1868). 

(Signed) Ooasawara DzusHo-NO-KAm." 

The answers of all the representatives were couched 

in similar terms to that of Colonel Nealb. The 

incident is of such surpassing importance that I give 

rerhntim the reply of the English Charge d' Affaires. It 

is dated the very day of receiving the letter, and the 

day following that on which the money had been paid. 

** The undersigned, her Britannic Majesty's Charge 
d'Affaires, has received, in common with his colleagues, 
and with extreme amazement, the extraordinarv an- 
nouneenient, which, under instructions from his Majej^ty 
the Tycoon, his Excellency has addressed to him. 

** Apart from the audacious nature of this annoimce- 
ment, which is imaccompanied by any explanation 
wliatever, the undersigned is bound to believe that 
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both the spiritual and temporal sovereigns of this 
empire, are totally ignorant of the disastrous conse- 
quences that must arise to Japan by their determination 
thus conveyed through you to close the opened ports, and 
to remove therefrom the subjects of the treaty powers. 

** For himself, as representative of her Britannic 
Majesty, the undersigned has to observ^e, in the first 
instance, that the rulers of this country may still have 
it in their power to modify and soften the severe and 
irresistible measures which will, without the least doubt, 
be adopted by Great Britain, most eflfectually to maintain 
and enforce its treaty obligations with this country, and, 
more than this, to place them on a far more satisfactory 
and solid footing than heretofore, by speedily making 
known and developing any rational and acceptable plans 
directed to this end, which may be at present concealed 
by his Majesty the Tycoon or by the Mikado, or both, to 
the great and imminent peril of Japan. 

** It is therefore the duty of the undersigned solemnly 
to warn the rulers of this country that when the decision 
of her Majesty's Government, consequent upon the 
receipt of your Excellency's announcement, sliall have 
in due course been taken, the development of all ulterior 
determinations now kept back will be of no avail. 

*' The undersigned in the meanwhile has to inform 
your Excellency, with a \4ew that you may bring the 
same to the knowledge of his Majesty the Tycoon, who 
will doubtless make the same known to the Mikado, that 
the indiscreet communication now made through your 
Excellency is tmparalleled in the history of all nations, 
civilized or uncivilized ; that it is, in fact, a declaration 
of war by Japan itself against the whole of the treaty 
powers, and the consequences of which, if not at once 
arrested, it will have speedily to expiate by the severest 
and most merited chastisement. 

With respect and consideration. 

(Signed) Edward St. John Neale." 

OoASAWARA was, as my readers will have perceived, a 

member of the Gorojiu, and no one knew better than 

himself the absurdity of sending this letter to the 

foreign representatives. But he was compelled to 

forward it by the positive orders received from Kioto. 
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Observe its date, the 21tli of June. The 25th was the 
day appointed for the actual expulsion of tlie barbarians. 
The Tycoon was ohlinred to send this order to Yedo, 
though he knew how useless it was. In veiT truth, the 
Mikado was a prince upon whom these affairs of state 
were suddenly enforced; and he naturally listened to 
those who flattered him and urged him to assume his 
proper status in the empire — ** Be a niler in fact as well 
as in name. Judge the acts of your vice-gerent, and 
compel him to obey your infallible decrees." Ignorant 
of everything connected with the outer world, (as all the 
Japanese were, but he especially), and prejudiced as all 
ignorant people are, it is not to be wondered at that he 
allowed himself to be made an instrument in the hands 
of the bold and energetic spirits who professed to be 
maintaining his cause. Yet it must be observed, even 
with all the influences brought to bear upon him, that 
he always gave his orders to the Tycoon — to no one 
else. He said to him — ** Do !'* and left him to find the 
means of obeying the command. Even when it was 
proposed to him to 2)lace himself at the head of an army 
to drive out the strangers, after consenting, he withdrew 
and left it to the Tycoon. Fm-ther, it must be remarked 
— for it is most remarkable — that notwithstanding all the 
opposition that was made to the Tycoon and his Govern- 
ment, there was not one who did not yield to his judgment 
if sentenced to punishment; obey, at least outwardly, 
his behests, when ordered to fulfil any particular duty ; 
and speak of him with the respect usually only reserved 
for a sovereign, in any public verbal or written com- 
munications. And if any will speak of the Tycoon as a 
mere puppet, I ask him to observe the importance 
attached to his personal visit to Kioto ; the impossibility 
of properly carrying on the Government at Yedo with- 
out him ; and the weight attached by the Mikado to the 
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personal presence of Iyemochi, boy as he was (17 years 
of age), at his side at the metropolis. The best proof 
that if a Tycoon was a mere puppet, it was his own 
fault, is the respect with which the more active ones 
who made their power felt, are ever spoken of in history 
and by their countrymen. Doubtless sloth and luxury 
had crept in during some of the later reigns ; but 
Iyemochi, the last but one of his dynasty, and Yoshi-nobu 
(IIiTOTsuBASHi) his succcssor, and the last of that regime, 
can hardly have been such non-entities as some attempt 
to describe them. 

Adhering now as nearly as possible to dates, on the 3rd 
July, Colonel Neale received the following apology, 
which closed the Tokaido episode so far as the Govern- 
ment was concerned. 

** The Japanese Ministers to Lieut Colonel Neale. 

*' We communicate with you by a dispatch. 

** Last year, at the British Legation in Yedo, a wicked 
and murderous act took place. Again, on the Tokaido, a 
British subject was murdered. Such unfortunate affairs 
w^ere for us highly to be regretted. Thus we hope that 
affairs likely to break off the intercourse between the two 
countries may not again arise. 

" We desire to inform vou thus much. 

** liespectful and humble communication." 

(July 3, 1863.) 

(Signed) Matsudaira Buzen-no-Kami. 

Inouy'e Kawachi-no-Kami. 
Ogasawara Dzusho-no-Kami. 

The different sentiments expressed in this apology 
written on the 3rd July and in the communication of the 
24th June, are enough to show the confusion in the 
Councils of the Empire. 

On the following day (4th July) Ane-no-Koji who had 
been associated with Sanjo in the mission from the 
Mikado to the Tycoon at the end of the year 1862, was 
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assassinatQd in Kioto — by whom, the why and the where 
fore, are mere matter of conjecture., 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

MORE EXCITEMENT. — THE CHOSHID PORTS AND STEAMERS 
FIRE UPON FOREIGN VESSELS IN THE STRAITS OF SIMONOSEKI. 
DETAILS OF REPRISALS BY THE FRENCH, DUTCH AND AMEBIOAM 
MEN-OF-WAR. — THE JAPANESE NAVY IN THE YBAE 1868. 

It seems that before we come to the stirring tale of 
the settlement of the affair still outstanding between 
Satsuma and Great Britain, we are to be detained awhile 
ydih other matters, not one whit less exciting. 

While affairs in Yedo and Yokohama were in the 
unsettled condition we have described — in Yedo the public 
I)laces being covered with addresses, canarda and re- 
monstrances of a most inflammatory character ; and in 
Yokohama the number of Government guards being 
nearly trebled ; — news came from a distant quarter, of 
more outrages, calling for immediate retribution. 

On the 8rd July it became generally known that the 
American Minister had received intimation from the 
Japanese Goveniment by a messenger from Yedo, that a 
merchant-steamer bearing the American flag had been 
fired into by either one or two Japanese armed vessels 
near the Western Straits of the Inland sea. 
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" The Pembroke was at anchor for the night near 
the straits at the entrance of the western end of the 
Inland 8ea. She passed a Japanese barque, European 
built, at about 2 p.m. in the day. She was weD arme<l, 
full of men, with no ensign set. The Pembroke had 
an American ensign flying. After the Pembroke an- 
chored, and at about four o'clock, the bark came down 
with a fair wind with the Japanese man-of-war ensign 
flying. She passed the Pembroke and anchored between 
her and the straits about a quarter of a mile off. 
When she was approaching a gun was fired from a bluff 
about 4 miles off, and the signal was repeated all along 
the coast. Nothing occurred in the evening, but ap- 
parently after dark the bark warped up, and got springs 
on her cable, for when she opened fire she was nearer 
and was broadside on to the wind. 

" She commenced firing on the Pembroke at a 
quarter before one a.m. It was dark but she could see 
plainly by the flashes of lightning which were frequent. 
After she had fired about a dozen shots one of which cut 
away the topmast backstay, and all passed close to the 
vessel, a bri^, recognised as the Lanrick, suddenly 
appeared commg from the windward, and x)asBed about 
40 yards from the Pembroke and dropped anchor 
close to the barque. 

'* Both then fired as rapidly as they could load and 
discharge, but the Pembroke by that time had got 
steam up and ran out of fire escaping to sea through the 
Bungo Channel, a pass seldom used by foreign vessels. 
The Japanese Pilot tried to escape, but was detained 
by force. During the attack a great many lights were 
visible in motion on shore, and the nois6 of manning 
boats distinctly distinguishable. When the Lanrick 
passed the Pembroke a terrific yell was raised from 
both vessels, but they fortunately did not fire — probably 
because they were not ready ; if they had the steamer 
would have been destroyed, as she was only about 
100 or 120 feet off. 

** The Pembroke's guns were lashed, and no attempt 
was made to use them, every one on board being busily 
engaged in aiding to get under weigh." 

The whole attention of foreigners was now diverted 
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to the Inland sea; for the assault upon the little 

merchant steamer Pembroke was immediately followed 

by similar ones on a French despatch boat, the Kien- 

chang, and on H. N. M. S. Medusa. 

" Scarcely had the intelligence of the assault upon the 
American merchant ship Pembroke become generally 
known, and the United States Frigate ** Wyoming" left 
harbour in search of the piratical vessels and for the scene 
of attack, than a repoi-t began to spread, traceable however 
to no authentic source, that His Imperial Majesty's Ship 
** Kienchang ** fi*om Yokohama bound for Shanghai via 
Nagasaki, and carrying a general mail, had aJso been 
fired into in the same pass. This report, on the arrival 
of the Hellespont proved to have been well founded, 
for she brought intelligence that the Kienchang arrived 
in Nagasaki on the 10th, reporting that on the previous 
da}', when passing through the Western entrance of the 
Inland (or Suwonada) sea, she was fired into by Japanese 
vessels, and by the forts on the Northern side, i.e. in the 
province of Nagato, commonly called Choshiu, the 
territory of Matz-daira Daizen-no-Daibu, Jiu-sii-no-Chiu- 
jio, (Mowori). She was reported to have suffered con- 
siderable damage, which, however, fortunately does not 
prove to be the case. 

**The ^'Hellespont" reporting that H.N.M.'s "Medusa" 
had left Nagasaki on the 9th bound for this by the Inland 
sea route, her amval was looked for with some anxiety. 
On coming into port it soon became known that 
she too had been made to run the gaimtlet of a 
heavy fire in the same passage. Every minute item of 
the details of present occurrences must be interesting 
and may have its use, we therefore give the account of 
this affair as furnished by the Netherlands Consul- 
general, D. DE Graeff von Polesbroek, Esq., who was a 
passenger on board, without cm-tailment : — 

"With a view to avoid the inaccuracies generally 
attendant upon reports of active hostilities, I have the 
honor to acquaint your Excellencies with the particulars 
of the encounter which the Netherlands steam Corvette 
Medusa was compelled to sustain with the batteries 
and two Japanese ships in passing through the Straits of 
Shimonosekiy the Western entrance to the Interior Sea. 

VOL. I z 
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" Having left the Bay of Nagasaki on the 9th Jnly we 
met, near the entrance, the French ship Kienchang, 
on Mail service under connnand of Capt. Lafont, who 
had the kindness to come on hoard us with our despatches, 
giving also his repoi*t for the Admiral commanding the 
Naval division in China. He informed iis that the 
hatteries in the sti'aits of Shimonoseki and two European 
huilt ships having the Japanese Hag had the audacity to 
open lire against his steamer upon which was hoisted the 
French Hag. 

** The commander of the Medusa, hefore leaving Naga- 
saki, having decided to proceed to Yokohama hy the 
Inland sr;i, liad taken a Japanese pilot fi'om the Governor 
of Nagasaki, and he started immediately with all sails 
and steam in the direction of the Straits, where we 
anived on the 11th July at seven o'clock in the morning. 
When we came in sight two cannon shot w-ere fired from 
a battery and afterwards eight others from a brig of war. 

** As we were not aware of any damage being done by 
the balls we believed that the cannon-shot was the signal 
between the Japanese for the arrival of any foreign ship. 
But all on board the Medusa was prepared for a combat, 
and the batteries on both sides were charged and manned, 
in readiness to fire when the first balls of the enemy 
should be directed towards us. 

** The greatest silence reigned on board, and no one 
believed that the Japanese would have the audacity to 
commit the least hostilities, when suddenly a battery of 
eight guns and those of two ships anchored before 
the towTi, having a flag blue and white (that of the 
Prince of Nagato) at her fore-royal-mast heiui, but no 
flag at the peak, opened fire of shell and ball of w^hich 
the direction was fortunately a little too high, or we 
should have had a perfect rain of iron. At this time we 
had arrived into the cross tire of all their land batteries. 

** All our pieces on the port side answered immediately, 
and owing to the shcn-t distance (cmly two or three ca])les 
at most), all the balls and shells cjuTied admi- 
rably on the great land })attery, and two of om* balls 
made considerable damage on the battery of one of the 
ships. 

**The order was given to advance as gently as possible, 
in order to have time to work the pieces well, and as the 
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starboard gave no work, every one was employed at the 
guns at the port side continuing the fii'e by sections of 
two together ; a fourth battery soon joined its thunder to 
that of tlie three others. To our great regret the 
ifedusa could not iipproach suflficiently near the 
sliips to sink them, or to take them by the board, there 
})eing a bank of sand between them and us, and the water 
bemg shallow. Exposed to so sharj) a cross fire from foiu: 
batteries, the Medusa was hulled by their shots, 
and received two shells which burst after having 
l)assed by the first board. The Commandant, seeing 
three men fall with one shot, horribly mutilated, and 
fearing fire caused by the shells, had to employ many 
men to extinguish the fire which had already ignited the 
])ulwarks and the engine room. The fire of the enemy 
from their gi-eat battery abated a little, which raised the 
8i:)iiits of our men, of whom fom* had now fallen mortally 
wounded. 

** The fire from the ships slackening, we could now see 
that oiu* balls had seriously damaged then* pieces. The 
Medusa advanced slowly, filing shells and ball, and 
was, as she advanced through the Straits, exposed suc- 
cessively, to five other batteries of pieces of largo 
calibre, the correct firing of which caused the Com- 
mandant to fear for the boilers and machinery, 
without speaking of the danger of the rudder being 
damaged, in which case the con'ette must have been 
sank in a passage so narrow and difiicult. God saved us 
from this imminent danger; and i)assing the ninth 
batterv, which like the others was concealed behind the 
trees or protected by the rocks, we came into the Inland 
sea, having passed one hour and a half in passing the 
Straits where we had to support a continual fii'e of balls 
and shells. 

**It is wonderful that we lost four men only, and five 
woundi:d, of whom two are still in a dangerous condition, 
bting wounded by some pieces of shell in the head. 
Above all when we consider the height of the ship out of 
tht» water and the little damage done by the enemy to the 
hull it looks like a miracle. Of tho 21 shots which struck 
the Mi'dusa, 17 were balls of 24 and shells of 16 c. 
passed l)y thu one board ; of these projectiles three had 
exploded — one in the battery, another in the engineers' 
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room, a third on the deck, whilst the others passed 
through the long-hoat, the cutter, the funnel and many 
other places on deck, where I was nearly killed myself by 
the same ball that killed a chief gunner ; and at the same 
time the Commandant and a midshipman were slightly 
woimded by splinters. All the officers in the batteries 
and on the deck at their respective places directed the 
fire with perfect calmness, and considering that for the 
most part the seamen were for the first time called upon 
to vindicate the honor of their flag mider so many chances 
of death, and they continued the fire so briskly, notwith- 
standing that they were obliged to change the direction of 
the gims at every moment, we cannot refuse to them a 
well deserved admiration, or to acknowledge the excellent 
discipline on board this ship.'* 

All who read this account and are acquainted with 
the scene of action, or who only even identify it upon the 
charts, will be ready to add, to the Netherlands Consul- 
general's well deserved meed of praise to the seamen, 
acknowledgements of the intrepidity of the Commander 
of the Medusa in facing the threatened assault in des- 
pite the notice he had received from the Commander of 
the ** Kienchang " of the reception he might expect to 
meet with. He worthily vindicated the honour of his flag, 
gallantly, unswervingly, pursuing his intended route, sim- 
ply reducing his speed to the slowest possible progression, 
in order to have a better chance to return the compliment 
of his assailants, who seem, (to use Mr. Polesbroek's 
exin-ession) to have rained ** a perfect shower of iron" 
about his ears. 

IJut I do not think that, looking at all the circum- 
stances of the case, opinions will be unanimous, in 
respect of the right of any foreign vessel to pass through 
the straits ; or as to the propriety of the Medusa disregard- 
ing the warning of the Kienchang, and courting a danger, 
about which there could be no uncei-taiuty. 

The Medusa brought particulars of the affair of 
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the Kienchang somewhat fuller than those reported 
above. It appears that on the morning of the 8th, 
as early as about four o'clock, two officers went on 
board, professedly to make enquiries as to where the 
ship was from, whither bound, &c., but left without 
making any objection to her proceeding, or other remark. 
Two hours after, some shots were fired from the batteries, 
but as they did not approach the ship they were supposed 
by those on board only to have been fired in some target 
practice, and did not excite much attention. The 
Kienchang passed on, but as she passed the second fort 
a steady fire was directed towards her, passing however 
over the ship. The imperial French flag was then fljnuig. 
Captain Lafont, intenduig to send on shore to ask what 
was the intention of this act, a small boat was being 
lowered for the pmi)08e, but before she was manned she 
was struck by a shot and sank. She passed on, 
receiving the fire of all the forts, and having passed 
about one fom*th of the distance through the channel, 
observed two armed vessels, a saiUng corvette and a 
brig, lea>ing a creek or small bay. They both began to 
attack. The brig before commencing to fii'e partly 
hoisted the Japanese Imperial flag, but hauled it down 
again before it was fully hoisted. The cor\'ette, however, 
hoisted it and kept it up during the whole time of the 
assault. The Kienchang was enabled to escape the fire of a 
great number of the gims on the northern side by taking 
a channel hitherto unknown to European vessels, through 
which she was conducted by the native pilot, who had 
fortunately been detained, though only by dint of 
threats, on board. 

And now let us see the steps taken by the American 
and French senior naval officers to punish the msults to 
their respective national flags. Thus is it recorded in 
the Japan Herald : — 
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" As wc havo said the Wyoming left here on the morn- 
ing of the IBth for the scene of the attack upon the 
Pembroke. H. I. M.'s Tanerede had steam up, and was 
off for the same spot within a few hours after the news 
of the Kienchang affair reached here ; and Admiral 
Ja'tkes left on Thursday in the Semiramis for the same 
port. So that without speculating at length far into the 
future, for which we have not now either tune, inclinatiou 
or si)ace, w(» may make i)retty sure that even at the time 
wc now write, the daimio ^[owori (and let us hope, 
throu^di him. some of his haughty neighbours an<l 
comi)ecrs), have l)eon taught that even their very 
strongest positions will not command immunity from 
l)unishment for such acts, — acts only to be accounted for 
by the supposition of their complete ignorance of the 
might of those nations whose tiags are thus insulted and 
whose power is thus defied.'* 

** The Wyoming arrived this morning. We compile the 
foUowmg account from information kindly supplied to 
us by E. S. Benson, Esq., who was a passenger in the 
coiTctte. 

** Arriving at the straits of Shimcmoseki on the ICtb, 
immediately on passing the entrance she received the 
fire of a battery of three guns. The corvette had not 
then borne her flag, it was now hoisted; immediately an- 
other battery opened fire, three vessels, viz. a steamer, 
(the Lancefield), a l)arque (which we suppose to be the 
Armistice), and a l)rig (the Lanrick) all flying the 
Japanese flag at the i:«\ak and Mowori's at the main, 
came in sight, lying close ruder th(^ noii:heni shore. 
The cor^'ett(* passed l)etween the vessels, the barque and 
brig on th(^ one side, that next to the forts, and the 
steamer on the outside ; the batteries on the north side 
were all in full play. The barque opened fire with 
three broadsides oi irilbs., which was ])romptly acknow- 
ledged by the American, v.liich then ])assed on and 
received the fire of the brig's ;3"21bs, within fifty 3'ards 
range. She then passed the steamer at about 30 yards, 
from wdiich she received the iire of two small giuis, 
which she returned with lw() lolbs. The corvette then 
kept over towards the south shore. The Japanese steamer 
by this time had got np steam, and ran over to the 
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northern side close under the forts. During all this 
tiiuo the corvette was sustaining the fire of six batteries 
oi 8 or 4 guns each, and also of the brig and barque. 

''The con'ette then manoiuvred into position, and 
begiui her work m earnest. Her fine gnus seem to have 
been admirably worked, to have silenced considerable 
numbers of the shore gims, whilst a 10-inch shell well 
l)itched at the Lancefield, struck her amidships about 
two feet above water line : from the volumes of steam 
and smoke which were seen to follow it was not doubted 
that it had exploded her boilers. 

**The corvette added two or three more shells to this 
and left her apparently effectually destroyed. The brig, 
too, appeared to be much riddled, and to be already set- 
tling by the stem. 

'* The corvette came out close to the batteries, receiving 
tlu-ir fire throughout, which, however, appeared to be 
considerablv slackened. 

'* The corvette's casualties are — four killed ; and seven 
wounded, one since dead. She received eleven shots in 
her hull, 

*' The engagement lasted one hour and ten minutes." 

The account of the proceedings of the French, which 
I also take from the newspaper, was fiumished by Mr. 
Bi.EKMAN, Dutch interpreter to the French legation, who 
was on board the Semiramis officially. 

**I am authorised by Admiral Jaukks, Commander-in- 
Chief of the French Forces in China and Japan, to com- 
municate to you the following accoimt of the proceedings 
of H. I. M.'s Semiramis and Tancrede, and my 
own ixperienctH in the recent retaliatory visit of those 
^iiips to the Straits of Shimonoseki. 

** We left Yokohama on the morning of the 16th, and 
arrived in the? Bungo entrance to the Inland sea on the 
uioniing of Sunday the llith. We anchored in the 
elianuel and prepared for action. Early on the morning 
of Monday we ran under slow steam into the entrance of 
\\w Shimonoseki Channel, looking out for the batteries. 
"W hen about two miles from the Nagato side of the 
Chainiel we saw the flashes and smoke of two guns fired 
from the midst of the trees, and soon after made out K6- 
fu, the castle of Saki-no-siu:, a member of Matsudauu 
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Daizen-no-Daibu*8 family, and proceeding a little farther 
on, on the same i.e. northern or Naj]:ato side, a battery 
of live 25 lb. Runs. The Admiral decided upon the de- 
struction of this battery, and not of the castle. We then 
came to anchor about three quarters of a mile from the 
batteiy near the ^^llage of Tanoura, in the Province of 
Bouzen. When anchored it was found that the current put 
us stem on to the battery ; about half an hour was spent 
in putting;]; springs on our cable, and a hawser to a 
Japanese junk moored at some distance from us. During 
all this time the Japanese gunners remained at their 
guns, not even pointing them at us ; had they done so 
they might have raked us fore and aft; we therefore 
thought that the guns were'fixed in the one position, viz., 
pointed up the naiTowest part of the channel, but when 
we took the battery we foimd this not to be the case, 
the gims being perfectly mounted on good European 
fashioned carriages. When broadside on, the frigate 
fired a 601b. rifle ball which went right over the battery : 
the second carried right into the middle of the parapet, 
and sent eaithwork and stones, turf and sand-bags flying 
around in every direction. Still no answer was returned 
by the Japanese. We continued the bombardment till 
nearly eleven o'clock, sending in the shells every five 
minutes and making beautiful practice. I was then sent 
on shore in company with Mons. L'Abbe Girard to the 
town of Tanoura, to distribute the proclamation of 
Admiial Jaures, to the effect that the country people 
had nothing to fear on that side, that he had come only 
to punish the Prince of Nangato for having fired into a 
vessel under the French flag, and inviting them to send 
provisions on board against payment. 

"We found our way to the house of the Mayor without 
difficulty, not being molested in any way by the people, 
who crowded round us in great numbers, and we were 
received by this official with all honors and politeness ; he 
thanked us for the proclamation, and in our presence 
sent it by a messenger to the Prince of Bouzy.N. Dxuruig 
this trip on shore I had heard both the frigate and the 
Tancrede recommence their fire and on going on board I 
learned that the Admiral had ordered the Tancrede to 
run in towards Shimonoseki, and that when she came 
into the narrowest part of the passage the battery opened 
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fire upon her; our guns, however, soon silenced the 
batteiT. I saw one gun toppled over by a shell, and two 
or three Japanese gunners Ay into the air. The Tancrede 
was hit in three places, one shot went into her hull, one 
into the mizen top-mast, and one cut away the fore-top 
mast, which only stood there by the stays. At noon, 
after the men's dinner, the Admiral ordered a landing, 
and I had the good luck to be ordered to accompany 
Captain Duquilliot, the commander of the troops. We 
landed in all 250 men — 180 sailors and 70 Chasseurs of 
the 3rd battaillon d'Afrique. 

On nearing the shore to the right of the battery, 
protected from her by a projecting bluff, the boat's rifled 
gun sent a few shells into the bushes as a precaution, 
but nobody stin-ed. We landed in good order, and made in 
three divisions for the battery. After we had well entered 
into the bushes we were attacked by the Japanese in 
several isolated troops of three or four, some with rifles, 
some with swords, but most with old Brown Bess, of 
Dutch manufacture. These lay concealed, aiming at us 
as we approached. They were immediately chai'ged and 
bayoneted. Some few made a stand, but generally they 
took to immediate flight. I think there must have been 
about twenty killed this way. Passing through this 
brushwood we came upon the battery. It was quite 
deserted ; the parapet was all ploughed up by our shells ; 
one gun lay upset ; another had its truncheons knocked 
off and pools of blood in all directions. The dead had 
all been cai'ried away. In a hollow road behind the 
battery we found some clothes soaked with blood and 
some accoutrements. The guns having been spiked, 
the commandant ordered brushwood, mats, and all 
other inflammable materials to be placed imder the 
gun-carriages, which was then fired. The powder 
magazine was found outside the battery, in a very safe 
position in a hollow road; the powder and all the 
ammunition was thrown into the sea. While this was 
going on in the battury, Mr. Layrlb, Chef d'Etat Major 
of Admiral Jaures, advanced by the right of the battery 
(keeping up a continual fire with Japanese hid in the 
bushes), to a village called Aidaga-mome, which was 
abandoned by the peasants and evidently used as 
dwelling-placeB for the troops belonging to the batteries. 

VOL. I M 
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In the middle of this town there was a large bnilding a 
little way up the hill, half temple half palace, in 
which there was found a f];reat deal of powder and 
ammunition. Having been fired by us, it blew up with a 
tremendous noise just as we were re-embarking. 

On entering the battery I went at once to the 
principal building where I foimd a good quantity of 
Japanese armour and arms, but no one in the house. In 
looking about I found several Japanese translations of 
Dutch books on fortification and gunnery, one of which 
I have now in my possession, marked at the 
page where it treats of attacking ships that are carried 
away by the current. 

Having thus accomplished our object — destroyed the 
battery and guns, and also burned the village, (the 
quarters of the soldiers), we re-embarked. I must not 
forget to mention that during the re-embarcation the 
frigate, the Tancrede and the boat's guns opened a heavy 
fire on some spot to the right of us, but hidden by the 
bushes. On going on board I learned that they had 
seen about 2,000 men, regular infantry, some men on 
horseback and even field artillery, coming down upon us 
from Shimonoseki by the road along the shore ; they 
fired a few shell amongst them, which, exploding in their 
midst, did them considerable damage and they speedily 
retreated. We had in all three men wounded belonging 
the Chasseurs, two by musket balls and one by a stab of 
a dagger of a Japanese who was lying wounded on the 
ground, and stabbed him as he passed by. 

It is difficult to arrive at any estimate of the casualties 
of the Japanese, but there was abundant testimony in 
the batteries that their loss there must have been very 
considerable : besides that which the shell practice, at a 
range of 3,000 yards did upon their advanced column. 

I remain. Dear Sir, &c., &c. 

F. Blekman, 
Interpreter atta<:h€d to French Admiral. 

It will be seen that the prince of Ghoshiu had two 
vessels in port and engaged in these attacks. Altoge- 
ther the Japanese Government and daimios — had be- 
come possessed, up to this time, of five men-of-war, two of 
which were royal presents ; and thirteen screw steamers, 
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six paddle steamers, two barques, two brigs, and two 
Hchooners — giving a total of thirty vessels, for which 
they had paid |2,857,800. 
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SHIMA. — THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE BlUTISH ADMIRAL SUS- 
UNDERSTOOD BY SATSUM.V. — EFFECT OF THE BATTLE ON THE 
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GOVERNMENT, AND CLOSE OF THE RICHARDSON EPISODE. — 
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On the 18tli July news reached Yokohama of a great 
conllagration within the 0-shu'o, Yedo, by which the 
Tycoon's palace, the yashikis of three daimios and 
a gi'cat many residences of hatamotos and shops of mer- 
chant's were consumed. Although this was si)okL'n of as 
an additional outrage of the unruly, it may or may not 
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have been so. It had its origin in an empty house at a 
distance from the palace ; but the wind was very strong, 
and the flames spread with a rapidity such as can only 
be witnessed in Japan. 

On the last day of July the Tycoon returned to Yedo, 
arriving by sea in the Jinkee accompanied by three 
other steamers. 

And now the great climax was to be put on the 
Satsuma episode. Yet on the very eve of the departure 
of the British fleet for that purpose, another unpleasant- 
ness, fortunately unattended with any fatal result, 
occurred to engage popular interest. 

Three gentlemen, Mr. G. R. Davies (representative of 
Messrs. W. R. Adamson & Co.), his brother and Mr. 
Tatham, were, with other gentlemen, on an excursion to 
Kanasawa, a very favourite jaunt, just nine miles from 
Yokohama, and on the road to Kamakm-a and Daibutsz', 
and were about to return on horseback to the settlement. 
Their companions were going back to Yokohama in a 
boat, and the equestrians were handing over their 
heavier habiliments for conveyance in the boat, traversing 
for this puri)ose a public jetty. As they were returning 
to the roadway, a two-sworded man using some rough, 
offensive language, one of the party quietly asked him 
** \\Tiat*8 the matter?" when the man di-ew his sword 
and made a rush at him. The Englishmen essayed to 
pass, but the jetty was narrow, and some stumps of 
trees being in the way, the man commanded the position. 
Seeing the desperate nature of the case, one of them 
drew his revolver and pulled the trigger ; but it missed 
fire. Mr. G. R. Davies, seeing the life of his brother in 
danger, then fired his revolver at the same time as a 
second shot from the first pistol was heard, and the man 
bolted. Directly the gentlemen arrived in Yokohama 
they laid a complaint before the British Consul. Subse- 
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quently the man, who, it appears, was slightly wounded, 
brought a charge against the Englishmen — ^but it wm 
clearly shown that he was the assailant, and that they 
acted only in self-defence ; so the case was dismissed. 

I ought before this to have noticed the changes in the 
various Consulates. I will mention them here, and then 

proceed. 

Captain F. Howard Vyse had been removed to 
Hakodate, and Dr. C. A. Winchester (on the 1st April) 
took up his post as Consul at Eanagawa. 

Colonel Neale, having regard to the increasing busi- 
ness of H. B. M.'s Consulate, appointed Mr. M. 0. 
Flowers Acting Vice-Consul pending the approval of 
the Foreign Office. 

Mr. Morrison, who had been wounded in the first 
attack on the British legation, and had been home on 
leave, returned to his duties at Nagasaki. 

Mr. Von Brandt, (now H. I. G. M.'s Minister at Peking), 
who was formerly attached to the Prussian Embassy 
that concluded the treaties with China, Japan and Siam, 
in 1860-2, took charge of the Prussian Consulate ; and 
Mr. D. DE Graeff von Polsbroek, who had resided in 
Yokohama as Netherlands Consul, was appointed Acting 
Consul-general. 

This was the time when England was sufifering in her 
Lancashire factories by reason of the cotton famine, 
the effect of the civil war in America. Yokohama con- 
tributed $2,160 towards the relief fund, which was 
remitted home by H. B. M.*8 Consul in a draft for f 558 ; 
a sum, which considering the extent of the population, 
compared more than favourably with the contributions 
of all other ports in the far East. 

On the 7th March the first announcement was made of 
the estabhshment of a foreign bank m Japan. In the 
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S.S. Leemin, Mr. Charles Biokerbt arrived as Acting 
Agent of a Branch of the Central Bank of Western India, 
a company having its head office in Bombay. 

Early in the following month a gentleman was sent 
from Shanghai for the Chartered Mercantile Bank ; and 
for some years the Branch in Yokohama was among the 
most flourishing that bank had. It is much to be 
regretted that times have so far changed that last year, 
(1879), the directors found it necessary to close this 
Branch. 

And now, after many delays, occasioned by the appeals 
and excuses of the Government, Wednesday the 5th 
August was appointed as the day on which Admiral 
KuPER should proceed to Kagosima to have a settlement 
with Satsuma. 

On the day previous to that, however, as a result of 
frequent meetings of the Tycoon, the Gorojiu and several 
impoiiantdaimios, one of the Ministers came to Yokohama 
and had an inteiTiew with Colonel Neale, and, no longer 
urging delay, on the contrary, proposed that the squadron 
should start at once, promising that, in consonance with 
Colonel Neale's suggestion, a high official should be 
sent to accompany the expedition, on board of a Japanese 
steamer. This promise was not fulfilled. On the 6th 
of August the squadron, consisting of H. M.'s ships 
Euryalus (36), Pearl (21), Argus (6), Havoc (2), Coquette 
(4), Racehorse (4) and Perseus (17), having on board the 
British Charge d' Affaires and most of the members of the 
EngUsh Legation, weighed anchor, and shaped a course 
for Kagosima, which port was entered on the 11th. The 
bay is described as forming a splendid harbour, sur- 
rounded by lofty and picturesque scenery; and by its 
defenders, at least, its defences were supposed to be 
impregnable. The city was said to contain 180,000 
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inhabitants, and its factories, warehonses and commer- 
cial buildings were on an extenRive scale. 

On the 12th the fleet moved up, and anchored opposite 
the town, in 20 fathom water, about 1,200 yards from 
the batteries, which extend along the whole of the town 
front — say about two miles fi'om the extreme south. 

At 6 a.m. several of Satsuma's high officers went on 

board the flag-ship. It was obsened by many that 

their demeanour was far from of that courteous and con- 

cihatory kind we are accustomed to ; indeed that there 

was an amount of swaggering and bullying about their 

manner. They said that Satsuma was not now at Kago- 

shima, but at Kirishimi, a city 20 ri oflf. They received, 

however, the letter of demands, which was as follows :— 

" To His JlifjhnrssMxTsvDMRK Shiuri-no-Daibu, ihedmmw 
priucp of Satsuma, or in his absence to the regent or other 
High Officer for the time being administering the Govern- 
ment of the prince of Satsuma, Finga, Oho^umi^ and the 
Loo Choo Islands. 

H. B. M.'s Legation in Japan, 
August 12th 1863. 
"Your Highness, 

* It is well known to you that a barbarous murder of an 
unarmed and unoffending British subject and Merchant 
was perpetrated on the 14th of the month of September 
last, 21st day of 8th month of 2nd year of Bung-kew of 
Japanese reckoning, upon the Tokaido near Kanagawa, 
by persons attending the procession and surrounding the 
norimon of Shimadzu Saburo, whom I am informed is 
the father of your Highness. 

* It is equally known to you that a murderous assault 
was made at the same time by the same retinue, upon a 
lady and two other gentlemen, British subjects, by whom 
he was accompanied, the two gentlemen having l)een 
severely and seriously wounded, and the lady escaping by 
a miracle. 

* The names of the British subjects here referred to are 
as follows : — 

Ghableb Lenox Biohabdson^ murdered. 
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Mrs. BORRODAILE. 

Mr. William Clarke, severely wounded. 
Mr. William Marshall, severely wounded. 

* This event filled with great and just indignation the 
British Government and people, and excited the sjnnpathy 
oU and produced a painful impression upon, all civilized 
countries. 

'Impressed with friendly and considerate feelings 
towards the Government of the Tycoon, with whom the 
Queen of Great Britain, my august Sovereign, is in re- 
lations by treaty of peace and amity, I acted with proper 
consideration for the Tycoon's Government by leaving in 
its hands the legitimate means of speedily arresting and 
bringing to capital punishment the murderers from 
among Shimadzu Saburo's retinue. 

'This necessary forbearance on my part has been 
entu-ely approved of by my Government, and appreciated 
and acknowledged by the Government of the Tycoon. 

'A different course proposed at the moment to be 
a<lopted in the excitement attending this barbarous 
outrage might have resulted in the capture and perhaps 
death by summary retribution of Shimadzu Saburo him- 
self. 

' Ten months have now elapsed since the perpetration 
of this unprovoked outrage, during which period my 
Government has been duly informed by me of the 
circumstances attending it, while the Tycoon's Ministers 
have held out to me from time to time assurances and 
hopes that the murderere would be given up by your 
Highness and sent to Yedo for trial and execution. 

* But I have had occasion to report to my Government 
that, removed in your distant domain from the direct in- 
fluence of the supreme Government, and shielded also by 
certain privileges and immimities which belong to daimios 
of this Empire, you had utterly disregarded all orders or 
decrees of the Japanese Government, calling upon you 
to afford justice by sending the real criminals to Yedo. 
They have not been arrested nor sent ; and no redress 
has consequently been afforded by the Tycoon's Govern- 
ment, however desirous it may be of doing so. 

* In the meanwhile I have received the explicit instruc- 
tions of my own Government how to act in the matter. 

'The Tycoon's Government may be impeded by the 
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laws of the country, and more especially by political 

emharrassmentfl from enforoinc: its desires npon daimins 
of the Empire in rep^ard to criminal acts committed bv 
their adherents. 13ut when Dritish subjects are the 
victims of tht)se acts, Japan as a Nation must through 
its Government pay a penalty and disavow the misdeeds 
of its subjects, to whatever rank they may l)elong. 

* Under instructions from my Government I demanded 
from the Tycoon's Government an apolop;y, and the pay- 
ment of a considerable penalty for permitting the mur- 
derous attack made ])y your retainers on British subjects 
passing (m a road open to them by treaty. Both these 
demands have been acceded to. 

* But the Ih'itish Government has also decided that 
those circunistaiices constitute no reason why the red 
delinquents and actual murderers should be shielded by 
your Highness, or by any means escape the condi»,'n 
punishment which they merit, and which they would be 
subjected to for gi-eat crimes such as they have com- 
mitted, in all other parts of the world. 

* It has therefore been determined by the Government, 
and I am instructed to demand of yom* Highness us 
follows : — 

* First : The immediate trial and capital execution in the 
presence of one or more of Her Majesty's Naval OiBcere 
of the chief peri)etrat()rs of the murder of Mr. Riciujrdson, 
and of the mm-derous assault of the lady and gentlemen 
who accompanied him. 

* Secondly : The payment of twenty-five thousand 
pounds (25,000) sterling to be distributed to the relations 
of the nim*dered man, and to those who escaped with 
their lives the swords of the assassins on that occasion. 

'These demands are required by Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment to be acceded to by your Highness immediately 
upon their being made known to you. And upon your 
refusing, neglecting or evading to do so, the Admiral 
commanding the British Forces in these seas, will adopt 
such coercive measures, increasing in their severity, as 
he may deem expedient to obtain the required satisfaction 
and redress. 

* The Commander of Her Majesty's Ship of "War charged 
with the delivery of this letter is made acquainted with 
the specific demands which I have the honom- to com- 
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municate to you in this letter, and according as they are 
accepted or refused he has received instructions either to 
carry out and witness then- execution, within a period of 
days which will he named, or in the event of a refusal, to 
commence at once coercive operations, pending the 
aiTival of additional forces. 

* Your Highness is therefore earnestly requested seri- 
ously to consider the course you will adopt on the 
receipt of this communication, the terms of which it is 
not in my power to modify, Jilter or discuss. 

' 1 avail myself of this occasion to offer to your High- 
ness the assurance of my respect and consideration. 

(Signed) Edwd. St. John Neale 

//. B, M:s Charr/e (V Affaires 
in J a pan J" 

** On th(5 following day all was quiet on hoard the fleet, 
C-olonel Nkale being busily engaged in diplomatic negocia- 
tions : his recently tested and proved forbearance had to 
endure another trial ; the yakunins were constantly 
running backwards and fonvards, always bringing with 
them some evasive reply, and leaving without any 
delhiite conclusion. 

** On the afternoon of the 13th, the allotted time having 
long expired, an officer arrived, who said he had brought 
a letter of reply, but since he had left the shore, a 
messenger had been sent after him to recall it * as there 
was a mistake in it.' It could not be extracted from 
him, and he left, saying another should be sent im- 
mediatelv. None anived, until at nine o'ch)ck that 
night, when one was sent. It was as follows : — 
* Tranalaiinn of a ])('spatch in Jajuinrac from KvwA Kami, 

Tajima Ministt^r />/" MATsruAiUA Siiiuri-no-Daiiju, ;>n//cc' 

of Safanina, <('r., <l'r., <tr. 

*To Colonel E. St. John Nealk, 

//. B. M.'a Clumji^ (V Affaires, 

* It is just that a man who has killed another should be 
arrested and punished l)y death, as there is nothing more 
sacred than hunum life. Although we should like to 
Sicun^ them (the murderers) as we have endeavored to 
do since last year, it is impossible for us to do so owing 
to the political differences at present existing between 
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the daimios of Japan, some of whom even hide and protect 
such people. Besides, the murderers are not one but 
several persons, and therefore find easier means of 
escape. 

* The journey to Yedo (undertaken by Shimadzu Sabubo) 
was not with the object of committing murder but to 
conciliate the two Courts of Yedo and Kioto ; and you 
will therefore easily believe that our Master (Shimadzu) 
could not have ordered it (the murder). Great offenders 
against the laws of their coimtry (Japan) who escape, 
are liable to capital punishment. If therefore we can 
detect those in (question, and after examination find them 
to be guilty, they shall be punished, and we will then 
inform the Commanders of your men-of-war at Nagasaki 
or at Yokohama, in order that they may come to witness 
their execution. You must therefore consent to the un- 
avoidable delay, which is necessary to cari-y out these 
measures. If we were to execute criminals condemned 
for other offences, and told you that they were the of- 
fenders (above refeiTed to), you would not be able to 
recognize them ; and this would be deceiving you and not 
acting in jiccordance with the spii'it of our ancestors. 

* The (Provincial) Government of Japan are subordinate 
to the Yedo Government, and as you are well aware, are 
subservient to the orders received from it. 

*We have heard something about a treaty having been 
negociated, in which a certain limit was assigned to 
foreigners to move about in ; but we have not heard of 
^ny stipulation by which they are authorised to impede 
the passage of a road. 

* Supposing this happened in your country travelling 
with a large number of retainers as we do here, would 
you not chastise (push out of the way and beat) any one 
thus disregarding and breaking the existing laws of the 
country ? If this were neglected, princes could no longer 
travel. We repeat that we agree with you that the taking 
of human life is a very grave matter. On the other 
hand the insufliciency of the Yedo Government, who 
govern and direct evervthing, is shown by their neglect- 
ing to insert m llic treaty (with foreigners) the laws of 
the country (in respect to these matters) which have 
existed from ancient times. You will therefore be able to 
judge yourself whether the Yedo Government (for not in- 
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serting these laws), or my master (for carrying them out) 
is to be blamed. 

* To decide this important matter, a high Official of the 
Yedo Government, and one of oui- Government ought to 
discuss it before you, and find out who is in the right. 

* After the above question has been judged and settled 
the money indemnity shall be arranged. 

* We have not received fi'om the Tycoon any orders or 
communication by steamer that your men-of-war were 
coming here. Such statements are probably made with 
the object of representing us in a bad hght. If it were 
not this object you would certainly have them in writing 
from the Gorojiu, and if so we request you to let us see 
them. In consequence of such misstatements great mis- 
iinderstandmgs ai'e caused. 

'All this sm-prises us much. Does it not smin'ise you? 

* Our Government wiU act in everything according to 
the orders of the Yedo Government. 

* This is our open-hearted reply to the different subjects 
mentioned in youi* Despatch. 

29th of the 6th Month of the 3rd year of Bunkiu. 

(13th August 1863.) 
(Signed Kawa Kami Tajima, 

" Shisse " (Minister.) 

** Still Colonel Nkale was patient. On the 14th, about 
9 o'clock, two officials went on board, saymg they had 
been sent for a receipt for the reply. They then stated 
that when at Ivioto, Hitothu-bashi, (the Vice Tycoon) 
and two members of the Gorojiu) had most distinctly 
ordered Shimadzu Saburo that Satsuma was not to take 
any step in respect to the murder of the foreigner by his 
retainers, and that the Tycoon*s Government would 
settle all the matter themselves. They pretended that 
it was believed that the whole matter was settled at 
Yedo; that they had heard nothing from Yedo on the 
subject, and could not at first imagine what could have 
brought the fieet to Satsuma : luid assei-ted that accord- 
ing to Japanese law and custom Satsuma had no power 
to settle the affair himself, either by acceding to or 
refusing the demands of the British. 

**A11 hope of any peaceful settlement being crushed, 
deceit and subterfuge appearing to be the only aim, 
Colonel Neale now stepped aside, and the Admiial took 
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the matter in hand. On the afternoon of the 14th there 
was a general shifting of the disposition of the fleet, the 
greater pai*t of which were placed luider the island, out 
of range of the guns on the fort in the middle of the 
chamiel, say 1,700 yards on either side. 

** The Euryalus, although shifting, still remained within 
range, as did also th(^ Perseus. On the jnorning of the 
15th the Pearl, Coquette, Argus, Havoc and Kaeehoi-se, 
proceeded up the hay and took as hostages three 
steamers there at anchor : — said to he the England, 
(purchased hy Satsuma in 18G1 for $120,000) tht* Sir 
George Grey (for §40,000) and the Contest which cost 
him $85,00() in May 1861. 

** The weather which had heen stoimy dm'ing the whole 
morning now hecame worse, it was raining in torrents, 
and the wind hlowing a hurricane round the bay. At 
ten o'clock all the above-named vessels, English and 
Japanese, had returned, and at twelve the men were piped 
to dinner, and nothing immediat(i exiK'Cted, when sud- 
denly the battery on the main land covering the Euryalus, 
and that on the island covering the Perseus, opened 
lire. The three hostage steamers were forthwith lu-o<l, 
(their crews having been previously sent ashore. Oue 
of the head ofticers on board was recognised as having 
))elonged to the staff of the late ambassadors to Em'oi>e. 
Hc^ and another ollictir, at tlieir own request, Avere 
taken on board the liag-sln'p). All the ships weighed 
and formed lin(^ of l)attle. The Perseus then en- 
gaged the battery that lind l)een iiring at her, in 
beautiful style, Iniocking her antagonist's guns over, 
one after the other, and when she had completed 
that, as though she had been only getting her hand in, 
she passed over to tlie otlier side and engaged the 
battery on the opposite^ shtn-e. All the l)atteries (10) 
were then engaged by the ships at point blank range, 
at from 400 to 800 yards respectively, (the Euryalus 
being within 200 yards) eominencing with the noi-thern- 
most ;No. 8 and passing down the entire line, to 
the Spit battery, No. 1 at slow speed. During all this 
time it was blowing*- treniendouslv. A])out dusk tlie 
town was iircd in several ])arts by shells, and three of 
the foiis were silenced. All the ships then returned to 
their anchoragei save the Bacehorse, which had got ashore 
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within 200 vards of the nearest battery, No. 8' of 
wliic'h nopidont she availed liersolf to i)om' her metal 
into it until it was t'liVclually silouct-d. TIji* Ai'^ais was 
Kent to brin^ her off, wliicii she acconi})lislud aftiT about 
an hour's delay, dm-in^,' the whole of ^Yhich time, she 
was under tire from one of tlie other batteries. 

**This was Saturday tlu; l;'^th, durin<jj the whole of 
which day it had l)een rainin«; and blowin;j: fiercely. The 
loss on tins day to the squadron was eleven killed and 
thiHy-nine wounded. Amongst tlie former, Capt. Josiiix 
of the I{a<^-ship, and Cojnniander Edward Wilmott (late of 
the A^'anieunion), nut a <^dorious deatli liy the sann^shot. 
They \\ere standin«j: on the brid^'e of the liag-ship about 
the middle of the en.Ljagement, when a shot i)assed 
throuj^h the boat and struck th-ni both instantaneously. 
The Admiral escaped death l)y the same shot in a 
wonderful manner, as he and the master were standing 
on the narrow bridge when the Captain fell. 

** About 1) P.M. the whole of one side of the town was 
blazing. 

**Tlu' following day (Sunday) the weather cleared up, 
the dead, (2 otlicers and 7 seamen), were consigned to the 
sailors' grave in Euryalus Bay at 11 o'clock, and the 
Heet stood out, passing close to the batteries on the 
island, which it engaged the whole way. 

**The destruction accomplished by the fleet was 
enoniious. The whole city was now one mass of ruins 
including the palace, the factories and the arsenal and 
warehouses : the batteries also had bet;n seriously 
damaged, not one of those which had been engaged 
during the th'st day fired a shot on the second day as the 
fleet i)assed out. 

**The three destroyed ships alone had cost Satsuma 
$•245,000, upwards of half of which he has paid very 
recently. Several large junks also were destroyed. The 
Japanese stood well \o their guns so long as the play 
was at long range, but seemed somewhat taken aback 
when the ships came to close quarters. 

** Their metal appears to have consisted of 13 in. and 8 
in. shells ; — four 150 lbs., ten 80 lbs., and the remainder 
JJ2 lbs., ii'C. 

** Considering the close firing, in some cases only 200 
yards, the amount of damage done to the ships was 
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wonderfully small. The Euryalus suffered most, and 
her daniftpe was principally in her boats and rigging. 
The list of casualties was : — 

Eurj-alus, 10 killed, 21 wounded. 

Pearl, 7 wounded. 

Argus, () wounded. 

Coquette, 2 killed, 4 wounded. 

Racehorse, 3 wounded. 

Perseus, 1 killed, 9 wounded. 

"Several most pressing invites were sent to Colonel 
Nealk to attend with as many of his suite as lie chose, 
on shore, at a conference, /// a jdacf prepared to rereire 
them ; — a coui-tesy declined with thanks. 

"The following is a Ust of the mounts of the batteries. 

No. 1. — 8 32 lbs., 2 moi-tars, and between forts numbers 

1 and 2-8 field-pieces. 
No. 2. — 3 32s. lbs., 2 mortars. 

,, 3. — 3 mortars. 

,, 4. — Not known. 

„ 5. — 2 8 inch guns, 9 32s. 3 field-pieces. 

„ 6.-3 18s. 

„ 7. — 2 10 inch, 5 32s. 2 field pieces. 

„ 8.— 1 10 inch, 5 32s. 1 18, 1 field-piece. 

„ 9.-4 18s. 

„ 10.— 3 18s. 

„ 11.— 2 8 in., 4 328. 

„ 12.— 15 32s., (only 3 opened fired.") 

The battle was fought during a heavy tj-phoon, which 
subsequently the Satsuma officials said they purposely 
took advantage of to bring off the engagement ; l)elieving 
that no ships could stand the combined forces of nature 
and science — the raging elements, and the deadly hail of 
the forts. Tlicn^ was a certain amount of ignorance 
displayed on their part ; and i>erhaps Admiral Kuper 
ought to hnve taken some pains to explain the truth to 
them. All he wanted was to enforce the rendition of the 
murderers of ^fr. PiicuARPsoN, that they might meet the 
justice due to them ; and the pajTnent of ;£25,000 as in- 
demnity to the relatives of Mr, Richarpson and of his 
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companions. The AdmiraPs object in taking the three 
ships was to hold them until these demands were satis- 
factorily complied ^vitll. The ships had cost the clan not 
less than $245,000 — of which about the half had been 
paid quite recently ; and it might have been reasonably 
supposed that they would gladly have redeemed the ships 
by the payment of the $100,000 — the equivalent of the 
required amount, and have made the arrangements they 
afterward did make to continue to search for, and to hand 
over to justice when found, the actual culprits in that 
most cowardly attack. 

But it does not appeal* that they understood this. 
They saw their ships taken possession of, and doubtless 
felt the most natural indignation at such a proceeding on 
the part of the English. They opened upon the fleet 
with shot and shell, and — the rest is told above. The 
damage suffered l)y Satsuma was — the destruction of the 
town — very much to be regretted, though most of the 
populace had fled in anticipation of the fight; the 
demolition of several batteries ; the consumption by fire 
of the Arsenal and five large Loochoo junks, the ruin of 
a fine temple (eiToneously thought at the time to be the 
palace of the prince), and the burning of the three ships. 
It was a terrible retribution ; but as, in order to secure 
the safety of her Majesty's ships, not from the effects of 
the guns in the forts but from the severity of the weather, 
the British Admiral, considering he had administered 
punishment enough, withdrew to a safe anchorage, the 
Satsuma people professed to believe that they had gained 
the ^^ctory. "WTien, however, a few months afterwards, 
they sent to Yedo certain ofiicials to pay the money and 
to make the written engagement which, as I have related, 
htu\ they done at the time, all the loss, all the bloodshed, 
would have been avoided, they honestly admitted that the 
lesson they learnt on this occasion had the effect of 
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showing them how mistaken they had been as to the 
ability of Japan to cope with western nations ; and 
thenceforward they became more than ever desirous of 
cultivating Eiu'opean arts and sciences, with a view to 
placing Japan really on a platform with other na- 
tionalities. 

Although anticipating the order of events, I may as 
well finish this strange eventful story. On the 6th 
November, the British Charge d'Affah-es was waited upon 
by the Japanese officials, to annoxmce that envoys had 
arrived in Yedo from the prince of Satsuma, who desired 
audience of his Excellency on matters of imiDortance. 
The 9th November was named by Colonel Neile for the 
inter^dew, and the appointment Avas duly kept. Several 
of the daimio's high officials, accompanied by some of 
the officers of the Government arrived at the Legation at 
1.30 P.M., and the interview lasted until nearlv 5 o'clock. 

** The envoys commenced l)y representing to Colonel 
Neale that Satsuma felt much that he had been harshly 
dealt with in the seizure and destruction of his steamers 
at Kagoshima without due notice of the intention of the 
Admu-al to destroy them. This opened the matter, and 
Colonel NE.UiE replied by passing in review the whole of 
the Kagoshima affair; ])ointing out that the British 
squadron had proceeded there for the purpose of negoci- 
ating upon the matter of satisfaction required for the 
mmxier of Mr. Eichajidson and the attack upon his com- 
panions ; that during the long delay that had elapsed 
before sending any reply tlie squadron had had occa- 
sion to shift its anchorage, — that the reply, when it 
did arrive, was of a character which rendered some 
pledge or hostage necessary during further negocia- 
tions ; that with this view and for this puri)ose the 
steamers had been taken possession of, and not with auy 
intention of either destroying them or of taking them 
away, but that llio prince's people had themselves com- 
menced the hostilities l)y liring upon the J^ritish ships, 
and that therefore the destruction of the steamers was a 
consequence of their own act at the time. 
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** It seems that the prince's envoys quite appreciated, 
after the explanation p;iven, the patience and moderation 
exorcised hv the British Minister and Achniral on the 
occasion. 

'' It was then seen that this could only l)e a preliminary 
interview, and the ground Ijcing thus partially cleared 
the taivoys left, asking for an appointment for another 
occasion, which was given for the following Saturday. 

*' This day Colontd Nkalk again gave audience to the 
envoys ; but after several hours patient sitting, no definite 
conclusion was arrived at, and Colonel Neai.k consented 
to one more adjourinnent. This conference lasted from 
shoiilv after mid-day to ncarlv six o'clock p.m. 

''Terms of arrangement were at last definitely agreed 
upon, of a nature which the British Charge d' Affaires 
considered were all he coidd have anticipated, and which 
were of an entirelv satisfactorv cliaract(a*. 

** These were made and distinctly understood in the 
l)resence of tht^ Japanese; high Government officials who 
accompanied the Envoys. 

** A vast mnnber of propositions had however to be first 
encomitered, combatted and declined : propositions, some 
for delay, some for an acknowledgement of wrong-doing 
in the seizure of the steamers, and others of an equally 
iuadmissal)le character; but they were ultimately reduced 
into an entirely satisfactory compass." 

The terms were as satisfactory as could have been 
exi>ected. The $100,000 were paid, and the following 
letters passed. 

llw Afjcnts of fhr Priucp of SahHma 
to Lu'uii'nnnt'Cohmrl Nkale. 

** Yoknhnmn. Jhrnnhrr IJth, 1S6r'L 
" The monev demanded l>v the ]3ritish Govenmient 
liaving been paid by the officers of Shimadzu Awaji-no- 
Kami, a l)ranch of the family of Satsuma, we hereby 
promise as follows : — 

" The perscms who last autumn, in the eighth month, 
killed and wounded your countrymen at Namamugi, on 
the Tokaido, have esca])ed from that place, and although 
we liave diligi^ntly searched for them, their place of 
abode has not been found out. 

*' And as also some time has passed, it is not possible 
to state with certainty whether they are still alive, but 
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wc will use every dili^^eiico in seiircliin;:^ for them, aiii 
soon as aiTc'stoil piniisli tin* saiiR' with (U-iith in 
pivsi*nc'(' of your country's olHci-rs. 

** As a proniisii for tliu futuru wo sign this. 

iSi^'ut'd) *' SuiKKXo KoNosno, 

*' hijtlnnmfir A'jnii nf tlir Prinrr t*/ SnUh 

'* IWASHITA SaIKMoN, 

** Actifnf Miniatt'r nf Satnum* 
** Counti rsi^^ncil as witvit'sses to the alu)Vt' promise 
^Si^ned) ** Tkai Taicui, 

** ifjiirtr ni' liipnrhnrnt tin' FmnijH AtYnirn af Tjfco 

(itH'iTinitrnt. 

** SaITO KlN(iO, 

*• Aasistn/it OmrUhh' 

Mcnionuulum. 

** Bntlah Lvtjniittn in Jujhu 

lU'cnnhrr llfh, 1S63, 

** The l)asis of K^^od will and amity being esttiblis 
hy tln' settlement of thf demands preferred on the Tri 
of Satsiima : and the l*nnee of Satsuma h«iv 
])r(lVrred to the undrrsignrd, her ^[ajesty's C'ha 
d'Arfains, a r<Mpu'st in jiresence of Dthcers of 
Tycoon, and as a token of friendly feeling 
estaldislied, that he would facilitate the desire of 
Trince of Satsuma to purchase a ship of war in Engla 
lier Britannic Majesty's Charge d'Aflaires does her 
engage to rei)resent such recpiest when formally i 
spccitically preferred to her Majesty's Govenimi 
provided that at the perioil wlicn such re<piest is m 
or in course of examination, the relations of the Tveo< 
(it>venuuent with (inat Britain in general, and 
l)roe"e(lin;^s and disposition o{ tile Prince (^f Sat^umi 
l)articul:ir, are not inimical or directed against 
rights acjjuired hy treaties now existing between 
Tvcoon of Japan, (rreat Jhitain, and other frieu 
States. 

** (iiven at Yol<ohama, this llth day of Doc, 1H(53. 

(Signed) ** Ei)wn. St. Joun Nkale 
** Iter Majestifs Charfjic iVAjfain 
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The Japanese MimsUrs for Foreign Affairs 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Neale. 

" Yedo, Deeemher 13th, 1863. 

** We beg to make the follo^ving communicatiou to 
yoiir Excellency. 

** With respect to the murder which was committed 
last year upon a British merchant at Namamiigi, on the 
Tokaido, the subjects of Matsudaira Sniria-No-I)AiBU 
and Shimadzu Awa.ti-no-Kami, of the family of Satsnma, 
have lately had an interview with 3'ou, and the negotia- 
tion was of a peaceful nature, thus affording a proof that 
the subjects of Siiiuui-no-I)aibu (Satsuma) will search 
for and punish the murderer, as by then- written engage- 
ment. The indemnity money was moreover handed over 
by the sul)jects of Awaji-no-Kami of the family of 
Satsuma, and also as a proof of peace, the engagement 
entered into by you to facilitate the purchase of a man- 
of-war in tenns of the wTiting was given, and everything 
ended satisfactorily, which we have fully understood from 
the commmiication received from our Government 
officers who were present. 

** It gives us great pleasm-e, as it is a sign of the 
continuance of a lasting friendship between the two 
countries. With respect and consideration. 

** The 8rd day of the- 11th month of the 8rd year of 
Bunkiu (December 13th, 18()3). 

(Signed) " Mn)zuNo Idzumi-no-Kami. 
,, ** Itakura Suwo^no-Ivami. 

,, ** Akima T6t6mi-no-Kami." 

And so ended this most memorable and most me- 
lancholy episode in ilw history of foreign relations with 
Japan. Tune has revealed many facts in connection 
with those early exi)eriences, which have opened the eyes 
both of Japanese and forei«^niers. But time, though it 
may cast a doubt on ct'rtain strongly entertained opinions, 
can ntiver remove the strong conviction that poor Mr. 
Richardson, by whomsoever origmally attacki»d, was 
cnielly despatched fhially in the most c()ld-l)looded 
manner; and thai, if Shimadzt Saiu:uo did not actually 
give the original order for the assault, he, at least 
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withlield the word, which, emanating from him, would 
have stopped it. It is a sad, sad story ; and ever>' 
sincere Avell-wisher of Japan, of whom I emphatically 
am one, must repjret it prolmbly more deeply than any 
other event that has to he chronicled in this nan-ative. 

I have only to add that H. B. M/s Government most 
stronpjly approved of Colonel Nealf/s conduct throuf);hout. 
The Queen conferred upon him the Companionship of 
the Bath, and acknowledged approvhigly the senices of 
the gentlemen of the legation who had been useful as 
interpreters at Kagoshima. The ijublic also came to 
see and acknowledge that Colonel Nealk had acted 
prudently and well throughout ; and he had the good 
sense to show no chagrin at the treatment he had 
received at the hands of the commimity, or at the hard 
things that had been said of him in the press. Of course 
the squadron under Admiral Kuper obtained the 
ministerial approval that was so justly their due; 
although an attempt was madu in Parliament to obtain a 
vote of censure for the destruction of the town of 
Kagosima. 
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CIIANCJE OP THEME. — **OUT OF BOUNDS." — TREATY LIMITS. 

OCCASIONAL TllANSCiRESSIONS. — A TRIP ACROSS THE (>ULF 

OF YKDO IX SKARCir OF SCENERY AND GAaiK. — FIRST EFFECT 

ON THE NATIVES ON SEEING FOREIGNERS. — DIFFICULTIES. 

SURMOUNTED. — THE KIND HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE EASILY 
WON. — VISIT OF OFFICIALS. — THl-: YAKUNINS MELTED. — SUB- 
SEQUENT CIVILITY AND ATTENTION. — RETURN TO SETTLEMENT. 

I HAVE dwelt SO long on themes of a saddening 
character, (and I have still to continue to haq) on the 
same string), that it will be a relief to me, and probably 
to my readers also, if, l)efore proceeding with my history 
proper, 1 devote a shoii; chapter to an incident of a 
different nature — more directly personal it is true, but 
probably allowable, as descril)ing one feature of life in 
Japan, in those days. 

Treatv limits used of old to be a kind of bugbear to 
foreigners in Yokohama, all of whom wished, but few of 
whom dared, to pass beyond the phantom line around 
the settlement, the radius of which was just 10 ri — 
4:^,200 yards, or a little over twenty four miles and a 
half — except in the direction of Yedo, where th<*y were 
pulled up at the distance of about live ri by the river 
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Roku^o, or, as it was more commonly called, Logo. 

Thosu who had tho temerity to f^o hovond the bouudarv, 
did fio with the fear of l)ein^ stopped hy evorj'' man tLev 
met, and sent hack to the place whence they came : and 
it was something to talk ahout as a kind of feat of darinj:. 
deserving of heing descril)ed to all one's frit*nds us some- 
thing very heroic and wonderful. 

The following account of such an excursion was givtu 
me hy one of the pai*ties cimcerned. I introduce it ti) 
show the kind nature of the people, away £i*om tlic 
influence of excited '* patriots." 

** We went in an open hoat across the gulf of Yedo, and 
landed at a village the name of Avhich has lonp; slippml 
my memory — in the province of Boshiu. There were 
three of us — two heing keen sportsmen expecting to find 
any (piantity of game. The third was anxious to get to 
a certain hill, from which he had heen told lie could 
look down on such a prospect as our readers may imagine 
from the name " The nmety nine valleys." It had l>een 
mentioned as a spot heautiful heyond compare; so, 
hrim-full of curiosity, we went for it. Unfoiiunately— 
* 'twas ever thus since childhood's hour ' — we were 
doomed to disappomtment, not having landed anj-where 
near the desired spot, and none of the people to whom 
we adckessed ourselves kno^ving anything about it — veiy 
few indeed understanding our \ile Yokohama jargon, 
which rendered us, as we thought, objects of surprise to 
the natives, and really of contempt to ourselves. At 
first, when our lioat reached the shore, all the natives 
seemed disinclined to hold any converse with us. They 
were evidently frightened, though their curiosity pre- 
vented their runnhig awav. We asked them in the best 
Jai^anese we coulil muster between the three of us, to 
direct us to a tea-house, but not one would answer ; and 
had it not been for a Uttle dirty-faced scamp who had the 
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boldness to touch one of the guns without being chid for 
his impertinence, and who was thereby emboldened to 
stand right opposite to the owner of the weapon and 
grin from ear to ear, it is likely enough we should have 
had some difficulty in breaking the ice. As it was, how- 
ever, this urchin next allowed his curiosity to get the 
better of his good manners to such an extent as to feel 
the texture of a waterproof cape one of our party had 
hanging over his arm, when the bearer threw it over the 
lad's shoulder and held out his valise for him to carry, 
telling him to lead the way to the best house in the 
village, and making him understand that he should re- 
ceive payment for his services. This was sufficient. The 
lad trotted along, followed by us and by all those who 
had assembled at the unwonted sight of three foreigners 
on soil no foreigner's foot had ever before trodden. 

But now came the difficulty as to where he was to lead 
lis. He didn't like the responsibility of taking us to any 
one's house ; and as I now ^vrite I wonder he didn't at 
once lead us to the chief man of the village. After some 
little walking, as we passed a house that seemed cleaner 
than, and which was at some distance from, the rest — 
we halted and went up to the door. Immediately all the 
inmates ran to the back rooms, one old lady alone stay- 
ing to close the sliding doors — but not being able to ac- 
complish this before we reached the dwelling, she left her 
task half-done, and ran in too. 

It was now very nearly sundown ; and we knew that 
our night's lodging under a roof depended upon our mak- 
ing a favorable impression. We therefore told the boy 
to put down his burden, and gave him a tip which not 
only surprised him, but made him for the nonce the most 
popular lad, the most desirable companion, in the whole 
\'illage. We smiled as we saw all the brats of the place 
congregate about him, just like European children, the 
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moment he had a silver boo of his own. He laughed 
aloud with glee — and came half a dozen times to kow-tow 
and thank us ; and more than that, he seemed to keep 
watch for us, that he might do far more should we require 
him. All the people who saw him receive his boo at 
once opened their hearts to us, and we were no longer 
objects of fear, but of something like wonder and admira- 
tion. Likely enough, for it is more than probable that 
so vast a reward as a whole boo in cash — ^then equal to 
nearly two shillings — had never been given for such a 
small amount of work in the village before. 

But this which made us at once so popular outside of 
the house was not seen by the inmates ; who had, as we 
have said, all run and hidden themselves on our 
approach. The last who beat a retreat, the old woman 
— not having been able to close the sliding doors, we put 
our baggage down just inside, and sat down to consult. 
It was evident that it would bo unwise to attempt to 
return that night ; and indeed, we did not feel at all 
disposed to give up the anticipated sporting pleasures we 
had come for, even though it appeared that we had 
entirely missed the scenic goal we had looked forward to. 
We therefore decided that we must put on a bold front, 
and whilst shewing the people that we perfectly under- 
stood good manners, and that we would not willingly put 
them about, still we must have shelter of some sort, and 
that in the absence of any tea-house, some of them must 
supply it. After therefore calling repeatedly for the 
imnates of the house, and none appearing, we quietly 
unpacked a case of provender and commenced refresh- 
ing the inner man. This must have been too much for 
the curiosity of the people of the house to resist — as, first 
the old woman came and looked on at a distance, and 
then some of the young fry stood by her, but not a word 
could we get from any of them ; imtil at last a middle- 
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aged woman who turaed out to be the daughter of the 
old lady and the mother of the others, came in, and 
api)roachmg us quite natiu*ally, without any timidity, 
and di'opping on her Imees and saluting us in the 
orduiary Japanese way by bending her head to the earth, 
told us that she and her husband had been absent ; but, 
that having heard of our arrival she had hastened home, 
and that he would quickly follow her. We told her 
that we desired nothing but shelter for ourselves and 
oui- servant — a frightened Yokohama lad, who seemed 
afraid to open his mouth, lest he should be seized by the 
yakunins for accompanying us to a place we had no busi- 
ness to visit. She begged us not to think her inhospitable, 
but to wait with patience until her husband came home, 
who would doubtless see that all was right. He was 
longer than we anticipated, but that was just as well — 
for it gave us time to ingratiate ourselves thoroughly 
with the family. It was quite dark by the time we had 
finished our repast, and the house being shut up, we set 
to work to make ourselves as agreeable as we could. 
One of us was an adei)t at twisting paper into aU sorts of 
shapes — a favorite amusement among the Japanese 
themselves — but he could do twice as much as any of 
them could, and all got close to him to watch the 
twistings develope into some form or other, which 
invariably sent them into shouts of delight, and when the 
'^gudeman cam' hame at e'en," he, who saw foreigners 
as he told us for the first time, found them sitting on the 
mats as happy with his household as if they had been 
familiar all theh* days. 

When told that we required shelter for the night, ho 
said that it was absolutely impossible. He did not like 
to refuse us, but he dare not allow us to stay under his 
roof — as the yakiuiins would be sme to heai* of it and 
he would got into severe trouble. 
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Here was a pretty position for us. It was by this 
time l)lack dark — one of those nights of impenetrable 
darkness, when nothing whatever can be seen ; darkness 
that is not less obscure even when the evo becomes 
accustomed to it. What could we do ? We told him, 
that we must decline to k-ave the premises. He might 
give us an an outhouse if ho liked, if there were such a 
tliin.uj on the compound, but that outside of the enclosure 
we positively would not go, and that we were deteimineJ 
to have a roof over us, even if the sides were oi'^en. See- 
ing our determination he did not make any fiulher 
resistance ; but he must have sent to the head villa*][c 
yakunin, for after a long time — it must have been neai'ly 
10 o'clock — two officials arrived, and entering, began to 
speak in a somewhat l)ullying voice. Candour compels 
us to say, that we all felt very uneasy, and two of us 
afterwards admitted that they made sure they were in 
for being tied up, and sent ignominiously back to Yoko- 
hama the next dav. Foi-tunately the third, who Wiis 
probably as apprehensive as the others, had a remarkably 
cool bearing at all times ; and this stood us in stead now. 
We had brought among our provisions a few bottles 
of beer, a bottle of a brandy, and two bottles of sparkling 
Moselle — the latter with the knowl(;dge of the fondness of 
the Japanese for sparkling wines — and for the ver}- 
purpose of i)ropitiatuig them if necessary. Whilst then 
the officers vrercj excitedly addressincc us and telhug us 
we must accompany them, our cool companion quietly 
left us, and raising the lid of the case in which our drink- 
ables were, exposed them to view, and taking out one of 
the bottles of Moselle, asked for a cup — there are uo 
glasses in a Japanese farmer's house — and setting fi-ee 
the cork, sat down with some of the family who, tired of 
the altercation, had resumed their places on the mats. 
Pouring out cupfuU after cupfull, he gave one to each. 
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(Japanese sake cups are very small, none holding much 
more than a liqueur glass ; so that the liquor went a long 
way.) When the yakunins heard the cork and saw that 
something pleasant was going on, they tm'ned from the 
other two, and approached the group on the mats. 
Common civility induced om- friend to offer them a taste 
of the foreign sake, and common love of Uquor, (which 
the Japanese go in for quite as heavily as Europeans, if 
not even more so), induced the oflicers to accept the 
proffered cup, wdiich so wrought upon them that every 
dilhculty melted away. The yakimins sat down and 
talked and laughed with us ; paterfamilias made us wel- 
come, and we managed to make the bottle of Moselle and a 
little brandy toddy occupy the male folk — (the women and 
bairns went to l)ed shortly after the men sat down toge- 
ther) — until the wee sma' hours ayont the twal'. When 
at hibt the time of separation came, the host showed us 
that a comfoi-table f'tong or sleeping (h*ess (a kind of 
large dressing gown heavily padded with wool) had been 
laid down for each of us on the clean mats; and the 
yakunins told us that we need be under no apprehension 
of attack as thev would take care that the house should 
be guai'ded. Whether it was so, we are not aware, but 
cei-tainly we hadn't a thought of danger. In the morning, 
we were up with the dawn ; but early as wo were, all the 
family were before us, and preparations were being made 
for breakfast, Avhich at their invitation we shared with 
them. As we had told overnight that the object of our 
visit was to get some spoil;, the farmer said there was 
plenty to be had, and sent two of the fiu*m servants to 
shew us wliero pheasants most abounded. He also made 
us promise to return in the evening and again avail of his 
house as our resting place, adding that we were welcome 
as long as we found it agreeable. 
The men who went with us took us to a most unpro- 
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inising country for anjihing like game — and feeling 
Homewliat disappointed we turned back, intending to try 
a bit of cover we had seen a little off the road, when one 
of the yakunins of the previous evening came running 
up, greeting us as if we were old friends, and, telling us 
wc had overshot the mark, took us to the very ground we 
had spotted. He stayed with us the whole daj* — and we 
bagged a fair amoimt of birds; which, by the way, 
were carried for us by the little ui'chin who had 
carried the valise and macintosh on our arrival, and 
who we found waiting outside the door when we rose 
in the morning. We left the next morning with 
letters for the head men of the villages we were likely to 
pass on our way to the si)ot from which we were to see 
the ninety-nine valleys, which the yakunins and our 
host could of com-se tell us all about. But unfortunately 
the weather came on wet, and made the walking so shp- 
pery and toUsome, that we deferred that jaunt for another 
occasion, and that has never since turned up. This was 
in the old Tycoon's days, when, had we not fallen into 
good hands we certainly should have been sent back and 
haided over the coals ; but as it is, we look back upon it 
as one of the most pleasant experiences of the kindness 
and real hospitality of the Japanese that we ever received. 
Now-a-days, foreigners obtain passports, and go almost 
anywhere they like, and so long as they behave them- 
selves they are not interfered witli ; but in those days 
there was some danger — for no one knew who were 
friends and who were foes of foreigners, and the ordei-s 
respecting them were very stringent. The yakunins of the 
village ought to have sent us back, and I can hardly reahze 
now that any could then be found to take such a responsi- 
bility on themselves as they did. However, we all got 
safely back, delighted with all we had seen, the httle 
sport we had enjoyed, and the good people we had met. 



CHAPTER XXL 

WHAT IB JAPAN LIKE? — ALL WHO VISITED IT OHARHED 
WITH IT. — THE GOVERNMENT AND PRINCES CONDEMNED BUT 
THE COUNTRY AND PEOPLE UNIVERSALLY APPROVED OP, — ^PRE- 
PARATIONS MADE BY GOVERNMENT FOR THE RECEPTION OF 
FOREIGNERa AT OPENING OF THE PORT, A PROOF OP THE 
INTENTION TO ACT UP TO TREATY ENGAGEMENTS. — THE 
tycoon's power limited as against the most POWERFUL 
DAIMIOS. — ^THE COURT NOBLES JOIN THE DISAFFECTED DAIMIOS. 

THEIR INFLUENCE WITH THE MIKADO. — THE YOUTH OF THE 

TYCOON PREVENTS VIGOUROUS ACTION. — ENDEAVOUR TO OBEY 
THE MIKADO TO THE LETTER ONLY. — OFFICIAL INTERFERENCE 
TO BUSINESS BETWEEN JAPANESE AND FOREIGNERS. — SILK TO 
YOKOHAMA RESTRICTED IN QUANTITY. — SILKWORM EGGS SALE 
FORBIDDEN. — GENEILOj PUBLIC MEETING ON THE SUBJECT. — 
LETTER TO THE CONSULS. — STEPS TAKEN BY THE CONSULAR 
BO.VRD, AND THE REPLY FROM THE CONSULS TO THE 
MERCHANTS. 

What like a country is Japan? must have been a 
question very frequently put to those whom circumstances 
had directed, or enabled, to visit this country in those 
days. For myself, I well remember the kind of 
hero I considered a gentleman to be, who, on onr 
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becoming ftcquaintod at the George Hotel, Ballarat, 
Victoria, UM me lio had just come Jrom thence. The 
nowspiipcrs had, diiriiij; the preceding' three j-ears, for 
this was in 18(')2, been freciuontly doUng out intelUgeuce 
from the ni'wly-opened country, both as to its present 
doings and past history. At the time I had no more 
idea of visiting it, than 1 had of fraternising with the man 
in the moon. Nothing that my now friend tohl mc im- 
parted to me any special desire to go there ; for, at the 
time my thoughts were turned in a totally different direc- 
tion. But he was so charmed with his visit, that lie 
spoke of the country and the people with a kind of 
enthusiasm that gave an additional interest to all he 
had to tell. 

Yet he was here wdien many of these troubles that 
I have descri])ed were going on. I do not remember 
that ho mentioned any of them. His . one idea 
seemed to be that there was no country like Japan, no 
people like the Japanese. He told of the feudal customs ; 
of the daimios and then- retainers ; of the open-heartetl 
nature of the people. He described many of the 
peculiarities that came especially under the notice 
of the foreign sojourners in Yokohama; the system 
of ward suiTeillance ; the hi-no-ban, or native night 
watch : the fire brigade with its extraordinary features ; 
the wrestlers ; the theatres ; the tea-houses ; the ex- 
cursions. He did not omit the two-sworded race. And 
yet he had nothing to say of the danger to which 
life was exposed ; nor of anything else that would have 
soldered the rose-tint with which his reminiscences of 
Japan were coloured. 

And so, wh(^n circumstances directed my footsteps 
hither, I found it amongst at least the majority of the 
residents. 

The sad episode, a narrative of which I have brought 
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to a conclusion, had just been closed ; the settlement with 
Satsuma brought to a satisfactory climax ; when I arrived 
on a visit, without an idea of becoming a permanent 
resident. 

I found plenty of trouble on hand, between the for- 
eigners, the native Government, and the native chiefs. 
No one had a word of apology for the former of 
the two last-named ; and every one a deal of condemna- 
tion for the latter ; and yet none had anything but good 
to say of the country and people at large. 

Merchants complained, and that loudly and constantly, 
of the obstructions placed in the way of business by the 
Japanese officials, as well as of the absolute impossibility 
of making the Japanese merchants adhere strictly to the 
terms of their contracts; and vet they said that since 
they were dooined to live away from home, it was a good 
providence that had cast theu* lot in Japan. As to my 
own experience, which evidently was not exceptional but 
the reverse, I admit that in spite of all that I daily 
heard — of ronins; of the hatred for foreigners; of the 
hindrances to commerce ; of the dangers surrounding 
lis ; and of all the disagreeables we were subject to — I 
was simply charmed, fascinated, and content to believe 
that life was all that it appeared to be on the surface. 

Alas ! while such were the feelings operating with the 
most of us, amid all those scenes that seemed to picture 
the primeval innocence of Eden, what deeds of darkness 
— what Cain-like treachery — were enacted ! But there is 
time enough to tell of those deeds. In this chapter let 
me speak on other points. 

In the early chapters of this narrative, it has been told 
liow great were the preparations for the an-ival of 
foreign merchants in anticipation of the opening of the 
ports. 

To my mind this was always a proof that the Tycoon's 
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Government intended honestly to act np to all its engage- 
ments ^vith lis. No one surely could foresee such a 
series of casualties as arose from the fact of their making 
treaties with us ; and increased in consequence of their 
steadfastly doing all in their power to be loyal to their 
engagements. 

But how rugged was the path they cut out for them- 
selves the preceding chapters must have revealed. The 
powers of the Shogunate, which had never before been 
questioned, were more than questioned now. Boldly 
men stood forward, indifferent to consequences, and 
asserted their acts to he illegal. And although they who 
did so, were ohligod deferentially to submit to the punish- 
ment awarded to them, yet the Shoguns hesitated to take 
the lives of the greatest of them, for they felt that there 
was a line beyond which even they dare not go. Such 
men as Youitomo, the first and third Ashikaoa, Iyeyas' 
and Iyemitz', amongst Shoguns, and Nobunaoa and 
HiDEYosHi (Taiko-sama) amougst those who exercised the 
powers, without receiving the title, of Shogun, would pro- 
bably have made short work of any who should so openly 
oppose them ; but they were resolute men, whose position 
had been won by the sword ; and whose authority must be 
maintained by it. Tycoons since 1853 were boys with- 
out the requisite personal experience, ambition or energy 
and those who acted for them had not the daring necessary 
to take extreme measures against such men as Mrro, 
Satsuma and Choshiu. 

But there was another element opposed to them. 
Hitherto the kuges or nobles of the Mikado's Court, 
though holding rank in the country superior to that of 
the Shogun himseK (until invested with special rank 
by the Miliado) — but without an atom of power — had 
kept quiescent in all affairs of state. The opening of the 
ports aroused them. They willingly allied themselves 
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with the discontented daimios, and, having the ear of 
the Mikado, easily influenced him in favour of those who 
made their cause the resuscitation of his ancient 
authority. The Tycoon was all-powerful so long as he 
had the Mikado on his side. With him arrayed with 
his enemies against him, he was impotent. Now, 
wlu'ii ho saw that the Mikado was opposed to him, his 
mind had to be made up. He must either obey the 
imperial orders ; or he must buckle on his armom*, 
boldly summon his faithful daimios, hatamotos, and 
their attendant hosts, and take the field, as some of his 
predecessors had done. He would have had to tread the 
bloody path over which Yoiutomo strode to power; to 
have met his foes as Yoiutsune did when Gotoba-no-In, 
the 82nd emperor, collected an army and sent it against 
him to destroy him, and recover the lost rule; or to 
boldly set the Mikadonic word at defiance, and like 
AsHiK.vnA TAK.V-UJI, proclaim his o^vn sovereignty ; di'ive 
before him all who might be sent against him ; and, 
if necessary, proclaim another emperor. 

But such things coidd not be expected of mere youths ; 
and there were none left to act thus vigorously on their 
behalf. All that could be done now was, to receive the 
imperial commands ; to obey where obedience was 
practical)le ; and passively to let the rest go by default. 

1 have described how they strove to obey the orders 
received from Kioto to the letter, by sending in the 
communication signed by Ogasawaiia, announcing their 
desire to close the poi-ts. We shall presently see that 
tJie spirit they never had any intention of acting up to. 

13ut in one respect they more than once did appear 
anxious to yield obedience negatively if not positively. 
Tluir orders were to drive out foreigners. That they could 
liot do. The treaties also provided that the Government 
should exercise no ofiicial interference in dealings between 
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native and foreip;n merchants. But the treaties did not 
say that th(»y should not i)ut any restrictions they hknl 
on the sondiiig merchandise to the open poi*ts ; nor make 
any provision facihtatin«j: the; shipment of goods pur- 
chased of native merchants. 

Accordin^L^ly ^vc find them usuig hoth these kinds 
of active and passive hindrances to business ; doubt- 
less with tile hope of starving as out. The quantity 
of silk sent to Yokohama was greatly restricted; tbt 
sale of silkworm's e«rf;s to foreigners strictly for- 
bidden ; and the inconvenimce arisin*^ to merchantfi 
from the insufficient supply of cargo-])oats and other 
causes was so great that a General ru])lic Meeting of ail 
the residents was held at the residence of Mr. S. Maine, 
(representative of Messrs. Fletcukk i*;- Co.), "for the 
purpose of considering a letter to the Consuls on simdry 
matters of loss and inconvenience now suffered bv the 
community at the hands of the Japanese (Government, 
ui)on which remonstrance has long been called for and 
frequently made in vain." 

The following is the letter tliat was sent to the 

Consuls : — 

YohoJiiund, LUnt Ainffisty l^UH. 
Gkntlkmkn, 

We the undersigned, UKanhers of the Foreign Coni- 
nuniity of Yokoliama, considering the present an o])- 
jioi'tune monu-nt for again bringh)g before your notice 
grievances that liave been rejieatedly nnd in vain urge<l 
upon the noliee of the Japanes(» Authorities, lu'g lo 
recall your attention to the following points in which wc 
consider that we have a right to look for improvement. 

One of tbe principal causes of complaint, which hab 
been prominently brouglit forward on several occasions, 
is tbe general ini-r.iiieieucy of the Custcmi House system, 
esj)eciaHy as regtivds cargo-boats and coolies, which are 
a (lovernnient monopoly, and the nial-administration of 
which is a constant and unnecessary impediment to 
trade. 



LETTER OF THE COMMUNITY TO THE CONSULS. 253 

The cargo-boats are inadequate in number, and 
dofectivG in construction and capacity, for the require- 
ments of tlie increjisin*' tradi* of Yokohama. Thev are 
open and slightly built, and altogether their construction 
is such that goods cannot be entrusted to them with 
safety except in fair weather only. 

This grievance has lately become so pressing, and an 
impaovcment is now so absolutely necessary, that it is 
: ''riously contemplated by the community to form among 
tlu'msvlvcs a cargo-boat Company, under Foreign super- 
intendence, that, self-supporting, shall carry out the 
necessary objects, which under the present system can- 
not be obtained. The community would therefore be 
«^lad to know if such a scheme would meet your cordial 
cooperation and assistance, or if you would impress upon 
the Japanese Government the absolute necessity of 
changing the present system and of introducing one 
similar to that in contemplation by the community. If 
the Japanese Government |is willing to undertake the 
])roper management of a ciirgo-boat system, the com- 
munity will lay before you the plans and estimates they 
have already provided themselves with for that purpose. 

Another serious cause of complaint and by no means 
inferior to the foregoing, is the fact that the community 
cannot emi)loy coolies, except from, or with the permis- 
sion of, the coolie-mast(jrs who form part of the Custom- 
house establishment. It has frequently happened that 
coolies have ])een applied lor and not obtained, and this 
at a time when then were large numbers of coolies who 
would have ])een glad to have obtained employment if 
they had dared to do so without l)eing told olf for such a 
dutv bv the Custom House. As an uistance of this 
monopoly of coolies, the connnunity would l)eg to bring 
t<> your notice, that on tht^ moment of the i)ayment of 
the indemnity to tlie Knglish Govennnent, a double rate 
of liii-e was demanded and obtained bvthe coolie masters, 
without the i)articii)ation l)y the coolies themselves in 
such an increased rate. The increased rate continues to 
the i>resent moment, notwithstanding the prt)mise made 
by the Govenuu* of Kanagawa, to tlu? Consuls, that this 
abuse should be disc-nitinued. 

The communitv would alst) beg to call vour attention 
to the nou-complianco on the part of the Japanese, of 
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their obligations with respect to land-renters, accepted by 
the native authorities at the time of the signature of the 
title-deeds. 

One of strong reasons urged for jBxing so exorbitant a 
ground-rent, was that the Japanese Government Lad 
pledged itself to keep the streets and drains in thorough 
repair, and to form a bund in front of the Settlement. 
The latter, after the expiraticm of along period, has bttn 
completed ; but now that it is completed they have com- 
menced to build outside it; a precedent that if uot 
protested against might bo carried out to any extent all 
along the Bund. 

It is stated that the projected buildings on the Bund 
are intended for Bonded warehouses. If such is the case 
their position is ill-suited and their size is far too small 
for the purpose intended. But we would strongly urge 
upon you the fact, that the system of bonded warehouses 
would not meet the requirements of a commercial com- 
munity in the same way as a system of drawbacks, 
similar to that organised, and for so long a time in 
successful operation, in China. 

With regard to the promise of keeping the streets and 
di'ains in thorough repair, it is notorious to every one 
that up to the present moment there has been no s^'stem 
of drainage whatsoever. AVitliin the last few dajs, some 
open gutters, probably intended to supply the place of 
drams, have ])eeu commenced : but as these are in no 
way adapted for carrying away the refuse of the settle- 
ment, the commimity would respectfully suggest that 
their construction should 1)0 discontinued imtil a com- 
petent Engineer could l)e obtained from China for the 
piu'i^ose of carrying out a proper system. The exi)enses 
of providing sucli an engineer would be willingly under- 
taken by the community. 

Before concluding we would l)eg to call your attention 
to a most glaring instance oi" obstruction to trade. A 
restriction has been placed on the free introduction of 
Silk to Yokohama, Not more than fifty piculs per diem 
are allowed to ])e brought in to this market. This has 
already ])egun to tell U]K)n the small native merchants, 
w^ho are loud in their coinplaints, and who declare that it 
will ere long be the cause of their ruin. 
We would strongly xu'ge upon you the necessity of 
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Bifting this matter to the bottom, and of supplying an 
iramodiato remedy, if possible : espt'cially as we are 
assured by the Jiipanese mer(*li:ints tln-iiist'lves, that any 
prt:)t(^st ou the paii; of the Consuls would be followed by 
immediate reparation. 

We have the honor to be, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble SeiTants, 

.'Signed by the greater part of the Foreign Com- 
munity. ! 

[Addressed to all the Consuls.] 

Immediate steps were taken l)y the Board of Consuls 

to l)ring the su))ject under the notice of the diplomatic 

representatives, and a month later H. B. M.'s Consul 

sent the following reply as regards the silk supply : — 

** The undersigned was this day informed by the 
Governor of Kanagawa, that instructions have been 
received from Yedo, to the effect that measures had been 
taken, to render the conveyance of silk to this settlement 
from to-morrow and the day following, as unrestricted as 
it was prior to the supposed restriction. 

** The undersigned, who was further authorised by the 
Governor to communicate the above to the British 
mercantile community, hopes the event may fulfil the 
assurance. 

(Signed) Charles A. Winchester. 

//. B. Mi's Consid. 
24th September, 1863. 
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^fEKTTXr.S OF THE OHEAT DMMTOS TN YEDO AND laOTO.— 
nEPOKT OF ONE OF TIIK'vr. — RTMOm OF TTTE CoNriKE^rEXr oF 
THE TYCOON. — OOASAWAP^a's lIXlMOmTTON TO r»ELEASE HIM.— 
0(nHV\VAKA ADVANCES TO Fl'SniMT, BIT FINDING THE KUMOn: 
TO HE UNTUUE, RETCUNS TO OSAKA. — DISMISSED FROM TFK 
G0T10.TIF, AND ORDEllED TO RE CONFINED IN THE TYCOON'S 

cAS'i'TiE. — coRRi:sroNDENCE ^J:T^^^:EN the tycoon's CrO^TR^'- 

^lENT AND THE FOF.EKiN RFPRESENTATTVES. — THE FRENi'n 
minister's SFOi.ESTIONS. — DISTRESSINCr NEAVS FROM OSAKA 
OF THE ASSASSINATION OF MERCHANTS. — NOTICES IKJSTED JN 
KIOTO AND OSAKA FORRIDDIN;; ^lERCHANTS TO DO Rl'SIXESS 

WITH FOREKiNERS. LETTEH FROM THE MINISTERS OF FOREIGN 

AFFAIRS TO DR. WINCHESTER. AMUSEMENTS. BAD NEWjS 

FROAr NAGASAKI. — ^ITTtDER OF LIEFT. CA^IUS. — GORO,nr EX- 

T^RESSES ITS REGRET TO THE FRENCH MINISTER. OPENING OF 

THE ENGLISH EPISCOPAL CHURCH. — ANOTHER BRANCH BANK 
ESTABLISHED. — EFFECTS OF THE PRESENCE OF THE ALLIED 
S<,»1:aDR0N. — : (^REIGN SAILORS AND THi: JAPANESE. 

1 HAVE mentioned the meetin^.^ of the groat daimios 
that took place in Yedo and Kioto. It is not certain how 
these were conducted ; hut the follo^ving is from a report 
of one of them : — 
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** At the principal of these meetings, the Gosanke (or 
tlirec families from whom the Tycoon can he chosen, — 
OwAiu, MiTO and Ki-siu) were represented. Ow.vri was 
the principal speaker and the Minister MinzuNO Idzumi- 
NO- Kami repeated, word for word, the phrases used ))y him, 
to the daimios around. 

* OwARi spoke to this effect : — 

* During the last 400 years our country had enjoyed the 
the calm and sweets of peace, until in the year of 
Tempo, 7 Perryl there came the f(n*eign ships from the 
West, constantly appearing on our coasts. Eecently, 
when it appeared probable that war would arise I jwe] 
demanded of the daimios and the hatamotos if they w\»re 
ready and could sustain it. All replied that they had 
not arms and were not prepared for the combat. The 
Mikado and the Tycoon told them this should not be so. 
For five years hence there is no fear of war. During 
this interval you must make all preparation. Up to the 
present time you have passed your existence in pleasure, 
2)laying the samiscn and drinking Hake. Now in 
the prospect of war you must change all this. During 
the next five years only have heaii; for the work. Pei'fcct 
yourselves in the use of the sword and the lance, and the 
exercise of the musket. If you have not money we will 
j)rovide you with it ; to those of you who do not i^ossess 
10,000 kokus we will lend uj) to the amount of 40,000 
itchibus. You can then buy all j^ou want for the war, 
arms, swords, bows, muskets, lances. ]>ut you shall 
show all you purchase to an agent we will appoint, 
that we may judge the price you have paid for 
them." 

** After the sittmg was closed, on the same day, Midzuno 
Idzumi-no-Kami reproduced this discourse to all the 
hatamotos, and the day following the two documents 
were sent to every Governor and to all the heads of Police 
to be distributed through all Japan.' 

NOTICE. 

* To all the inhabitants of Yedo, and all other places in 
Japan, — who know the use of the musket, the exercise of 
the lance and the sword : — to ronins and the inhabitants 
of the mountains. 

* If there are any amongst you who are capable of bear- 
ing arms, let them make themselves known to the Go- 
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vernors of Police, and thej^ will be employed at the fol- 
lowinf); rates. 

* For men of tli(» first sol(»ction, 400 itcbibus, and 200 
sacks of rice per year. 

* For men of the second rank, 200 itcbibus, and 100 
sacks of rice a vear. 

* For all others, 120 itchibns and 70 sacks of rice/ 

2nd CmruLAR. 

* To all those who are versed in the ai-t of makbg 
arms, p;uns and cannon, swords, lances, and all things 
used in war. 

* If vou will come to us you shall be en<;ai3:ed on verv 
advantageous terms." 

Towards Ihe end of the month of June, a report 
reached Yedo that the Tvcoon was in durance lile at 
Kioto. It was therefore resolved that Ooasawara should 
go down to Osaka with an armed force to free liim from 
such an i<j[nominious position and ))ring him to Yedo. 

Two British steamers, the Elgin and the Rajah, were 

chaiiered for the purpt)se of conveying him and his 

troops to Osaka. Having landed they marched as far 

as Fushimi on the road to Kioto; but here they not 

only heard that there was no restrahit bej'ond the 

Mikado's orders, upon the Tycoon ; but also that the 

enraged samurai had resolved to capture and imprison 

OctASAWAaA himself as soon as he reached the metropohs. 

Under these circumstances he turned back to Osaka; 

and shortly aftenvards, at the close of a public document 

notifying the appointment of certain daimios as guards 

of the different gates of the Imperial residence, occurs 

this short sentence : — 

** As to Ogasawara Dzusho-no-Kami, the Tycoon thinks 
fit to remove him from office. 
By order of the Tycoon at Kioto, 

(Signed) InzuMi-NO-KAm. 

" Ogasawaiia Dzusuo-no-Kami is placed in confinement 
in the Tycoon's castle at Osaka.'* 
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In September certain correspondence took place be- 
tweeen the foreign representatives and the Tycoon's 
Government. 

Allusion was first made to the dismissal of Ogasawara 
from oSice, and a hope was expressed that the disgrace 
of this minister almost immediately after the sending in 
the letter as to the closing of the ports, wonld be followed 
])vthc withdrawal of the letter itself. 

A separate letter of the French Minister impressively 
speaks of the **good feeling and friendshii) evinced 
]>y the Foreign Governments towards Japan," and 
warns the ministry of the injurious effects of a ruptui'c 
of these good relations, and the serious responsibility of 
those who shall wcH'k to this end. He then points out 
the necessary steps that should be taken to aveii; such a 
calamity from the empii-e, and suggests : — 

**1. — That the Tycoon should declare the letter of 
Ogasawara to be \\'ithdrawn, and the treaties in full force. 

** 2. — That the Tycoon should rejn'ess all aggression, and 
procure complete satisfaction for the outrages committed 
on Foreign flags. 

**3. — That the Tycoon should engage to protect For- 
eigners in their persons, their property and their trade. 
And 

** Lastly, that ho shall guard and endeavour to promote 
the extension of relations between Japan and foreign 
countries, especially in respect to the opening of Osaka 
and Hiogo." 

The reply of the Government was very carefully 

worded : ])ut it gave little or no indication of their future 

policy. 

News now came from Osaka of a very distressing 
character. Several assassinations had taken i)lace, the 
victims being merchants of the higher class, having large 
trading relations with Yokohama merchants. Of course 
these murders were attriljuted to the ronins ; and no 
doubt with justice. 
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Notices appeared both in Kioto and Osaka to this 

effect : — 

** The Tycoon has secret dealings with the foreigners 
with the aid of our wicked merchants who do busmess 
witli them. These merchants go to Yokohama, sell 
ever^ihing — silk, tea and other produce : so that all 
products are very dear, and the people much troubled. If 
we do not take care all will be oppressed. We arc 
charged to punish these merchants. You w^ho may owe 
money to Yokohama traders, do not pay thein ; and if 
they comjdain to the officers at Yedo, have no fear on 
that account — say that you will cause them to be cut in 
pieces. 

**Koshiu, Oshiu, Shinshiu merchants — merchants from 
all the silk provinces, see to this notice. Take cai-e that 
you send no silk, tea or cotton, to Yedo. If you dis- 
regard this, vou, vour children and all your relations \sill 
be crushed.'* 

The jdacard was only signed: — **The executors of 

justice.'' Eightly or wrongly it was said to have ofl&cial 

sanction. 

It is amusing, after perusing the letter of I)r. 
Winchestp:?. on the subject of the removal of all obstruc- 
tions to the entry of silk into the settlement, which letter 
was dated September 24th, to read the following received 
by the Consul on the 4th October from the Ministers for 
Foreign Affairs in reply to a letter wiitten by Dr. 
WiNciiESTF.n on the 2()tli September. 

** We have received your d('si)atch No. 38 dated 2(»tL 
September. We have fully understood what you have 
communicated respecting the scarcity of Silk. 

An order has been given to tlie different dei)artments 
regarding the export thereof ; and thus there is no reason 
whatever that there should be any restriction, as you 
make mention of in vour despatches, for any article at 
all. 

Lut as the trade hi Silk is ilourishing from da}' to day. 
we are of opinion, that it is a noic of some person (or 
persons), who, in order to make large profits have bought 
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up all the Silk, and then, ))y si)rea(ling such reports as 
you mention, unsettle the Foreigners, and thus expect to 
gain their object. 

Whatever may he the cause, we have taken the above 
into mature consideration, and have given the necessary 
instructions to the proper authorities, and we therefore 
think that the sale of Silk will shortly take place in a 
proper way, and that either yesterday or to-day there 
will have l)een some signs of it. 

We now ti-ust that you will believe that what we have 
stated is true. 

With respect *&c., 

(Signed) Minister for Foreign Affau's. 

4th October 18G3. 

The monotony of social life was broken about this 
time, by the arrival of some musical artists fi*om 
Australia. They were Miss Bailey, Mr. Marquis 
Chisholm, Mr. Sipp and Signor Robbio — the last-named 
a violinist of exceeding merit. 

And while the fleet was lying inactive in the harbour, 
a capital two days regatta was got up (5th and 6th 
October) which was the forenmner of many such 
amusements. 

But the sweet and bitter were strangely mingled. 
From Nagasaki tidings came that the Governor had 
waited on the British Consul and warned him that 
a number of ronins had arrived from Choshiu's territory, 
who, enraged at the retribution that had recently fallen 
upon that clan, were expected to attack the foruign 
settlement. He urged that no foreigner should enter the 
town after dark, or go from home miarmed. A meeting 
of the residents was held, at which it was arranged that 
a strong guard of sailors from H. M. Ss. Leopai'd and 
liattler, then in port, should patrol the settlement. 

^Vnd Yokohama was once more the scene of active 
sorrow. If I only tell of the actual deaths that were 
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occasioned by the attacks of the cruel cowards — cruel, 
for their assaults could do no good, being on single 
individuals, and were of a nature that showed, by the 
number of mortal wounds, the desperate hatred by which 
they were moved ; and cowardly, for their attacks were 
always made from behind — if, I say, I sbould tell only of 
actual murders, the list were sad enough } but should 
I tell of the occasions on which foreigners were wantonly 
threatened, and escaped, they hardly knew how, the 
pluck of the meml)ers of the young community, in 
sticking to the place aud making light of the atrocities 
they had ever to be prepared for, would appear even 
more remarkable. Within a few days, a ladv aud 
gentleman, (piietly walking close to the town were 
threatened, and a gentleman riding a fine stud-bred 
horse on the hUl leading to the Bluff was actually at- 
tacked, within hail of the guard of the British Legation, 
and only escaped by the spirit of his steed. And now, 
foiu* weeks after the anniversary of the tragedy on the 
Tokaido, another l)arl)arous murder has to be recorded. 

About 4 o'clock in the afternoon of the 15th October, 
news was conveyed to the various consulates that "the 
body of a foreign(^r had ])een discovered at the \illage 
of Hodogaya on the Tokaido, about 3^ miles distant 
from the settlement. 

Mr. Von Buandt, the Prussian Consul, with Lieut. 
Applin and the Military Train Escort, immediately went 
to the spot indicated, tunl the French Escort quickly 
followed. 

Mr. Blkcoian, of the French Legation, proceeded 
w^ith two Chasseurs by th(^ country road, traversing the 
plain at the back of the settlement, intending to cross 
the hilly ridge that sc^parates this plain from that along 
which the Tokaido runs. On coming, however, to a 
small bridge at the tmiiing off of the pathway that leads 
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to Kanasawa, at a distance of only a little over a mile 
from Yokohama, they, with Colonel Fisher, IJ. S. Consul, 
Dr. Jknkins, and some Japanese mounted officers, whom 
they overtook, came suddenly upon the body of the 
murdered man. It was lying across the narrow bridle- 
road they would have had to travel, about twenty yards 
beyond the bridpje ; and to their horror they recognised it 
to be the horril)ly mutilated body of Lieut. Camus, a 
sub-Lieut of the 8rd battalion of the Chasseurs d'Afrique. 
On examination of the coi-pse, the sight that met their 
view was appalling indeed. Some twenty wounds had 
been inflicted, most of which were sufficient to cause 
death. The bridle-arm had been severed from the 
trunk, with a portion of the reins yet in hand ; and this 
was fomid ten paces from the body. 

The assassin was never discovered. There was no 
one to describe how the foul deed was done ; for Camus was 
taking a quiet country ride alone. He was one of the 
most enthusiastic admirers of the country and its people. 
Tlie idea of going out amaed with a revolver was quite 
foreign to him. His confidence in them was complete. 
And he met his reward. The immediate result of this 
was, that Admmal Juares landed a number of men, 
planted the * tricolor' on the Bluff commanding the 
settlement, and declared he would hold it for the protec- 
tion of foreigners. 

Directly the news reached Yedo, the Gorojiu com- 
mimicated to !Mons. de Bellecourt their deep regret at 
the occurrence, and promised to use every effort to find 
the peii^etrators of the diabolical crime. 

Let me pass on. /Vi-e my readers as weary of reading 
of these deeds as I am of recording them ? Then I will 
pause awhile and adopt another strain — but alas ! I 
shall yet have to retm*n to the minor key more than 
once before my task is ended. 
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On the 1 8tli October, the English Episcopal Chiirch, 
under tlio nnnic of Cln-ist Clnircli, was opened for Divine 
service, which hail liitherto been held, first in the jnivate 
parlonr of the British Consul's residence, and sub- 
sequently in the Coui-t room of H. B. M.'s Consulate. The 
new edifice was 4(> feet long by 30 broad, and was 
calculated to seat from 800 to 350 persons. Its cost was 
about $2,800 (£7tH)). The Re^-erend M. Buck);\-orth 
Bailey, ^F. A., had arrived from home, with tlie apj^oint- 
ment of 11. ^f.'s Consular Chaplain, some time befoiv. 
Tlie actual consecration of the building did not take 
place until some years afterwards, when Bishop Alforp, 
of Hongkong, being in Yokohama on a visit, perfonned 
the ceremony. 

A third Bank opened a branch in Yokohama this 
month — the Commercial Bank of India — under the 
temporary charge of Mr. J. W. Mc Lellan ; but after a 
trial of about three years, this, and the Ceiitral Bank of 
Western India closed their l)ranches here, and retired 
from the field. 

The presence of the alHed squadrons, now always 
amounting to from twenty to twenty-four men-of-war, 
made Yokoliama comparatively gay. Theatrical per- 
fonuances were got up both l)y the French and Enghsh 
services ; and nothing could exceed the cordiality existing 
between the fleets and tlie shore. One disadvantage 
arose to the community from the presence of so many 
seamen, who used by tunis to l)e allowed ashore in large 
numbers evi'vy day : and that w^as, ihc springing up of a 
gn-cit number of grog-shops, which in certain localities 
became sonu'tuiies troublestmie. It is, however, wonderful 
how rarolv tlu-rc was aiiv serious quarrelling either 
among tin* foreign sailors thomselvi.'S, or with the 
Japanese. When Jack got his stores aboard he was 
often enough as obstrepolous as is his wont ; but the 
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JapaneRe seemed to take kindly to him, and to receive all 
his roughness with rare good humour. The Japanese 
themselvos are amihing hut tea-totalers. Whatever may 
1)0 said ahout western ships conveying to the unsophis- 
tocated islanders of the Pacific, ** missionaries and rum,*' 
the Japanese had not to he taught the art of toping. It 
would he wtII, however, for foreign sailors and others who 
indulge puhlicly, if they would take a lesson out of their 
hook. WTien in his cups a Japanese of the commoner 
class is a model of good humour. I cannot altogether 
say as much for the old fighting men ; for the ruling 
passion came out in them, and they were no better than 
they should he. The commoner, however, never having 
thoughts of violence hi his mind ordinarily, they do not 
appear to come to him when the wine is in and the wit 
out. They carry on in their joyous, happy-go-lucky way, 
and are no more to he feared than when they are sober. 

There were two or three occasions when the conduct of 
foreign sailors was beyond endurance, and they had to 
pay the penalty. Although T shall have to mention these 
in their proper places, I do not class them with the savage 
assaults I have previously had to dwell upon. 

It is really marvellous that trouble did not frequently 
arise between the natives and the service men ; for there 
was just the same de'il-may-care-ishness on the part of 
the latter, that distinguishes them the world over. 
Besides the grog-shops, there arose a number of livery- 
stables where ponies wTre i)rovided wath an especial view 
to help Jack in getting rid of some of his surplus dollars. 
It was one of the most favourite ways of chasing the 
happy hours away, of the few that were open to the 
holiday-makers ; and it often required all the good nature 
theii' own countrvmen could muster, on the consideration 
that a little exuberance of spirits might be allowed to 
men freed for a few hours from the long and strict dis- 
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cipHne of ship-board, to pardon the vagaries of the im- 
accuKtomed equestrians. But though they galloi)^(l 
through the streets, endangering Hfe and limb, and not 
unfrequently causing severe injuries in their coui*se, few 
complaints were laid against tliem ; and there seemed to 
be no disinclination on the part of the Japanese to 
fraternise with them. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

ANOTHER ATTEMPT TO YIELD OBEDIENCE TO KIOTO. — U. 8. 
AND DUTCH MINISTERS, INCITED TO MEET GOROJIU, PROCEED 
TO YEDO. — THE INTERVIEW. — INFORMED THAT FOREIGNERS 
MUST LEAVE YOKOHAMA, AND THE PORT BE CLOSED ; BUT THAT 
THE LETTER SENT BY OGASAWARA WAS RETRACTED, AND TRADE 
WITH NAGASAKI AND HAKODATE PERMITTED. — TRANSLATION BY 
MR. ENSLIE OF JAPANESE OFFICIAL DOCUMENT. — PROPOSAL OF 
JAPANESE GOVERNMENT TO ERECT A FORT AT BENTEN. — NOT 
PERMITTED BY FOREIGN OFFICIALS. — CHOSHIU AND THE BAKUFU. 

PROPOSAL TO MIKADO THAT HE HEAD THE ARMY FOR THE 

EXPULSION OF FOREIGNERS. DISGRACE OF CHOSHIU AND THE 
COURT NOBLES. — FLIGHT OF THE LATTER. — THE KIOTO PALACE 
GATES. — SUSPICION OF CHOSHIU'S AMBITION. — ^APPEAL ON BE- 
llAhF OF CHOSHIU. — THE CLAN*8 ATTACK ON THE PALACE. — 
DESTRUCTION OF A GREAT PART OF KIOTO. — GO\'ERNMENT 
PROPOSES ANOTHER EMBASSY TO EUROPE. — SATISFACTORY RU- 
MOURS; UNSATISFACTORY FACTS. — RONINS. — JAPANESE ORDER 
SHIPS FROM AMERICA AND EUROPE. — SUICIDAL ORDER OF 
GON'ERNMENT TO PREVENT TRADE IN SILKWORM'S EGGS. — STATE 
OF PARTIES IN JAPAN. — CHOSHIU EXPECTED IN YEDO TO MAKE 
SUBMISSION. — PALACE OF TYCOON AGAIN BURNT. — MONEY 
PLENTIFUL IN YOKOHAMA. — THE ICHIBOO EXCHANGE. — THE 
NAV.VL FORCE IN HARBOUR. — THE UNITED SERVICE CLUB. — 
MUNICIPAL MATTERS. — THE SWISS EMBASSY'S EXHIBITION. — 
MURDER OF A PORTUGUESE BY A BRITISH SUBJECT. — RECALL OF 
MOKS. DE BELLECOURT. 

We are now to >vitness another throe of the Jaj)anese 
Government in its attempt to obey the orders from 
Kioto. 
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On the 24th October, Mr. von Folesbroee and 
Pkuyn, the Representatives of the Netherlands 
the United States respectively, received an inA-itatic 
attend a conference with the Gorojiii at the house o: 
Governor of Kanagawa. The place of meeting was a 
wards altered to Yedo, and the two ministers 
thither in H. N. M.'s Medusa. 

Immediately after arrival they were coudiicte<l 
the i)resence of the Gorojiu, with whom were all 
Members of the second Chamber ; also the Govemc 
Nagasaki, (who had just arrived here) aud other i 
ofllcials. 

In the demeanour of those ollicials a marked chaoj 
a sort of dogged civility, rather than that apparc 
hearlv courtesv which had hitheilio been the notice 
feature? — was prevailing throughout. 

The conversation commenced by a very important ( 
munication from the Gorojiu. ** Thv order at cxpw 
Uatifd hji and tliroufjh Ogasaw.vra Is rt'tnictcd.'' 

After some ordinary hesitation, however, the real 
of the sought interview came out. — **But," said, 
Gorojiu, *' if trade continm^s to be carried on 
Yokohama, a revolution will ensue in the coui 
therefore the trade must be transferred to Nagai 
and Hakodate." 

The Ministers, naturalh' asked if the Govemn 
were not able to put down such a revolution as i 
said threatened the coimtry. 

The Gorojiu answered, it was ** a very great sham 
Japan, l)ut they could m)t." 

The (iorojiu further added tliat they had appoh 
two rienii)otentiaries, to tell the Ministers of Fori 
Powers why foreigners must leave Yokohama, am 
negociate the terms of their leaving. 

The Ministers expressed theii* great surprise thai 
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a subject of such vast importance the Gorojiu had not 
communicated to the British and French Ministers ; to 
which the Gorojiu rephed that they had communicated 
first with the Representatives of Holland and the 
United States, because the country had first intercourse 
with those nations. 

The Ministers upon this, both rephed that they 
should, of course, report this conversation to their 
repective Governments. 

The Gorojiu : — *' But cannot the Ministers or any of 
them consent to give up the settlement at Yokohama, 
without consulting theii* Governments ? Foreigners could 
go to Nagasaki and then the treaties would remain in 
force. The trcaiks with foreigners had only been made 
fis an experiment to see if trade with foreigners would 
(inswer for JapanS' 

The Gorojiu, being asked what steps had been taken 
towards bringing the Prince of Nagato to punishment 
for his recent attacks upon foreign vessels, answered, 
*' Nothing yet was done, but they wx^re busily -engaged 
in this matter. In Japan these things could not be 
hastened. It was the Japanese custom to do these 
things more quietly." 

The high officers present were — Midzuno Idzumi-no- 
Kami, Itakura Suwo-No-KiMi, (who w^as the principal 
spokesman,) Mowori KAWAciii-No-IiAMi, and Miwa Totomi- 
no-Kami. 

It so happened that about this time Mr. James J. 
Enslik, Acting-Consul at Hakodate, sent to Colonel 
Neale a dispatch, under date 17th October, in which he 
f:ave translations of certain documents that had come 
into his hands, one of which, in paiiicular, throws 
some hght on the communications that were made to 
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the British Charge d' Affaires as above. Mr. Ensue 

writes : — 

** As soon as the daimios were informed that a delay 
had been gi'anted to Japan for opening the ports, they 
sent a Proclamation to Yedo, though the Mikado, in 
which they claimed the honour of having forced the 
foreigners to grant this delay. This is what the Mikado 
ordered to be WTitten to the Tycoon, and it embodies the 
demands of the daimios. 

***The honour and safety of our coimtry, not only 
demand that the Tc-hits-ro-a (English, French, Russians, 
Americans^ shall not enter our sacred empire any 
further, but the liberties they now enjoy must be 
restricted. It is quite natural that they relinquished 
their supposed rights to Osaka and Yedo; and in doing so 
thev showed a little coniuion sense. I have ordered 
OiiAFwA Saye:^ion to inform you of the petition of the 
southern daimios. As the peace which has long reigned 
in Japan renders it impossible to enforce our orders on 
the Te-hits-ro-a, they must be reasoned with. Kanagawa 
must bo closed, as their residence there is a disgi'ace to 
our nation, and the reasons assigned for Yedo and Osaka 
must again 1)0 adduced. Tell them this is absolutely 
necessary for the peace of Yedo ; and that * when a 
nation experioncos no change it enjoys peace.' (Extract 
from Soowj-Fu, one of the four Chinese classics). You 
must also add that the presence of fcn-eigners at Kana- 
gawa (Yokohama) increases the price of tlie daily neces- 
sarios of life, therel)y causing discontent among the 
people, who no longer obey tlioh- superiors. 

***The daimios say that the Te-hits-ro-a ought to be 
sent back to Nagasaki, as was formerly the case. As 
this would perhaps bo rather difficult, we must allow 
them to remain at Hakodate. Groat difficulty will 
perhaps be experienced in obtainuig their consent to 
leave Kanagawa, if, thoroforo, they will not listen to 
your reasons Shimoda can l)e offered to them in exchange 
for Kanagawa. This is all that can be done ; and if this 
last proposition do not jilease them, you must postpone 
your decision until you luive seen us. 

** ^ You may let ihcni cnkrialn a slhjht hope that Kami' 
fjawa wiU he reopened at aome future period : fo^: the 
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daimios say that Japan will bo able to receive foreigners 
without bhishiiif): in six orsfvon vearB.'" 

I have mentioned the faihirc of the Japanese jui- 

tliorities in respect of pLicing armed men on the Eastern 

Ilatobns, for our protection (?). They now proposed to 

erect a fort at, or opposite to, Benten, (a district at 

tlie extremity of the native town — bo called from a 

temple situated there.) In this they were quicldy 

disillusionised; the British and French Admirals 

telling them that no defence of the kind w^as needed ; 

and that any forts either there or on the heights 

commanding the settlement, would be eflfectually 

prevented. 

The punishment that had befallen the Choshiu clan, 
for firing into the foreign ships, rankled deeply in their 
bosoms. But the effects of the cannonading they had 
endured from the Wyoming, the Medusa, and more 
particularly the Semiramis, did not affect them so heavily 
as did the attempt of the Government of the Shogun to 
disavow them, and to deny their own responsibility in 
having given the orders in accordance with which the 
sliots had been fired. As brave men they were prepared 
to take the consequences of having done their duty ; but 
they indignantly deprecated the cowardice of the Govern- 
ment, that, having placed them in a position of trust as 
sentinels of the Inland sea, abandoned them in the hour 
of trial, when they had given such uiimistakeablo proof 
of their loyalty and patriotism. 

It is an open question to this day whether they really 
had the orders they professed to have acted upon. It is 
more than probable that they had ; because, when, later 
on, the Tycoon's Ministers were asked to punish them, 
and once and for all open the Straits, they hesitated, 
saying that the clan iniffht have had orders ; as much as 
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to flay that such orders might have emanated from Kioto 
and that the Yedo Government had not been made 
acquainted with the fact. They would hai'tUy, however, 
have admitted so much, had thev not luiowii that such 
commands had heen issued to them. At the same time 
there is room for doul>t, inasmuch as from the making of 
the treaties, Chosliiu liad been one of the most eanioi^t 
advocates of forcibly preventing their being earned mto 
effect. 

It will bo rememl)ered that as long ago as 1858, a 
Choshiu man invited OiiAitA. Shiqetami to Nagato to get 
up an agitation in the clan for the expulsion of the 
barbarians. In 1861, also, the Prince of Choshiu him- 
self wTote a letter to the Tycoon in which he said: 
** Smce the conclusion of the treaties the people of this 
empire have done nothing but protest against them. 
They declare that you have disregarded the Mikado's 
wish that the country should bo closed to foreigners." 
In 18G2 the clan ordered Nagai Uta to perform harakiri 
because he urged the necessity of the Mikado gi^'ing his 
imperial sanction to the treaties. And again, being in 
Yedo, the Prince of Choshiu continued his remonstrances 
in most bitter language. 

Thus it is possible that in communications that took 
place between the chieftain and the Government, some- 
thing may have passed, not intended by the latter as an 
order, but which the excited clan chose to consider as 
such ; as men oftentimes talk themselves into belief in 
malters tliat avu far from being facts. 

besides this it cannot be questioned that Choshiu was 
commanded, in conjunction w^th 8atsuma and Tosa, to 
control and keep in order the ronins who had become 
troublesome in connection witli the expulsion question 
both in Ycdo and Kioto. It is also evident that the Couil; 
nobles of Eaoto, who entered warmly into the discussions 
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that arose on the subject of the treaties, made common 
cause with Choshiu ; thus showing that he was looked 
upon more than any other daimio, as the strongest 
opponent of foreign intercourse; and when the ronins 
who adopted the curious method of warning the 
ToKUGAWA family by cutting off the heads of the wooden 
effigies of the three first Ashikaoa Shoguns, it was 
Choshiu who interceded in their behalf to mitigate 
their punishment and save their lives ; so that thence- 
forward **the ronins entertained great affection for the 
l)rince of Choshiu." 

Be this as it may — whether they received distinct 
orders, or only worked themselves into the belief that 
they had, this much is cei-tain : — that " the Court issued 
a proclamation observing that it had learnt that certain 
clans had put their hands in then* pockets and looked on 
quietly when the barbarian ships had been attacked. 
This had profoundly distressed the Emperor, for, now 
that a commencement had been made by Choshiu, it was 
the duty of all the clans to strive to achieve the work 
with all possible speed; while the Bakufu ^at the 
same time despatched envoys to Choshiu, to reprimand 
the clan for having fired on foreign vessels without 
orders.*' 

Great efforts had been made, by those who deemed 
that the Tycoon's Government was too slow in complying 
with the instructions it had received, to induce the 
Mikado to take the field in person. Amongst these 
were several of the Court nobles; but the suggestion 
originated with Choshiu, and none pressed the measure 
so m'gently as did this clan. The Mikado agreed to th© 
proposal; but, it may be supposed, unwillingly, and 
without any intention of acting upon it ; for shortly 
aftei-wards the Choshiu men who had guarded the 
Sakai-machi gate of the Dairi, or imperial palace, were 
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dismissed; and certain nobles who were acting with 
Choshiu were summoned to the palace. At this inter- 
view the displeasure of the Mikado was pronounceil 
against those who had '* falsified his wishes and given 
out that His Majesty intended to go to Yamato in order 
to take the field in person against the barbarians."— 
•* Orders were then issued that the Imperial progress 
should not take place, and a resolution was taken to 
punish Sanjo and the other six Court nobles." 

The result of this was that the Choshiu men left for 
their ovm province, accompanied by the seven Kuge. 
" The Court thereupon deprived the latter of their 
titles and rank, pmiished eighteen other official Court 
nobles who had l)eon acting with Choshiu all along, 
and prohibited the Moui family from entering the 
capital." 

All these cu'cumstances served to render the Choshiu 
people desperate. A Satsuma vessel that had been 
sent with certain Government agents on board, on state 
business, which anchored off Tanoura, opposite Shimono- 
seki, was fired on by them although the national ensign 
was flying. Messengers were sent to remonstrate with 
them, and to call attention to the fact that it was one of 
Satsuma*s ships ; and even that the Government officials 
on board had a mission to them. They replied that, in 
that case, they should anchor on their side of the strait ; 
which, on their proceeding to do, the forts poured in 
such a hail of shot that no less than thirty of the 
Satsuma men were killed. This greatly enraged the 
Prince of Satsuma, who proposed at once to send and 
demand an exphmation of the outrage ; but the Tycoon's 
Government prevented it, promising itself to obtain the 
necessary redress. 

The following, differing in some respects from the 
above, is the ** Report from the Prince of Satsuma's 
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representative in Yedo, to the Gorojiu/' on this 
circumstance : — 

** The Prince of Satsuma had borrowed one of the 
Tycoon's steamers at Nagasaki, and she had gone to 
Satsiima*s domain. Being in want of repairs she was 
sent through the Inland sea on her way to the Nagasaki 
foundry' to be repaired, on the 22nd of the 12th moon 
(•24th January) hist year. Two days after this she 
came to an anchor in the straits of Shimonoseki, at 8 
o'clock in the evening. Shortly after this, batteries on 
the noi-thern shore opened fire upon her. Supposing 
that the steamer had been mistaken for a foreign vessel, 
the commanding officer ordered signal lanterns to be 
hoisted at the mast-heads, 'according to an agreement 
entered into among the daimios; to provide against such 
a misunderstanding. The signals were made and hauled 
do\Mi, but the firing commenced again ; and as there was 
no attention paid when the signals were repeated, there 
])eing no help for it, the anchor was weighed, and the 
steamer directed towards the harbour of Shiro-no-mura, 
in the district called Awotoma, on the coast of Kokura. 
But a fire soon broke out in the ship, and she was 
consumed before she reached the port. Of the ship's 
company nine officers and nineteen others, including 
the engineers, lost their lives." 

It may appear to some that this has nothing to do 
with Yokohama and Yedo. But it has to this extent — 
that it shows the course of events by which subsequent 
proceedings were anived at, and explains in its proi)er 
sequence, what would othen\'ise require more lengthy 
explanation and the necessity of l)ack reference hereafter. 

The nine gates of the Imperial palace at Kioto were 
committed l)y the Tycoon to the charge of various 
daimios, of whom the Prince of Aidzu was one. He was 
also the Military Governor of Kioto ; and my readers 
will obseiTC that he, and all those who were placed in 
charge of the palace, received their appointments from 
the Tycoon. It was, however, seen at this early date, 
that those who were opposed to the Shogimate had 
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designs upon the person of the Mikado — not to injure 
him — he was ftu* too sacred for that — but because who- 
ever had him on their side, and his sacred flag t^ 
display, had therein a tower of strength, which, it wtis 
supposed, none would dare to assault. 

It was the conviction that Choshiu aimed at nothing 
short of obtaining possession of the Mikado's person, and 
then acting as by his authority, that led to his dismissal 
fi'om Kioto. Several powerful appeals were made in his 
behalf, and for the seven Kuge — but all in vain. At 
length Choshiu sought to obtain by force of arms what 
he could not otherwise effect ; and his retainers, collect- 
ing from all parts, marched on Kioto. They made a 
vigourous assault on the palace ; but were met bravely by 
the guards in charge, and ckiven back after losing 
many men and some of their most prominent leaders. 
In the various encounters a lai'ge portion of the city of 
Kioto was bm'nt to the ground. 

And now, leaving them awhile, I return to Yokohama. 
The Government availed itself of the opportunity offered 
by the murder of Lieut. Camus, to propose sending au 
embassy to France to express regi*et for that dej^lorable 
crime. The real object of the mission, however, was to 
urge upon the Governments of France and England, the 
necessity for closing Yokohama ; any proposal for which 
the French and English Ministers, would not even Usten 
to. M. DE Bellkcourt did not oppose the embassy, but 
only insisted on the envoys being men of suitable rank, 
and such as w(*re woiihy of being received by the 
European sovereigns. 

In Yedo, among the people, a report was now freely cir- 
culated that all matters in connection with foreigners had 
been settled by the Government, and that it had been de- 
cided that nomeaBures should be taken for their expulsion. 
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This in itself would have been gi'atifying ; but the 
plans for strengthening the country against foreign 
attack, and the obstructions to business, still went on. 
The Yedo fortifications were fast proceeded with : troops 
vigourously di-illed, and immense efforts made for the 
accumulation of war materials. The ronins about Yedo 
were a constant anxiety to the ministry ; and at last a 
scheme was proposed and carried into effect, in 
accordance with which they were taken into the Tycoon *8 
service, regularly paid and taken care of, in hopes of 
their being brought under control ; but they were so 
troublesome in the city and suburbs, and acted in so 
violent a manner towards the citizens — robbing, cutting 
and wounding them at pleasure — that, at length, the 
Government, fairly tned out with the complaints that 
reached them, issued an order that the people should 
take the law into their own hands, and cut the marauders 
down wherever they should be met with. While the 
utmost was being done that could be for the protection 
of foreigners from such dangerous characters, there 
must have been a strong feeling in the minds of the 
Government that wai', sooner or later, was ineWtable, 
between Japan and foreign Powers, although it was 
equally clear that both parties wished to avoid it. A 
special agent, in the person of the Vice-Governor of 
Nagasaki, was despatched to China to purchase ships 
suitable for men-of-war ; and Mr. Pkuyn, minister of the 
United States, was requested to order men-of-war to be spe- 
cially built and equipped for the Tycoon in America. Be- 
sides this, there was a man-of-wai* now expected to arrive 
shoi-tly from Holland ; and these, with the few vessels 
already purchased, were intended to servo as a nucleus 
for the Japanese navy. 

At this time the business in silkworm's eggs, which 
later on assumed such important dimcnsionsi had not 
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commenced ; and to limit the trade in silk, the Govern- 
ment officials issued an order for the destruction of three 
fourths of the silk cocoons ; a wanton jiiece of suicidal 
destructiveness very hard to believe sane men to be 
capable of. 

Of the true state of parties at the close of 1868, it is 
a little difficult to speak ; because, whilst there was an 
evident revulsion of feeling on the part of some, rumonrs 
were so numerous, and sometimes so divergent, that it is 
hazardous to attempt to say which were true and which 
were false. The commissioners of the Prince of Satsmna 
who had recently concluded the business between that 
clan and the British, had undoubtedly spoken of a 
change of policy, which they honestly attributed to the 
experience they had of foreign anns at the battle of 
Kagoshima. It was now asserted that certain daimios 
(all of whom continued to be famous throughout the 
whole revolution), viz., Satsuma, Hosokawa, Clxikuzen 
(KuiiODA), Mino, Nabeshima and Etchizen, had united to 
recommend a more liberal policy, much to the an- 
noyance of Choshiu and Tosa, who considered themselves 
left in the lurch l)y all of them, but especially by 
Satsuma. 

It was expected that Choshiu himself would arrive 
in Yedo in December 18G8, to make his submission to 
the Tycoon ; but it does not appear that he actually did so. 

It was decided that the Yedo ruler should again 
visit Kioto early in the ensuing year. And the last event 
woi-thy of note that occurred in Yedo in the year 1863, 
was another great conflagiation, by which the i)alace of 
the Tycoon was once more consumed. 

In Yokohama things were tolerably lively. The 
arrangement I mentioned in chapter, by which the 
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Japanese allowed all foreign officials the full exchange 
for their dollars, extended to all the offi(jers and men of 
the foreign naval and military services who visited tlie 
open ports ; and as the ships alone which were now 
stationed at Yokohama averaged fully twenty in numher, 
and the exchange was allowed on a very liheral scale 
(a common sailor, for instance, heing i)ermitted to 
exchange $1 a day, and officers in proportion) they all 
had their incomes pretty nearly douhled, and they spent 
theu' money like men. Never were such times for 
soldiers and sailors as those spent in Japan diu-ing the 
years 1862 to 1866. The Prussian officials, however, 
disapproved of this privileged exchange, (althougli it 
was no injustice to the Japanese), and Mr. Von Brandt, 
the Prussian Consul, addressed a letter to the Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs, declining on the part of the Prussian 
ilinister. Consulates and men-of-war, to avail of the right 
to exchange dollars for ichihoos at the Japanese Custom- 
houses. 

That the naval element was an important one in the 
settlement, may he gathered from the fact that the 
first of those ** march-outs" which aftervN'ards hecame so 
common, and so heneficial to the health of the men, took 
l^lace in the middle of November, and consisted of eleven 
liunch-ed and fifty men ; who, being landed from several of 
tlie British ships, formed under command of Captain 
Alexander, on the Bund, and, preceded by the band of the 
Euiyalus, marched out some four miles from Yokohama, 
as far as Kanagawa, and a small distance on the 
Tokaido. 

The United Service Club, which ultimately merged into 
the Yokohama United Club, was now established under 
the guidance of Lieut. W. H. Smxu, of the li. M. L. 1., 
one of the most energetic and indefatigable men who ever 
came to this countiy. 
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The state of the settlement in respect of Municipal 
matters was unsatisfactory enouf^h. The Council bad 
been a failure ; and the streets were in a lamentable 
condition. It was urged that it was liipjh time the 
Japanese, who were bound by their covenants to keep 
tlie streets, roads and jetties, in good order, and wbo 
were recei\ang $17,000 a year for land rents, should <lo 
something towards fulfilling those duties. 

The Swiss embassy, who now sought a treaty with 
Japan, although they arrived at an inopi^ortune timr-, 
when the Government was actuallj' declai'ing its inten- 
tion of closing the ports, adopted a very practical metb«>l 
of showing the Japanese why they should yield to tbeir 
wishes. They took a large godown, and, under the direc- 
tion of Mr. Brennwald, opened a very extensive and com- 
plete exliibition of Swiss produce and manufactures. It 
consisted of Cottons, Silks, Silk embroideries and such lite 
goods ; Swiss rifles. Straw-work and Parqueterie ; besides 
relief charts and photographs in gi'eat numbers, calcu- 
lated to give the Japanese an excellent idea of the Swiss 
territory. 

Two of the closing events of the year 1863 in tbe 
settlement of Yokohama, were, a large fire in the Main 
street, which destroyed the premises of Messrs. L. 
Kniffler & Co. ; and a murder, in which the \dctim was 
a Portuguese named Frank Jose, and the perpetrator a 
British subject named A. H. Browning. 

Finally, th(> wliole of the foreign community heard with 
iv</Yot that thoy were to lose from their midst, the genial, 
able, and energetic French Minister, M. de Bellecourt. 
Ho had appli(»d for leave of absence nearly a yeai* before; 
and now his ro«pU'st was granted, with the intimation 
that ho would afterwards be transferred to Tunis ; so that 
he would not return to Japan, where he had played so 
eflicient a part in upholding the interests of foreigners. 
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The year 1864 came in hopefully if not altogether 
auspiciously. There were clouds still overhanging tho 
intercourse l)etween foreigners and the Japanese, but they 
(lid not look as if they must necessarily break forth in a 
violent storm ; but rather as if they would easily yield to 
more genial influences. The Government had some dif- 
ficulty in protecting tho citizens of Yedo from tho 
d('i)redations of tlie lawless ; l)ut with this tho foreign 
question was no fui-ther concerned than that the law- 
breakers were tliose who had banded to^cihor makiuij 
the expulsion of the barbarians thcii- war-cry. 

VOL. I U 
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An interview of a very interesting character took place 
early in the year between the British Charge d'affaires 
and some officials of the Government, on the subject of 
the embassy about being dispatched to Europe. 

At this interview the officers represented to Colonel 
Neale that the treaty entered into with Commodore 
Perry was a mere tentative measure ; an experiment ; 
which, if unsatisfactory to Japan, might at any time be 
reversed. They admitted that nothing of the kind 
appetired in writing, but asserted that it had been 
verballv discussed and understood. Colonel Neale could 
only reply that he had heard of nothing of the kind, and 
that as far as the English Treaty was concerned, there 
was certainly no such understanding. 

Allusion was then made to the determined hostihtv of 
the people to foreigners ; to which it was replied that 
though there might exist such a feeling on the part of the 
samurai, there was nothing of the kind in the mind of 
the people in general. The officers answered that under 
any circumstances this hostility, by whomsoever enter- 
tained, caused a great deal of uneasiness to the Tycoon's 
Government, and that the only way to remove this was 
to close the port of Yokohama, leaving open the two 
ports of Nagasaki and Hakodate. As, however, the 
foreign Representatives had no power to agree to this, 
they wished to withdraw the letter that had been sent by 
Ogasawara, and had resolved to send an embassv to 
Europe to arrange the matter with the home Groveni- 
ments. 

Colonel Neale called attention to the fact that obstruc- 
tions to trade, of which complaints had been made, had 
not been removed; and particularly mentioned the 
closing of ei<;hteen large native merchants' estabUsh- 
ments in consequence of the restrictions imposed by the 
Government with regard to the supplies of Silk. The 
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officials declared this to arise from the losses experienced 
by those engaged in the trade, as well as from the fear of 
renins and other lawless people, and not from any 
Governmental action ; hut Colonel Neale told them that 
the contrary was too well known to be the case ; that the 
native dealers became rapidly wealthy through their 
transactions with foreigners ; and that the only persons 
feared were the Government officials themselves. A long 
discussion took place, and at length Colonel Neale warned 
them that they were playing a dangerous game ; for, he 
said, ** if you stop our trade, we will stop yours. If you 
stop oiur supplies we will stop yours.'* ** By stopping 
our trade, do you mean our import trade with foreigners ?*' 
was the quick cnquiiy. And they were poUtely given to 
understand, that this was far from the meaning. That 
what was intended to be stopped was their own internal 
commerce, and the transit from place to place of those 
commodities which were necessary for the people. 
Although there was much plain language spoken, the 
intei-view was a very friendly one, and was, clearly 
useful in its results ; as it gave the Government the 
assurance of the imdeviating policy enjoined by his 
Government on the British representative. 

The Prussian frigate Gazelle had now arrived, having 
on board Baron de ItenFUES tlio Envoy plenipotentiary, 
and Mr. von Brandt the Consul, to obtain the ratification 
of the treaty between their country and Japan. They 
went to Yedo and were hospitably entei-tained during the 
interval required for the ratification, at the French 
Embassy. An attempt was made by the Japanese 
officials to induce them to return to Yokohama, and 
remain there until the business was completed. A 
request was even sent to M. de Bellecourt, that he 
would get them to retii'e from the capital, the Gorojiu 
undertaking that the ratified treaty should be ready 
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for them in a few days. His Excellency replied that he 
could not be guilty of such a breach of hospitality as to 
ask his guests to depart ; but suggested that, as thoy 
would certainly leave of their own accord as soon as their 
business was finished, the Government should hasten it ; 
as it really could bo done as well in ten hours as in t^n 
days if they so willed it. 

The ratifications were exchanged on 21st Januar}% on 
H. P. M. S. Gazelle, two members of the Gorojiu going 
on board, and receiving the letter of the King of Prussia 
to the Tycoon, whilst a third handed the ratified treaty 
to the Minister : and all being concluded a sahite of 
twenty-one guns was fired. One of the Envoys about to 
proceed to Europe was present. After the formal pro- 
ceedings were ended, the Japanese officials were courte- 
ously shown over the frigate, partook of some refreshment, 
and left the ship with every demonstration and profes- 
sion of mutual good will. 

The awkwardness of the position is strangely exhibited 
in all these proceedings. The treaties with Prussia and 
Switzerland were under negotiation at the time of the 
greatest pressure being brought to bear upon the Tycoon 
to close the ports and annul the treaties. 

M. H'JMBERT the Swiss Envoy, with M. Brennwald 
his secretary, and an attache, left Yokohama for Yedo on 
the 5th February m H. N. M. S. Djambi, accompanied 
by Mr. von Polesbhoek the Netherlands Consul-general : 
and on the followinf^: day the treatv with the Helvetian 
Eepublic was signed. 

The Japanese Embassy being now on the eve of 
departure for Europe, the Gorojiu called to mind that 
there were ceiiiain agreements of the previous embassy 
with the European Governments which had never been 
fulfilled. Thev jud-iod, and no doubt not without reason, 
that if these still remained unnoticed any promises made 
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l>y tlieir present representatives would l)e received with 
ciiution if not with distrust. They placed thcmfielves in 
connuunication, therefore, with each of the powers to 
which their word had heen formerly pledged, notifying 
them that in compliance with the promises of the Envoys 
they had sent in the previous year to Europe, they now 
reduced the duties on ceii;ain articles, specifying them 
in full. Thev can hardlv claim to have acted on their 
on.L^agements with a ^'ood grace ; for the fulfilment was 
loft to the very eve of the depaii;ure of the new envoys. 

It will 1)0 rememhered that the previous Embassy went 
to Europe in I[. ]VI. S. Odhi. The Governiut'nt refused 
a similar coui-tesy offered by M. de Bellecovrt cm the 
present occasion ; preferring to avail themselves of the 
ordinary accommodation offered by the French mail 
st<'amers. They accepted a passage, however, as far as 
Shanghai ; and accordingly, the Envoys and their suite 
enil>ark(»d on the ()th February on board H. 1. M. S. 
Monge, and left the harbour under a salute of seventeen 
guns fi'om the Kanagawa forts. 

The affairs of the settlement of Yokohama naturally 
occupied a good deal of attention. The lire at Messrs. 
Kniffleu il' Co.'s led to the formation of a Fire-brigado, 
the lirst committee of which was composed of Messrs. S. J. 
GowEK, E. Pit^L'ET, W. C. Ci.vKKE, J. 0. FuASER and J. 
Hudson: supplemented at a subsequent meeting by Messrs. 
A. J. Macpheiison, a. Keis, 0. S. Freeman, K. B. Smith, 
N. V. KiNiiDOK, .T.O.r. Stearns, M. J.B. Noordhoek Heot, 
and E. Kaiser. Mr. Heot, always the foremost active 
assistant at any lire that occurred either in the settle- 
ment or the native town, placed at the disposal 
of the brigade an engine which he had imported, 
and kept always upon his premises, undertaking 
also to keep it in working order. The members of 
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the Volunteer corps enrolled themselves as members of 
the Fu-e-brigade, almost to a man. Changes in the j»fr- 
anjinfl of communities in the far-East have always l)een 
one of theii* characteristics and di'awbacks. Although the 
Volunteer corps had been so shoii; a time in existence, 
Mr. GowER, in anticipation of an early removal to 
Hongkong, had resigned the captaincy, which was 
transferred to Mr. Clarke, and Mr. F. H. Bell (W. 
11. Adamson &> Co.) now resigned the treasurership, as he 
was about to reside in Shanghai. Both w^ere elected 
honorary members ; and Mr. E. J. Spence was apiwinted 
treasurer in the place of Mr. Bell. 

At the first annual statutory meeting of the British epis- 
copal Church, Mr. S. Maine resigned his treasurership in 
consequence of his early departure from Japan, and Mr. 
Vv'. Boi'une replaced him. Messrs. W. Marshall and 
I. J. Miller were elected trustees, in the room of 
Messrs. Willgoss and Alcock. Thanks were voted to 
several persons for special contributions to the church- 
viz., to the Visitors to Yokohama for the Harmonium; 
to Captain Vysk for the Church stove; to Mr. Eusdex, 
for the font; and to Mr. Marcus Flowers for the 
Lecteni. A resolution was also passed that was moved 
by Mr. A. J. Macpiikrson, *'that all designs for the 
adornment and euibellishnient of the Church shall be 
submitted to the Committee, and shall be approved of by 
them ; and that all gifts offered to the Church shall he 
sanctioned by the committee previous to being i)laced in 
the falu'ic, the end being the preservation of that un- 
animity so desirable in Church matters." 

A remarkable feature in the foreign communities in 
China and Japan has always been the liberality with 
which they will subscribe for public inirposes, and the 
unwillingness they display to attend public meetings. In 
the instance of the Fire-brigade in Yokohama, it was 
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difficult to get a proper meeting together when once it 
had been established; and yet so liberally were the 
residents inclined to support it, that within one month 
they subscribed $1635 towards the fund for the purchase 
of engines, besides $975 for incidental expenses — large 
sums for so small a community. 

Among the public institutions early established in 
Yokohama was a Public Hospital. Considering the 
nature and the size of the community, it would not have 
l)een supposed that this would have been particularly 
called for ; but it was so in reality ; and notwithstanding 
that drugs, stores and hospital necessaries, were suppUed 
from the hospital ship at Hongkong at Government 
prices, and the additional fact that the subscriptions and 
donations collected in 1863 amounted to $2,065, the 
receipts did not meet the expenditure. Dr. Jenkins 
was the medical officer attached to it, and gave his 
sernces gratuitously. 

As yet the settlement of Yokohama had been to- 
lerably free from any epidemic ; and, so far as foreigners 
were concerned, the good character for salubrity that it 
enjoyed was fully justified ; but amongst the Japanese 
certain diseases were always more or less present in their 
respective seasons; — the much-dreaded small^pox in- 
variably making its appearance in the native quarters in 
the winter and the spring. This was a disease so 
common among the natives that it appeared to have no 
terrors for them. They quite counted on having it at 
some time or other, and were glad if it came to their 
children in very early youth, as they considered that it 
was more easily got over in the tender years of childhood, 
than it was later in life. Few of them escaped, and its 
effects were seen on the countenances of a large propor- 
tion of th6 population. It carried many off by death, but 
nothing like so many as might have been expected ; and 
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bow It happened that the disease was ever absent was i 

marvel to foreifi^Tiers, sooiii^ that children covered with it, 
and to whom foreigners would instinctively give a verr 
wide bei-th, were not kept indoors, or separated from the 
rest of the family, but were carried Cmore japonicej on 
the backs of other children only a few years older than 
themselves, or on their mothers* backs, in the open air: 
their bearers mixing quite freely with their friends aiid 
acquaintance as if nothing was the matter. That thev 
acknowledged that danger did exist was evidenced by the 
fact that any house in which the disease was, had to be 
marked by certain slips of paper suspended in a strav 
string across the dooi-way ; and the childi'en themselves 
had a scarlet cloth wrapped round theii- beads, to call 
attention to the fact of their being infected. There 
was, however, no special purification of the houses nor 
destruction of the clothes of those who had been afflicted, 
but everv-thing was left to chance. Some slight alaim 
was felt by foreigners in the spring of 1864, in con- 
sequence of varioloid making its appearance in one of the 
ships in the harbour. The immediate eflfect, however, 
was to direct public attention more than ever to the 
sanitary state of the settlement. It was frankly ad- 
mitted that the Municipal Council which had been 
elected in the preceding yeai* had proved a total failure ; 
and as the Japanese, however 'svilling, were really 
ignorant of the best method for putting the drains and 
keeping the roads in proper condition, discussions arose, 
which culminated in the matter being placed under the 
chai'gc of certain members of the community — of which 
more will be said presently. 

At this time tlierc were reasons for supposing that in 
addition to Tea and Silk, Japan would add Cotton to its 
regular staple exports. Under the stimulus created by 
high prices, the export from 1st July 1863 to January 
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81st 1864, amounted to 87,583 bales, against 6,227 bales 
for the same period in the preceding; year ; but although 
the export continued throughout the year, it gradually 
diminished, and the trade in Cotton from Japan to 
England is now — nil. 

I have not yet spoken of one of the brightest periods 
of the Japanese year — Shogatzu — or the New Year. 

It is vastly different now in its manner of observance 
from what it was in 1864. It was one of the most 
joyously kept holidays it is possible to conceive. Great 
preparations were made for it for some days beforehand. 
The houses of the wealthy, the offices of the yakunins, 
the shops of the traders and the humblest dwellings of 
the poor, were thoroughly cleansed and purified ; the 
mats renewed ; old and worn-out articles of every day 
use — such as the o-hat-chi or rice-tubs, the various 
culinary implements, and the hundred and one things in 
daily household use — were repaired or replaced by new 
ones; mochi, a peculiar kind of rice-cake was prepared; 
and everything made ' as nice as a new pin.* The best 
clothes wore all got in readiness ; the Lares and Penates 
duly attended to and honoured; presents provided for 
especial friends or claimants ; the exterior of the houses 
decorated veiy much after the fashion of Christian lands 
at Christmas time ; and above all, every outstanding 
account was collected, paid or settled. Then were the 
people prepared for the full enjoyment of the New Year. 

The streets which had been every evening, and for the 
last three or four days of the old year, crowded with 
stands for the sale of the different things in demand for 
tlie great festival — such, for instance, as the evergreens 
and emblems for decoration ; little mi jf as or smaU wooden 
temples, which are the central objects on their house- 
hold altars ; lobsters and ferns, cum multis aliis ; — were 
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now as quiot anddesertod by daylight on Now Year's day 
as if they had never been the scenes of animation that 
had only just passed away. The houses were all shut; 
and the people who had been experiencing such a period 
of toil and excitement during the preceding days, were 
taking a good rest before entering on the duties and 
pleasures before them. 

It was well worth a stroll through the native quarters 
to see all that I have thus cursorily alluded to. The 
decorations were such as not only had a beautiful effect 
to the eye ; but having a distinct meaning, they possessed 
more than a common interest. Our own Christmas 
decorations, if they ever had any particular meaning, are 
now nothing but evergreen adornments marking a 
peculiar season of festivity. The Japanese decorations 
are something more. 

It was usual, and is so still, to place on the two sides 
of the principal entrance of the house a fir-tree and a 
bamboo, and to unite them by a piece of curiously twisted 
straw rope on which is hung a device called shime-kiuari, 
consisting principally of a boiled lobster, an orange and 
a dried persimmon, a spray of fern, an oak-leaf and a 
piece of seaweed — the whole surmounted by a piece of 
charcoal wrapped in paper. 

The fir-tree and the bamboo are emblems of long life, 
as also is the orange. The lobster typefies a hearty old 
age, strong though bent. The dried persimmon, very 
similar in appearance to, and quite as sweet as the 
Smyrna fig, is emblematical of the sweetness of conjugal 
constancy ; the fern long retains its verdure ; the oak- 
leaf does not drop until the young leaves begin to 
burst from then- buds ; and the piece of charcoal further 
denotes eternal stability. 

The bamboos and fir-trees were generally supported in 
bundles of firewood ; and it was usual to keep the decora^ 
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tions intact until the 7th day of the year, when the 
shime-hazari were burnt as an offering to the gods. 

As the morning of the New Year's day advanced, the 
shutters were gradually taken down from the front of the 
houses, and the family appeared en gramlc tetuic pre- 
pared to receive visitors, or in some instances all 
equipped for making calls. There was little visiting, 
however, on the first day. This was generally 
loft for the second. Officials were seen moving 
about in groups, attended by their kerai, on their 
round of ceremonial calls — for this is strictly enjoined 
by authority — that all the subordinates of certain grades 
in official employ, do present themselves in ceremonial 
dress to their superiors, to offer the congratulations of 
the season. It was a particularly interesting and pic- 
tiu-esque sight ; the rich silk fabrics of the dresses and 
the peculiar wing-like robing of the shoulders imparting 
both l)eauty and originality to the scene. 

Then as the day progressed the streets became more 
and more filled — but not with the busv anxious crowd 
usually seen in them. Far, very far fi'om it. What a 
scene of merriment it used to be when the weather was 
fine ! Groups of men, women and children, all flying 
kites or playing at battledore and shuttlecock. The 
kites were of all shapes and sizes, and old and young 
were engaged flying them. But the gi-eat game for 
fun and merriment was the battledore. It was played by 
l>arties of six or eight. All were (bessod in their best. 
The hair black and glossy, and in the case of the women 
with some little bit of coloured crape, or coral-mounted 
hair pins, or tortoise-shell combs. All looked bright and 
bajipy. What screams of laughter would be heard, 
when, after keeping up the shuttlecock from one to 
another for some time, it would fall to the ground, and 
the luckless player who missed it would have to bear the 
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penalty of a slap on the back from all the other players ; 
or» in some instances, the less agreeable one of a mark 
down the face with an Indian ink line. But all had to 
endure it in turn, and naught but mirth and jollity could 
bo seen among them. Laughter is always catching; 
but Japanese laughter on such an occasion surpasses 
anything of the kind to be heard elsewhere ; and sucii 
is their heartiness and kind nature that the good folk 
are only too hapi)y to see others enjoy their games as 
well as themselves. 

These citizens certainly had not an unkind look or 
word for foreigners. They were glad to receive them 
and give them a hearty welcome in their houses, and I 
never heard of any one who availed himself of their 
hospitality being othei-wise than charmed with their 
light hearts, open hands and good-breeding. 
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LIFE IN YOKOHAMA. — PROGRESS OF TRADE. — YOKOHAMA UN- 
FORTUNATE IN MUNICIPAL MATTERS. — FIRE. — SIR R. ALCOCK'S 
RETURN TO JAPAN. — LIEUT. COLONEL NEALE's DEPARTURE. — 
SCHEME FOR IRON FLOATING DOCK. — FRENCH HATOBA COM- 
PLETED. — ATTACK ON MR. SUTTON OF NAGASAKI. — FOREIGN 
MINISTERS CALL ON THE TYCOON*S GOVERNMENT TO DESTROY 
THE crioSHIU BATTERIES, AND OPEN THE INLAND SEA. — COM- 
MUNICATIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENT. — ^PEACE POLICY RE- 
PORTED AS PREVALENT AT KIOTO. — SATSUMA AND SILK. — 
CONSULAR CHANGES. — ARRIVAL OF M. LEON ROCHES, THE 
NEW FRENCH MINISTER. — SIR R. ALCOCK OBTAINS PROMISE FOR 
A RECREATION GROUND. — DEPARTURE OF M. DE BELLECOURT. 
— ARRIVAL OF ** CONQUEROR " WITH ROYAL MARINES, AND 
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TO YEDO. — COMMERCL\L. — DECIDED IMPROVEMENT OF RELA- 
TIONS BETWEEN JAPANESE AND FOREINERS. 

The prosenco of so many ships of war in harbour im- 
parted a wonderful life to the settlement of Yokohama ; 
and the arrival of a portion of H. B. M.'s XXth regiment, 
added to it. There was a large amount of entertaining 
going on ashore, so far as the means at the command of 
the residents permitted it ; but as yet few large gather- 
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inj^s of this kind had talvcn place. Mr. D. de Graetp 
Von PoLKsiJUOKCK, the l)utch Consul-general, a man of 
lar^'c synipatliit's and most hospitable i)rocli\'ities, gave 
a mai^nilioont diplomatic entertainment on the llHl: 
t\'l)niary, in honour of the bii-thda^- of the King of 
Holland. It ^vas on a scale that (piite i>ut everjihing of 
the kind that had preceded it, into the shade. 

1 have as yet intentionally said little about the progress 
of trad(} between Japan and foreign countries ; but a fe^^ 
words here on the subject may not be inai)i>ropriate. 

Four vears before this, of course there had been no 
tiade whatev(»r with Japan, except the modicum done 
by the Netherlands factory at Nagasaki. In 1862 it 
began to show signs of future importance ; for 33 vessels 
of 15,000 terns arrived in Kanagawa during the first six 
UKmths of that vear, of which 14 were British and 12 
American. But in the interval between that tune and 
the end of 1H63 the trade was neai'ly doubled. There 
were 74 vesstds, aggi'egating 25,000 tons — of which 40 
were British and 19 American. This too, was in spite 
of the very troublous political disturbances that had been 
existing during nearly the entne period, and the 
obstructions placed in the way of trade by the 
Government. 

In 1862 the Japanese bought imports in Yokohama 
to the extent of 170,000, in 1863 to the value of 
i'l 12,000; thus showing the expansibility of the trade. 
In 1859 the Japanese supposed they had only sufficient 
silk in the c<nnitry for their own use. In 1862 they sold 
to Yokohama merchants .i'200,000 woi*th, while the total 
value of silk l)ought by foreigners in the season 1863, was 
nearly £2,500,000. Again in Cotton no one expected to 
iind any very large supplies in Japan ; and j-et, from 
July 1st 1863 to February 1864, they supplied us with 
42,000 bales, although in 1862 they could not spare a 
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sinr!:le halo. Tliese arc remarkable figures ; and more 
^particularly so when it is considoreJ under what circum- 
stances the business was done. 

And now resjiecting sanitary measures for the settle- 
ment, a public meeting was held at the residence of Mr. 
S. J. Go\\T.R, (where almost all such useful meetings 
were held in those days), especially with the view of 
taking action with regard to drains, sea-frontage, d'C. 
^Ir. Frank Hall (Walsti, Hall & Co.), occupied the 
chair. The result was the establishment of a Scavenger 
corps that should daily clear the streets, drains and 
Bund, of any offensive rubbish, and remove it to a suitable 
distance from the settlement ; and, the formation of a 
coq)s of boats, of which one was to be at the end of each 
street leading to the Bund, in order to receive and convey 
away all the rubbish collected by the scavengers and by 
the coolies of private houses. 

These particulars may be passed over by indifferent 
readers ; but they are of interest to those who care to 
obsi^rve the progress of the settlement ; for in the matter 
of local government it has l)een the most unfoi-tunate of 
all foreign settlements in these seas. It has paid a 
heavy ground rent to the Japanese Government for all 
the vears it has been in existence ; and not until 1868 
and 18G9 did the Japanese take any intelligent means for 
improving it. Even now, the drainage is imperfect, the 
streets are requiring repaii's, and the streets of the 
foreign settlement are dark at night, while the adjoining 
native sotilement is brilliantly lighted with gas. Had it 
not beeji for the efforts of a few gentlemen, and those the 
representatives of the leading mercantile houses in the 
place, there is no knowing what epidemic or other un- 
wliolesome intluence might have overtaken us ; and it is 
doubtful if we should ever have got above the level of ai^ 
ordinary ill-drained, uncared-for, Japanese town. 
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Messrs. Gower (Jardine, Matheson <fe Co.)> N. P. 
KiNGDON (Dent vl- Co.), Macpherson (Macpherson and 
Marshall) and Frank Hall, were appointed a Committee 
to carry into effect the resolution, and to make the neces- 
sary assessment. The energy with which action was 
taken produced the best results. 

On the 23rd Felruai'y a tire took place on the premises 
occupied l)y J. ^Vllmand Junior & Co., situated in the 
midst of the settlement. The engines of Messrs. Kingdon, 
Maine and Hkgt were quickly on the spot, but the 
supply of water was so small as to render them almost 
valueless. The Fire brigade, in the meanwhile was com- 
pletely organised; subscriptions had considerably aug- 
mented, and three fine fire-engines were ordered from 
home. All these came out, and subsequently several 
more ; but the water supply is very slightly improved even 
to the present day. 

On the 2nd March, Sir Rutherford Alcock returned 
from England and at once resumed the duties of his 
office. On the 8th a farewell dinner was given to Lieut. 
Colonel Neale, and on the 11th ho took his departure in 
H. I. M. S. Semiramis for Shanghai, there to take 
passage for home in the mail steamer. 

A scheme for the formation of an Iron Floating dock 
for Yokohama was proposed at this time. A Mr. 
EoiiiNsoN, representing the firm of I^wdolph Elder iV 
Co. o: Glas«;()\>', arrived, bringiii;^ ^Yilll him a model of a 
dock just completed by that firm for the French Govern- 
ment at Saigon. A good many persons intimated their 
willingness to become shareholders, but the enterprise 
fell through and was abandoned. 

On the 29th March the new French Hatoba was opened 
to the pubhc. 
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Professor Eisley, who had made a great name for 
liimself in Aniorica and Europe, many years hoforo, as a 
wonderfully successful acrohat, arrived in Yokohama at 
this time in charge of a circus. The arrival is of no 
further interest than as giving the oppoi-tunity of men- 
tioning by the way, that he was the first to introduce 
dairies : to build an ice-house in Yokohama: and to fill it 
-with ice which he imported from Tientsin. It was a 
gi'cat boon to the pul)lic. I may further notice that ho 
was the first who took away from here a Japanese 
acrobatic troupe for exhibition in America and Europe. 

In Y^okohama and Yedo an extraordinary calm had 
existed for some time. It was quite understood that 
wiser counsels as regards foreigners prevailed at Kioto. 
The ol)structions to commerce, if not removed, were 
coi-tainly relaxed, and but for the viahiisr in the one clan 
of Choshiu, all might have gone on prosperously if not 
altogether harmoniously. From Nagasaki there came 
the unwelcome news that Mr. Sutton (now the proprietor 
of the ** Rising Sun and Nagasaki Express ") had been 
savagely attacked by a two-sworded man whom he had 
accidentally touched in quietly passing through the 
street. He was severely wounded, and lost his right 
arm. His life was for a time in danger, but hai)pily he 
recovered. 

The outrages on the foreign ships which had led to the 
punishment of the Nagato clan l)y individual men-of-war 
of the nationalities whosi' vess(?ls had been fired upon, 
had, as it happened, been confined to American, Dutch 
and French ships. They were looked upon, however, by 
tho rc]ri\'Sv*ntatives of Foreign Pov.'ers, as an attempt to 
carry out the Jlikado's edict against all foreigners ; and 
as early as the 28th July 18G3, the British Charge 
d'affaires wrote to the Japanese Ministers for Foreign 

yoL. I EE 
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Affairs, that, acting upon this belief, he made eonmon 

cause with his colleagues, and called upon the Tycoon to 
destroy the batteries of Choshiu and remove his guns. 
This was in accordance with the resolution come to at a 
meeting of the Foreign Ministers, held on the 26th 
July :— 

** After discussion it has been agreed that it is indis- 
pensable for the maintenatice of the sacred treaty rights 
concluded with Japan, to proceed immediately to the re- 
opening of the Inland Sea, always availed of up to this 
time, and of which the free navigation has been wantonly 
interrupted by the outrageous aggressions of which the 
daimio of Nagato has been guilty, in firing from the 
batteries erected on the coasts of his territory, upon 
merchant-ships and men-of-war of the Treaty Powers." 

Nothing, however, was done. Month after month went 
by. The usual promises were made ; and the usual 
delays were requested ; but now, in the spring of 1864, 
the Prince of Choshiu, or his clansmen on his behalf, 
became more troublesome than ever. It was reported 
that since firing on the Satsuma ship in the month of 
January, they had stopped every junk passing through 
the Straits of Shimonoseki, and if they contained cotton 
or other goods intended for foreigners they were burned 
and the crews mm'dered. I am not at all doubtful as to 
the ti-uth of the report. It came through Japanese mer- 
chants, but it was believed and reported by the foreign 
Consul at Nagasaki: and it was stated that foreign 
merchants had been among the heavy losers ; inasmuch as 
they had made large advances for the purchase of the 
cotton ' to arrive,' and it never came to hand. It was 
alleged, and it was evident, that the trade of Nagasaki 
must be stopped unless Choshiu could be curbed in these 
depredations. 

The clan had been extremely active in constructing 
forts in advantageous positions. And, by forcing all boat- 
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nen, farmers, labourers and peasants in the territory, to 
5erve in the army several days in each month, and 
supplying them with muskets, a nominal force of over 
40,000 men had been got together. 

It may have been these facts that induced Sir 
Rutherford Alcock to suggest to his diplomatic con- 
frrres, the propriety of taking prompt and decisive 
measures, once and for all, to put an end to these proceed- 
ings of this troublesome clan, and to open the Inland Sea 
to the world's traffic, according to the original agreement. 

And here 1 would obseiTe that at the time of these 
transactions, all foreigners in Japan, judging by what 
they knew, what they saw% and what they heard, were of 
one opinion. They honestly and fiimly beheved that 
there was but one coui-se to take with regard to Choshiu, 
and that was the course taken by the ministers. Not 
one of us doubted that there was truth in all we heard 
about his proceedings ; or that the ministers knew a 
great deal more even than we did. 1 go further. I 
am morally convinced that if the foreign forces had not 
been put in movement against Choshiu, the course of 
events would have been very different to what it has. Of 
course it is impossible to sav exactlv what it would have 
been ; but when, in after days, the Tycoon took it in hand 
to punish the clan, battle after l)attle was fought, almost 
always resulting favourably for the clan. It was alto- 
gether too strong for the Tycoon's forces ; and it would 
have been more potent still against them had not we 
crippled its power in a large degree, beforehand. 
If then it had fairly got the upper hand, there is no 
knowing what would have been the result. The 
inveteracy of the clan against foreigners has been 
repeatedly described to me by an officer of the clan as 
aomething intense. **I can hardly understand now," 
my informant has said, '' that I ever entertained such 
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fcelinf];s towards any human beings. But wc hate! 
foreigners from the first, inherently ; and then we Wkd 
upon all the misfoi-tune that had come upon us and our 
prince as caused by them. At that time I should havv 
thought it an act of the highest vii-tue, whatever were tlk- 
consequences, to cut down a foreigner ; and if more tliii:i 
one — so much the better.*' 

This is quite comprehensible ; and seeing the strengiL 
and influence of Choshiu, my belief is, that without some 
decisive (hsplay of strength on the part of foreign powers 
on that clan in particular, foreign affairs would have goDe 
fi'om bad to worse, and a much greater effort would have 
had to be made at a later period, against the whole nation. 

The Ministers having come to a resolution to open the 
Inland Sea, placed themselves in communication with the 
Gorojiu, and told that august council of theii* intentions: 
declaring that if the Tycoon could not effect it by the 
punishment of Choshiu, it should be undertaken by the 
foreign Admirals and squadrons now in Japanese watei-si. 
The Gorojiu were powerless. They could only plead to 
be allowed to confer with Choshiu, and to report to Kioto. 
And so things stood shortly after Sn Rutherford's retmii. 
The denouement of these matters I must relate fmther on. 

Whilst the Ministers were hatching this scheme for 
sending their forces to the Inland Sea, intelligence cauio 
from Kioto that the Council of daimios had agi-eed upon 
a peaceful policy in reference to foreign intercom'se. It 
was said that the Tycoon was to remain at the metro- 
polis until he had fulfilled the duty now devohing upon 
him, of dealing with Choshiu; and no doubt he re- 
cognised the fact that in doing this duty he had hard 
work cut out for him. 

As to the officers of the Satsumaclan, they showed the 
wisdom of the sei^pent, if not the hannlessness of the 
dove. Large quantities of silk now arrived in Yokohama ; 
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and it was said that they bad bought up all that came to 
\cdo, at a low price, and then sent it for sale to Yoko- 
hama, realising a very line profit. 

Mr. MomiisoN, 11. B. M. Consul at Nagasaki, who, it 
will be remembered, had been wounded in the first 
attack of the Legation, now retired from the service, and 
Dr. MYBunon was appointed to succeed him. As he was 
permitted, however, to go home on leave, Mr. A. A. J. 
GowKu went to Nagasaki as Acting Consul. 

H. S. Mons. Leon IiOciies, the new French Minister, 
with the Comte de Turenne as attache, arrived on the 
27th April. 

Among the labours of Sir Eutiierford since his return 
was one which has proved very beneficial to foreign re- 
sidents. He succeeded in inducing the local authorities 
to grant a fitting site for a recreation ground, con- 
veniently placed, in the neighbourhood of the settlement. 
The arrangement at fii'st made was not carried out, but 
it ultimately culminated in om* having the new road 
round by Negishi and Mississippi Bay, and in the fine 
race-course of which Yokohama is justly proud. 

Thu dupaiiure of 11. E. Mons. de Bellecoukt from 
Japan, on board the P. c^' 0. S. Nepaul, took place on the 
•J7th May. He had borne with Sir Hutiierford Alcock, 
and Lieut. Colonel Neale, the bm'den and heat of the 
day, in opening the i)orts ; and he left amid the very 
universal regret of the residents. 

The English squadron was now strengthened by the 
arrival of H. il. S. Conqueror, with 530 lioyal Marine 
Light Ini'antry, under the command of Colonel Sitheu. 

Mr. liUDOLF LiNDAu rt^tumed to Japan on the Oth June, 
accredited as tlu- ('onsul for the Swiss Confederation. In 
his absence he had produced his l)Ook /'// voyngn ai( tour 
(In Jiijfon, — one of the most correct of all the Inmks which 
had to that time appeared on the subject of which it treats. 
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On the 22nd June, H. I. M. S. Semiramis brought 800 
Fusiliers of the Tnfantoric de la Marine, to relieve the 
Ciiasseurs d'Afrique, \vli() hadah'eady left bj' H. I. M. S, 
Dupleix, for Shanghai, ru mute for Mexico. 

The Tycoon returned to Yedo by sea on the 23rd June, 
his o\\'n ship being attended by six others. His return 
was hailed as the harbinger of action. His Ministers 
had always excused themselves and jjleaded for delay 
until ho should once more be settled in his OAvn capital. 
The time now seemed to have come ; and the prospects 
of war with Choshiu became the univereal theme of 
conversation. 

The commercial year which closed on the Slst June, 
left a disappointing result as to the amount of trade done 
as compared with the year ending the same time in the 
precedmg year — it being only 15,718 bales against 
2/5,440. The total quantity of Cotton, however, was 
72,134 bales, against 9,645 the previous 3"ear ; and of 
Tea 5,818,123 lbs. against 5,796,388 lbs. in the season 
ending June 1863. 

Still, except for the cloud overhanging the Inland Sea 
bushiess, foreigners recognised the decided improvement 
in relations that had taken place ; and there was no 
reason to api)rehend any immediate trouble, if things 
were allowed to take their course. Everjiihing looked 
cheerful. The presence of the military, added to that of 
the Navy< imparted wonderful life to the place. Picnics 
were got up ; small sporting events ashore and afloat 
were set on foot ; excursions within the ten /•/. radius 
were taken with scarcely a thought of danger, (although all 
were careful to cany their revolvers in case of need) ; 
and care seemed banished from the place. iUl was gay ; 
all was hopeful ; I wish 1 could say all was sound. But 
in my next chapter 1 have a tale to tell that I would 
willingly avoid. 
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ARRIVAL OF H.B.M.'S XX REaniENT. — ULTIMATUM RRSPRCT- 
ING SniMONOHEKI. — THE TYCOON'S DIFFICULTIES. — PEACE 
DISPATCHES FROM EARL RUSSELL ARRIVE TOO LATE. — 
JAPANESE VISIT EUROPE FOR EDUCATION. — RETURN OF ITO 
SHIUNSKE AND INOUYE BUNDA. — REARERS OF A LETTER TO 
THE PRINCE OF CHOSHIU FROM THE FOREIGN MINISTERS. — 
CONVEYED TO THEIR PROVINCE ON BOARD H.M.S. ** BAROSBA " 
AND *' CORMORANT." — ILL SUCCESS. — THE INEFFECTUAL APPEi\L 
ON BEHALF OF CHOSHIU TO THE MIK-VDO. — THE ATTACK ON THE 
PALACE. — OWARI APPOINTED COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF TO PUNISH 
THE CLAN. — INDIGNATION AGAINST CHOSHIU IN YEDO. — HIS 
YASHIKIS BURNT. — SUDDEN RIITUIiN OF THE ENVOYS. — THEIR 
AGREEMENT WITH FRANCE NOT RATIFIED. — DEPARTURE OF 
EXPEDITION AGAINST 8HIM0N0SEK1. — FRIENDLY INTERCOURSE 
BETIIVEEN THE FOREIGN AND NATH'E SOLDIERS. — THE BATTLE 
OF 6HIMON08EKI. — DETAILS. — PEACE CONCLUDED. — THE IN- 
DEMNITY. — ALTERNATIVES PROPOSED BY FOREIGNERS AND 
REJECTED BY THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT. — SIR R. ALCOCK 
ORDERED HOME TO EXPLAIN MATTERS TO THE FOREIGN OFFICE. 

In July 1864, the remainder of H. M. XXth Reppiment 
under the command of Lt. Col. H. IL Browne, tirrivod 
from Hongkong, and at once took possession of the new 
barracks built for them on the British Consular Reserve 
ou the Bluff. 
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The departure of the forces for the demolition of the 

Sbimonosoki fortp. vvA the oponiiif]: of tlie Tnland Sea vas 
freely siiol-eii cr, and tlie foreif]:n ministei's st-ut an 
uUifiKftfin to tlu^ Yedo Government, that if, within twenty 
days, no satisfaetory steps were taken, tlie fleet would l.o 
set in motion. The Japanese with whom foreigners 
came in contact hnd, in common with all tbcii' coimtrY- 
men, an ovei-vNeening opinion of the prowess of Chosliin. 
They believed that anv force that could ho sent against 
the clan would meet ^vith cei-tain destruction. Thev 
were often too polite to say so in plain terms ; but they 
shook their heads ominouslv: and it mav well be 
supposed their sympathies were with their own country- 
man. 

The Tycoon at this junctiure was in a peculiaiiy trying 
position. All his Ministers were in the sulks, and under 
the plea of illness absented themselves from their duties : 
so that practically he might be said to be without a 
Ministry. And worse than this, he narrowly escaped an 
attempt to poison him. The quiet, therefore, that had 
prevailed for several months seemed about to give place 
to furtlna- turmoils of a verv serious character. 

At this very time, whilst troops were aniving, and the 
foreign ministers and naval and military authorities 
were making all kinds of preparations for a struggle, 
Earl PassELL was dispatching from London to Sir 
PiUTnERFORi) Alcock, iustructious, **not to undertake any 
military operation whatever in tlio inferior of Japan"; 
and further, stating that the Home Government ** would 
indeed regret the adoption of any measures of hostility 
against the Japanese Government or princes, even though 
limited to naval operations, unless absolutely required 
by self-defence.' These instructions anived too late to 
be acted upon. 

It will be remembered that when the country was 
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closed against the admission of foreigners, a similar 
prohibition was issued against Japanese leaving it to 
visit other realms. This prohibition was so rigidly 
acted upon, that even sailors who had been driven away 
by adverse winds, and had been picked up at sea by 
foreign vessels and brought back to Japan, were very 
hardly dealt with. Some were not allowed to land, and 
others were severely punished. 

But about the end of 1863 certain young samurai 
belonging to various clans, obtained permission from 
their chiefs and, I suppose, the Government, to 
go to Europe for the purpose of education. Of 
these some had actually entered the service of for- 
eigners, accepting even menial employment, with the 
view of picking up instruction and information that they 
felt their countrymen were deficient in. Two Choshiu 
men Ito Shiunske and Inouye Bunda, were of the 
number. These two young men, on arriving in England 
and seeing the material prosperity and immense re- 
sources of the countiy, left then' friends and returned 
to Japan, it was said, with the intention of informing their 
clan of the futility of opposing such power; and arrived in 
Yokohama just as the fleet was waiting for final orders 
for its departure. 

This fact being represented to the foreign ministers, 
it was resolved, with the consent of the Government, to 
send two English men-of-war with these gentlemen to 
Shimonoseki with letters to the Prince of Nagato from 
the foreign ministers, in hopes that their representations 
might be eflfectual in inducing the clan to act more 
prudently, and to cease its inimical proceedings towards 
vessels passing the Straits. On the 2l8t July, accordingly, 
H. B. M. Ss. Barossa and Cormorant were dispatched, 
having on board, besides the two native gentlemen alluded 
to, Messrs. Ensue and S^tow, of H* M. Civil service. 

VOL. I LL 
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It was asserted by some that the object of the ships 
was to see if the forts would fire into them ; but it was 
not so. The two messengers were landed out of reach 
of the gims ; and, assuming the garb of doctors, made 
their way to Yamaguchi, where the prince of Nagato 
and his son were residing. Their reception was not 
unkindly ; but the answer they had to take back ^-as 
unfavourable. The consequence was that the ships 
returned to Yokohama, and the warlike excitement 
increased. 

The month of August was one of gi-eat activity on the 
part of ( ■liosliiu. A strong and fervent appeal was made 
to the Mikado, to acknowledge the lovaltv of the clan, 
who, it was asserted, had only acted in obedience to the 
orders they received; and, to reverse the decision by 
which the prince and his son were forbidden to enter 
Kioto. The appeal was imsuccessful, and then it was 
that the attempt was made to obtain by force of arms 
what could not bo acquired by gentler means. All the 
daimios around the Court, including Hitotsubashi, 
AiDzu, EcHizKN, Satsuma, sct themselves in array 
against them ; and such was the consternation in Kioto 
that there was a general exodus of the population. 

The Choshiu men now made the attack on the 
palace, ah*eady alluded to ; and, after very determined 
fighting, were defeated. Other bands belonging to the 
clan endeavoured from various centres to force their 
way to the capital, but in each case unsuccessfully. 
These operations brought on a crisis. It was determined 
to chastise the clan, and bring it back to its alle- 
giance. The Prince of Owari — one of the Gosanke — was 
appointed Coinnuinder-in-chief ; the troops of Satsuma 
and twenty ol liov clans being ordered to place themselves 
under his command. It was also decided that the 
Tycoon should himself take the field, and his hatamotos 
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and their retainers were ordered to hold themselves in 
readiness. 

In Yedo, the intelligence of the violence committed at 
Kioto aroused intense indignation against the clan. It 
l^ossessed three ymhUds within the 0-shiro (castle) 
ju'ccincts, besides two in the siibuibs. These were 
immediately invested by the Sliogim's forces. A pro- 
clamation was issued that Choshiu being recusant 
against the established Government, and his adherents 
having caused disturbances in Kioto, steps were to be 
taken to bring him to order, unless guarantees were 
given for his future loyalty. 

In the midst of all these stin-ing events, the Envoys 
who had gone to Europe suddenly returned. They had 
gone no further than Paris, when, utterly failing in the 
objects of their mission, they decided to visit no other 
country. They had made an agreement, however, 
subject to the Shogim's ratification, that at the end of 
three months the Inland Sea should be free ; and should 
be kept so, if necessary, by force acting in concert with 
the French Naval Commander. An indemnity also was 
to be paid to France of 140,000 dollars, of which 100,000 
were to be paid by the Government, and 40,000 by 
Choshiu. 

The fleet was to have sailed on the very day following 
that of the return of the mission, but was now ordered 
to wait until the decision of the Shogun's Gnvernment 
was kno\\Ti. It was to the efifect that the ratification was 
impossible ; for the provisions could not be earned out. 
The Envoys were imprisoned and not released for many 
months. 

Before the fleet sailed a very earnest request was sent 
by the Shogun's Government to the allied Ministers that 
they should not as yet take any hostile steps ; explaining 
the great difficulties which beset the Government, but 



808 TOUNG JAPAM. 

tnisting that "the foreign representatives would rely 
upon the action of the Tycoon's Government, and take 
no stops themselves to force the passage." All this was 
unheeded. On the 28th August the expedition started. 
I well remember the circumstances attending the embar- 
kation of the Royal Marines. They were to be conveyed 
to Shimonoseki on board of H. M. S. Conqueror, which 
had brought them to Japan. The XXth regiment was 
drawn up on the French or western hatoba, and an im- 
mense crowd of foreigners and natives assembled to see 
them off. Many thought that the force about to be 
dispatched was altogether too small ; and a feeling of 
sadness was expressed as Colonel Browne the com- 
mandant, who remained behind, shook the hand of 
Colonel SuTHEU and wished him a safe and speedy 
return. The **Minden boys" (XXth) seemed to em7 
the ** jollies " their luck in being selected for active service; 
but all imagined that they had a very much harder task 
before them than proved to be the case. 

There was some apprehension felt that the departure 
of the fleet would encourage the renins to make a descent 
upon the settlement : but really there was small chance 
of it ; for besides the ships that were left, the French 
garrison consisted of 300 men ; whilst the English had 
the whole of 2nd batt. of the XXth regiment, 167 men 
of H. M.'s ()7th regiment, 203 men of the Beloochees, 
about 100 of the Royal Artillery and Engineers, besides 
the Legation guard. There would therefore have been 
very little chance for any such force as the renins were 
likely to bring. In Yedo they continued to be very 
troublesome. 

From the fn-st the ** red regiments,'* as the English 
soldiers were called by the Japanese, commanded a good 
deal of ciu'iosity. The amount of drilling that went -on 
all day long by one corps or another — soldiers or sailors 
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— was such as to astonish the natives ; whilst every few 
days there were mspections or reviews, or long marches, 
in heavy marching order, for exercise as well as discipline. 
A little later, such was the friendliness that sprung up 
among the Japanese troops stationed at Noge — about a 
mile from the foreign settlement — and our men, that the 
latter joined in these marches — and on one or two 
occasions in sham fights in the vallies around. By those 
means the men were kept in splendid health and discip- 
line ; in good trim for whatever call might l)o made upon 
them. Rilie matches were got up on the beach under 
the BluflF ; and athletic sports became an institution. In 
these last the Beloochees particularly excelled. 

But whilst foreigners were thus rejoicing in their 
strength and secmity, the Government continued to be 
full of anxiety and trouble. The daimios Matsudaira 
Yamato-no-Kami and It.ucura Suwo-no-Kami, with many 
smaller officials, were degraded, because they had 
mismanaged the affair of notifying foreigners as to the 
Government's intention of closing the port of Yokohama. 

I must now hasten to finish the story of Shimonoseki. 
Choshiu had given fi'esh oflfence dm'ing the month of 
August by firing on an American steamer, at Hagi, a 
place within his territories, where forts had been erected, 
at some distance from Shimoiioseki. The merchant 
steamer Monitor had anchored there in hopes of obtaining 
supplies ; but was soon convinced of the mistake she had 
made. The British Admu-al was instructed therefore 
to take the castle of Hagi, but this does not seem to 
have been attempted. 

On Sunday the 4 th September, the fleet assembled at 
Himoshima, consisting of three French — the Semiramis 
with AdmiralJ'JARKSonboad, the Dujdeix and Tancrede; 
foui* Dutch, — the Djambi, Medusa, Metuleii Kruis and 
Amsterdam ; one American, the Takiaug, a small mer- 
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chant steamer which had been chartered for the pturpoee, 
on board of which Lient. Pearson U. S. N., 50 men and 
a Parrot gun, had been embarked ; and nine British— the 
EuryahiH with Admiral Kuper, Tartar, Perseus, Con- 
queror, Barroaa, Leopaixl, Ai'gus, Bouncer and Coquette. 

At 4 P.M. on the 5th the signal to ** engage the enemy" 
was hoisted on the Euryalus and Scmiramis, and in half 
a minute the engagement became general, the forts 
returning the lire with immense spirit. The batteries 
aslior(» were eight in member ; the Chof u ; the Ravine ; 
the J[aita-mm*a (three) ; the Sato ; the Kybune Point, and 
the Stockade. For half an hour no eflfect seemed to be 
produced by the aiiillery from the ships; but then 
symptoms began to show themselves of the work they 
wore doing. A battery was destroyed by an explosion 
caused ])y one of the Armstrong pivot guns ; and at 4.34 
P.M., the light squadron was directed to close on the 
batteries. Half an hour later the battery on Chofa 
Point was silenced, and several of the forts slackened 
their lire materially. At 7 p.m. the hea\-y squadron 
which had been keeping up a teUing fire on the Maita- 
mura forts ceased for the night. 

At this time Cantain Kingston of the Perseus with his 
second Lieutenant Mr. Pitt, Sub. Lieut. Froude, Mr. 
CocuRANE, gunner, and twenty men, quickly joined by a 
boats' crew from the Medusa under Mr. de Hart, landed, 
and, driving the gunnel's from one of the forts, succeeJed 
in spiking all its gims, 14 in number, threw the powder 
and shot over the parapet, and laid a train to the 
magazine (which, however, missed), under a severe fire 
of musketry from the paddy-fields and bush in the 
neiglibourhood. It was well that this dashing feat was 
accomphshed ; for the next morning at 10 o'clock the 
Perseus got aground under this very foii, and her posi- 
tion would have been perilous indeed, had the guns been 
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available and the men to servo them intact. As it was 
she lay af^'oiuul all day, and was only relieved from her 
awkward plif^ht at 11 o'clock on the following morning. 

On the Gth the action reconnnenced. Tliu Tartar and 
Dui)leix, which were anchored under the Sato battery, 
Were wakened up at daylight, to a sense of their situation, 
by a vigourous and well-directed salute, l)y which several 
men on ])oth the ships were killed and wounded. At 7.15 
A.M. the marines landed from the Conqueror, under Colonel 
SiTTHER and Lieut. Colonels Penkose and Adair. The 
Eurvalus also landed her small-arms men and marines 
under Captain Alexander. At 8, all the ]\[aita-mura forts 
were in their hands, and the ])arracks in rear were on 
fire. The marines drove th(» enemy before them out of 
the batteries and spiked the guns. But the Choshiu 
men, though driven out, still attempted to resist, and 
towards evening made a spirited attack on the marines 
with live or six hundred men. In this gallant eflfort they 
were not successful ; but Captain Alex.vnder was wounded 
by a bullet through his ankle. 

Working parties from all the ships were landed on the 
8th, with guards of marines to embark the guns from 
the l)atteries. At lh*st great numbei*s of Japanese 
soldiers had retmiied to the batteries, but they speedily 
decamped. In the forts were found a number of Dutch 
books on artillery, several bows, an immense number 
of arrows, many muskets, and a map tracing out the 
position of the ships during the engagement up to the last 
moment before the llight of the draughtsmen. 

Al)0ut noon, Choshiu showed a flag of truce, imder the 
2ni)tection of v>hich an emissary — one of the two gentle- 
man lately returned from Europe, and who had been 
taken down in the preliminary trip of the Barossa — was 
received on board the Em*yalus. He had been but a 
abort time with the admiral, when a signal was made to 



812 YOUKO JAPAN. 

hoist flags of tnice. Capitulation was complete and 
um-eserved. To convince the Admirals, however, that 
the eraissar}^ liad powers to treat, and of the sincerity of 
the Piince, it was deemed necessary to have a letter to 
that effect under his o^vn hand. Two days heing neces- 
sary for this, it was agreed that actual hostilities should 
cease, but that the embarkation of the guns should be 
proceeded with. It was declared on the part of Choshiu, 
that he was not to blame. He had been only loyally 
acting up to the orders he had received — once from the 
Bakufu and repeatedly from the Mikado. 

The Admirals expressed a desire to see the Prince, and 
settle everything personally with him ; but jthis was im- 
possible. He was living at a distance from Shimonoseki, 
in retirement, (virtually a prisoner), by order of the 
Court. 

An interview with the chieftain being unattainable, he 
was made acquainted with the terms demanded by the 
Admirals. These included the promise never to rebuild 
the forts, or otherwise place any hindrance on the free 
passage of the Straits ; and, the pajment of a sum of 
money as a consideration for sparing the town of 
Shimonoseki and for the expenses of the expedition. The 
amount of this indemnity was to be settled by the 
foreign representatives and the Government of the 
Sliogim. It was plainly stated to the young Envoy that 
if he did not return, or if no answer were received by the 
appointed time, the work of destruction would be pro- 
ceeded with. 

Punctual to the hour he returned, bearing the sign- 
manual of the Prince, agreeing to everjiihing. 

During his absence the guns from all the forts, 72 in 
all, were placed on board the vaiious ships of the 
squadron, the Japanese fi'om the town offering their aid 
as if they were glad too sec the last of neighbours that 



THE CHOSmU INDEBCNTTY. 818 

had been the means of bringing danger bo near to them. 
During the operation, not a two-sworded man was to be 
Been. 

The amount of the indemnity decided upon by the 
ministers was $3,000,000 ; the payment of which the 
Yedo Government undertook, saying that they would 
collect it from Choshiu. 

The French and English Governments, but particu- 
larly the latter, were desirous that instead of a pecuniary 
l^ajment, the Japanese Government should open another 
port ; or throw the port of Hiogo open to foreigners at 
an earlier period than that last fixed for it. The Dutch 
and American Ministers, (the latter of whom claimed 
an equal share in the spoil with the others, contending 
that the moral influences of hi* cooperation, and not the 
actual force he was able to send, was to be estimated), 
preferred receiving the actual money. All, however, 
acquiesced in the proposal of the British Cabinet, and the 
opening of Shimonoseki or some other port was strenu- 
ously urged upon the Government, but as steadily 
refused. Had it bec^n agreed upon a great deal of heart- 
burning and acrimonious feeling would have been avoided, 
all to the advantage of Jai)an. 

The opening of Niigata, of which so much was 
expected, has shown how little foreign trade was to be 
benefited from an open port on the west coast ; and the 
experience of the commercial advantages to be derived 
from Hiogo and even of Osaka itself, has proved how 
comparatively limited the trade with any ports in that 
region would be. The nrobabilitv is that for a while it 
would have l)een a useless concession; for very few 
foreigners would have cared to settle there whilst the 
troubles between the clan and tlie Government continued. 

By agreeing therefore to this alternative, the Govern- 
ment would have got off very easily. No money would 
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have had to be paid ; and if trade had arisen, it wonU 
have l)ciiofit<Ml tlio coimtrv. As it was, thev woro ivt 
al>le to pjiy tli:^ fir^i instahiiont nf Sr>0,0()0 miti: tLf 
following An<^aist, lunivly a year after the evout: nr/. 
when diffieultios preventod the punctual paymont o: 
the hitor instiihnents, which the forcij:;n powers wca 
always willing: to remove in tlie simi^le way descriluil. 
the fcn'oif^'u proposals were iH'ondly rejoctetl, and lli 
money was <;ra(liially, at very long intervals, i)aid. The 
final proposal was, that, if the Mikado w'ouhl ratify tin- 
treaties, consent to the openin*^ of Hiogo and Osaka at 
once, in^.ftiul of eighteen months later, and to a revision 
of the tarilT on a l)asis of 5 per cent., two-thirds of the 
indemnity — S'2,()0t),()()0 — should he fore<:]jone. But tlie 
opening of iliose poi-ts one day earlier than had han 
agreed u|)«)ii tlu'y would not think of. And when tlio 
treaty was ralilied, and the revision of the tariff agrenl 
to, though Sir Haiuiy Parkks pressed the third provision 
on their consideratitm and urged its acceptance, it was 
rejdied that **tlie indemnity they were quite prepared to 
pay. It would severely tax their resources, hut they 
decidedly preferred to meet this ohligation, rather than 
consent at once to the opening of Hiogo and OsaLa.'' 

The last payment was not made until the middle of 
1874, just ten years after the hattle of Shimonoseki. 

As a matter of course the various Governments approved 
the action of their ]\rinisters after the signal success of 
the allied squadron ; hut Sir Eutheuford .Vlcock, having 
heen ordered hr)me to give perscmal information as to the 
actual state of affairs in Japan, n(3w made preparations 
for his departure. 



CHAPTEE XXVII. 

THE CIIANGES THAT HAVE HAPPENED SINCE THE BATTLE 
OF SIIIMONOSEKI. — EFFECTS OF THE BATTLES OF KVCiOSHIMA 

AXl) SIIIMONOSEKI ON THE CLANS OF SATST'MA AND CHOSHIU. 

lUTTEIINESS OF CHOSHIU AGAINST THE YEDO GOVERNMENT. 

THE lUlVVEUY AND PATRIOTISM OF THE CLAN. ADOPTION BY 

SlTSl-MA AND CHOSHIF OF FOREIGN ARMS. DESIRE OF THE 

TYCOON TO DO THE SAME, BUT UNWILLINGNESS OF MANY OF HIS 
IlirrAINERS TO USE THEM. — PRESENT PREJUDICE OF FIGHTING 

:\n:N in favour of the sword. — the sword and the rule 

THAT IT SHOULD NOT BE UNSIIEATHI:D EXCEPT TO SHED 

BLOOD. — A PERSONAL REMINISCENCE. — ONE MORE PROOF OF 

THE DEADLY CHARACTER OF THE SWORD. — EXCURSIONS OF 
FUREKiNERS. 

It is (lifiieuit to realise that all I have been hitherto 
ncordiH;.,' Imppeiied so few years ago. Is it possible 
that only liftccn years have elapsed since the battle of 
Sliinionoseki '? Where are all those who took part in it? 
^^'here those who wer(> the principals in all the negotia- 
tions jireeedin*,^ it? Sir J^utherford Alcock has since 
IcJ't his mark as J3rilish Minister at Tekiiig, and, having]; 
retired, is now constantly before the public in conucction 
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with Bomc learned society, or some scheme for tLc 
a(lvanta<:[e of China or Japan. His colleagues of WA 
have also retired into private life, and are no longer 
heard of. But how is it with the Shogun ? 

The Gorojiu? 

The Prince of Nagato and his son ? 

The seven Kuge ? 

The young men who went to Scotland for their 
education ? 

And how is it with the Mikado ? 

Where are the ronins ? 

WTiere the guards who were employed to keej) them iu 
check ? 

Where are the daimios ? 

The hatamotos ? 

The two-sworded retainers of whom wo were wont to 
spejik as the dan<j;erous classes ? 

Where is the Bakufu, or Government of the Shogim * 

Wiicre the Dairi — the Coui-t of the Mikado? 

There is no Shogim. 

There is no Gorojiu. 

The old Prince of Nagato is probably dead, for he is 
never heard of. His son lives as a noble in a i>leasaut 
forei<;n-built house in the suburb of Shinagawa. 

Of tlie seven Kuges, one, Sanjo Sankyosiu, is Paijo 
Daijin, or Prime Minister of Japan ; and has been so 
since the vear 18G8. 

Every one of the youths who went to Scotland occupies 
now SOUK* important position iu tlio state. Of the two 
who returned to warn their chief — Ito is the Minister 
or Secretary of Statu ior Home Aii'airs ; Inouyk Buniu is 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

The Mikado no longer simply reigns — He governs ! 

The ronius are no more — they and the guards abhorl>ea 
either in the ranks of commerce^ or other industrial 
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workers. Very few now either carry a sword or follow a 
military cai'ocr. 

The (laimios are private gentlemen, with the rank of 
noblemen. 

The hatamotos (upholders of the flag) no longer 
possess status or privileges. They are but as influence 
or ability may place them. 

The two-sworded men have long lain their murderous 
weapons aside, and * dangerous classes * are only spoken 
of as a memory of the past. 

The Bakulu is as if it had never been ; and the Dairi 
with its curiously mysterious inner hfe at Kioto has 
given place to a Com-t in Tokio, whose activity and 
personal influence (especially that of the Empress) shed 
blessings over all the land. 

Such changes have taken place within the fifteen 
years of which I have yet to treat. How these changes 
have been effected is now my principal theme. 

The effect of the battle of Kagoshima I have already 
described. It led to a distinctly improved appreciation 
of foreigners l)y the Satsuma clan, who turned their 
attention at once to the best means of obtaining foreign 
appliances both of war and commerce. 

On Choshiu, the effect of the battle of Shimonoseki 
was only seen by foreigners, in the material fact, that the 
clan was rendered powerless for fui-ther aggression 
against ships entering the Inland Sea. Beyond that 
fact, there was nothing that brought the clan and 
foreigners within notice of each other: but, unhappily for 
the clan, being at loggcr-hrads with the Govennnunt, its 
troubles did not close with the dcpartm'e oi the foreign 
squacU'on. 

The bitter feeling entertained by all the clansmen 
against the Govc^niiuent was intensified a hundred-fold 
by the events i have been recording ; and be v ere as the 
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lesson was that |they had received from foreigners, they 
were determined to fight a ontraucc whatever troops of 
their own countrymen were sent against them. Brave 
fellows ! It is impossible not to sympathise with sucii 
wan-iors, vialgrc all their old opposition to us. Unlike 
other clans I conld name, they w^ere never mere swash- 
buclders. In Yedo the people all liked Choshiu men as 
much as they dreaded the samurai of Satsuma. They 
fought openly and nobly in support of their i)atriotic 
convictions. 

When the allied squadron set forth for Shimonoseki, 
all the men in it, and every man, civil or military, left be- 
hind, felt that the foe about to be encountered was worthy 
of their steel. And though the victorv was more easv 
than had been anticipated, this fact has never heen 
disputed : — that, to the present day the Choshiu clan lias 
maintained its right to be classed with th(^ bi*avest and 
noblest in Japan. 

One circumstance that always appears to me worthy 
of notice with regard to Satsuma and Choshiu, is, that 
both of them practiciiUy acknowledged the su2)eriority of 
foreign appliances m war, ])y obtaining rifles and am- 
munition, and largely arming their men with them, 
adopting, at the same time, as far as they could, foreign 
drill and discipline. The Shogun was desii'ous of 
doing the same ; and some regiments that occupied 
barracks in tlie iieighbourhood of Yokoliama, were very 
creditably instructed. But in the fight with Choshiu 
that was al)out to take place, many of the samurai to 
whom rifles were offered, refused to use them, or to 
undergo the new drill, preferring to trust to the old bows 
and arrows, the trusty sword, and the tactics of Old 
Japan. 

And even now the true Japain.'se warrior clings to liis 
sword. In the recent Satsuma rebellion, in some of the 
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fights it was found that the imperialists who were 
wounded with sword-cuts were nearlv as numerous as 
thorfi^ who rcceivi'd hullot wounds. 

It used to be a i)revailing notion that no samui'ai 
might unshcatli his sword except to shed blood. This is 
an exa;4^eration. l)oul)tless it was well, that amonp; a 
class so liery and so regardless of life as the samurai 
were, there should be some kind of restraint on the 
too impulsive beings ; but the laws of Iyeyas, made 
exjiressly for the ^i^iiidance of the samurai, have no such 
provision. The great ToKiciAWA chief very clearly 
defined the duty of every samurai to uphold the honour 
of his class ; l)ut he did not instruct them to become 
])utchers. 

Shortly after my arrival in Japan, I remember meeting 
in a friend's house, a yakunin who had come upon some 
liusiiu'ss f(U* his prince ; and ol)serving that he had taken 
Ills sword from his belt, and placed it on the ground l)y 
the side of his chair, curiosity induced me to ask to be 
allowed to look at it. My friend, no doubt in mere 
cajok'iy, told me to leave it alone, as it was a rule with 
Ja[)aiKse never to allow the sword to be imsheathed 
without shedding l)lood. 

The yakunin, seeing that 1 hesitated to touch the 
w( ai)oii, on hearing this, kindly took it up, unsheathed it, 
and handed it to me to look at, i)()inting out with pride 
thtit it was a remarkably fine blade ; and then added in 
fair English : — *' Mr. pays me a poor compli- 
ment when he tells his stranger friend that the sword 
I consented to his examining could not be returned to its 
sheath unless dimmed l)y blood." 

After a little time, when the business on which he had 
come was concluded, he turned to me again and said, as 
he [jointed to numerous sami)les of rifles and ammuni- 
tion and brought his hand down on a revolver case — 
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** You see I have mor^ confidence in Englishmen than 
tliov have in me. I come into a room full of <le«tnictiTr 
W(a])()ns ^vitllo^t su.-.iu\*i(m. And, as hv \vas about leav- 
inj:^ lie seemed to he unable to get the remark out of Li? 

head. ** Mr and I understand each other:'* he 

remarked. ** I know ho only said that in fun : but somf 
Japanese would not understand him, and wouhi think i: 
cowardice." He again waved his hand round to xht 
specimens of fire-arms and said ** So many ! '* and llicn 
touching his sword-hilt, his last word as he joined three 
or four attendants who had been waiting for him out- 
side, was — ** One !" 

This occured in Nagasaki, shoitly after the battle of 
Kagoshima, and the man was an ofiictr of Satsuma. 

But although he might thus speak of the foreign 
weapons outnumbering the single sword just restored io 
his girdle, its deadly character was not one whit inferior 
to them. Of this one more sad proof was given before the 
close of the year. 

The excursions of foreigners were usually confined to 
three or four special routes : viz., in one direction io the 
temple of J)ai-Shi-sama at Kawasaki, to reach which the 
Tokaido was traversed for about eight miles ; and in tlie 
opposite direction to the caves of Totsuka, and the 
temples at Fujisawa dedicated to Ugio Shonin — both on 
the Tokaido : besides the most frequented of ail- 
by Kanasawa to Kamakura, the ancient govenimental 
capital of the empire, to D^ubutszu tlie great bronze imago 
of BuDDiu, which all foreigners made it a principal object 
to see ; and to Yenoshima, a kind of. holy isle about five- 
miles distant from Kamakura. 

To these three latter places there were several routes. 
One was bv tlie Tokaido and bv branch roads from 
Totsuka and Fujisawa to Yenoshima and Kamakura ; but 
the most favourite was by bridle-paths over the hills to 
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Kanasawa, some of the views from which were surpass- 
inpjly beautiful. 

The journeys were most commonly made on horse- 
back, as most of the residents had ponies of theii* own, 
and there were plenty of livery-stables from whence 
suitable animals could be hired by visitors. As yet, 
with the excei)tion of the Tokaido, there was no road fit 
for carriage traffic, and no wheeled vehicles had been in- 
troduced. The onlv altei-natives to those who did not 
like riding, were the ordinary bamboo cango, (a very 
uncomfortable kind of conveyance), or walking. 

In addition to the naval and militaiy oflBcers, who, as 
new comers, were naturally as curious with regard to the 
country and people as others had been, there were 
constantly visitors from Shanghai and Hongkong. 
Excursions were very numerous ; for all the places 
mentioned possessed features of interest ; history and 
l)eauty of scenery combining to render them attractive. 

Kamakura, esi)ecially, has a place in Japaiiese history 
which most foreigners know as a general fact. As, 
however, it was founded by Yoritomo, whom I have more 
than oner spoken of as the originator of the dual system 
of government, I will give in my next chapter, some 
l>articulars of the city and its founder, before passing on. 
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CIIAPTEK VIII. 

A BllIEF ACCOUNT OF YORITOMO, THE FOUNDER OP WHAT IS 
CALLED snO(?rN-KE, AND ALSO \)F THE CITY OF K-iMAKTRA, 
WHERE UK Al'PKAliS TO HAVE UEIGXED AS SHOOUN FOR TWENTY 
YllARS. 

KAMAKl'RA. — DESCRIPTION AND HISTORY. YORIT03rO ITS 

FOX'NDER. YOIIITDMO'S DESCENDANTS HOJO YOSHITOKI. — RE- 
CAPITULATION OF THE FOREGOING. — YORITOMO's SUCCESflOT.S. 
AND END OF THE DYNASTY. — KAMAKUItV NO LONGER THE 
GOVERNMENTAL CAPITAL. 

[ The following avcouut was wriitni for me, hif Mr, 
Heco, a fiatirc of Japan^ hut an American citizen^ in th*' 
year 1H66, 

YoRiTOMO was the son of Yoshitomo and his wife ToKn\'A 
GozEN. He Lad two younger brothers, Noiuyori ami 

YOSIIITSUNE. 

In the era of Ileiji the first, or about 712 years ago, 
YosiiiToMo (the father of Y'oritomo), and a daimio named 
KiYOMORi, fought against each other. After years of 
discord Y'orito:sio was ordered by his father to take 
command of his army and to levy war agauist his enemy; 
at the same time he received a family sword called 
^' Ilige-kiri-Maru/' and i^so an ancient suit of aimour. 
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With these Yoritomo went forth to battle, hut was iin- 
foi-tunately defeated. Soon after he was captured by his 
enemy, Mi-nkkiyo, and exiled to Cape Idzu. This 
occurred in the era An-gln the first, or about 700 years 
a;^o, when he was only foui-teen years old. In this 
strange country, he found a friend in a daimio called 
Hojio ToKiMASA, who adopted him as his son, and sub- 
sequently gave him his daughter in marriage. He had 
not long l)cen married, when he removed to Kamakura, 
which had l)ec()me his property in the following manner. 

It was first settled by his ancestor Hatchiman Taro, 
YoKHi-iYK, who, having received an order from the Mikado 
to go to Oshiu and subdue the rebellious princes Abeno, 
Munf:to and Sadato, on his way thither he stopped at 
Kamakura, and built a small temi)le and worshipped 
there. Thenceforward the i)lace became known as the 
l)r()perty of Gknkk or house of Gknji, — that to which 
Y'ouiTOMo belonged. 

YouiTOMo's first act was to remove the temple of 
Ilachiiuan-gu from Uiga-hama to Tsiu*uga-oka — its 
present site. Having accomi)lished this, he began to 
build palaces and oliicial residences, and quickly gave the 
place the ai)pearance of a city. In those days the Japa- 
nese nobles seem to have been quite as prolific in 
rebellious lords, as any portion of Europe in the middle 
agi'S. Ten yi'ars later, we ihid Youitomo ordering his two 
brothers named above, to go against the prince Kiso 
Y'osiiiNAKA, who had rebelled agahist tln^ Government of 
the Mikado at Mivako, and to subdue him, Ilaviu'^ 
successfully effected their obj(?ct, l)y sul)jugating the 
prince, they went further and nuide war with the house 
of Hkike (their fathers enemy, Kiyomori) at Ichi-no-tani 
near Iliogo, and drove their enemy from tbe castle and 
territorv. 

KiYOMORi and his followers escaped westward through 
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the Inland Sea, and occupied the Island of Yashima and 
the northern edge of Shikoku. To these places YosHnsuxE 
and NoRiYORi followed, and in the first month of the era 
Bunji the first (about 690 j'ears ago) Noriyori crosswl to 
Shikoku from Nagato and landed his forces, whilst Yoshi- 
T8UNK landed with his army at Saniiki in the second 
month. A naval engagement ensued between the contend- 
ing hosts. A month later and Kiyomori was completely 
repulsed ; Yashima Castle was taken ; and fi'oni that period 
Y'oKiToMo, the Shogim, began to nile the enapii-e of Japan, 
as military chief, and head of all Government affairs, yet 
acknowledging the supremac}' of the Mikado. 

YosiiiTsuNE, returning to Kamakiu-a, was not well 
received l)y Y'^oritomo. In fact, on his arriving at tlie 
outer gate of the city, he was not admitted. For certain 
slanderous reports had come to the ears of the Shogim, 
and representations made to the efifect that Y^'oshitsvnk 
was working secretly for his own aggrandisement, ami 
had in view the dethroning of his brother and reigning in 
his place. Not finding the cordial reception he bad 
expected, and 1)eing refused entrance into the city, he 
went to Osliiu, and died at Koromogawa. Some say, lie 
crossed to the Island of Y'ezo where he was deified by the 
people under the title ** Gikei Dai-miyo-jin." A few^'ears 
later YoiuTOMo ordered his brother Noriyori to leave 
Kamakuni, and repair to Cape Idzu, and then and there 
to commit hdra-Iiiri in the temple of Shu-san-ji. Thus 
the two brave and noble brothers of Y'oritomo wei'e 
treated bv liim for whose interest and glorv tliev had 
done so much, liotli were expelled and died in a most 
lamentable manner. Seven years after the death of his 
youn'::est brother, ()7H years ago, Yoritomo himself died 
at the age of Jifty-tbree, leaving two sons, the eldest of 
whom YoRi-iYK succeeded to his father's throne. 

The personal deeds of Yoritomo are not dwelt upon by 
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the authorities I have had the oppoi-tunity of consult- 
iii<r, but liis dviiastv sfcms to have l)C'i'n most miliapoy. 

\f * •' AAV 

Yoiii-iYic, soon after succecdiug to his father's throne, fell 
daii^^erously ill, and retired from the (Urection of pul)lic 
afTairs for a time, after placing 8H provinces ^vest of 
Hakone luider the charge of his l)rother Sanktomo, and 
28 east of Ilakone under IcniiiATA Knrr, his eldest son. 
That same vear he died at hlzu, and the father.in-law of 
YourroMo went with his s(m and assassinated lennjATA 
KiMi — so that the whole em])ire fell into the hands of 
Youi-iye's brother, Sankto.mo. He was thus the third of 
the dynasty, and reigned 17 years. lie had several narrow 
t'scai)es from assassinati(m — but at length met liis death 
through the direction of none other than the regent of the 
cuipire — the brother of Youitomo's widow. On a certain 
day the Shogun went, accompanied l)y all the daimios, to 
visit the temple of liatchunan. The plot was to be 
carried out by the instrumentality of another. The 
rrgent excused himself frcmi attendance on thr pn tence 
of ilhu ss : for if he were i)resent, it would l)e his duty to 
carrv the sword of the Sliogun and follow innnedijitelv 
behind; and in case any injury happened to his master 
lie would he hidd personally responsil)le. The plot was 
well laid. The Shogun's nephew was persuaded to kill 
his uncl(^ in ri'Venge for the death of his father 1)V the 
Shogun's hand ; and the regent Ho.io urged it not (mly 
as a justilial)le act of retributicm, but also, because, if 
successful, he, being the only heir, would of course suc- 
ceed to the throne. The yomig man, Kugiyo, lent a 
wilhng ear to this advice. He went to the temple 
Hatchiman and waited under a tree i^the tree is still 
there ), near tin? central stone steps of the temi)le. 1 laving 
oJlVredhis prayers, the Sh(»gun w;^s returning about dusk, 
when hr was suddenlv attacked !)>- KooLfivo, who suruu"^ 
up from hib hicUng place and stabbed him with a dagger. 
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The treacherous regent, hearing that Koogiyo had ac- 
coinplished thi' fatal work, sent troo^^s, as if to avenge 
Ihe Sliogun's death, and killed his poor dupe, declaring 
tlijit he had rebelled against the person and Government 
of till' Shogun. Thus the race of Yoritomo was ex- 
tinguished. It comprised but three reigns and endured 
only foi^ty years. 

It is satisfactory to know that Hojo Yo.siiitoi:i, althougli 
li'.' contrived to put an end to the legitimate Yopjtomo 
dynasty, did not succeed in his design of becoming him- 
self Shogun. The other daimios woiild not peimit it, 
and he finnid it impossible to do so in opposition to 
them, lie therefore advised his sister (Yoritomo's widow) 
to send for a successor to Kioto. In reply to this appli- 
cation, she received a child Uw adoption in the i)erson of 
a son of ivuge Kam-raku ^Iitcui-iyi:, named Yoritso'e, 
who was only two years of age at the time. Thereujwn 
IIoio made the child the head of the Government of the 
Shogun, and himself continued regent and for mauv 
years the actual ruler of Japan. 

I have thus sliewn how the legitimate dynasty of the 
Shogun YoiuTOMo, the founder of the city of Kamakiira, 
came to an end in three reigns, comprising a perio<l of 
fortv vears : and it was seen that envv, hatred, malice 
and all uncharital)kiu'ss had played their ijaii from the 
iirst. The wcu'ld, during the six thousand years of its 
existence, has but cme general characteristic in this 
respect, and all ages, all countries and all peoples, 
civilized and uncivilized, have borne witness to the fact. 
Yoritomo himself appears to have had greatness thrust 
upon him by the achievements of his brothers — bat 
when they had successfully wielded their swords in his 
service, he feared lest they should snatch his high estate 
from him, and themselves enjoy what theii* bravery haJ 
secm'ed for him. He banished both, and they died in 
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exile — the younGjer performing hara-kiri by Yoritomo^s 
orders. Tlie immediate successor was his ehlest son — 
Youi-iYK — but lie through ilhiess was fcu'ccd to divide tlie 
rule between his younger brother Sanktomo — and his son 
IcHiBATA KiMi ; the latter was murdered by order of his 
great grandfather (the father of Yoritomo's wife) who 
thus hoped to clear the way for his own hneal mak- des- 
cendants. In this however he was disappointed, Sane- 
TOMO — the younger son of YomroMo assumed the Sho- 
gunate over the whole land and reigned seventeen years. 
Treachery seems to have been inherent in the family ; 
for the brother of Yoritomo's wife inveigled Sanetomo's 
nephew and apparent heir to murder him, and then 
caused his dupe to be put to death — thus cutting oflf the 
last lineal descendant of Yohitomo — and hoping himself 
to assume the office of Shogun. The Council of daimios 
not pennitting this, his sister, by his advice, sent to 
Miako, whence the Mikado sent a child two years old for 
her adoption, who was placed at the head of the Govern- 
ment as Shogun — and the traitorous Ho jo Yosuitoki 
became Regent and actual ruler of the country. 

Such is a recapitulation of the history of Yoritomo and 
his legitimate male descendants as given above. The 
adopted child was named Youitsune. When he arrived 
at the age of 18 — the Regent Ho jo made him marry the 
daughter of Yori-iye the son and successor of Yoritomo. 
The lady had reached the advanced age of 83. This 
remarkal)le match w^as made by Hojo only to blind the 
eyes of others, and induce the world to believe that he 
was no enemy, but on the contrary, a fast friend and 
faithful seiTant of the dynasty. He managed, however, to 
keep the reins of government in his hands during the 
whole reign of Yoritsune, and on the Shogmi reaching 
the age of 20 — made him retire to luoto, where he died 
before he had reached his fortieth year. The Regent 
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applied a^ain to Kioto for a successor, and a youth of 10 
voiirs old called Yoiutsugu was sent, "who died \rhen 
only IR, at the ^fikado's metropolis. 

ViM' i\w. third tinu', the Mikado was appealed to, and 
a sui-c('ss(;r was iound in the person of a son of the 
Mikado named Muxkt.vka Shinno. He was still so young 
that Hojo continued to hold the office and exercise the 
functi(nis of D(\a:ent. (It was early in this Shoguuat^r, 
that the law was enacted that no more than five Chinese 
junks should be allowed to come yearly to Japan, and 
and that if more came, they should be burnt or otherwise 
destroyed.) 

At the ap:o of 33 — Munetaka Shinno died, and his son 
KoiiKYAsr Shinno occupied his place. 

It was in this reign, the seventh from Yoiutomo, that 
the Portuguese first visited the country. Our chronicle 
states that they came with a fleet and aiTived at the 
island of Kiushiu. They brought a letter fi-om their 
Government to the Shogun, to the effect that their 
sovereign was desirous that Japan should come under 
Portuguese protection and be dei)endent. Koreyisu 
Shinno was extremely indignant on hearing such an im- 
pudent communication, and ordered that they should be 
driven away from the country. The order was executed, 
and having put to sea, they were overtaken by a typhoon 
which sunk all their ships, and of aU who had i:eached 
Japan only three men were saved to return to Portugal 
and tell the sad news of the fate of their companions. 

Kamakura stiU continued to be the residence of the 
Shogun and consequently the seat of Government. On 
the death of Koreyasu, his son become the eighth 
Shogun who had governed from thence, and nothing of 
importance occurred during his reign ; but in that of the 
ninth, Morikuni Shinno, the army left Kamakura for 
Akusaki and destroyed the castle and confiscated the 
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property of a rehellious daimio Kusunoki. At the time 
of the capture the prince himsc^lf was ahsent, and only a 
few of the retainors were there, and thns the victory of 
the Shogun's troops was easy and complete. Having 
effected this the army marched agamst another prince, 
MoRiYosHi Shinno, and took the castle at Yoshino in the 
province of Yamato. Proceeding further to a place 
called Chihaya in Yamato, they came front to front with 
Kusunoki, and this time they suffered a repulse. This 
was the heginning of a series of misfortunes. In the 
following month a daimio, Akamatsu Enshin, attacked 
Miyako, and, as in duty bound, the Shogun*s army 
hurried to defend the metropolis and the Mikado. It was 
unsuccessful in a pitched battle with Akamatsu, and the 
daimios Owari-no-Kami and Ashikaga were ordered to 
go against the insurgents. They fought a battle, in 
-which OwARi was killed : whilst another disaffected prince, 
NiTTA YosHisADA collcctcd an army, and, taking ad- 
vantage of the absence of the grand army of the Shogun, 
marched upon Kamakura. The city was taken without 
difBcultj', and from* that period ceased to be the Shogun's 
capital. 

These nine reigns are called by the Japanese the 
YoRiTOMO dynasty — but our account will cause it to 
be fully understood that the six last Shoguns were only 
grafts upon the family tree, by the appointment of the 
Mikado and by adoption. Throughout the whole of the 
latter period the Eegency continued in the Hojo family 
— and in every Shogunate they were the real directors 
of affairs. 

The dynasty of YojiiToMO then, and the Eegency of the 
house of Ho.K) — extended over a period of about 154 
years. It is a little over 500 years since they came to a 
close — and for a considerable period the grand empire 
was divided into two sections, North and South. For a 
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long series of years War raged between the two diyisioiis 
— but at length the former was victorious, and its ruler 
AsiiiKA(fA Taka-"ji l>ecame Shogun over the whole laud. 
But Kanuikura was no longer the capital — and it 
gradually sunk in importance, and became only re- 
membered for its former glory — ^the Hatchiman and 
one or two other temples and the Image of Daibutszu— 
which to this day attract numberless pilgrims to wor- 
ship at their shrines. 



CIIAPTEK XXIX. 

ANOTHER TR.VGEDY. — ATTACK AT KAMAKURA ON MAJOR 
BALDWIN AND AND LIKIT. RIRD. — MANNER OF THE ATTACK. — 
CONSTERNATION THUOriiHOlTT THE SETTLEMENT. — DETERMINA- 
TION. — THE FUNERAL. — JUSTICE. — THE ASSASSINS CAUGHT 
AND DECAPITATED. — FIRST DOURTS OF FOREIGNERS AS TO THE 
TRUE CULPRITS CLEARED UP. — SHIMIDZU 8EIJI. — PR0CE8 
VERBAL. — SENTENCE. — PUBLIC EXPOSURE IN THE STREETS OF 
YOKOHAMA. — THE EXECUTION GROUND. — THE EXECUTIONER. — 
THE prisoner's DEMP:AN0UR. — HIS ANATHEMA A(iAINST FOR- 
EIGNERS. — HIS DEATH ; AND THE EXHIBITION OF HIS HEAD 
FOR THREE DAYS. — CAPl'URE AND DECAPITATION OF IIIS 
M18ER.UJLE ACCOMPLICE. — FATAL FRACAS IN THE YOSHIWARA. 
A FRENCHMAN KILLED, BUT ^^^THOUT MALICE PREPENSE. 

And hero I have l)rought my readers to the spot 
where another of those col(l-l)lootle(l, tnacherous assassi- 
nations took place, of which so many have heeu 
recorded. 

On the 21st of Noveml)er, two Enghsh oflicers, Major 
B-vLDWiN and Lieutenant Bird, hoth of II. M. XXth 
lU'j^'iment, liavinjj; visited Yenoshima and Daiiu'ts//, 
turned into the road that led fn>m the cross-roads to 
the bea-tthore ; and had haidly entered it when they 
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were attacked by two men, each of whom, selecting his 
victim, made sure work by making the assault from 
behind, with those dreadful swords whose shaii> edges 
and hea\'y substance rendered their gashes so deadly. 

Major Baldwin, who was riding behind, had not time 
to use his revolver. The assassin nished out upon him, 
and with the fateful upward stroke, cut him fi-om hip to 
shoulder, dividing the spine, so that he fell at once from 
his horse, dead. Lieut. Bird appears to have drawn out 
his revolver and fired one shot at the assailant of 
his companion, when he himself was assaulted by the 
second villain, and mortally wounded. It appeared 
from the testimony given at the inquest, that he was not 
actually killed on the spot ; for when the village 
authorities were infoiined of the catastrophe and went to 
him, he was able to tell them his name, and that they 
were EngUsh ofl&cers. Suspicion for a moment fell on 
the officials ; that they had cut the thread of poor Bird's 
life in order that he might tell no tales. But it was 
dispelled eventually by the capture of the actual mur- 
derers. In truth, with such wounds as both of them 
received, it was quite impossible they could have lived 
long. They were very numerous and most of them 
fatal. 

The consternation spread through the settlement by 
this occiu-rence exhibited itself in a quiet, resolute deter- 
mination to have the affau* investigated to the bottom. 
Sir liuTHERFORD Alcock was on the point of departure 
for Europe ; but he at once laid the matter before the 
Gorojiu in such a manner as shewed that there must be 
no trifling this time. The culprits themselves must be 
found. 

And they were found. 

The bodies were removed from Kamakura and brought 
to Yokohama. The funeral took place the following day, 
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and was certainly the most imposing that had ever been 
seen in Yokohama. In addition to draughts of men 
from the ships, and from each military cori)s ashore, 
all the officers who could be spared from duty, and all the 
civihans resident in Yokohama, besides many Japanese 
Ligh officials, were present. It was a most impressive 
ceremony throughout, but it was rendered the more so 
by the solemn intensity of feeling which pervaded every 
breast in that vast assembly. It was not a cry for 
vengeance that was subsequently raised. It was a 
demand for justice. And justice was done. 

Both of the assassms were captured ; and both were 
decapitated. The first was taken just before Sir 
BuTHERFORD Alcock left ; and as it was the first occasion 
on which any mui'derer of foreigners was brought to 
justice, he may well claim it as one of the beneficial 
results of his decisive policy. 

There were many doubts expressed by foreigners, but 
more still by Japanese, as to whether the first prisoner 
taken was actually one of the guilty. It was openly 
alleged that he was a culprit doomed to death for another 
crime ; and only represented to foreigners as one of those 
who had taken part in the assault on the Kamakura 
"victims, m order to deceive them, and satisfy them of the 
intentions of the Government to bring all such villains 
to justice, and of their power to punish them. The 
perusal of the following Proces Verbal, signed by Mr. 
Flowers, H. B. M.'s Acting Consul, and Mr. Satow, 
ynll, however, set all such doubts at rest : — 

Proces Verbal 
Of the recotjnitiou of Shimidzu Selji, one of the murderers 
of Major Bald^mn and TAeut. Bird, />// the Ja})aneHc 
iritnesses Sei, Kanekitchi, and IcniBE, at the 
Japanese prison, Tohe, on the 27th Deeemher, 1864. 

** Under instructions from II. M. Charge dWUaires, we 
proceeded to Tobe, at 1 p-m., for the purpose of being 
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present at the recognition of the criminal by the 
above-mentioned witnesses, and on our arrival found the 

witnesses assembled. 

** It was arran<;ed that the witnesses should view and 
(.>l)sorve the features and peraon of the prisoner from 
l)ehind a screen ; an arrangement which the shding 
partitions of Japanese rooms rendered perfectly easy. 

** The prisoner arrived from Yedo about 4 p.m., and 
was immediately placed so as to be fully exposed to the 
ubsenation of the witnesses. 

** When a sufficient time had elapsed to enable the 
witnesses to speak to the identity, they were separately 
interrogated, and respectively made the following state- 
ments : — 

** Sri — (a widow — who keeps the sweetmeat stall at the 
gate of Hajiman) — declared that she recognised the 
prisoiuT to l)c the man who laid the hat on her bench, 
l)(.'f(>re f.;oing to the teiiipk'. 

*' Kankkitchi — (a lad 11 years of age, residing at 
Mima), — declared that he recognised the prisoner as the 
man who with drawn sword attacked the first foreigner. 

" IsHUiK — (the keeper of the Kadoya tea-house at 
Totsiika) — declared that ho recognised the prisoner as 
(mi' of the two sanmrai, who, on the night of the '22nd 
of tlu; loth Jai)an('se month, came on to his premises 
and imperiously demanded food. 

** Whereupon wo proceeded into the room where the 
prisoner was, and the following (piostions were i^ut and 
replies received, through the undersigned E. Satow as 
interpreter : — 

** * Ai*e you indeed Shimidzu Selu ? * 

** *Yes : my name is Shimidzu Seiji.' 

***Are you one of the men who killed the foreign 
officers at Kamakura on the 22nd of the 10th Japanese 
month ? " 

" Yes : I killed one of the foreign officers at 
Kamakura." 

The last question was repeated in a somewhat varied 
form, and the prisoner rejoined : — 

** 'Without (loul)t I am one of the men who killed the 
foreigners nt K'amakuvn. 1-Jut I have something to say 
about the mauna* in which 1 have been examined.'* 

*' At this point the Japanese officers rushed in, and 
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ordering the prisoners to be silent, requested that the 
interrogations mipjht cease ; and tlio inidersipjned Aetin|]; 
Consul, (Mnisidi'i-in*::: tlie h^atisfaciorv cliarac'ter of flu* 
recognition, and tlu^ subsequent acknowledf^anent of guilt, 
rendered it unnecessary to proceed fuither, we retired to 
the next a[)ai'tment. 

** The prisoner looked pale from conlhiement ; but did 
not exhibit on his person or countenance, any marks of 
exhaustion or ill-usage. 

Marccs Flowtirs, 

Acting Consul. 
Ernest Satow, 

Student interjyreter.'' 

The sentence passed upon this wretched man was, that 
he should first be exposed through the streets of Yoko- 
hama, then decapitated, and his head subsequentlj' 
exhibited on the i)ublic highway. 

Accordingly, about 5 p.m. on the 80th December, he 
was placed, tightly bound, on a pack-horse, and led 
through the streets both of the foreign settlement and 
tlie native town. A board was can-ied before him, on 
which was his sentence, written in large characters, such 
as all could read. A sufficient number of officials of the 
lower grades walked in the procession ; which was aug- 
mented every minute, by scores of natives and foreigners. 

His demeanom* was that of a most detennined and 
rabid hater of foreigners. Throughout the whole route, 
he sung at the loudest pitch of his voice, sentences full 
of his abhorrence of them, and calling on his country- 
men to do as he had done. He was even addressed by 
foreigners, and readied to them, glorying in his deed. 
He partook of refreshment at one tea-house in the native 
town ; and it was quite evident, that, whatever were the 
feehngs generally prevalent as to foreigners, thercs was a 
strong s^Tupathy felt for him — hardly to bo wondered at, 
considering the manly way he played his part throughout. 

The procession moved out, and went to the Execution 
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Ground, just above the Tob6 prison ; but it was now 
quite dark, and not possible for the militarj' to see the 
decapitation that night. So as this was deemed to be a 
most important part of the proceedings, he was remoTed 
to the prison, and, much to his own chagrin, spared in 
life for another night and morning. 

At nme o*clock the next morning, the XXth Re^^ment, 
the Marmes, and the Ai-tillery, were formed in three 
sides of a square, opposite the spot where he was to suffer, 
and a very large majority of the residents occupied the 
ground within the enclosure. 

Ordinary executions were quite frequent. They took 
place within the precincts of the Tobe prison, in a 
small paved square, enclosed by black boarded palings. 
Those who hear of decapitations, in lands where it is almost 
unknown, or who judge of such things by the accounts 
handed down from the middle ages, and picture to them- 
selves all the paraphemaUa of the axe and the block, 
with the half brutalised, masked executioner, have no- 
thing before them at all assimilating to a decapitation in 
Japan. It is done so unceremoniously, and in such a 
matter-of-fact, easy, oflf-hand way, with that marvellons 
cleaver, the sword, that it produces no emotion. 
Generally the prisoners are sufficiently drugged to pre- 
vent their being actually conscious at the last of what is 
taking place. Their sentence is read to them ; and they 
are at once humcd oflf, their arms bound tightly behind 
them, to their death. A hole about three feet square and 
four to six indues deep has been prepared ; on one side of 
^vhicb they are made to kneel. They are supported and 
liurriod in, blindfold, by two gaolers, who, in days gone 
l)y, used always to be of the ijita class ; and while these 
men placed the condemned on his kness, bent his head 
forward, and bared his neck and shoulders, the executioner 
pom'ed a Httle water on his sword with a small ladle, from 
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a bucket close at liJind, and every preparation was com- 
plete. Tlie executioner, l)arin;4 his arms and tyinj^ tlio 
sleeves back in a manner peculiar to Japanese, raised 
bis sword, autl in a moment, with one fell swoop, 
the work was dont*. The head fell into tlu* hole, 
the body over it ; and those whose duty it was, huddled 
trunk and head into a mat bajj; prepared for them, and 
all was over. 

But special eriminals were dealt with elsewhere. The 
crucifixions, for instance, for such crimes as the nnu'der 
of a husband or a father, and the burnings alive which 
in Bome cases expiated the crime of arson, took place on 
special execution grounds ; and on one of these Shimidzu 
Seui was now to yiehl his life. 

The site was particularly well chosen ; for it was the 
highest point of the table-land above the Tobe, and very 
spacious and open withal, except at the back, where the 
l)ine trees closed it in. On the present occasion a fence 
bad been placed around a sufficient space to accommodate 
all the foreigners likely to put in an appearance : and 
forms had been placed for the European and native 
officials. The hour appointed was 10 a.m., but it was 
near 11 before a norimon with a few prison attendants 
was seen wending its way from the prison, along the 
nan'ow winding paths between the fields ; and shortly it 
arrived on the ground. The bars of the norimon were 
removed, and the murderer got out nimbly, bound as 
he was, and bowed to the native officei's. Evidently ho 
bad not been drugged ; for, when the men came forward 
with a cloth to bind his ej'es, he pleaded so earnestly 
that he might be spared this humiliation, that the officer 
granted his prayer ; and he immediately walked lightly 
and jauntily to the hole, and knelt in front if it, before 
the attendants had time to lay hold of him to guide him 
in the usual manner. 

VOL. I PP 
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The executioner of the day was a yonng man, at whose 
side the regular executioner was stsjiding. SHDiiDzti 
asked hhn to wait a moment. He then threw himself 
back on his haunches, and sung a verse containing a 
terrible imprecation on foreigners ; then, placing him- 
self in position, the attendants adjusting his clothes, he 
looked up at the executioner, and asked if he was sure of 
his skill ; remarking that he had a very thick neck. The 
executioner seemed a little taken aback by this; but 
after the utterance of one more most discordant, pas- 
sionate howl against foreigners, the doomed one bent his 
head forward, and said, "Now.** In an instant the 
sword flashed through the air j but, alas ! althon^^ 
certainly death accompanied the first blow — ^the spinal 
chord was severed and the head fell forward — ^yet it took 
two more slashes actually to sever it from the tronk. 

As the sword fell the first time, the artillery discharged 
one gun, which it is not improbable the assassin nuy 
have heard as the last sound, ere his senses failed him. 

All was over. The heroism with which the man met 
his death, awakened in many breasts a feeling of com- 
passion — or rather of sorrow that if such a man must die 
by the sword, it had not been in a better cause. 

The execution ground is about two miles from the 
settlement of Yokohama ; but as foreigners returned to 
their own homes, they found at the Yoshida bridge, at tiie 
entrance of the native town, the ghastly head, moist and 
bleeding, impaled on an iron spike, the neck embedded in 
clay, on a kind of low gallows or stand, attended by 
guards, appointed to watch it and see that it was not 
touched l)y the natives ; and there it remained for three 
days — the inscription of the crime and the sentence 
being placed in front of it. 

It is a remarkable fact that, ever since then, all Japa- 
nese who have assaulted foreigners have been captured, 
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and have been dealt with according to law. And it is 
very certain that, in every case, the actual culprits might 
have been taken had proper efforts been made ; and had 
there been no fear of consequences. 

I will no further refer to the capture and decapitation of 
the companion of SniinDzu, which took place two or 
three months later, than to say that the spectacle was in 
every way the very opposite to that displayed in his case. 
A poor, tortured victim, so heavily drugged that he could 
not keep his eyes open whilst waiting a few minutes 
(as he had to do) for the ai'rival of the British officials : 
'with difficulty suppoi-ted to the fatal spot, and unable to 
support his head as it was bent over the hole. In his 
case the work was well and cleanly done by the proper 
executioner ; and everyone who witnessed it sorrowed to 
see such a mean and pitiable exhibition. 

But justice was satisfied ; and for a considerable time, 
such cowardly lamentable personal attacks ceased. 

Towards the end of the year, a fracas took place in 
Yokohama which had a fatal result. Some French 
sailors, in a state of intoxication went to the Yoshiwara, 
the immoral quarter of the town. A quarrel ai'ose 
between them and a number of the people, and they were 
obUged to fly, pursued by many of the exasperated 
natives armed with missiles and weapons of various kinds. 
Unhappily one Frenchman was killed on the spot, and 
another severely wounded. But this was one of those 
deplorable cases that arose solely from the folly of the 
sufferers themselves ; and had not the shghtest taint of 
political animosity attaching to it. 
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A FEW incidents of a less exciting character call for 
notice, ere we take leave of the year 1864. 

On the 2()th October a meeting was held at tJie 
residence of Mr. Charles Rickerry, the manager of tlie 
Central Bank of Western India, to discusB a proposition 
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for the establishment of a Chamber of Commerce in 
Yokohama. Mr. Kingdon presided. 

Tlie proposal was brought forward by Mr. Rickerby, 
who considered that the time had arrived when such a 
Chamber would be useful. The trade of the port had 
indeed become so considerable as to render it a necessity. 
He had himself seen within eighteen months, no less 
than five cases go before the Consulate, which would have 
been more satisfactorily settled by a Chamber ; and he 
mentioned a variety of matters in which the action of the 
Chamber would be called for. 

Mr. Marshall, though doubtful whether this was the 
best time to start the project, moved, ** that a committee 
be appointed to ascertain the views of the community.*' 
And this having been passed, the meeting adjourned. 

It reallv did seem that the services of such an in- 
stitution were seriously needed. The obstructions placed 
in the way of trade by the Japanese ofl&cials were vexa- 
tious to a degree. 

It was assei-ted l)y the »Japanese merchants, and it 
was strictly true, that not a transaction of any sort 
between them and foreign merchants was unknown and 
entirely micontroUed by the local officials. Quantities, 
prices, profits, losses, were all noted by them, and the 
inquisitorial system was carricnl so far, as to interfere 
materially with the course of trade. 

The obstruction to the entrance of Silk in particular, 
continued, notwithstanding all that had passed upon the 
subject, between the Government and the Consuls. 
Indeed it now assumed so marked a character that the 
Kepresentatives of the United States, Holland, i^'rance 
and England, deemed it necessary to visit the Gorojiu toge- 
ther and impress upon that august Council, the absolute 
necessity for some decided improvement. They went 
up accompanied by a portion of the tieet — not inteu- 
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tionally as a menace ; but it appears that this fact acted 
as a very efficient spur : for the moment it was ascer- 
tained that they were so attended, the Gorojin hastened 
to send orders to remove all restrictions on the importa- 
tion of silk into Yokohama. 

It has often been a matter of surprise to new comera 
and visitors to Yokohama, to find that the settlement 
has remained so long without a public literary institii* 
tion of any kind. This has not arisen from want d 
appreciation of the need of it. Two have been laonched, 
but, through mismanagement, have fallen through. The 
first was called into existence in December 1864, and 
had an ephemeral existence of some six months. 

Before the end of this year an effort was made to get 
the Municipal Council re-started. A meeting was held, 
and a preliminary committee appointed to ** enquire as 
to the best method of forming a Municipal Council.* 
The result was seen in the following spring. 

As an evidence of the good feeling prevailing between 
the Japanese and foreign troops, I may mention, that 
in the middle of October some of the Japanese troops 
quartered at Noge, about two miles from the settlement, 
were reviewed by their own officials on their ordinary 
drill-ground, Sir B. Alcock and several foreign officials 
being present. 

The next day, there was another review on a more 
extensive scale, upon the small lot of vacant ground in 
the Swamp Concession, in rear of the German Club. It 
was a novel sight, and one that will not easily be for- 
gotten by those who witnessed it. The English, United 
States, and Dutch, Ministers were present : the Consuls, 
and the bulk of the foreign residents. Of course there 
was also a great crowd of Japanese. 

The Japanese soldiers marched on to the ground, 
imder the command of Kubota Bemtabo, the brigadier in 
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command of all the Japanese troops in and aronnd 
Yokohama. 

Of English troops there were of the XXth 500 men ; 
Eoyal Marines 330 ; 67th 140 ; Beloochees 130 ; Artillery 
65 ; Engineers 22 ; and Military train 12 ; — in all 1189 
rank and file, in addition to their officers. 

At 11 A.M. Sakaj Higa-no-Kami, Vico-Minister and 
member of Gorojiu, Takemoto Awadzi-no-Kami, confi- 
dential agent of the Tjxoon and principal Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Shibata Hioa-no-Kami, Commissioner 
and Minister for Foreign Affairs, and the two Governors 
of Kanagawa, arrived, with a large gathering of officials. 

I have already alluded to thisj-eview in chapter XIV. 

From this time onwards pleasant episodes of this, or 
an equally friendly, character, were constantly taking 
place between Japanese and foreigners ; and so far as 
Yokohama itself was concerned, it might have been 
suppoe^ed that the events which had so recently passed, had 
never been. No distrust was observable on either side ; and 
life went on from day to day as if foreigners were welcome 
guests, and the Japanese generous and appreciative hosts. 

One simple incident occurs to me. I was walking 
with a friend, m the spring of 1865, in front of one of 
the native guard-houses on the Bluff. Several of the 
soldiers were evidently making preparations for some- 
thing out of the common, and one, beckoning to my 
companion and myself to approach, made us understand 
that they were about to have a sham fight, at the same 
time inviting us to remain as witnesses. 

At the moment of our arrival they were drawing lots 
for sides. There were a number of strings, some with 
white and some with red ends. The uncoloured ends of 
the strings were held to each of the would-be competitors, 
and everyone as he drew one or the other, became 
attached to the party displaying that colour. He then 
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took a 2)iece of baked clay painted of his particular colour, 
and fixed it across the top of his head, which it was shaped 
to fit. Then, equipping himself in the ordinary defen- 
sive articles with which they used habitually to practice 
fencing and sw ord exercise, umpires were appointed, and 
the belligerents took their positions op])08ite to each 
other. 

There were eight on either side. They fought with 
the ordinary two-handed wooden swords with which aD 
Japanese samurai practised. The object was to break 
their opponent's clay head-piece ; and he whose dLs- 
tinguif^hing badge was so fractured was considerwl 
dead, and the umpires conducted him from the field. 

The fight commenced. There was a good deal of 
feinting before they came to close quarters. At last two 
or three on each side were hard at it, the rest watching 
eagerly and excitedly, as if biding then- time. 

Now one, who had not as yet joined in the fray, 
seemed to think he could finish one of the engaged of the 
opposite party by rushing in behind and taking him at a 
disadvantage whilst defending himself from, or attacking, 
his foe in front. Quick as thought this was discovered 
by the disengaged on the other side, and a warrior flew 
to meet the new-comer and foil his threatened attack. 
Thus gradually all joined in, and the melte became 
general. 

There was a good deal of excitement about it, even to 
lookers-on ; for the sword play, after its kind, was 
oxc('llont, and evidently all the belligerents were adepts. 

The greatest good humour prevailed among the 
combatants. Not a scowl was seen, nor a growl heard, 
beyond the ordinary ejaculations inseparable from 
Japanese athletic competitions. 

At length all were vanquished but two on one side and 
one on the other ; when, being pressed hard by his foes, 
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the one retired backward along the pathway, ever with 
his face to his adversaries, and bravely fighting as he 
fled. 

On the pathway were two British Naval officers, one of 
'whom stepped aside and let them pass — ^the other ran 
along the path — to get out of their way. This incident 
amused the Japanese intensely; they fairly screamed 
with laughter, evidently imagining that he fled from 
supposed danger. 

Presently the single warrior stumbled over the bank, 
and was obliged to jump down into the field about three 
or four feet below the path. His pursuers immediately 
belaboured him unmercifully, and we could not help 
thinking it a great misfortune for him that his 
clay casque was so tough, for the blows must have 
hurt him considerably. He continued to defend himself 
still as well as he could ; but it was a reUef when the 
umpires stopped the unequal strife : declaring him a hero, 
but his side fairly vanquished. 

The game, if we may so call it, was repeated again and 
again throughout the day, and gave a sort of weak idea 
of what the old style of fighting was among the Japanese. 

Outside of the settlement, the Japanese did bestir them- 
selves in our behalf. By making a good carriage road 
from Yokohama to Slississippi Bay by the Homoku 
valley, round over the hills above Negishi, and reentering 
the settlement by Isliikawa and the Swamp Concession, 
they hoped they would provide an inducement for 
foreigners to confine themselves to it, and to leave the 
Tokaido unvisited. 

It had this effect to some extent, as the residents 
largely adopted the road for their daily constitutional 
rides, and many family men procured carriages of 
different kinds from Shanghai and elsewhere. Thence- 
forward wheel traffic became quite common. 

VOL. I QQ 
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The Japanese also caused one of the deep hays in fte 
Homoco valley to be laid out as a rifle range. It wu 
bounded by two long spurs of high land» the hill at the 
extremity of which was cut and faced, and when the 
targets were placed, formed one of the best Bifle bnite 
in the East. The broad space between the spurs was 
further defined and bounded by a deep ditch on eaeh 
side, for a distance of about a thousand yards. It was 
to be used indiscriminately by Japanese and foreigners I 
and a portion of the ground, when drained and properly 
grassed, was used as a race-course. 

The relations between Japan and the Western Powers 
were deemed now to have changed so decidedly for the 
better, that the Boyal Marines were ordered to hold 
themselves in readiness to embark on board the 
Conqueror, and proceed home, But two companies 
of the 11th Regiment were ordered to Japan from 
Hongkong. 

News arrived in the month of May that Sir Butherfobd 
Aloook would not return to Japan. He was promoted 
to Peking. Sir Harry Smtthb Parkes E.C.B., was to 
replace him in the land of the Bising Son. Dr. 
Winchester was to go to Shanghai as H.B.M.'s Consul; 
and Dr. Myburgh was appointed Consul at Yokohama. 

It was now reported that the Tycoon had decided to 
confiscate the dominions of the Prince of Choshiu, as an 
equivalent for the $3,000,000 which he had undertaken to 
pay to England, France, Holland and the United States. 
But Nagato prepared to resist him to the last extremity. 

It was understood that the Tycoon himself was about 
to head his forces and to attack the rebel in his own 
dominions. 

It was also stated that the powerful Satsuma clan had 
promised its assistance to Choshiu ; but that this fact 
did not deter the young Generalissimo of the empire — ^wbo 
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WBB fired with the desire of proving himself a worthy 
descendant of the redoubtable Gk)ngen-sama ; well able 
to maintain by force the sacred rights attached to the 
throne which his great ancestor had won by conquest for 
his family. 

It was arranged that he should proceed from Yedo to 
Osaka by land. A few days before setting forth, he 
reviewed at Comaba, (the site where the Agricultural 
College now stands), 100,000 troops, of those who owed 
him personal allegiance ; and who were to march forth- 
with to take part in the struggle with Ghoshiu. 
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My readers will now be struck with the decided 
evidences of the readiness of the Japanese for the 
acceptance of the progress that has since this time so 
rapidly developed itself among them. 

One of the first incidents that awakened me to the 
recognition of it, was, a visit I had, in my capacity as 
editor of the Japcm Herald ; which showed me that a 
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comprehension of the' power of the Press was actually 
extending to the officials of the Government. 

The gentleman who called upon me was then very 
young. He was passing through one of the schools for 
foreign languages ; and was also undergoing military 
drill with his companions, under foreign instruction. 

With the utmost modesty he begged my pardon if he 
-was taking an imjustifiablc liberty, and hoped I would 
not betray to any one his having come to me. He then 
told me that he had received instructions from the 
officials (of his clan as I understood) to see me, and to men- 
tion that the Envoys who had been incarcerated in Yedo 
during the month of August in the preceding year, for 
their non-success in then* mission to France, were still in 
confinement ; and further to ask me to mention it in the 
newspaper with a recommendation that they should be 
released. 

I said I would certainly comply with the request, and 
assured him also that his visit should be a secret ; and that 
he need be under no apprehension on that account. 

Accordingly I made it the subject of a leading article 
on the following Satm'day, (June 24th 18G5), and had no 
expectation of hearing anything more about it. If I 
remember rightly, there were only about half a dozen 
copies of the paper at that time subscribed for by 
Japanese. 

I cannot recollect how long it may have been after the 
article appeared, when I received another visit from the 
same young gentleman, for the purpose of thanking me, 
and telling me that the appeal in the foreign newspaper, 
had been successful. 

Surely no better evidence of the change that was at 
hand, could be given than this : — that the inlluence of 
the fourth estate was aclaiowledged. 

The gentleman who thus called upon me in 1865, is 
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now a very inflaential man in the estimation botk of 
foreigners and of his own countrymen. He is one of tbi 
most able, consistent and earnest friends of solid pzo- 
greas — not of mere change for changers sake — ^among the 
Japanese ; and is intimately connected with some of Am 
most marked and useful efforts for effeoting good feefing, 
and pleasant and profitable intercourse between Jspui 
and foreigners. 

The Tycoon having now resolved to head his foiM 
against Ghoshiu, the subjoined proolamaiions ma 

issued : — 

General Proolamation of the Ttcoom : — 

" One of the maxims of Gongbm-saica was, that 'if i 
single motive is sufficient to determine an individual to 
act, a public man ought not to enter upon a resolution 
without having ten good reasons ; and that where a 
private man only foresees one inconvenience, apuUie 
man ought to foresee ten.' 

''Our ancestors and ourselves have always been fiaithfol 
to this maxim ; and it is partly because we have been 
directed by it, that we have been accused by our Mends, 
— devoted to us but yet impatient — of sluggishness, whibt 
our enemies have blamed us for acting too hastily. 

'' If we have deserved censure from our friends, at kast 
we are able to silence our enemies. 

''We are now about to begin the most just war, and to 
inflict upon a rebel the most merited punishment, ever 
recorded in our annals. The crime, or rather the crimes, 
of Mori Daizkn, are so patent, that none would ventoie 
to make any defence for him. As to those who wilfully 
would call them in question, we would simply reply to 
them by letting them known the acts of Mobi. TTJg veiy 
bad heart manifested itself at the very time when dif- 
ficulties and intrigues almost deprived us of the rights of 
our ancestors, and threatened to overthrow the Gkiveni- 
ment. Mori was at that time so much more guilty, that 
he was conspiring in the most hypocritical way. ' Ever 
since, he has not ceased to carry on intrigues in the 
court of the Mikado, audaciously misrepresenting and 
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Mdnmniating oar intentions, when be could produce no 
Eacts. 

*' He has in a most vile manner deceived many of the 
Koge, although they were favourably disposed for the new 
state of things. Owing to very difficult times, measures 
and precautions having been taken throughout the 
Empire, often very vague and as little precise as the 
circumstances which caused them would permit. These 
were for Mori a pretext for manifesting his bad character. 
He attacked inoffensive vessels belonging to the coimtries 
having a treaty with Japan. These ships had in no way 
provoked such an aggression. Mori pretended to justify 
this uncalled-for aggression by general orders issued by 
the Mikado and ourselves. We apparently took for good 
these explanations, but in order to avoid for the future 
Buch misunderstandings, we sent to Mori Daizen, an 
Ometsuk^ with many other officers both enlightened and 
prudent. Mori caused them to be murdered in the most 
treacherous manner, and dared afterwards to assert that 
Bnch a murder was not to be imputed to him. It is a 
thing unheard of — ^to say that the chief is not responsible 
for the faults of his subordinates. 

"Meanwhile the intrigues of Mori in order to disturb 
the minds of the Mikado and high Euge, were becoming 
more and more bold. But that which is not seen in 
stormy weather is distinct when the sky is serene. The 
character of Mori was at last unveiled. Wise daimios 
baffled his underplots. It was soon known at Kioto that 
Mori was not even so much as a skilled impostor. Mori, 
being discouraged, attempted to seize the person of the 
Mikado. Kioto was burnt, and ten thousands and tens 
of thousands of famihes shed tears on accoimt of the 

Eerversity of one man. In this very case, Mori Daizen 
ypocritically lied, and disowned his own people and 
their actions. 

" About this time, foreigners, being fatigued by the 
hostile aggressions of Ghoshiu, so repeatedly renewed, 
and very much wearied with our clemency towards him, 
attacked Shimonoseki, in spite of our exertions to prevent 
them from going to the Inland Sea. Mori was thus a 
double danger to the Empire, drawing, as it were, with 
his own hands, calamities upon our people, both from 
within and without, and trying to involve us in serious 



852 TOUNa JiAPAN. 

difficulties which my Government alone is able to 
appreciate. 

**The punishment of Mori was therefore resolved upon. 
Powerful dairaios and hatamotos started up at our invita- 
tion to chastise a rebel. It is, however, very diflScult to 
believe in the radical pers^ersity of a man, and oui* Owari 
and the other chiefs of the army were deceived by a 
feigned repentance. The heads of cei-tain karos — whom 
Mori had caused io be beheaded, because they could no 
longer help him in his aspiring views, were sent to them 
with the express promise that the castles of Yamaguchi 
and Hagi should be destroyed ; and that Mori, father and 
son, would come to Yedo, to hand over his estates to my 
Government. He laughs now at the honesty of Owari 
and Etchizen, and at our indulgence. The Mikado and 
our faithful ones are urging us not to delay any longer a 
chastisement so well merited. Therefore we woiild l)e 
deficient in our office, should we not proceed to inflict at 
once upon a rebel, a punishment demanded by the whole 
Empire. 

**When GoNGEN decided upon a war, he never said 
beforehand * I shall do this,' or * I shall not do that.' 
It is also the principle we adhere to ; but we cannot dis- 
cover at present, any harbo\ir where the rebel may retire 
for shelter to wait imtil fair weather allows his nanga- 
ting the open sea. 

*^The 10th of the 1st year of Kayo." 

The Tycoon's proclamation to the Gorojiu. 

"Mori, having violated the greatest of our laws — that 
which is the base of the Empire — ^dz., having profaned 
and bunit the capital, Kioto, having set at naught the 
authority of the Government, and being besides guilty of 
many other crimes and misdemeanours, we have resolved 
to punish him, as a lying traitorous rebel, dangerous to 
all the Empire, ought to be punished. We shall leave on 
the 16th day of the 5th month, at noon. Everyone in 
Yedo must continue his occupations. The Samurai will 
do his duty with more energy ; the Hiakusho (peasant) 
should fearlessly work in the fields; the Cho-nin and 
Sbokunin, (merchant and artisan), all shall comport 
themselves as if we were stiU in our palace. Those who 
are at the head of the Government having our entire 
confidence, must see that our will is conformed to, which 
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is, that peace and security rei^ over all. Yedo and all 
the provinces that understand the duties of tnie Japanese, 
are happily free from ronins. Those who have escaped 
the sword of our brave Saye^fon-no-jo have retired to 
Choshiu to help the chief of tlie rebels. If my absence 
be longer than last year, all the aiTangements must con- 
tinue the same. It is customary that, in the absence of 
the Tycoon, the laws be more rigid, and delinquents 
punished more severely ; but this time, to prove our 
goodwill and the confidence we have in our people, we 
have given orders to our Government that nothing be 
changed. This is a new proof of our aflfection for all 
subjects throughout oiu' dominions. 

'* To be communicated to the Governors of the city of 
Yedo, and of all our provinces and towns, &c., &c." 

The two incidents that foUow — the starting of the 
Tycoon for the west, to punish the Prince of Choshiu, and 
the caU upon the country for contributions in support of 
the expedition, will shew in a vivid manner how such 
things were managed in those days. Although so few 
years have sped, I shall hereafter have to describe how 
vastly different things are now. 

The Tycoon passed through Kanagawa in the early 
part of June, on his way to Osaka. In compliance with 
a request suggested by a correspondent of the Japan 
Hcraldy and made by the British Acting Consul, the 
Governor of Kanagawa appropriated a plot of ground near 
the road, from whence foreigners might view the proces- 
sion. It was the first time such a concession had been 
made to foreigners, and was doubl}' gratifying, from the 
fact that the requisite povmission had been sought from 
Yedo and granted ; and it afforded another proof of the 
good feeling now existing. 

It was only notified by circular in the morning ; but 
from nine o'clock a.m., until 2 p.m., there was a continuous 
stream of foreigners from Yokohama to the appointed 
spot. Many persons made a regular picnic of the 
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occasion, and a better locality could hardly have been 
selected. 

It was on a small knoll, under the shadow of fine um- 
brageous trees, separated from the Tokaido by about 
fifty yards, at a spot where for a hundred and fifty or 
two hundred yards, there was a cessation of the build- 
ings, and, consequently an uninterrupted view. 

To those who arrived early thie uncertainty of seeing 
anything, and the idea that the straggling parties of 
soldiers and baggage caniers might be all that was to be 
seen, was a little tiring — for the army of the Tycoon 
marched very differently to European armies. Fully 
accoutred retainers of daimios strolled along, apparently 
without object — sometimes in twos and threes, and even 
sometimes singly. The baggage was carried by coolies 
in the ordinary manner in which private gentlemen have 
theii* personal baggage conveyed — but except that the 
stream was a Httle more continuous, it hardly indicated 
anything much out of the common. 

At last, however, a clearing of the road by order of the 
vice-Govemor of Kanagawa himself, who arrived on 
horseback, put everyone on the qui vive. It was a 
pleasant incident, too, that the people were driven away 
specially from such positions as would have obstructed 
the view of foreigners. The vice-Governor then dis- 
moimting, remained near us, until all had passed. 

About two o'clock, a distant beating of drums was heard, 
and shortly afterwards, the vanguard of the Tycoon's 
escort came in sight. There were two di-ummers in 
front, who were immediately followed by the command- 
ing officer of the Infantry body-guard, on horseback. 

Next came several small field howitzers drawn by 
single led ironies. 

Then followed a regiment of about six hundred men, 
four deep, armed with Enfield rifles and bayonets. Their 
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dress was a curious hybrid between Japanese and foreign. 
They were m heavy marchmg order, with knapsacks, 
and each had drinking utensils, &c. These men marched 
-with the greatest regularity, and evinced good drilling at 
least to that extent. 

They were succeeded by another regiment preceded by 
about twenty drums. The dress and arms of this corps 
"were purely Japanese-^and the variety of colours in 
their tunics presented a very gay appearance. 

The immediate body-guard came next, preceded by a 
large lacquered box containing the arms of the Tycoon. 
To this box, all the native officials and spectators kow- 
towed, as in duty bound. 

The cavalcade was ended by a body of about twenty 
richly caparisoned horsemen, all men of the highest 
consideration : and in the midst of them rode the Tycoon. 
He was pointed out as a young man, the central figure 
of the brilliant group : his surcoat light buff embroidered 
with gold, with a large mon or crest on the back. 

The enormous expenses the Government had been put 
to by the frequent movement of troops, the purchase of 
steamers, and of foreign aims and ammmiition, quite 
exceeded the ordinary revenue at its disposal. The fol- 
lowing appeal therefore was made by cii'culai", calling for 
money to defray the charges of the i)resent expedition. 

** To the Heiul-men. 

** For some yeai's, the expense of protecting the coasts, 
and also of repairing and building the Tycoon's palaces ; 
besides that incuiTed dui'ing the last three years — in 
which the Tycoon has been twice to Kioto, to visit the 
Mikado — has been very great. But now he is again 
about to leave Yedo, upon an exi)edition requiring more 
money than ever. 

'* Therefore — 

" Let it be kno^^^I in Yedo, Osaka and all the provinces 
belonging to the Tycoon, that they must give to him as 
much as they can. And particularly tell the merchants 
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of Yedo, who arc always with the Tycoon, and whose 
presence renders their business more safe, and very 
much larj^or, than is the case of the other provinces ; and 
who, although they so profit largely by him, do notliiDg 
for him in retm*n, they ought to contribute a portion ^ 
the profit they have been making for so long a time. 

** The circumstances are now" different to those 
formerly existing. The Tycoon has really not money in 
anticipation of the present crisis. So inform the 
merchants and shopkeepers that they must provide as 
much as they can. And order the head men (kocho) to 
write out the names of contributors and the amounts 
they give, and send the list to Tachi China. It is to be 
hoped that all will do their utmost ; but let these head- 
men know that if they do not exert themselves in 
persuading all to give lil)erally, they will be punished. 

** The money shall bo paid back in ten years by 
instalments of so much a vear — or so much a moDth— 
from next year. 

**Lct this bo explained to every one." 

Many circumstances occurred on the route, to prove 
that the innate loyalty of the samurai to their chief was 
on this occasion put to a severe tost. Many of 
the retainers of the Tycoon would gladly have been 
spared the necessity of attacking Choshiu ; but none 
dared to stand boldly forward and say so. 

At Fujisawa, Oiso and Odawara, hirge numbers of them 
pleaded sickness and asked to be allowed to return to 
Yedo. 

Matsudaira Ii)zu-no-Kvmi, the member of Gorojiu 
told them they were not fed, housed and clothed, by 
the Tycoon during i^eace, in order that thej' might sit at 
home at ease in times of trouble ; but that thev miiiht 
defend and maintain the rights of their liege lord when 
assailed. * Let then,' said he, * those who are too ill to 
proceed, go and be examined by the doctors accompany- 
ing the aimy; but understand: that whilst those who 
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arc really unwell shall he allowecl to go, any who are 

proved to be shamming shall he decapitated/ The 

result was magical. There was not a case of illness in 

the camp after that. 

A letter from a Colonel of Ai'tiUery in the Tycoon's 

force to his brother in Yedo was kindly placed in my 

bauds a few days later. The following is an extract 

from it : — 

"The Tycoon's aimy, (his own retainers), as it 
left Yedo, consisted of 70,000 men. Of this number 
10,000 were altogether equipped and drilled in the 
European 6t3'le. This force, say the best judges, is the 
kernel of the army, and that on which the Tycoon 
more especially reckons for the final success of the 
struggle, if it really comes to be serious. Then there 
are 50,000 men ])elonging to ten very powerful daimios. 
These latter left the capital some days before those of the 
Tycoon; and among them are some few^ companies- 
how many it is difficult to say — more or less perfect in 
foreign tactics. Thus the whole force amounts to 
120,000 men." 

On the march to Osaka the Tycoon narrowly escaped 
imminent peril. The daimio Honda Shizen-no-Sho had 
planned that on his arrival at Dzeze, the chief town of 
Oomi, an attempt should be made on his life. The 
accounts varied greatly as to the manner in which this 
was to be carried into effect. One was, that the daimio 
had aiTanged that the roof of the house in which he lodged 
shouhl fall in and ci-ush his august guest and all who 
might be with him. Another repoii; was that the place 
was to have been undermined, and all were to be blown u}). 

But whatever the means, there is no doubt of the 
fact ; for a well-known official in Yedo, Shimono 
Tatsugoro, chief of the Fii-e brigades, was executed by 
being transpierced by lances while lashed to a wooden 
cross ; his crime l)t*ing that he was to have been an 
active agent in the execution of the plot. 



CHAPTER XXXII. 



EXCLUSIVELY MUNICIPAL. 



I WILL now devote a chapter exclusively to Municipal 
affairs in Yokohama. It will have a certain interest 
for those who have been, or aiT, residents; and 
perhaps not for them only. It is, under an^^ circum- 
stances called for by the fact that in many respects 
oui* Municipality acted as leaven which is still working 
actively in Japan. 

1 need not stop to describe the original municipal 
institutions of this remarkable empire. In their way tliey 
were wonderfully perfect and effective for the people in 
the old state of society ; but they were not suited foi the 
altered conditions under the new rcffimc. They have 
had to be much modified ; and this has been done, not 
by clearing them away root and branch, but by judicious 
pruning, and by grafting-in sprigs from foreign institu- 
tions. Thus they still have a healthy and ever im- 
proving systi^'ui in the government of their cities, towns 
and villages. 
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As instances, the Police force and Sanitary boards 
may l)e mentioned. There were formerly no policemen, 
properly so called. Now the organisatiim of this force 
is one of the most perfect in the world. • Its nucleus was 
cei-tainlv that about to be mentioned, as established 
by the Municipal Council of Yokohama. 

All Japanese cities were drained according to the 
lif^lits they possessed. But it was only surface drainap;e, 
and very primitive indeed. The grading of the roads 
and theii- construction were on the simplest principles ; 
and the (piestion of health hardly entered into the uihidH 
of those whose duty it was to attend to these things. 

But the operations commenced by the Road and 
Sanitary committees of Yokohama produced their effect ; 
and never was anything more advantageous to a half- 
civilized nation, than was that of having imposed upon 
it, for its credit's sake, the necessity of continuing the 
beneficial work of these committees. 

The failure of former municipal attempts has been 
mentioned. The cause was a simple one — want of 
moans to carry them out. It was hoped that if the 
Japanese Government would hand over a good slice of 
what they received from the land-rents, a very much 
better chance of success existed ; and this they agreed 
to do. 

That municipal institutions could flourish in the far 
East was proved by the example of Shanghai. There 
similar difficulties had existed to those found here : but 
they were surmounted by the good sense and unanimity 
of the puoi)le, fostered and promoted by the foreign Con- 
sular board. It has nuver been satisfactorily explained 
why the same powders could not be obtained for a Council 
in Yokohama as were granted to Shanghai ; but nothing 
is more certain than that they were not ; and that the 
condition of the two places has always therefore formed 
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a marked contrast. Shanghai is justly termed a model 
settlement. It is a small woU -governed republic, of which 
its residents are justly proud. Yokohama is the Terr 
reverse ; and it seems inconceivable that the foreign 
settlement, with its fine houses, its excellent society, and 
its wealth as compared with the native settlement, is in 
darkness at night whilst the Japanese town is brilliantly 
lighted with gas. 

Early in the year 1865, a great eflfort was ma<le to 
establish the municipality on a firm and solid basis. 
The Japanese authorities consented to give up twenty ;mt 
cent, of the money received from land-rents and the 
Consuls consented to hand over to the Council all license- 
fees and fines, and to delegate to them certain povers 
(which it was thought they had a right to do), thai 
seemed likely to aid them materially in successfuly work- 
ing the much desired institution. 

In strict right the Japanese ought to have done most 
of the work the Council' was required for, according to the 
very terms of the land regulations. But their ideas of 
road-making, draining and policing, differed widely from 
those of foreigners. It was, therefore, a relief to them to 
have these duties taken off their hands. They were 
quite willing to give any authority that they possessed 
over to the Council, and it would have been well if this 
had been availed of ; and, better still if they would haTO 
given up one half instead of one fifth of the land-rents. 

At a public meeting of the land-renters, held on the 
Ttli March, which was very largely attended, Mr. Kinodo!?, 
who had always been one of the most zealous advocates 
for municipal self-government, and an active worker in 
improving the sanitary condition of the settlement, 
occupied the Chair. Several previous meetings had been 
held, at which he had also presided. His opening address 
on this occasion, well described what had previously been 
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lone, and how the wishes of the community ha4 been 

khwarted. He said : — 

" It will be remembered that at the first general meet- 
ing of the land-renters held on the 10th December 1864, 
it was decided that a certain number of delegates should 
be appointed by each nationality, proportionately to the 
number of tsubos held by them. Delegates were elected 
by all the nationalities except the American, and they 
met ; but in consequence of the misunderstanding which 
had prevented the American citizens from appointing 
their delegates as others had done, it was felt by the 
other delegates that they could not proceed to l)usineHS. 
At the same meeting a letter was received from Colonel 
Fisher, the U. S. Consul, informing the delegates that 
Nfr. Blydenburgh had been duly elected the committee- 
man by the American citizens, and upon this letter being 
before them it had been decided to address the American 
[Jonsul to the effect that the delegates had not assembled 
;hento elect committee-men, inasmuch as the late resolu- 
;ion of the Consuls as to the formation of a Municipal 
Council could not be acted upon by the community, 
uid that in consequence of no American delegates havmg 
3een elected, no discussion on the method of forming a 
Vlunicipal Council had been entered on. He had there- 
fore addressed a letter to Colonel Fisher to this effect ; 
3ut to that letter no reply had been received. Another 
meeting was held on the 20th Fel)ruary, when a deputa- 
;ion was appointed to wait upon the Consuls, to explam 
;he views of the community, to ascertain the intention 
)f the Consuls, and to endeavour to obtain a withdrawal 
)f their decision upon the method of forming a Municipal 
Council. In comphance with this resolution, Mr. Piquet, 
ilr. Bruyn, Mr. Grauert and himself had met the Consuls 
>y appohitment a few days before, l)ut tlie result was 
lot satisfactorv ; for it was then underHtood that on its 
ippearing to the Consuls that their decision was not 
generally concurred in, tlio others were willing to cede their 
qnnions to that of the community: but the American 
.lonsul thought that inasniueli as, on his recommendation, 
L committee-man had been elected, he eould not, consider- 
ng his own dignity and that of his people, allow that 
lection to remain unheeded. It was well understood that 
[ a Council were formed, it must partake of the national 
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character, because the Consuls would not| or eould not, 
jdeld the resolution he had alluded to, so long as it was 
msisted against by one of their body. He would urge upon 
the meeting the daily increasing necessity for pushing 
forward the formation of a Municipal Committee, as — 
one additional reason — if this were not done there would 
be no means of checking the number of Chinese con- 
tinually coming here, and of regulating their conduct." 

In the discussion that ensued, Mr.ScnoYEB (American) 

said, that 

" He had formerly differed altogether from his friend 
Mr. Hall, in the opinion that a Municipal Council could 
not be made to work ; but he had since gone into a 
minute calculation on the subject, and was paitly inclined 
to reverse his former opinion. It appeared that the 
present income, besides money in hand would be $6,000 
per annum, which would do little more than keep the 
drains in order, and light the place. A police would be 
very expensive. Were the land-renters wUling to submit 
to a tax of one eighth per cent, on imports and exports, 
and to a land tax? If this were answered in the 
affirmative, then a Municipal Coimcil might be set going; 
if in the negative it would be a farce." 

Mr. KiNGDON replied : — 

" Mr. ScHOYBR has omitted one very important item of 
income: — the $12 a month paid for the licenses of the 
grog-shops. At present we had a constabulary in the 
settlement. It was true it is a very small one ; but it is 
entirely supported by that Consul who had the least 
authority over, or income from, the grog-shops. The 
British Consul received only $74 a month from this 
source ; yet out of this he kept up the only constabulary 
we had." 

These few extracts wiU shew pretty clearly the state 
of affairs. It may be mentioned with reference to the 
Chinese, that the reason for the feeling that had sprung 
up with regard to them, was not that which actuates 
their opponents in the United States. No one feared to 
suffer l)y their competition ; and had xione but the 
more respectable classes come, there would have been 
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but little objection to them. The lower orders, however, 
flocked over in great numbers ; the quarters of the 
foreign settlement that they quickly filled became an 
eye-sore from the filth in which they lived ; and it was 
feared that it would become a hot-bed of disease and the 
source of some dii*e epidemic, unless some control were 
exercised over it. The Chinese had no treaty, and 
consequently no Consul ; and they were under no 
authority but the Japanese, who left them very much to 
themselves. 

There was yet another objection made to them. 
They were suspected of supplying the thieves who had 
latterly committed numerous depredations in the settle- 
ment; and they certainly had many gambling dens 
opened. So that they w^re very undesirable neighbours 
in a variety of ways. 

At the meeting alluded to, the delegates having resigned, 

Mr. Piquet (French) said that : — 

" Although, having but Uttle money at command, we 
might perhaps be able to do only a little good, yet we 
should endeavour to do all we could. He had therefore 

Erepared the rough di*aught of a scheme which he would 
ke to be considered. 

It was as follows : — 

" Whereas it has been agreed in the General Meeting 
of land-renters, on the 10th December 1864, that the 
Municipal affairs of this settlement should be managed 
by one general Municipal Council : 

** Whereas the Municipal right is generally derived 
from property : 

'* "NVhereas each nationality represented in this settle- 
ment is entitled to pai-ticipate in the Municipal right in 
propoi-tion to the impoi*tance of its property : 

** Whereas the respective propei-ty of each nationality 
consists of the following number of tsuboes. 

English 41,881) 

American 19,550 

French 13,206 
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Prussians 7,591 

Dutch 8,008 

Portuguese 3,189 

Swiss 872 

" ^\Tierca8 it is desirable that municipal regulations 
and taxes be voted by a large representation of land- 
renters ; and it is important for the proper management 
of l)usiness that the executive power of the municipality 
}>e vested in a small number of persons. 

** Whereas the municipal authority can only be 
enforced by the sanction of either the Japanese Govern- 
ment or the Consulai" board : — 

" It is proposed — 

1. — **That the General Municipal Council of Yoko- 
hama be composed for a term of one year, of 

11 English. 

6 Americans. 

4 French. 

2 Dutch. 

2 Prussians. 

1 Portuguese. 

1 Swiss. 

20 in all. 

2. — **That the said Municipal Council elect for what- 
ever period of time they may think advisable, an execu- 
tive Committee of three to five persons chosen among 
those of their own members whom they judge best 
qualified for that position. 

3. — '*That the Municipal re<^ulations and taxes be 
voted by a majority of the General Municipal Council. 

4. — *' That the executive Committee give the Municipal 
Council a quai*terly account of theii* management of the 
Municipal funds, and, in the case of their not being 
supported l)y a majority of the Council, they resign 
their commission. 

5. — '*That the above preliminai*y steps to the con- 
stitution of a Municipality be submitted for approval to 
the Consular board." 

This scheme, dthough it had one or two objectionable 
features, commended itself generally to the good senfie 
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of the meeting ; and it was agreed to consider it clause 
by clause. The result was that after a few emendations 
it was passed in the following shape : — 

1. — As above. 

2. — " That the Council be authorised to form a code 
of rules and regulations for the Government of the 
settlement.'* 

3. — '* That the Council be empowered to appoint an 
executive committee of not less than three of their 
number to superintend the execution of the Municipal 
ordinances.'* 

4. — " That Municipal regulations shall be voted by a 
majority of the General Municipal Committee. 

5. — *'That the Municipal Council shall publish a 
quarterly account of the expenditure of the Municipal 
funds." 

6. — *' That Mr. Piquet and Mb. Schoyeb be deputed 
to inform the Consuls of the proceedings at this meeting, 
and to request them to proceed to elect the members of 
the Council from their respective nationalities." 

There now appeared to be ground for hoping that some 
sort of organisation for the good government of the 
settlement, would be effected. Although all that was 
desired was not to be attained, yet there seemed a 
probability of securing all that could be reasojiably 
looked for. Some doubts were entei-tained as to the 
Consuls legally delegating certain of their powers. 
As to taxing and rate levying that was evidently im- 
possible — for they did not possess such powers them- 
selves. Anything of this kind must necessarily be 
voluntaiy on the part of the residents ; and unanimity on 
such a sul)ject was not likely to be realised. Nine- 
tonths of the community niiglit gladly submit to a small 
taxation to secure the advantages of good municipal 
government, but the action of the remaining one-tenth 
would upset the whole. However, to the broad principles 
of the present scheme all present gave their votes 
unanimouBly ; and it remained to be seen whether any 
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powers could be obtained by any means, for general 
taxation ; and how far the land-renters would aUowthem- 
solves to be bound, for the general good, by the decisioai 
of a majority. 

The result of an interview with the Consuls was 
favourable ; and the election of members was proceeded 
with. The gentlemen chosen were : — 

English — Messrs. Macpherson, Barber, Willooss, 
MacDonald, Kemptner, Kingdon, I. J. Meller, Cobnes, 
Hope, Joseph, Elias; — ^but Messrs. Macpherson and 
Hope declining to serve, Messrs. Bickerby and 6. B. 
Davies were elected. 

American — ^Dr. Hepburn, Messrs. Schoyer, Schultze, 
Gay, Benson. 

French — Messrs. Lejeune, Piquet, Deveze, Clipet. 

Prussian — Messrs. Grauert, Schnbpel. 

Swiss — Mr. H. Morp. 

Dutch — ^Messrs. Bruyn and Heot. 

The Portuguese did not elect any member. 

All being thus completed, the first meeting of the new 
Municipal Council of Yokohama was held in H.B.M/8 
Consular Court room on the 9th June 1865. There were 
21 members present. Mr. Schoyer was called to the 
chair, and Mr. Kingdon acted as secretary. 

The Committee that had been appointed to frame an 
organization, brought up its report. Its propositions 
were entertained separately — as follows : — 

1. — "That there should be a permanent Chairman.— 
Carried. 

A permanent Secretary. — Carried. 

2. — "That there should be a Finance Committee 
consisting of the Chairman and Secretary and that the 
duties of this Committee should be : — To collect from the 
Consuls and all other sources the funds accruing to the 
Municipal Council ; for the disbursement of which the 
signatures of both members of the Committee should be 
necessary. — Carried. 

That the funds of the Council shall be deposited 
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in a chartered Bank by the Financial Committee in trust 
for the M. C. — Camed. 

The Bank to be selected by ballot. — Carried. 

3. — **That there ought to be a Police Committee, 
consisting of three membei-s of the Municipal Council, 
whose duties should be: — To organize a constabulary 
force, and to carry into execution such laws and 
regulations as might be adopted by the Council. — 
Carried. 

4. — ** That there ought to be a Sanitary ajid Road 
Committee, whose duty would be : — To put and keep in 
repair all the streets, roads and (brains in the settlement, 
and to caiTy out such works for the sanitary improve- 
ment of the settlement as might be authorized by the 
M. C. — Carried. 

6. — ** That both the these Committees should propose 
such expenditure of monies, and should suggest to the 
Council such laws and regulations as they might consider 
necessary for the proper administration of their respec- 
tive departments. — Carried. 

6. — **That the power of granting licenses should 
remain with the M. C, and not with any special 
committees. — Carried. 

7. — **That all elections for offices and for the Com- 
mittees should be made by ballot. — Carried. 

8. — "That a regular meeting should be held on the 
first Tuesday of every month, in order to receive the 
reports of the different committees, and to transact all 
necessary business. 

Amendment proposed: — 

'' That there shall be a general meeting called by the 
Chairman diuring the first seven days of every month. — 
Amendment carried. 

9. — **That no meeting of the Council should be 
considered valid, unless attended by 13 members of the 
Municipal body ; the majority of whom would be sufficient 
to carry any measures. — Carried. 

10. — **That the minutes of all the meetings should be 
published in one of the local papers, provided that there 
be no expense inciurred.— Carried. 

Mr. ScHOYER was elected Chairman. 

Mr. RicKERBY offered to act as Hon. Sec. — Accepted. 

Police Comviittee elected:— Piquet, Gay and Bbuyn. 



868 Yoimo lAPAM. 

Sanitary Committe$: — Kingdon, Clipet, Hepbum, 
Benson and MacDonald. 

It was agreed that all meetings be regolated by 
parliamentary rules. 

Carried, that a Committee be appointed to inform the 
Consuls of the organisation of the Council as well as that 
the Finance committee has power to receive funds from 
their hands ; and moreover to ascertain the amount of 
funds at the disposal of the Municipal board. 

Finance Committee elected: — Piquet, Kemptner, Bhuin, 
MoRF, Hepburn, Grauert. 

At a meeting on the 10th June, 22 members being 
present, Messrs. Piquet, Miller, Eingdon, Gay, and 
Hepburn were appointed a Committee "to report on the 
best way of bringing the Municipality into working order." 

At a Meeting on the 7th July — 20 members present. 

Mr. ScHOYER made a statement as to the resources and 
requirements of the Municipahty. 

"Money received from Consuls — over $10,000. 

" In addition there is a monthly income of $800 from 
licenses : to which are to be added the sums collected from 
fines. 

"Current year's income will probably be — 

From Landrents 6,000.00 

„ Licenses and fines 4,000.00 

„ Surplus of former years 4,000.00 

Total for year ending June 1866 $14,000.00 

" Next year will not materially differ, as new Swamp 
land-rents will come in. 

"A large portion of this sum will be expended in pay- 
ment of Japanese labour. The Council must determine 
how to obtain Ichibu exchange to aid in these payments. 

**The20 per cent of the land-rents is entirely in- 
adequate. It was clearly the duty of the Japanese io 
have sewered, gi*aded and cleansed the settlement. They 
should now place at our disposal the means to carry out 
these objects.'* 

The following is an extract from the Beport of the 
Police Committee : — 
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** It is understood that the Commander of H. B. M.'s 
troops stationed here, will allow the present constabulary 
force at the British Consulate to be kept up, and a like 
force will be established at the French Consulate. The 
respective Consuls of the nationalities just named, have 
kindly offered to give their constable instructions to 
patrol the streets, and to arrest offenders against the 
ordinances of the Council, and generally to presence 
order in the settlement. 

** Yom- Committee then propose to appoint a superin- 
tendent and three sergeants, who, together with the 
Consular Constables, will compose a sufficient force for 
present purposes. 

** The estimated expense of the organization is about 
$470 a month. ♦ * ♦ * 

" The present scheme will remain effective only so 
long as men from the foreign regiments are available, 
and the Council must be prepared at any time for their 
withdrawal." 

The first ordinance of the Municipal Council was 
regarding dogs running dangerously at large. These 
had been for years a great nuisance and annoyance to 
the public. At least one fine boy, a son of Mr. J. (.-. 
Jaquemot, had fallen a victim to hydropliobia from 
having been bitten by a rabid dog. So that as the hot 
weather approached this was a very important matter. 

The next ordinance forbade the slaughtering of 
animals (hitended for food) within the Foreign Settle- 
ment of Yokohama. 

The third forbade the storing of explosive substances 
within the settlement ; and as Mr. Hegt had a hulk, the 
Nassau, moored in a safe position in the harbom*, 
specially for such purpose, this was a boon to all, and an 
inconvenience to none. 

Shambles for the slaughter of animals for food, were pro- 
vided at Homoco, on the sea-shore, a most convenient site 
about a mile from the settlement by land and less by water. 

Mr. James Abhstrong, Sergeant of H. B. M's. 
Commisariat departmenti received the appointment of 
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Superintendent of Police at a salary of $80 a month ; 
but through ill-health he was obliged to resign, and 
Mr. George T. Jury was appointed in his stead. 

It was resolved to have nothing to do with Ichibn 
exchange. 

But the Municipality which had thus started so 
spiritedly began soon to shew symptoms of flagging. 
The July meeting had but fourteen members present—just 
one more than suflSced to make a qnarimi ; the August 
meeting, though specially convened by the chairman, 
according to the rule, saw but eight put in an appearance 
— so no business could be done. It must be confessed, 
however, that it was an ill-chosen day, being a field day 
of the XXth Regiment ; and in such communities these 
occasions enga«:,'e the attentions of all, to the exclusion of 
cverjiihing that is not actually imperative. 

But another fact began to be appai'ent. There was 
evidently a design in the minds of some of the members 
to organise an opposition, simply with the view of pro- 
viding full discussion of every proposal that came before 
the Council. It was thought that there might be too 
much unanimity ; and that measures ran the risk of 
being passed without due consideration. The intention 
was good ; but it seemed a pity to impai-t so ** porochial " 
an appearance into the little band of twenty-five excel- 
lent and practical gentlemen, who already had their 
work cut out to spare time from their business avoca- 
tions to attend to the duties imposed upon them. 

But there was yet another diflSculty that presented it- 
self in a shape as unexpected as it was, imsatisfactory. 
The Council had received certain authority from the 
Consuls. Or, as the Chairman put it to a meeting 
specially called to take the matter about to be recorded, 
into consideration: — ** At present we have a charter from 
the Consuls. And," he continued, " we proceed to make 
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ordinances in accordance with the terms of that charter, 
and on passing them to the Consuls for their ratification, 
find them altered, and published as the acts of the 
Municipality m direct opposition to the meaning and in- 
tention of the board. He had good reasons for believing 
that the British, the French and the American Consuls, 
were willing to do all they could to give effect to the 
ordinances of the Council — but the other Consuls, re- 
presenting but a small i)oi*tion, comparatively speaking, 
of the community, opposed and caused the alteration and 
publication of one of the ordinances/' 

The fact was, that the Board of Consuls did alter the 
very first ordinance of the Council — the ** Dog ordinance." 
By the charter they evidently had a perfect right to do 
so ; but it was thought that at least they should have 
sent it back to the Coimcil for reconsideration. It hap- 
pened that the shape in which they published it was one 
that had been discussed in the Council, and negatived 
by a majority of 11 to 3. This therefore was a very 
serious matter. It was proposed to call a meeting of 
land-renters, and take their views on the subject ; but ' 
this was opposed, as likely to lead to the stoppage of the 
Council altogether. It was finally agreed that a deputa- 
tion should be appointed to meet the Consuls, and 
remonstrate with them on their having altered and passed 
as edicts, certain ordinances agreed to by the majority 
of the Municipal body elected by the land-renters of 
Yokohama. But this had very little effect. 

A meeting of land-renters was eventually called, and was 
largely attended. It was held in the Court room of the 
British Consulate on Monday the 21st August ; and Mr. 
F. Hall (Walsh, Hat^l & Co.) was called to tlie chair. 

Mr. Schoyi':r stated the objects of the meeting. He 
was veiy animated in the delivery of his speech, and, as 
they were the last words he ever uttered, my readers will 
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bear with me if I give his final peroration. He said :— 

** If we have no power to conduct the affairs of the 
settlement what is our position ? I deny ifi toto that ve 
have no power. We have full power over every indecent 
act although no power to punish." **But" he addi-d 
with increasing warmth, ** we will remove them, Sir, and 
take the responsibiUtj'. If Japanese are found, obscene or 
endangering the lives of others, the Mimicipal Polict 
shall arrest them and take them to the Consuls, or, if 
they prefer it, to the Japanese authorities themselves. 
Why should Consuls tell us that which a child might 
say ? It is mere school-boy talk. Our very nature 
gives the right, and it is sheer folly to talk in such 
a manner. Ladies, within the last ten days, have been 
insulted : and their lives endangered by bettoes furiously 
riding ; and I say it shall be put down. Obscenity to be 
tolerated ? And in places too, where ladies are promenad- 
ing Avith their children ? The very notion is absurd ! 
and for any Consul to say that we cannot prevent it, is a 
gross insult to our conunon sense.'* (The Consuls had 
refused to sanction an ordinance on this subject also.) 

Mr. ScHOYER resumed his seat, and Mr. Kingdos 
rose to reply — when the meeting was startled by Mr. 
ScHOYER apparently fainting. Great excitement na- 
turally arose — Dr. Hepburn immediately presents 
himself to give the beneht of his medical skill, and 
all eager to do what they could — but it was of no avail. 
In a few minutes it was apparent that Raphael Schoyee 
— was dead. 

Mr. A. 0. Gay (American) was elected Chairman, — and 

Mr. J. Allmand Junior was elected member of the 

Council, in place of Mr. Schoyer. 

The land-renters passed a vote of confidence in the 

Council, and encom'aged them to go on and do their best 

for the welfare of the community. It was therefore resolved 

to send a deputation to the Consuls, to ** complain of the 

infi'ingements of the charter granted to the Municipal 

Council, and requesting a fuller definitiim of the powers 

delegated, so that no such diihculties might arise in the 

future." 
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It was suggested that if the Consuls had no powers 
that they could delegate to the Council, they should be 
asked to apply to their respective governments on behalf 
of the Municipality. But this was not done. 

The explanations that took place between the delegates 
and the Consuls were satisfactory: and thus ended a very 
unpleasant business, that seemed at one time likely to 
cut short the thread of the Council's existence. 

Subjoined is a copy of the charter granted by the 

Consuls to the Coimcil : — 

Charter. 
" Referring to the minutes of a meeting of the Consular 

body and the delegates of the community, held at the 
French Consulate 8th May 1865, copy of which is 
attached hereto, which resulted in the election of twenty- 
six members, as therein proposed, the Consuls, in order 
that there shall be a clear understanding of the powers 
delegated by them, enter in to the following arrangement 
with the delegates representing the community. 

1st. — **That the Council shall have the whole charge 
of Superintendence of roads, streets and drains, and 
power to make all necessary Regulations for Sanitary 
puqioses, and to organise and maintain a Police force, and 
to form Rules and Regulations for the good order of their 
own proceedings and discussions ; and to propose for the 
necessary sanction of the several Consuls, all Municipal 
Regulations either with respect to foreigners or Japanese 
which it may be desbable to enforce. 

2nd. — " That the Council shall appoint the time for 
the annual election of Council-men. 

3rd. — **That the Council are to have the exclusive 
power to great Ucenses for Public-houses, or such other 
purposes as thoy shall deem necessaiy: and fhe fees 
arising fi'om such shall be collected by them for 
Municipal purposes. It is understood that this shall 
nr)t interfere witli the licenses previously granted by the 
Consuls, or either of them, and which are now in force, 
but that these shall not be renewed by the Consuls after 
expiration of their present term. 



874 YOUVtt 9APA1I. 

4th. — "That all regulations framed by such Conncfl 
for the repair and keeping in order of streets, drains and 
roads, and, in fact, all the votes for the expenditure of 
funds at its command, shall not require to be submitted 
to the approval of the Consuls. 

5th. — "That Regulations involving Police fines and 
taxes must be submitted to the Consuls, as by their 
means alone such regulations can be enforced. 

6th. — "That the Consuls will hand over j^early to the 
Council, all monies reserved, or to be reserved from the 
land-rent due to the Japanese Government, understood 
now to be 20 jnr cent, as well as the fimds previously 
reserved, and now in their possession, for the past year. 

(Signed in duplicate), Marcus Flowers, 

H.B.M:s Act. Consul. 

P. Chevreu Baheau, 
H.I.M:s Comul 

Geo. S. Fisher, 

U.S. CofiMiU. 

G. F. Plate, 

H.N.M:8 Consul 

VoN Brandt, 

H.P.M:s Consul. 

B. LiNDAU, 

Siciss Con9ul. 

N. P. KlNQDON, 

H.M.F.M.'s Act. Conml 

But though the diflSculty with the Consuls was thus 
satisfactorily got over, others had to be faced, that re- 
quired all the patient thoughtfulness and energetic 
resolution that could be brought to bear upon them. 

The principal of these was the shortness of funds ; and 
how to raise the money suflBcient for all that it was 
declared necessary to undertake. The fixed income for 
the year was exactly known, and it was found to be in- 
suflScient by one half for the works proposed. There was 
but one method by which more could be raised ; and that 
was by levying some tax or rates upon the ooxxuauxiity ; 
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but this oonld not be done witboat tbeir consent. It was 
also seen tbat in order to obtain general acquiescence, 
and ready paj^ment of any sucb rates or taxes, tbe suf- 
frage must be greatly extended ; and tbis became a sub- 
ject of serious discussion. Hitberto tbe land-renters only 
had votes, and tbey only were eligible for members of 
tbe Council. Tbe public justly said: — ** Tbis is all well, 
so long as tbey are willing to pay all expenses, and take 
all responsibilities. Tbey claim all tbe landed property 
in the settlement. It is to tbeir advantage, by judicious 
outlay, to make it as valuable as possible. But if tbey 
requu-e us to help them they must allow us to participate 
in deciding tbe best methods of providing ways and 
means, as well as in paying the money when the deci- 
sion is arrived at.*' And undoubtedly they were right. 

With this question in full discussion, the first year of 
the Council's existence closed. The term for which the 
first members were elected was reached ; and the pubUc 
could but admit that they had done as well as could 
possibly have been expected. 

The elections for the second year resulted in many 
changes. Some were inevitable, several members de- 
clining to serve a second term, and others either having 
left, or being about to leave, Japan. But strange incon- 
sistency — the man, who of all others had been the most 
assiduous in raising the Council and in working for the 
good of the settlement, was left out. At the time, I wrote, 
and, (as ho is still an honoured member of the community), 
1 cannot refrain from quoting my own words from the 
Japan Herald of the 26th May 1866:— 

*' What the English renters can have been about in 
passing over Mr. Kinouon we are at a loss to conceive, 
unless, indeed, he no longer appears on the list as a 
land-renter. We cannot, however, allow him to leave the 
Council without reminding the community that for the 
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successfal formation and working of the Scavenger 
Coips — we are almost entirely indebted to him. How 
much this coqis has added to the health and convenience 
of the public all must be aware. Since 1863, lon^r before 
the Municipality was agreed to, he set to work — monthly 
collecting the necessary funds from the residents ; aii'l 
often have we seen him at early mom, while liaK Yokc*- 
hama was still sleeping, active in seeing the men were at 
work and doing their work well. When the Municipality 
came into existence, the Sanitary Committee found tbis 
corps in i)erfect working order ; and w^e have coine to 
look upon its efficiency as so pre-eminently the work of 
Mr. KiNGDON, that we are really sorry that he will diitct 
it no longer. Of course many others in the Council 
deseiTe all the credit their constituents could afford thi m : 
but too often, in elections of this kind, the best services 
are forgotten, the most assiduous labour left unacknow- 
ledged. It is to-day as it ever was — the public is the 
hardest master to satisfy : the slowest to perceive wIku 
it has a good servant: the most niggardly in rewardini? 
when found: and the first to cast him aside to chafe 
under a sense of indifference and neglect." 

Of all the meml)er8 elected to the first Council, there 
remain only the following still resident in Japan. 

Dr. Hepburn, Messrs. Gay, Schultze, Macpherson, 
KiNODON, Wilkin, JklACDONALD, and Heqt. 

And here for the present I leave this theme. Of the 
ultimate fall of the Council, it will be my duty to tell in 
the second volume. 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 



THE " JAPAN TIBfES *' STARTED. — CHAMBEB OP COMMERCE. 

YOKOHAMA RIFLE ASSOCIATION AND TIR NATIONAL. — 

YOKOHAMA ENJOYMENTS. — ICHIBOO EXCHANGE. — ARRIVAL OF 
H.M.S. " PRINCESS ROYAL." — DEPARTURE OP ROYAL MARINES. 
— H.B.M. SUPREME COURT. — CLOSE OP THE YEAR 1865. 



In September 1865, was started the Japan Times. 
It was never publicly known who its proprietory con- 
sisted of, (although it was pretty generally, and, no 
doubt correctly, surmised) ; and it was represented as 
being under no special editor, but under a kind of 
editorial board of gentlemen, who met and decided as to 
its line of policy, articles, &c. Its projector, and cer- 
tainly its real editor, was Mr. Charles Rickerby, who, 
so far as ability went, lacked nothing. Had his tact 
been equal to his talent, the Japan Times might have 
become a power in the land ; for, without question, it was 
well written ; and it had excellent sources of information, 
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Mr. EicKERBY had been the manager of the first bank 
established in Yokohama ; and in that capacity was a 
general favourite. Genial, liberal, fairly well read, hos- 
pitable, and public-spirited withal, he had peculiar 
qualifications for maintaining the leading position bank 
managers usually hold in commercial communities. 

Retiring from this position, however, he purchased the 
printing plant and goodwill of a daily paper— the 
Comm^rcml News, which had been running under the 
proprietorship of Mr. F. Da Boza, a Portuguese subject, 
for some two years ; but which had languished for want 
of a properly qualified editor. 

Mr. EiGKEKBY made his arrangements, and brought 
out his paper, under the new title mentioned above. 

But Yokohama owes to Mr. Rickerby, perhaps in a 
greater degree than to any one else, the establishment of a 
Chamber of Commerce. It has already been told that 
the first meetings to consider the necessity for such an 
institution were held in his house ; and he was the 
prime mover and advocate. 

On the 8th November 1865, at a meeting which was 
considered private, the Chamber was established ; all the 
gentleman then present enrolling themselves as the 
oiiginal members. 

It is needless to say how useful to commerce the 
Chamber has proved. Combined action on the part of 
foreign merchants for the pm'pose of protecting them- 
selves against the combinations of native merchants 
constantly taking place both in China and Japan, had 
never been found practicable ; but the Chamber formeJ 
a means of seeming unanimous action against the 
illegal obstructions placed in the way of business by the 
oflScials of the government, to which allusion has been so 
frequently made. The voice of the Chamber was Ukely to 
bo attended to both by Consuls and Ministers, to a far 
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greater extent even than memorials signed by several 
indi\idual mercantile firms. As was said at the time, 
" great political questions always force themselves upon 
a minister's attention, but the * little things,* — the ' *tis 
buts,' of daily intercourse in the country, demand a 
notice that is never accorded to them ; and these it 
would be the particular duty of the Chamber to take 
under its care." 

I ought to have mentioned another institution which 
about this time s])run|:; into existence — ** The Yokohama 
Eiiio Association." There was ah'eady a Swiss ** Tir 
Sationfil,'' tlie members of which were confined to gentle- 
men of the Helvetian Republic. The Y. li. A., however, 
admitted all nationalities to membership ; and for a number 
of years, held annual competitions, which were always 
sjiiritedly entered into by marksmen of all classes — from 
private soldiers up to the field officers, and to the lead- 
ing members of our little society. Japanese even were 
invited to attend and compete ; and it is worthy of 
remark that Colonel Mi'uata, now admittedly one of the 
foremost marksmen in the world ; and the inventor of 
cei-tain improvements in the rifie, which his government 
have adopted ; first made his pubUc appeai'ances at the 
competitions of the Yokohama Rifle Association, and the 
annual fOtes of tlie Swiss 7V/- Xafiojial. 

On the formation of the Y. R. A., Lieut. Harris, of 
11. M.'s XXth Regiment, who, with many of his brother 
officers, joined it, wrote to the Wimbledcm Association, 
and announced its birth. In reply lie received the 
Society's Silver medal, to be contended for by members 
of the Y. R. A., subject to Wimbledon rules. 

It was Lieut. Harris, also, who succeeded in reviving 
the Volunteers. 

Races, regattas, sailing-matches, athletic sports, all 
had theii* turn ; and thus it may be seen that as a com- 
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mmiity Yokohama was most singularly favoured in those 
days. It was not as yet split up into factions ; it had do 
lawyers to create for it the character it afterwards 
obtained as the most litigious place in the East ; and it 
had any amount of young blood, energj', and — what 
rendered these most available — plenty of money circukt- 
ing. Ladies were increasing in numbei's, imparting a 
chiuin that had long been wanting ; and balls, picnics 
and country excursions, were frequent. Almost every ont 
had his pony and made use of him. And the country 
around the settlement offered inducements — bv the loveh- 
ness and variety of the scenery, and the friendliness of 
the country people — for pedestrian exercise, which was 
hai'dly ever omitted, day by day. Yes, in those days, it was 
a real i)rivilege to live, and to enjoy life, in Yokohama. 

The presence of the military and naval forces has been 
mentioned as socially advantageous. It was so in a 
variety of ways. In the first place, it was the extra- 
ordinary addition that the boo exchange made to them 
in doubling the pay of all ranks, that caused such an 
abundance of money to be circulated. 

It \viU not be time thro\vn away if I give my readers a 
little insight into this * boo exchange ' business. I must 
premise that the Japanese, on the representations of Sir 
EuTHERFOHD ^Vlcock and his colleagues, on the termina- 
tion of the weight for weight system at the close of tho 
first year's intercourse, had agreed that all officials be- 
longing to the Treaty Powers should be permitted to 
exchange dollars for native currency at its true value- 
viz. 811 boos for $100. There was no injustice to the 
country in this. On the contrary it was indirectly bene- 
ficial : for none spent money more freely with native shop- 
keepers than the class who would particularly benefit by 
the arrangement ; and of com-se it gave them enhanced 
means of doing it. 
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The merchants preferred that all money dealings should 
be left to a regular course of exchange — dei)ending on 
supply and demand ; as it gave them greater opportunities 
for making money by speculating for the rise or fall ; and, 
as a fact, the scarcity of boos was so great in comparison 
with the demand, that the price for a very long time 
lluctuated between 210 and 230 boos for the $100. 

So long as there were only the officers of the legations 
and consulates to be supplied, all was plain-sailing 
c^nough. These gentlemen honestly exchanged the amount 
of their pay onlj' ; but when the forces put in an 
appearance and claimed the privilege of the exchange, it 
was gladly accorded to them, and it was agreed that each 
grade should be allowed to change a certain specific sum 
per diem. 

Thus, taking the military: — Every commissioned officer 
was allowed to exchange, in-espective of his actual rank 
or pay — three dollars a day, at three boos for each 
dollar. Every private soldier and non-commissioned 
officer was allowed to exchange one dollar a day at the 
same rate. Had it been possible for each individual 
jnivato to take his money to the Custom-house daily, and 
change the amount of his pay, it would have made 
a difference to him of no less than fifteen boos 
a month. For taking the average rate of pay at 
one shilling a day, it would amount to 30s. a 
month — (fi\ 4/3 $7.0G fei 3 boos 21 boos 3 tempos. 
But he was entitled to change $1 a day — $30 a month — 
that is — ill addition to his pay, he was entitled to the dif- 
ference of exchange on $22.94 a month, which difference 
(supposing the current rate of exchange on the open 
market to be 235 boos per $100) amounts to about 15 
boos. So that by the boo (.exchange a soldier's {ov 
a sailor's) pay was actually nearly doubled. But 
where was a private soldier to get a dollar a day to 
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exchange ? Well ! there was no diffictilty of that kind 
experienced. It was all managed through the pay- 
master. The money was found — the exchange \fas 
taken : but he got tlie amount of his i^ay — and, m the 
first mstance, that only, in native cun-ency at the ex- 
change of three boos for one dollar ; the rest all went 
into what was called an ** Ichiboo fund.'' 

This fund originated thus. On the XXth Regiment ar- 
riving here, the amount over and above the exchange on the 
true pay, accumulated so fast, and to such an amount, 
that a meeting of the officers was convened, and it was 
decided to establish a general fund : from which, first, the 
exchange on the full pay of all officers receiving over 
three dollars a day should be made up, and then, the 
balance should be divided between the officers and men 
in shares proportionate to their pay, the soldier getting 
one share, a captain about thii-ty, a major about fifty- 
three shares, and so on. If any one will estimate the 
true pay of the officers and men at the exchange of three 
boos for $1 — the dollar l)eing fixed at 8.4/3d., and then 
the rate actually drawn, it will be seen what was the 
advantage to each individual. 

Now, let me on to other matters. 

H. M. S. Princess Eo,yal, bearing the flag of Admiral 
King, arrived on the 7th August, and the Japanese had 
to admire the presence of two fine line-of-battle ships— 
the new arrival and the Conqueror — anchored m close 
proxunity in the harbour. 

The Royal Marines, who had been brought to Yokohama 
in the Conqueror, left in her for home on the 23ril 
August, having done good work during their presence in 
Japan. 

On the 4tli September a change of a most important 
land was made in the adminie>tration of the law to 
British subjects. 
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Her Majesty's "Order in Council," substituting a 
Supreme Coui-t for the Consular Courts in China and 
Japan came into operation. 

There were to be one Judge, and a Law Secretary, 
besides the necessary officers and clerks. 

Sir Edmund Hornby was appointed the Judge. He 
was to reside at Shanghai, where the ordinary sittings 
would be held. Mr. W. Goodwin was the Assistant 
Judge. And either one or other would from time to time 
visit Japan as on circuit. Ultimatelj^ it was determined 
that the Assistant Judge should reside in Yokohama but 
ill the meantime the Consul would act as Judge. The 
change worked well from the first. Sir Edmund Hornby, 
as an adept at organization, and possessed of immense 
energy and personal influence : and Mr. Goodwin, as ' a 
man of sound and varied learning, and many accomplish- 
ments : were both admirably suited for the i)ositions 
allotted to them ; winning and preserving universal 
respect. 

One provisiim of the ** Order in Council " has pro- 
duced a good deal of annoyance and opi)Ositioii. It is 
that contained in clauses 111 to IIG, which provide for 
the annual registration of British subjects, each renewal 
of registration costing the ai-tizan and labourer one 
dollar, and all others live dollars. By many it is found 
to be a tax most unwillingly paid ; but its non-payment 
means non-protection. 

The year IBd;") closed peacefully and pleasantly, so far 
as foreigners weiv concerned. It cannot be said that 
familiar intercourse with all ranks had been attained ; 
but there were not wanting, symptoms of improvement 
oven in this respect. Occasionally excm'sionists would 
n turn after a jaunt into the country and tell of having 
encountered a little incivilitv from samurai whom thev 
met on the road. But it was very rare. As a rule the 
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universal report was that they had been received with 
kindness and cordiality everywhere. By this time, such 
was the confidence felt by the residents, that not one in 
ten thought of carr>4ng a revolver, unless when going on 
a particularly long journey ; or one that was little known 
and seldom traversed. Indeed ever}'thing betokened 
that the old dread might be set aside, and that a safe and 
agreeable intercourse might be looked for in the future. 
The ratification of the Treaty by the Mikado, had the 
eflfect of strengthening this feeling of secui'ity. How this 
ratification was obtained shall form the theme of an- 
other chapter. 



CHAPTER XXXV. 

BIB HARRY PARKE8, AND HIS PRACTICAL BfEASURES. — THE 
RATIFICATION OP THE TREATIES THE * SINE QUA NON.' — 
ACCORD BETWEEN FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVES. — TRADE BENE- 
FITS BY THE GENERAL ACCORD. — ^EXPORT OP SILKWORM'S 
SEED, VIRTUALLY THE SALVATION OP ITALIAN SILK ENTER- 
PRIZE. — SQUADRON ORDERED TO HIOGO. — STATE EMBARKATION 
OF MINISTERS. — PROCEEDINGS AT HIOGO, OSAKA AND KIOTO. 

VISIT OF MEMBERS OF GOROJIU TO THE SQUADRON. — OCCU- 

• PATION OP THE OFFICERS OF THE LEGATIONS. — TEN DAYS 
GIVEN FOR A FINAL REPLY. — EXCITEMENT AT KIOTO. — THREATS 
AGAINST THE TYCOON AND THE MIKADO. — MIKADO REQUESTS 
THAT THE SQUADRON WILL LEAVE HIOGO. — DISGRACES TWO 
MEMBERS OF GOROJIU. — THE FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVES RE- 
MAIN FIRM. — LETTER WRITTEN TO THE MIKADO BY THE 
TYCOON OFFERING TO RESIGN, FORTUNATELY STOPPED. — IN 
ITS STEAD, DOCUMENT PREPARED ENTREATING THE MIKADO TO 
GIVE HIS SANCTION TO THE TREATIES. — THE TYCOON SENDS 
TROOPS TO KIOTO. — MIKADO STILL UNFAVORABLE. — TYCOON 
PROCEEDS TO KIOTO ; ORDERS APPREHENSION OF DAIMIO'S 

OFFICERS, and assembles representatives of DAimos. — 

EXCITEMENT EXCESSIVE. — FOREIGN MINISTERS HOURLY IN- 
FORMED OF PASSING EVENTS — STILL FIRM. — CRISIS AT HAND. 
— FIN.VL INTEIIVIEW BETWEEN THE GOROJIU, HIGH OFFICIALS 
AND THE TYCOON, WITH HITOTSUBASHI AT THEIR HEAD, AND 
THE MIKADO. — THEIR RESOLUTION. — HITOTSUBASHI* S ACTION. 
— THE MIKADO YIELDS. — THE TREATIES ARE RATIFIED. — 
INSTANTANEOUS EFFECT. — LETTER OF THE SATSUMA CLAN TO 
THE MIKADO, PROTESTING AGAINST THE OPENING OF HIOGO, 
AND DEMANDING TO BE PLACED IN VAN OF THE ARMY TO 
OPPOSE IT. 

His Excellency Sir Harry Parkes landed in Yokohama 
on the 18th July 1866. 

YOL. I w 
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Mr. Gripfis, in his excellent work "The Mikado's 

Empire," says : — 

**To the English was reserved a quiot victory and a 
mighty discovery, second to none achieved on the soil 
of the mysterious islands. English scholarship first 
discovered the true source of power, exj^osed the counte?- 
feit govennuent in Yedo, read* the riddle of ages, and 
rent the veil that so long hid the truth. It was the 
English Minister, Sir Harry Parkes, who first risked his 
life to iind the tiuth ; stripped the Shoguu of his fictitious 
title of * Majesty ' ; asked for at home, obtained, and pre- 
sented credentials to the Mikado, the sovereign of Japan ; 
recognised the new National Government, and thus laid 
the foundation of true diplomacy in Jai^an." 

Sir Hahuy could have done but little without his diplo- 
matic colleagues. Sir Rutherford Alcock and Mr. de 
Witt were the first to ai'rive at a thorough conviction of 
the real nature of the power of the Mikado and the 
Tycoon respectively ; although Mr. Harris had seen good 
reason to suspect it even before his treaty was completed. 
My readers will remember his threat that if there were 
further delays he would go to the metropolis, and nego- 
ciate with the Mikado direct. 

At the conference held at Yokohama on the 18th 
September, 1864, directly after the receipt of the intel- 
legence of the battle of Shimonoseki, — Sir R. Alcock, M. 
Leon Roches, Mr. Pruyn and M. de Graeff ton 
PoLESBROEK being present, — it was suggested by each of 
these foreign representatives to Takemoto K.vi-no-Kami 
the representative of the Tycoon, that a favourable op- 
portunity now presented itself for the Tycoon to 
urge on the Mikado the propriety of at once ratify- 
ing the treaties. ** Hitlierto," they said, **the Tycoon 
has always been considered as the treaty-makin}]; 
power in Japan, and the sole representative of 
Government m relation with foreign States. But if it 
continued to be demonstrated that the Tycoon had not 
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the necessary authority, and was so completely over-ruled 
by a superior power in the State, as to be unable to 
prevent or resist orders for the rupture of treaties, how- 
ever well-disposed he might be to maintain them, 
foreign powers would sooner or later have no alternative 
but to seek this superior power in the State, and make 
then* own terms/' 

From this it will be understood that Sir Harry Parkes 
would never think of appropriating the praise so gener- 
ously bestowed on him by Mr. Griffis. From the well- 
kno^vn energy of his character, it is quite likely, that, 
no sooner had he arrived at his post than he set 
vigorously to work to investigate the exact nature of the 
dual government. Sir Harry had this advantage over 
his predecessor, that he was himself a fine Chinese 
Bcholai*, and as all the best Japanese works on pohtical 
and historical affairs are in the Chinese character, he 
may have l)een able, with a very httle aid from his 
excellent subordinates, (the gentlemen of the EngUsh 
legation, who had studied the language, written as well as 
spoken, from theii* arrival in 1859 and onwards), to read, 
mark and inwardly digest, everjiihing that could be found 
bearing on the subject. 

He soon satisfied himself, l)eyond question, of this one 
great and fundamental tnitli — that whatever the Tycoon 
might be, the ilikado was sovereign of all. He may 
have argued with himself that the Queen did not intend, 
and was placed in a false position by being allowed, to 
enter into a treaty with any l)ut the sovereign. He 
doubtless saw as clearly as anyone the weakness of the 
Mikado ; and imquestionably he recognised that the 
strength of the Tycoon was passing away, and that no- 
thing was hastening its annihilation so much as the fact 
of treaties having been made with foreigners, against 
the will of the Mikado, 
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It was manifestly quite impossible now to rescind the 
treaties. The foreign powers bad acted in good faith in 
making tbem, and if tbey bad been deceived by the 
governing officers of Dai Nipbon, tbey could not allow 
tbemselves to be fooled and sent to the right about, 
merely because the Tycoon and his Government had 
done that which they ought not to have done. 

It was well that the good accord between the diplomatic 
corps in Japan was sufficiently strong to allow of all 
acting together on this most important occasion. All 
agreed that it was of primary necessity that the 
treaties should be ratified. Sir Harry considered that 
this must be effected whatever might be the consequence 
to the Tycoon. All the other ministers had a very 
strong sympathy for the Tycoon, who had endured so 
much for foreigners ; but yet, on this point they held 
the same views, and all worked together to secure this 
great desideratum. 

Locally, in Yokohama, trade was benefiting in. a 
marked degree from the united and energetic action of 
the ministers. The restrictions that had been so perplex- 
ing were quickly disappearing. The export of Silk- 
worm's eggs, so highly important to Europe at that 
period, became, (principally through the persuasions of 
of M. Leon Roches), a remarkable and permanent 
feature in the exports. That year, disease had destroyed 
nearly the whole of the silkworms of France and Italy ; 
and Japanese was the only seed sent that was success- 
fully cultivated, to replace them. It may be said that 
the Italian silk trade was saved from utter annihilation 
solely through Japan thus opportunely coming to the 
rescue. 

But all these were trifling affairs beside the great and 
absorbing one of the Treaties. So now a united effort 
was to be made to settle this. 
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Towards the close of October it began to be rumoured 
that several of the ships of war in harbour had been 
ordered to hold themselves in readiness to start for the 
Inland sea, and the community was not long allowed to 
remain in ignorance of the reason. 

On Wednesday the 4th November, early in the morn- 
ing, a detachment of the 2nd Batt. of H. M. XXth 
llegiment marched down to the w^est hatoha under the 
command of Captain Blount. A battery of Artillery 
also fell into position on the Bund, and there awaited 
the arrival of Sir Harry Parkes, who was about to em- 
bark on board of H.M.S. Princess Royal, (a noble two- 
decker of 73 guns), to proceed, with the ministers of 
France, Holland and the United States, accompanied by 
the combined squadi'on, to Hiogo, in the Inland sea. At 
9.30 U.E. Mons. Leon Roches left the hatobu for the 
Guerrierc frigate, the troops presenting arms, and the 
band playing " Partant pour la Syrie." A few minutes 
later. Sir Harry — accompanied by Mr. Eusden the 
Japanese Secretary of Legation, Colonel Browne, and 
Messrs. McDonald, Satow and von Siebold — arrived at 
tlie hatoha, the soldiers receiving him with the usual 
formalities. Taking leave cordially of Colonel Browne 
and Mr. E'isden, His Excellency stepped into the boat, 
attended by Mr. McDonald, the Artillery firing a salute, 
the l)and playhig ** God save the Queen." A second 
boat convoyed the interpreters, Messrs. Satow and 
Von Siebold, and directly they had all embarked the signal 
^vas made for the squadron to weigh. The Dutch 
corvette Zontman, ^rith M. Von Polesbroek, H.N.M. 
Minister, was the first in motion ; the Princess Royal not 
a minute later; and the latter, going ahead, led the 
squadron out of liarbourin grand style. H.M.S. Pelorus, 
with Mr. PouTMAN tht^ U.S. Charge d' Affaires on board, 
was next ready, but waited to give ihepas to the Guerriere 
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with the French dispatch boat Kienchang in tow. Then 
came the Leopard, Dupleix, and Argus with the BritisL 
^[unboat IJoiincer in tow. And in this order thev were 
lost to sight. 

All this display was thought necessary, in order to 
mark the great end the expedition had in view. The com- 
plete success the ministers met with shall now be told. 

The importance of the events about to be reconH, 
cannot be over-estimated. Tlie ratification of the Treatits 
entered into by the Tycoon and foreign governments. In* 
the Mikado, would be the greatest stride towards progres- 
sive, pleasant and profitable, intercourse between Japan 
and other countries, of any that could occur. It was all- 
essential. It would be a new stai-ting point. It would con- 
finn Japan as a member of the comity of nations, and 
render the imiversal progress of the countrj' and 
people certahi. 

The Tycoon and his Government had information 
(^f the intention of the foreign representatives to visit 
Osaka. On the arrival of the fleet, he ^vas at Kioto, 
awaiting the final orders of the Mikado resi)ecting 
Choshiu. On the very day on which the foreign ships 
dropped anchor off Hiogo, he received a djieuAtaori 
(war-dress) and a tatcld (war-sword) — equivalent to an 
order to take up his anus and set his troops in motion. 

The f(U'eign ministers at once sent officers to Osala, 
with letters to the Gorqjiu, in which was stated the 
requirements of the treaty powers : — viz. 

1st.— ** The «atificati(m of the Treaties by the Mikado. 
2nd. — **The opening of Hiogo. 
3rd.— *' The Revision of the Tariff. 

Two or three days afterwards the members of the 
Gorojiu came themselves to Hiogo, and had an inteniew 
with the foreign representatives. After relating what 
had been done to induce the Mikado to sanction the 
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treaties, — after havinp; rei)eatedly assorted that without 
tJiin S(t)irti<)n, tJif cvemtion af the treatifR tens almoHt 
im])()HsihI(\ — tli(\y added the declaration tliat tlie question 
was a vorv dant^^eroiis one, on account of the hostile 
feelin<;s entertained by many towards foreigners. At the 
close of a very lonp; conf(?rence, the Gorojiu promised to 
add their exei-tions to those of the Tycoon, and squire no 
trouble to obtain the imperial sanction: which, they 
said, was ** as necessary to the Tycoon himself as to 
foreigners." 

Accordingly, the following day, high officials were 
sent to Kioto. Meanwhile, the officers of the various 
legations were at work at Osaka, busily employed in 
explaining and illustrating the intentions and fixed 
resolutions of the representatives. 

Om* ministers considered that a prompt and energetic 
diplomatic action was recpiisite to effect the desired end. 
The Gorojiu called again, and agreed vnih the ministers, 
that the utmost eflfoi*ts of the Tycoon and his government 
were indispensable, and that no time should be lost in 
discusshig the matter with the Council of the Mikado. 
Ten days were then given for a final reply. 

Whilst these negotiations were going on at Osaka, 
Kioto was in an indescribable state. Emissaries of 
daimios rushed in, to counter-order the departure of the 
Tyco(m. Ronins made horrible threats against the life of 
the Tycoon, and even against the Mikado himself. 

The Mikado begged that the men-of-war sliouhl be 
removed at once, and declared he would not sanction 
the treaties. lie then ordered the removal of Ahf 
J>vn(;o-no-Kami and Mats'mai Idzi-mi-no-Kami from the 
(lorojiu, and took from them their title of Kami. 

These two daimios were ordered at once to retire to 
their dominions, and to express their regret for the 
favour they had shown to the foreign cause. 
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The Tycoon and his government were stupefied at this 
^ unexampled audacity of Kioto,' They thought that from 
such an act to the deposition of the Tycoon by the 
Mikado, the distance was small. 

Osaka and Kioto were in a state of revohition. The 
foreign representatives were informed of all these 
changes, but they became more determined than ever 
— encouraged by the Tycoon and his ministers. 

A letter was about to be sent to the Mikado, in wliicb the 
Tycoon oflfered to retire ; and begged tliat the Tycoouate 
might pass into tlie hands of Hitotsubashi, and the 
command of the army be entrusted to his relatives the 
daimios of Owari and Kishiu. In order to prove to the 
Mikado and his Court, that he was in earnest, he ordered 
the eight Japanese steamers at anchor before Hiogo, to 
move at once to Osaka, to be read}' to convey him to 
Yedo. 

Happily, this letter was stopped ; and the Tycoon was 
told that it was a shame for himself, and a disgrace to 
his ancestors, to abdicate and to yield to a miserable 
faction, tyrannising over tlie Mikado and his Council, 
when ho was at the head of an army of 300,000 men. 

Another most remarkable document was therefore 
prepared and sent to Kioto. In this masterpiece of 
Japanese literature, the Tycoon entreats the Mikado to give 
his sanction. And to support his diplomatic note, he 
moved with 34,000 of his best troops to Fushimi, about 
eight miles from Kioto. There he sent for some members 
of the Mikado's Council; but the reply was, that the 
emissaries of the hostile daimios, and the ronins, were 
so enraged, that it was unsafe for them to undertake 
the journey. The Mikado, indeed, gave the Tycoon to 
understand that his presence was necessary to protect 
the sacred person. 

The Tycoon at once proceeded to Kioto, with 2,000 
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troops, ordered some daimios ofiScers, apparently ronins 
and in the employ of high members of the Mikado's 
Coimcil, to be apprehended; and assembled all the 
representatives of the daimios actually at Kioto. 

The excitement was great — the crisis fearful. The 
officers of the legations, sent to Osaka on a special 
mission, met only the stern and sorrowful faces of the 
Tycoon's followers, all more or less ready to perfonn the 
hara-kiriy should the Tycoon be compelled to retire. 
This painful excitement lasted three days. The re- 
presentatives of the four powers, almost hourly informed 
of the state of affairs, were, during all this time, busily 
engaged day and night. 

The Japanese fleet was now ordered to leave 
Hiogo and Osaka, and take refuge in the Bay of 
Youra. 

The climax was hom-ly approaching. The member of 
Gorojiu, Ogasawara Iki-no-Kami, throughout the whole of 
the night of the 22nd November, discussed with 86 
deputies of the daimios the question of the sanction of 
the Treaties. He succeeded in persuading them ; but 
there were invisible enemies round the Mikado, and he 
bimseK feai-ed for his life. 

At last, all the members of the Gorojiu, the great 
meisukes and high oflicials of the Tycoon, with Hitotsu- 
BASHi at their head, called on the Mikado, and prostrated 
themselves at his Majesty's feet. The Mikado was 
moved ; but messages containing threats were brought in 
every minute, and the sacred emperor was still hesita- 
ting, when all the high officers declared they would die at 
once, should they not obtain what they were sent for. 
HiTOTsuBAsiu went so far as to take hold of the sleeve of 
the Mikado, respectfully swearing that he would not 
loose his hold until His Majesty sanctioned the Treaties. 
Finally, the Kuambaku — the first oflScer of the Mikado — ■ 
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was directed to bring the book of the ibretocable 
WILLS — and the sanction was given. 

The change was instantaneous. Where all was fear 
and distiiist, confidence and resolution became triumpL- 
ant. All congratulated each other on the issue of tbeir 
patient labours ; all expressed the strongest confidence in 
the future; and they could well say with the utmost 
truth : — " We have accomplished a great work.'' 

The Eui'opean ministers did not themselves go to 
Osaka, but H.M. gunboat Bouncer went backwards and 
forwards every day with dispatches. The result was 
told in the following notification : — 

MIKADO RATIFIES TREATY. — TARIFF TO BE ADJUSTED.— 
mOOO TO BE OPENED IN 1868 — EARLIER TP POSSIBLE. — ^AND 
THE INDEMNITY MONEY WILL BE PAID. 

The following is a translation of a letter sent by the 
high officers of Satsuma at Kioto, to the Mikado, with 
reference to the opening of Hiogo. To this I would ask 
my readers to pay special attention ; and to bear it in 
mind, when we come to the events of 1868. 

** Although we do not exactly know the motives which 
have brought into the harbour of Hiogo the ships of the 
barbarians, still we have been confidentially informed that 
after a conference held between the same barbarians, 
Abe Bungo-no-Kami and Mats'daira Idzu-no-K\mi, it has 
been agreed that Hiogo should be open, and satisfaction 
given to then* demands within ten days ; and that, on 
this occasion the Tycoon would come up to Kioto. ^ 

** Now, your Majesty is well aware that Hiogo is in the 
vicinity of your sacred residence, and a very important 
port in the Inland Sea. We are, for this reason, far 
from thinking that your Majesty will for a moment 
entertain the idea of allowing the opening of Hiogo. 

" Since the American came and trampled on our land, 
the resolution of your Majesty has been immutable. 
That we all know, and admire more than any other of 
your subjects. We dai'e to say that we do not entertain 
serious anxieties on this subject. 
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'' Still, it might happen that the statements made to 
Your Majesty should move your heart, and in exacting 
from you concessions, put your Empire in a danger and 
in an opprobrium unknown until our days, and which a 
thousand years would not repair. 

** Nothing less than the submission, or the rebellion, of 
the hearts of the people, is at stake, and regrettable 
concessions would be the origin of immense calamities. 
We therefore humbly request Your Majesty, to convoke, 
at once, all the daimios ; and, after having taken their 
advice, to cause the Majesty of Your Empu'e to shine, 
once for all. 

** However, such a measure would take time, and it 
mif!:ht happen that these barbarians should fatigue Your 
Majesty with their obstinate resolutions. Should they 
m dare to act lightly, it would be "the duty of Your Majesty 
to decree their expulsion. In such a contingency, 
although oiu- infinn ifashiki has but very few hands 
♦ at present, according to the instructions of Shiubi 
Taiyo Osumi-no-Kami (Shimadzu Saburo) we offer to form 
the advance guard ; and, by fighting to death, we would 
endeavour to show our gratitude for all the favours with 
which we have been blessed in the Empu'c of Your 
Majesty. 

**May Your Majesty deign to receive our request, and 
forgive its intrusiveness. 

THE HIGH OFFICERS OF SATSUMA YA8HIKI." 
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AFFAIRS IN YOKOHAMA. — ARRIVAL OF THE FUSIYAMA.— FIBn 

IN YKDO. — SCHOOLS. — NATIVE PECULIARITIES. PROFESSOR 

RISLEY. — MANY USEFUL SCHEMES AFLOAT. GENERAL PRO- 
GRESS. 

The dawTi of 1800 saw Mr. F. Mydurgu arrive from 
Eiif^land, and enter upon his duties as H.B.M. Consul 
at Yokohama ; Mr. M^vrcus Flowers resuming tlie 
functions of Vice Consul, but leaving at the end of tlie 
month for Nac^asaki. 

It also saw the estal)lishment of a Pony corjjs, followed 
a few months later by the resurrection of the Volunteers, 
liverything of this kind was very litfuUy carried out. 
A iine si)irited start would be made, and it looked as if 
such energy would be lasting, and carry everjihiug 
before it ; but it generally proved a mere fizzle, and after 
the iirst effervescence, became dull and quiescent. 

Political matters were particularly unexciting. The 
l^hivoy of the King of Belgians indeed ai'rived, and visittnl 
Yedo with the view of feeling his way towards a treah ; 
and his reception was sofnr satisfactory that negociatiou- 
wc3re laid in train which resulted in the accomplishmeut 
of his wishes within a few weeks fi'om that time. 
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But one event of a really interesting character I must 
mention ; because it was the first time the barrier was 
faiily set aside, which had opposed itself obstructively to 
gonial intercourse between natives of high birth and 
foreigners. 

It was been mentioned that the construction of a good 
drive round by Mississippi Bay had been the means of 
inducing many to keep can-iages. Amongst others, Mr. 
John Mac Donald, of H.B.M. Legation, had his — a hand- 
some mail phaeton — in which he ordinarily di'ove two, 
but not infrequently fom*, Japanese ponies. 

About the middle of January, a member of Gorojiu, 
Matsz'daira Hoki-no-Kami, visited Yokohama with 
several of the high government officials. He took occa- 
sion to congratulate the foreign ministers on the removal 
of all the old restraints that had existed before the 
ratification of the treaties — and even admitted how very 
difficult had been the position of the Tycoon and his 
<^'()vemment as standing between the foreigners and the 
Mikado : unable, in some sort, to tell either party the exact 
truth with regard to the other. But the most extra- 
ordinaiy circumstance connected with this visit was its 
^fiudle ; and we can hardly class it as among secondary 
affairs, indicating as it does the remarkable change in 
feeling in the Japanese mind towards foreigners. 

Matsudaira Hoki-no-Kami, acknowledged that until the 
ministers went up to Hiogo, he had never met a 
European. He was an elderly man, and one of the 
most poUshed even of the Japanese nobles. Before 
leaving for Ycdo, he asked Mr. Mac Donald, to drive him 
iu his carnage to Kawasaki, as he would much prefer 
that mode of transit to returning in the steamer. Mr. Mac 
Donald, having coui*tfOusly assented, the steamer was 
(lespatclicd to Ycdo, and Matsldaika 11oki-no-Ivami, with 
four others, mounted the vehicle. The legation guard 
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under Captain Applin, and a number of his own 
attendants, accompanied them, and the whole route 
along the Tokaido presented a most extraordinary scene 
of excitement, the surprise of all grades bemg unbounded. 
This was really one of the most remarkable conpa yet 
known in Japanese and foreign intercourse. The 
pleasure exhibited by all was extreme ; and at Kawasaki 
they did not part without the warmest expressions of 
regard on both sides. 

On the 23rd January, the Fusiyama, the first of the 
war-vessels ordered by the Japanese through Mr. 
Prxjyn, the U. 8. Minister, arrived from America. 

A very few days revealed the fact that the government 
naval authorities were an3'thing but proud of their 
acquisition. They expressed themselves plainly, in terms 
that showed their dissatisfaction with this specimen of 
what they were to expect the ships to be which they had 
fondly hoped would have been the real nucleus of their 
national na^'y. She was placed under the command of 
an oflScer of the French naw. 

In Yedo a terrible lire broke out on the 28th January 
in Asakusa. In that district three daimio's yashikis were 
burnt, a great number of streets were laid in ruins, and 
the great outermost portal of the Temple of Kuanon- 
sama, was destroyed. Reaching the banks of the river 
Sumida, Adzuma-bashi (bridge) was i)ai-tially l)umt, and 
the fii-e, leaping across the river, (as broad here as the 
Thames at London Bridge), laid in ashes in Hondjo, 
four yashikis of daimios, many residences of hatamotos, 
and many streets. It was said that a hundred and fifty 
persons lost their lives, a hundred and seventy were 
wounded, and ten thousand houses were consumed in 
this terrible conflagration. 

From Osaka, the news came that Choshiu had sub- 
mitted to the Mikado and Tycoon, admitting himself to 
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be in the wrong ; and was awaiting their decision con- 
cerning him. It was thought that this would be lenient, 
as from the attitude of the clan it was evident that any 
hiu'sh judgment would be resisted, and the renewal of the 
struggle would be immediate. 

In fonner chapters I have spoken of schools for 
foreign instruction having been estabUshed. Long 
ago, while yet some of the American missionaries re- 
sided in Kanagawa, the government seqt several 
young men from Yedo to be instructed in EngUsh; 
and more lately, schools had been established by 
authority, and under the protection, of the respective 
governors, both in Yokohama and Nagasaki, for the 
benefit, especially, of the sons of the higher classes. 
The school at Yokohama made wonderful progress; it 
now numbered over fifty pupils — young men, it must be 
borne in mind, not picked up by the way-side and 
entreated to come in, but — belonging to the upper class, 
and sent thither with the sanction and by desire of the 
government. 

In addition to this government school, as it may be 
called, some of the wives of missionaries had classes of 
.Japanese boys under instruction in English, and with 
much success. 

The French school for the instruction of the sons of 
gentlemen, in active operation at Benten, had met 
AN-ith most satisfactory results, and was strongly sup- 
poi*ted l)y the Japanese authorities. 

But now the Gorojiu was going a step further. It was 
about to erect school buildings in Yedo, in which a 
hiuidrc'd young men of family should be taught. There 
were to be an Eii;,dish and a French department; and 
luissionaries were applied to take charge of them. 

This was the origin of the present imiversity, now so 
familiarly known as the Kaisei Gakko. The time has 
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not yet come for me to dwell on the subject of education 
at large. But it will form one of the most instnictive 
and interesting chapters of the second volume. 

Up to the time I have amved at in my narrative, 
the progress in Japan had been slow; but little as it 
was, it had been accompUshed under neai'l}- insunnouiit- 
able difficulties. 

Still it was sure. And it was very marked. Tho«;e 
who resided here and saw it growing week by week, use J 
to remark upon it as wonderful and interesting in the 
extreme. 

The Japanese have always been noted for one 
peculiaiity beyond all others — Inquisitiveness. They 
would quietly walk into a foreign dwelling-house, and 
ask to be allowed to see the rooms. It was not always 
agreeable ; but they were rarely denied : and no doubt 
those who were thus favoured, reported all that they had 
seen — the size of the rooms, the elegance of the furniture, 
the brightness of the mirrors, the costliness of the 
plate, the luxuries of the bed-chambers, the cleanUness 
and comfort peiTading the whole. Thus graduaUy 
a custom began to show itself, of native gentlemen 
ha\ing one room in their houses, furnished after 
a foreign fashion, with a handsome square carpet 
or Y\\^ in the centre of the room — over their own 
nice mats; a table covered with a gag cloth and 
chairs sun*ounding it, in the middle of the carpet; 
glass windows in at least one of the sliding sashes; 
and. sometimes, pictm-es and miiTors hanging on 
the sides of the room. Many began to eat meat and 
declare that they hked it ; and all would drink 
champagne to any extent ; thus giving the best proof of 
then* approbation. As yet none dare appear openly in 
foreign costiune. Any who did so would certainly have 
been roughly handled. But it was not long before they 
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adopted them without fear. Indeed in a variety of ways, 
some large, some small, the forward movement as 
exhibited. 

In concluding this chapter, one striking fact may 
bo mentioned: viz., that, although children are 
nurtured from the maternal breast, up to an age 
when the children of Europeans are solidifying them- 
selves with good butcher's meat, yet the native 
adult had, until lately, and many have still, an aversion 
to milk, all but unconquerable. It was years ^^r. the 
advent of foreigners to this coimtry before the diipply of 
good cow's milk was sufficient for their ordinary wants. 
The little that was obtainable was sold almost as a 
favour by the European butchers, who kept a few good 
Japanese cows, and did the best they could to accom- 
modate their regular customers. 

The first attempt at a regular dairy was made by 
Professor Eisley, of whom I have already spoken as the 
introducer of ice among our Yokohama luxuiies ; and as 
the first introducer, also, of Japanese acrobats to foreign 
coimtries. 

BisLEY was a man who never did himself justice. He 
was for some years a resident in Yokohama ; but at one 
time of his life, his name was well known in all the 
great capitals of Europe and America. I remember 
him with his sons at the Strand Theatre in 
London in 1843, when his fame and success seemed 
caiTying everything before him. Apart from his great 
strength and agility, and the wonderful pluck and 
cleverness of his boys, which enabled him to present an 
entertainment as attractive as it was at that time unique, 
he was peculiarly cut out for the kind of Bohemian life 
he had chosen. He was a wonderful rifle shot ; a good 
billiard player ; up to everything that lithe and active 
men most rejoice in. He knew thoroughly well the 
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usages of good society, and could hold his own with hi^ 
or low. His fund of anecdote was marvellous ; and he 
could keep a roomful of people holding their sides with 
laughter, without the least appearance of eflfort, or the 
faintest shade of coarseness. Tet after his very suc- 
cessful European career, he did not manage to progress. 
His boys grew up, and became too big to be tossed 
about Uke playthings on the soles of their father's feet ; 
and besides he wisely wished to placed them in a better 
sphere than that from which he had himself sprung, 
and accordingly sent them to be properly educated and 
to make their way as good citizens in America, the 
land of their birth. 

He, however, saw no other means of earning his 
own bread, but by following his profession ; and to this 
end, adopted another lad, who was not one whit less 
clever than his own sons had been. With him he went 
to AustraUa ; and there found it was as much as he conid 
do to make both ends meet. I saw him there in 1858, 
on the Bendigo diggings and at the Back Creek rash, 
at the latter of which he employed men to dig for him— 
but he told me that from his claim he '* never saw the 
colour " (of gold). 

The next time I met him was when he came, as the 
joint proprietor of a Circus, to Yokohama. This enter- 
prise failed entirely ; and he would have been left high 
and dry but for his remarkable energy and spirits. 
These gave confidence to many, and procured for him 
assistance; none entering more kindly and sympa- 
thetically into his schemes than Mr. G. 8. Fishsb, the 
U. S. Consul, and Mr. J. Allmand (an American mer- 
chant, resident in Yokohama, who had been with 
Commodore Pebby in his visits to Japan in 1853-4). 
These gentlemen not only listened to his proposals anent 
the establishment of a dairy in Yokohama, but they 
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provided him with the means to set about it ; and had he 
been content to make this his business, and stick 
steadily to it, he might long ere this have been a 
thoroughly independent man. 

The dairy trade now has become an important one. 
There are in Yokohama alone two large dairies foreign- 
owned, besides several Japanese on a lesser scale. And 
in Tokio, the latter must abound ; for, in all quarters of 
the city, milk is procui'able at all times. 

The reader will be amused to see Mr. Eisley*s own 
account of a difficulty that beset his fii'st importation of 
cows. It will also show the real kindness of heart, which 
was his best characteristic. 

On the 24th February 1866, the trim little regular 
trading schooner Ida D. Rogers, at that time the most 
favourite of the vessels that kept up commimication 
between Japan and the United States, arrived from 
California, having on board Mr. Risley and the nucleus 
of his intended dairy — six fine cows and their calves. 
The little craft was noted for her rapid passages, but 
this unfortimately was unusually protracted. It lasted 
seventy days, and at one time there was a fear that the 
cattle would have died for want of water. 

I took down the following fi*om Mr. Risley*s first 
interview with me when he called [upon me to tell me 
of the safe arrival of his new importation. 

*' Waal 1 Got back you see ; though I know the bettin* 
was af:jainst me — but we had a naiTow squeak for it as 
ever you saw. But here I am ! and I've got six as fine 
cows as ever were milked — and six fine calves too. But 
its God's raorcy I've got them here: for I never was 
nearer losing anything in my life. Not a (bop of water 
left — and they'd been on half allowance for several days. 
We were close to Yokohama a month ago — and blown 
right off to the noiiih, and had to beat up against a dead 
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head wind, and thought we should never get here. Waal ! 
one (lay — I was wretched seeing the poor beasts licking 
the sides of their boxes and the deck, and lapping even- 
thing they could : — b'lieve me I could hardly stand it—I 
can't bear to see a poor dumb animal suiBFering — but—i: 
you*d only seen the poor creatures ! As I passed along 
in front of them they'd try to lay hold of me, as if to ask 

* why don't you bring us some water ? ' I really hardly 
knew how to endm-e it. At last, I'd made up my mind 
that they must all die, and was only thinking whether 
1 should throw them overboard or let them die — and not 
yet able to make up my mind — when God was merciful 
and sent a night's rain. I worked like a horse ; and 
all that night I was employed in catching water — and I 
saved six thousand gallons — I did — all with my own 
hands ! There ! you may judge how I worked. Every 
bucket-full passed through my hands. Waal ! You may 
smile — but it did, you know ! and the cows were saval. 
I never was so relieved in my life. WTien the rain came, 
the ship was rolling terribly — and the Captain said 

* Professor — don't you go forward — it's like tempting 
Providence — you'll be sure to go.' — *Waal!' said I,— 
*rm not very comfoi-table here, so if I must go I must— 
but the poor cows shall have some water first.' And so 
they did. You should ha' seen them before the water ran 
short ! But they're splendid cattle — I picked them all 
myself fi'om any quantity— and I flatter myself I know 
good milkers when I see them — all selected for dairy 
puii)oseH you know — not for anything else— and they'll 
turn up trumps — you sec ! " 

As a laudable, profitable and most useful enterprise, 
daiiT farming has turned up trumps ; but the professor 
could not settle down to attend to it. In the course of a 
few days, he was off to Tientsin for a cargo of ice, and 
ultimately both the dairy and the ice business passed 
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into other hands whilst he rushed off to America and to 
England as the manager and part proprietor of a 
Japanese Acrobatic troupe — with which he imagined he 
should coin money. * Yas, Sir ! Yas ! the biggest thing 
you ever saw in your life, Sir ! *' 

Reverting to more weighty themes, it were well to 
notice the real state of affaii-s as more particularly af- 
fecting foreigners at this period. 

The treaties having been ratified, the path for every- 
thing else was made smooth. The Japanese and foreign 
ministers were about to meet to discuss the tariff ques- 
tion, which had become of serious importance. 

But at this time there were many schemes afloat — 
almost all of which have been carried out ; and it is a 
most suggestive fact that they had all been undertaken 
by the Japanese Government before the ratification, and 
whilst they were apparently yielding to the pressing 
commands of the Mikado that they should drive foreigners 
from the country. 

Thus, there was afoot a scheme for a dock. There was 
the mint project — which it was hoped to have so far 
completed by 1868, when Osaka was to be opened, that 
coincident with this event there might be an improve- 
ment in financial calculations. 

Then there was the proposal for lighthouses on the 
principal points and headlands of the Japanese coast. 
No less than twenty three were proposed, and the matter 
was seriously being considered by the Japanese Govern- 
ment. 

Already minting machinery and six lighthouses had 
been ordered in France; and shortly afterwards the 
Yokosuka Dock was commenced under the superin- 
tendence of French enginers, and with the pecuniary as- 
sintance of French financiers. The Government did not 
confine their orders to any one nationality; as yet 
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Oreat Britain hardly appeared to have her fair share of 
them. For instance — ^War vessels : — ^the Americans were 
to supply them — ^the Fxmyama being the first in- 
stalment. One had also been ordered in Holland. 
Guns, mint, lighthouses: — ^the French obtained their 
orders. Schools: — a Dutch surgeon superintended at 
Nagasaki their medical school: — and the establishments 
at Yokohama were, and at Yedo were about to be, presided 
over by French and American teachers. Officers were 
required to take charge of their foundries : — ^at Nagasaki 
they employed a Dutchman, at Yokohama a Frenchman. 
They wished that a naval officer should be placed on 
board the Fusiyama, to instruct their own officers:— ^the 
post was given to an officer of the French Navy. 

It mattered not. All was on the right road; 
and those they engaged did their work well and faith- 
fully. Ultimately, as will be seen, whilst each of the 
nationalities named increased the number of their people 
employed by the Government, England and Geimany 
also supplied a large number of active and able sen-ants, 
who helped forward the general work. 

As regards minor matters in Yokohama, the place was 
still without any recreation gi-ound. As long ago as 
1864, it had been agreed between the governor of Kana- 
gawa and Sir Eutherford Alcock, that the salt water 
swamp at the back of the settlement should be filled up, 
and converted into a race-course, surrounding a fine 
spacious area which was to be reser\'ed for Japanese and 
foreigners alike. The race-course was to l)e rented to the 
race club at a fair sum, and the enclosure free for all 
recreative purjioses. 

It was really inconvenient having no such gi-ound ; for 
although the piece of swamp land between the original 
settlement and the canal, was being slowly filled in, and 
the portion thus reclaimed was used by cricketers and 
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for drilling purposes until appropriated and built over, 
yet we had no tenure of it, and it was gradually absorbed 
and taken from us. We began now to hear of a proposi- 
tion that had been made to exchange the site in rear of 
the settlement for a race-course near Mississippi bay ; 
as it would be more easily made than by filling in the 
swamp, and at an infinitely less expense. This was 
agreed to, and certainly the present race-course, though 
fully two miles &om the settlement is as admirable for 
its purpose as it is noticeable for the beauty of its site. 
But in this year 1879, we see the old swamp has so long 
been reclaimed in response to the growth of Yokohama, 
that at least two-thirds of the present residents are not 
aware that it ever existed. There is a good recreation 
ground, nicely planted and laid out between the native 
and foreign settlements ; and one end of it has been ap- 
propriated as a cricket ground, and is rented by the 
Yokohama Cricket club. But this is anticipatory. 



CHAPTER XXXVn. 

PBOPOSAL FOR A PUBLLO GARDEN. — ^VIOLENT DEATH OF A 

FRENCH BAILOR AND ITS CONSEQUENCES. ENGLISn AND 

JAPANESE TROOPS PARADE TOGETHER. — MILITARY ARRIVALS 
AND DEPARTURES. — DEATH OF ^IR. JOHN MAC DONALD.— 

CLEMENCY TOWARDS A JAPANESE SOLDIER. GOVERNMENT 

PERMIT JAPANESE SUBJECTS TO VISIT FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

It had long been the ambition of some of the most 
public spirited men in Yokohama, to secure for the place 
the advantages of a Public Garden. In March 1866, it 
appeared that their efforts in this direction were likely to 
be crowned with success. The site chosen appeared to 
have many advantages; although probably, from the 
greater unevenness of its surface it was inferior to thai 
subsequently obtained. It occupied a large space at 
the extremity of the Eastern Bluff. A meeting of 
the residents was called, which all the most prominent 
of tbeiu attended. After walking over the ground, Mr. 
W. H. Smith said that he and Mr. Lindau had called on 
the Vice-Govemor of Kanagawa to request him to give 
a lease of the land required : and he thought there would 
be Uttle difficulty in obtaining a lease for 99 years. The 
ground was everything that could be desired for the 
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purpose : and arrangements can be made with a very 
experienced Japanese gardener, by which the garden 
could be always well stocked with the best plants, and 
the public supplied with specimens such as are now with 
difficulty obtainable. This is one of those schemes of 
permanent advantage to the settlement that all must 
heartily concur in." 

And all did concur in it, and yet it fell through, and 
we had not a Public Garden until several years 
later. 

On the evening of the 5th March, a very melancholy 
circumstance occurred. That night as Mr. Becker was 
passing through Ota-machi, he saw a French sailor ly- 
ing in the street. He stopped to examine him, and 
found that he was speechless, and had a frightful gash at 
the back of the head, which appeared to have been done 
by a blow with a bamboo or billet of wood. By the aid 
of some coolies the man was taken to the barracks of the 
British Military Train, and there he died in about two 
hours. It appeared that the man, in a state of intoxica- 
tion had provoked some Japanese beyond endurance, 
violently knocking one of them down ; and they attacked 
him. A comrade who was with him, but who was in- 
oflfensive, was not attacked or in any way molested ; and 
it was quite clear that the deceased man alone was to 
blame. 

It happened that just about this time there had been 
several cases of these riotous proceedings on the part of 
the soldiers and sailors in Japanese town, although, on 
the whole, the conduct of the men was good. 

One day in H.B.M. Consular Court there wore about 
half a dozen sailors and marines before the Consul, to 
answer more or less serious charges against them. One 
of them had amused himself scattering his enemies and 
clearing a street in the Japanese quarters, with a pole 
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ten feet long. Another had been fighting with his 
comrades ; a thiid with Japanese. A foui"th had ken 
riding furiously through the streets, and endangering the 
lives and limbs of all who passed. In every case tlicT 
pleaded intoxication as an excuse. One of them said 
that as he could not get drunk on board, and he must do 
so somewhere, that being one of the first dnties to him- 
self of the British seaman, his only alternative was to 
avail himself of his leave on shore : and another saiJ 
that he ** came ashore on i)urpose to get drunk, and that, 
in his opinion, every sailor did the same." This caused 
immense merriment in the Court, and among the com- 
munity, wlien it was rei)orted in the newspapers ; but the 
Japanese found that it was a kind of fun that they could 
have too much of. .Vnd more than once their annovance 
got the better of their good natm-e, and the offenders had 
been severely handled. 

In this case, although it was, at the worst, one of 
manslaughter, one Japanese was beheaded, and others 
punished — the Japanese laws making no distinction 
between ** murder" and *' man-slaughter." 

The foreign residents felt this severity very acutely. 
They said that ** the man who was beheaded, was not one 
of the dangerous classes. He was one of the couunon 
people who never greet foreigners but with resi)ect, and 
who set a value on their presence. It must have been 
very strong i^rovocation that roused his ire to such a 
pitch, as to make him, although not personally molested, 
call upon his countrymen around, to rise against their 
assailant." They also protested that ** the excesses of 
sailors and soldiers had recently become almost un- 
endurable ; and as this had been repeatedly pointed out 
by the Press, their ofricers cmght to have taken steps to 
control thos(s who, l)y their misconduct, not onlv dis- 
graced themselves, but brought their respectable and 
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well-conducted comrades, (happily, the great majority), 
into bad odour and contemj)t." 

The Ihuilr was, that some of the foreign residents, 
taking into consideration the sudden bereavement of the 
man's widow, and to mark their sense of the conduct of the 
European sailor, in so deej^ly irritating her husband, as 
to excite him to the deed for which he suffered, raised, by 
subscrii)tioii, a respectable sum of money, and presented 
it to her. It is probable that she never would have had 
so much money under other circumstances ; and so small 
are the wants of the Japanese that she could have lived 
comfortably on the interest of it. Still it was a lament- 
able affair, and one that was universally regretted. 

It must not, however, be supposed that these contrc- 
trmps occasioned ill-feeling between the Japanese and 
foreijjjners. The former were quite able to discriminate 
l)etween the good and the bad : and they knew well that 
in all communities both were to l)e found. They also 
saw how sincerely the foreigners deprecated anything 
like ill-behaviour towards them ; and even that those who 
were the principal offenders, were kindly disposed towards 
them when they had their wits about them. 

On the 21st March, an occasion i)resented itself for 
cxliibiting the general good feeling between the English 
forces and the Japanese soldiery. 

1 have mentioned the ** niaroh-outs '' and ** sham 
fights " which the commandant, Colonel BRo^v'NE, kej)tup 
l)retty frequently — for the health, occupation and dis- 
eii)line of the troops. The day named may be well a red- 
letter day in the Yokohama calendar; and the i)roceedings 
are worthy of record. It was the first occasion on which 
Japanese and foreign troops j)araded together. 

Punctually at nine o'clock in the morning, the 
British troops from the barracks on the Bluff, 
marched on to the Bund, and took up a position at the 
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extreme end (in front of Nob. 1 to 8). They consisted of 
a battery of Artillery, a detachment of the 11th, and the 
whole of the 2nd batt. XXth regiment. 

To their right, formed in line, were the Japanese 
troops, in number about eight hundred ; and, at their 
right again, the Mounted Volunteers (Pony corps). 

With the troops there was a party from H. M. S. 
Pelorus, with one gun. The sight was altogether a most 
exhilarating one. 

At about 9.30, H. E. Sir Harry Parkes, K. C. B., with 
the Governor of Kanagawa, accompanied by (Jolonel 
Browne, Captain Haswell B. N., and a brilliant suite, 
rode up and down the Une ; then, taking up a position at 
the end of the street which enters the Bund between Nos. 
15 and 16, the whole marched past. 

The Governor and His Excellency, having passed 
some mutually compUmentary remarks and expressed 
their approbation to Colonel Browne and the Japanese 
commanding officer, separated ; Sir Harby promising to 
visit Homoku about 2.80 p.m., to see the evolutions of the 
troops. 

The Japanese soldiers had evidently been very care- 
fully drilled and disciplined: and both marched, and 
handled their rifles, in a masterly manner. 

The Japanese troops with the English, and the 
Mounted Volimteers in the rear, now marched up the 
Kanasawa valley to Macpherson's hill, (a distance of 
six miles), and arrived there about noon. Here, in this 
lovely spot, they "were allowed to break from the rank?, 
and partake of a hearty repast, which all were in a good 
state to enjoy after their walk. About 2 o'clock, the 
bugle sounded for the men to fall in and form in line : 
which was quietly executed by the English, and capitally 
followed by the Japanese, under the command of Kibota 
SENTAROf commander-in-chief of the native forces in 
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Yokohama. The order was then given to march to Mis- 
sissippi Bay, the Japanese troops branching off to the 
right, the English to the left. The combined forces met 
at the Bay with loud greetings of o-hayo, (good morning), 
which seemed to gratify the Japanese ofl&cers and men, 
and led the former to exclaim that they were glad indeed 
to see their countrymen and foreigners on such friendly 
terms. 
The march was now resumed to Homoku, the English 

and Japanese bands, (the latter dnuns and fifes only), 
playing alternately. 

On arriving at Homoku, a portion of the blue-jackets 
were ordered to command the height on the left, and 
about a hundred Japanese, supported by a battery of the 
one gun from the Pelorus, to keep position in the valley. 
The battalions of the XXth, and a portion of the 11th, 
with the main body of the Japanese troops, were ordered 
to hold position on the right, just above the village of 
Homoku, supported by a battery of three guns, ad- 
mirably placed in the midst of a clump of trees. 

About 8 o'clock. Sir Habry Parkes arrived on the field, 
and shortly afterwards firing commenced from the Pelorus 
battery, supported by the Japanese. The latter made a 
retreat, which was gallantly covered by the * Plungers.' 
The forces to the right then opened fire, and the battle 
became general — lasting about ten minutes. The firing 
of the Japanese was very rapid, and evidently astonished 
many present. After the order had been given to * cease 
firing,' the troops once more fell into marching order, and 
returned to Yokohama. 

One imfortunate contretemps occurred just at starting. 
In passing between the guns, the horse of a sergeant ran 
against a soldier of the XXth, and drove him against the 
wheel of the gun-carriage. The man was sufficiently in- 
jured to require to be taken to the hospital. With this 
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exception, there was not a single drawback throughout; 
and this was the more gratifying, inasmuch as the re- 
quest that the Japanese should join in the field di\v. 
emanated from themselves. 

But we were soon to lose the XXth regiment. On the 
80th March, H.M.S. Adventure anived, bringing up from 
Hongkong a wing of H.M/s 9th regiment, under the 
command of Major Darling. 

The 14th April saw the Adventure depart for Hong- 
kong, with the left wing of the XXth and the detachment 
of the 11th, on board. The regiment was very much re- 
gretted by the residents. Other regiments followed, and 
English troops were not finall)' dispensed with mitil the 
year 1874. But the times became very quiet, and the 
boo exchange became of less vahie, and failed to give 
them such an increase of pay. The commimit}', too, in- 
creased rapidly, and business became more absorbing. 
The consequence was that, with their departure, Yoko- 
hama became comparatively hum-drum; and tlie old 
social spirit has never revived. 

On the 20tli of April, the commimity had to mourn 
the death of Mr. John MacDonald, the senior assistant to 
Her Majesty's Legation in Japan. He was seized 
with paralysis as he was walking in the street, 
and never regained consciousness. He had entered the 
diplomatic service, and had come out direct to Japan, in 
1859, when he joined the staiT of Mr. Alcock the British 
minister, very soon after the opening of the port. He 
was only 28 years of age ; a native of Inverness, and 
son of Mr. Mao I)onali>, so often mentioned l)y the Queen, 
in her diaiy, as one of her trusty attendants at Balmoral. 
He was greatly liked, not only feu* his gentleman-hke 
demeanour, l)ut f(n* his thorough amiability of character. 
It will be remembered that he was a member of the legation 
when it was attacked in 1861 ; and it was he who drove 
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Matsudaira Hoki-no-I{ami, in his carriage from Yoko- 
hama to Kawasaki, as related in the previous chapter. 

On the 24th April, Mr. C. Brennwald arrived as 
Consul-general for Switzerland, and Mr. Lindau sent in 
his resignation of the office of Consul. 

On tlio 9th May, the Adventure returned fi'om 
Hongkong with the remainder of the 9th Regiment, imder 
Colonel Knox, who became the commandant of the 
garrison. 

On the 9th, the remainder of the XXth embarked on 
the Adventure, and next day they were lost to Yokohama 
for ever. 

One other circumstance I feel obliged to mention, as 
having occurred before their departure. 

A Japanese soldier had, whilst drunk, drawn his 
sword, as two British efficers were passing, and was only 
prevented from assaulting them by two of his sober 
comrades restraining him. He had been tried and 
sentenced to imprisonment. The man was a sergeant, 
and, in addition to his imprisonment, he was to be 
degraded to the ranks. 

Colonel Brow^'e, considering the good understanding 
liitherto existing between the Japanese and foreign 
soldiers, requested Sir Harry Parki-js to apply for a 
mitigation of the sentence. On the 7th inst., ttierefore, 
Mr. ^Iyburgii, the British Consul, attended by Lieut. 
(ioi.DHMiTH of H. M. 2nd XXth, Fort Adjutant, Messrs. 
Satow and Von Siebold as interpreters, and escorted by 
a guard of the Military Train, went to Kanagawa 
biirracks, Xoge, by invitation of General Kubota Sentaro. 
Thu Japanese soldiers were drawn up on parade, and the 
man broui^ht forward. He was told that, on the appli- 
cation of the commandant of the British garrison, 
through Her Majesty's minister, his sentence was 
commuted, and he was to remain in confinement no 
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longer. At the same time, to mark his general's opinion 
of his crime, that portion of the sentence that deprived 
him of his rank, would be adhered to. 

On the regiment hearing of the kindness of the 
British authorities, they asked to be allowed to present 
arms to the Consul, which was permitted. So that, 
probably, this little affair may have been the means 
of strengthening the mutual friendly feelings, that it 
might have had the effect of dissipating. 

On the 23rd May the Japanese Government issued 
a circular, which marked, more than anything else that 
had occurred, the advanced state of feeling, the real 
progress of ideas, that now existed in Japan. With this 
we may well bring our first volume to a close. It ran 
thus : — 

NOTIFIOATION. 

"Persons wishing to go, in future, to any of the 
various countries beyond the sea, for the purpose of 
learning any science or art, or for objects of trade, will 
receive permission from the government on making 
application to this effect. 

"The Government will, upon examination, grant a 
permit, with seal attached, to any such person. Let, 
therefore, the application be made out, giving the name 
of the petitioner, and stating clearly how he wishes to 
proceed, for what object, and to what country he intends 
to go. Eetainers of daimios and hatamotos, should 
make their application through their master. Peasants 
and citizens through the Governor or lient Collector of 
their place, or through the lord of the domain, to the 
proper department. In case any person should go 
abioad secretly, without a passpoi-t, he shall be severely 
punished. Therefore let everybody understand and 
observe this regulation. 

"The above decree having been issued, it is to be 
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circulated and made known to every one, even to the 
ordinary people, in order that such as wish to go may 
make their application. 

Government Office, May 23rd 1866. " 

It only remains to bo told that the half year ending; the 
30th June 1866, to which I have now brouglit down 
ray narrative, (and which closed the commercial year, or 
season, from July 1865 to June 1866), sa^y the completion 
of the new Tariff arrangement. The duties were 
generally on a 5 per cent, ad valorem basis, though 
some special articles were to pay special rates, and 
some were to pass free. The Bonded system was 
adopted, find the Japanese Goveniment i)urchased of the 
l^utch authorities the godowns on the lot ori^'inally 
given to that government for Consular purposes. The 
tariff was to come into operation with the commencement 
of the new season — (m the 1st July. 

The news from Kioto was uncertain. The terms 
offered to Choshiu were not replied to by that daimio, 
and on the 14th of the current Japanese month, seven 
days were given to him to accept the terms, or fight. 
The general belief was that he would remain silent ; that 
war would be proclaimed against him ; and that the 
Tycoon's troops would be immediately set in motion. 

It was thought that Satsuma would openly remain 
quiet, but that he had already sent a small force to 
assist Choshiu. 

It was pleasant, at this period, to be able to write 
as follows : — 

** Thus, although there is much to be lamented, we 
think that the good greatly predominates — and as we 
have so recently expressed our convictions as to the 
effects that will most likely follow the recent diplomacy 



